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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located on the south side of Fort Hill road near the intersection of 
Port Hill Road and Governor Prence Road, and 1/4 mile east of U.S.Mid-Cape 
Highway 6, the Captain Edward Penniman House is a two and a half story 
frame house in the Second Empire French style with a matching barn to the 
rear. The house is rectangular and faces west, and is surrounded by resi­ 
dential planting. The building is painted yellow with white trim and has 
a red roof, striped. This was a sumptuous whaling captain's home of 1867, 
known historically as the "finest house in Eastham."

The house has been painted several times, and prior to recent outside 
restoration, was badly "alligatored." Removal of this old paint revealed 
colors similar to those used in recent restoration. All dentil work was 
removed, scraped, repainted and replaced. :: : ; _

Over-all dimensions of the house are 40'-5" on the west and 34"-7" 
on the south. The foundations are of field stone topped with granite. The 
walls are of frame construction with clapboards on the exterior. The 
main front door on the west side has a p<l1?ch with Corinthian columns, fluted 
shafts and pressed wood capitals. The rear or east door has a plank stoop 
The house has two centralized red brick chimneys.

The ;front door of the house is a heavy wooden door with an 
arched top and two vertical etched glass panels in the top half. The rear 
or east door is also heavy, but has a flat top, and one panel of glass. All 
windows on the first floor are the same size and all of the windows on 
the second floor are the same size with those on the first floor slightly 
larger. These windows have 2/2 light double hung sash. In the NW bay 
there are some colored glass panels. All windows are equipped with ex­ 
terior blinds, but only a few,on the ground floor remain. >/. ,

Roof is a mansard type. The lower level is covered with wood shingles 
.that,at one time were painted in red with brown stripes (restoration has 
followed this style). The cornice and eaves are heavy and rich in detail. 
There are dormers for all of the second floor windows these are rich in 
details, with pilasters and scrollwork. The cupola is octagonal with 
arphed.. windows on all sides. _ ,.;,-, , ., :..-.

House is set on an artificial terrace on the south side of Fort Hill 
road. Ornamental wood fence in front (west). There was at one time a 
high flag pole in yard. A turnstile, not replaced, once existed beneath 
the whale jaw-bone gateway.

The barn, located just southeast of the house, was constructed about 
1800. It has three floors, mansard roof, but omits richly detailed brack­ 
ets and dentil mouldinga at the cornice and quoin blocks at first floor cor­ 
ners. Wooden brackets, left over from the house construction, were used 
at the corner of the wood shed.

Section of second floor extends over a slope to the south, forming 
the first floor cover which housed a carriage and stalls for horse and cow.

Significance: 2nd Order 
Longtitude and Latitude: See Section 10
Acreage: 1. Surrounding new growth woods and fields owned by Fed.Gov. 
Recommended treatment: Preservation, exterior, which includes painting on 

a 4 year cycle, all windows and doors kept in repair, and roof kept free

from leaks - $850 annually. Partial Restoration of House:
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The art of whaling originated on Cape Cod, an'd the-'^rt and business 
reached its peak in the mid-19th century. Like most whaling captains, 
Penniman operated out of New Bedford, being in charge of several vessels 
during his long lifetime. He chose to retire in Eastham, and built this 
house in 1867. Penniman undertook whaling voyages to both southern and 
Arctic latitudes, being absent some 4 years at times.

Penniman was born in 1831, one of 11 children. He went to sea at 
eleven. His fourth whaling voyage took place in 1860 in the Minerva» 
After retirement, Penniman undertook a business venture in Chicago, lost 
money, and returned to whaling for a time. On one South Atlantic trip, 
gone 3 years, he came back with 4200s bbls. of oil, one of the largest haul 
ever to port at New Bedford. His wife, Betsey Knowles Penniman, accompanied 
her husband on some trips (his wife was born in the house directly across 
the street from the Penniman House). His seventh and last voyage was 
1881-1884 in the Jacob A. Howland, a three year's voyage to the Arctic.

Penniman was a typical whaling captain. Records show that he never 
lost a vessel in his command. He died in 1913', and his son, Eugene, carried, 
on the work for a short time.

<-- The-:real significance of the house lies in three factors: The unique 
appearance of the house (plans were said to have been brought back from 
France by Penniman, personally), the fact that thi'sj is the only whaling 
captain's house in Eastham, and it is the only one inside the Seashore 
boundaries.

 Restoration of the 'interior will' depend on public interest and 
availability of funds. Much Victorian furniture (some of it from this 
house) is stored at the Seashore. The interior of the house is very plain 
with the exception of the captain's den, a red-flocked wallpaper and fancy 
quilt-trim room which will require much money and time to restore.
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Internal, Captain's Den, $15,000. ' Remainder of
House, plastering and paper, $10,000.
Total $25,000. Barn needs new floors and other
internal repairs.
Cost: $4,500.

Photograph enclosed.

GPO 921-724


