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The Manor Rouse in Naples, some 29 miles north-west of Portland, is a remarkably 
early and relatively remote example of Federal style architecture, dating from the 
late 1790 f s.

The house is a large rectangular two-^storied structure with white clapboarded 
front and rear facades and red brick side walls. Four internal end chimneys are 
present, reflecting the central hall arrangement of the interior. A low hipped roof 
caps the structure, covered with asphalt shingles. The foundation is of large gran^ 
ite blocks.

The main facade of the Manor House, which faces norths-east, is five bays wide. 
The first-story central bay consists of the principal entrance. A six-panelled door 
is flanked by sidelights of five panes each., under a delicate fan light of sixteen 
panes. Four fluted doric pilasters separate door from sidelights and flank the en-* 
trance. The date "1796" in metal numbers is attached to the wooden detail above the 
fan-light. A pair of recent but tasteful lamps are attached to the wall to the sides 
of the doorway.

The second-story central bay is a Palladian window, the centre being 12/12, with 
a 3/3 on each side and a six-paned fan-^ligh.t above. The detailing of this bay is 
equivalent to that of the entrance, including the pilasters. The arch above the 
fan-light features radiating voussoirs and keystone, in wood,.

The first and s.econd story windows to each, side of the central bay are simply 
framed and are 12/12.

The north-west and south_-east brick sides of the house are three bays wide, the 
fenestration in both stories being 12/12, as on the. main facade. A central doorway 
is present on the north-west side, with, a six-rpanelled door flanked by five-paned 
sidelights, all simply framed.

The cornice is supported by a denticulated entablature.

The rear of the house has fenestration equivalent to the other elevations. An 
unobtrusive one-story frame ell extends from the rear of the building. It is of 
later 19th-century date.

The Manor House, by Maine standards, is an extremely early and fine example 
of the Federal style.
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Built by one of the earliest settlers in the region, the Manor House is not 
only important as a finely conceived early Federal structure but also as a tie 
with early Naples, history.

George Peirce was sent as proprietor's.agent to an SGVacre grant in Otisfield, 
now Naples, Maine. He arrived in 1775 and built his cabin, saw mill and grist mill 
at a spot then called Peirce T s Falls, now Edes* Falls. Peirce served admirably as 
agent, then clerk of the plantation in 1796, and the town's first constable and col^ 
lector in 1798. He was an able builder and business man with, an excellent command 
of the law. He also acted as physician and surveyor for the early settlers of the 
region.

In 1789, Peirce was thrown into the Portland Gaol to await trial for murder. 
He had killed a Scotsman named Mclntosh, who was about to attack him with: an axe. 
After his acquittal on a plea of self defense, Peirce returned to Naples, his. reput 
ation restored and his standing in the community undiminished. A few years later 
he built the Manor House, a home befitting his stature as a prominent and prosperous 
citizen.
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