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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Taveau Church is a small, early 19th Century clapboard structure, located in rural 
Berkeley County. It is constructed on a low brick pier foundation and has a medium 
gable roof with boxed cornice.

The front facade is located on the gable side of the roof and features a small 
pedimented portico supported by four slender wooden Doric columns. The foundations 
and steps of the portico are brick, although the area between the foundations has 
been filled in with concrete blocks. The entrance is composed of double doors with 
a 12-light double row transom. Each of the two doors has six panels. A window 
is located on each side of the portico.

Both side facades feature a central double-door entrance flanked by two windows 
on each side. These entrances also feature a 12-light double row transom.

All windows are 16/16 with paneled shutters.

Additions to the structure include an exterior chimney to the right side, a cupola 
near the front facade, and a metal roof.

Interior: The furnishings of the interior (including pews and altar) appear to be 
original. The walls have been' valtered, however, being narrow tongue and groove 
siding (probably added during the late 19th or early 20th Century). The chancel 
area has also been altered, the two sides having been partitioned off into two rooi»s 
The entrance end of the interior features a small gallery of three bays with 
sophisticated detailing including dentil molding.

Surroundings: Included within the nominated acreage is a cemetery.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Taveau Church is an unusual example of early 19th Century church architecture. 
Located in rural Berkeley County, it exhibits an air of sophistication seldom 
seen in rural church architecture.

Little is known about the early history of Taveau Church. In 1932 Louisa 
Cheves Stoney made the following note in her edited version of A Day on Cooper 
River by John B. Irving:

Dr. Irving tells us that Clermont [a plantation on the Cooper River at 
the time of Irving's writing (ca. 1840)] was at that time the home of 
Augustus Taveau. His mother, Martha Caroline Swinton [Taveau], had 
married first John Ball, Sr. She belonged to Edisto Island and was 
a strong Presbyterian; here, in the midst of Episcopalians, she built 
a church on Clermont to make sure that the gospel might be preached 
in the country. Known as Taveau Church, it is now used by negroesJ

The church was used by a black congregation until the 1970s.

Architecture: Taveau Church features several notable architectural details. 
"These include the 12-light double row transoms over the three entrances, the 
16/16 windows with paneled shutters, and the Doric portico. The proportions of 
the structure are basically Federal, as evidenced by the pediment of medium 
pitch and the slender Doric columns. Equally significant is the plan of the 
building with entrances on three sides and chancel at the rear. The exterior 
is basically unaltered.

TLouisa Cheves Stoney, ed., A Day on Cooper River, John B. Irving (1932; 
rpt. Columbia: R.L. Bryan, 1969), p. 33.
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