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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X _EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED XUNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD __RUINS __ALTERED __MOVED DATE.
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The ground plan of the house is T-shaped. The cross
bar of the T is two stories high with a simple gable roof
aligned north and south. 1In the center of this part of the
house is a door with a small front porch and a single window
on either side. Above are three windows. The stem of the
T, which is the oldest part of the house, is a story and a
half high with a gable running east and west. There is a
small bay window in the southeast angle where the two parts
of the T join one another. The home is wood construction
throughout with clapboard siding.

A photograph of the house in 1885 shows the house
to have then had almost exactly its present form.™ A very
complete discription of the house as it existed during the
youth of Elbert Hubbard likewise suggests that the essent%ls
of this house are as they were in the nineteenth century.

The stem of the T was constructgd in 1857 of local
walnut lumber cut by Dr. Silas Hubbard.” The two story cross
bar of the T was built about 1872 in part with materials and
labor solicited by Elbert Hubbard aﬁ he rode from farm to
farm collecting his father's bills.

IVMary Hubbard Heath, The Elbert Hubbard 1 Knews An
Intimate Biography from the Pen of his Sister (East Aurora,
New Yorks Roycrofters, 1929), facing page 33.

2

Ibid. 65-76, 101-109.
31bid. p.b6.
41pid. 101-102



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

! —PREHISTORIC —ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMURNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION

—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC . __CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE

—1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS _ZLITERATURE —SCULPTURE
- __1600-1699 _ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION _MILITARY . SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—_1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING —MuUSIC —THEATER

—1800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

_INVENTION

' SPECIFIC DATEs 1857, ca. 1872 BUILDER/ARCHITECT See section 7

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house was the boyhood home of Elbert Hubbard,
one of the most important late nineteenth and early twentith
century American essay¢sts, author of "A Message to Garcia,"
and founder of The Roycrofters Shops.

Silas Hubbard, Elbert's father, came to McLean County
from Buffalo, New York, in 1855. Elbert was born in Bloomington
in 1856. The following year Silas Hubbard moved to Hudson, became
the first doctor in that town, and built the east portion of
this house. Elbert grew up in this house, attended school in
Hudson, and many of his later writings contain scenes drawn
from his boyhood surroundings. At the age of sixteen young
Hubbard began to travel and sell soap from door to door.

He prospered, moved to Buffalo, became a partner in the soap
company, and earned a modest fortune.

In 1892, quite suddenly, he gave up the soap business
and decided to become a writer. His first important efforts
were a series of Little Journeys, each one to the home of some

| successful or famous person. Eventually he produced 170 such
| journeys and they became one of the most widely read series of
) popular essays in the United States in the two decades before

the outbreak of the first world war. In 1895 Hubbard brought
out the first issue of the Philistine, an iconoclastic journal
which soon became the most popular of the so called "little
journals" that marked a significant change in American reading
habits.

| In March, 1899, the magazine printed a short and at
the time untitled essay by Hubbard which became known as "A

‘ Message to Garcia." The essay was inspired by the journey

| of Lieutenant Andrew S. Rowen to the Cuban rebel leader

| leader Calixto Garcia. Only three paragraphs concern Rowen.

| The remainder of the 1,500 words are an admonition to the

‘ workers of the world to act promptly, with energy, and
accomplish their assigned task. The work =~ is AMON&
the most widely reprinted essaysin American history. By 1913
an estimated 40 million copies had been printed. It was
widely reprinted in text books and standard reading for two
generations of American school children. By 1939, when the
Roycrofters copyright expired, over 80 million copies had
been printed and the essay had been translated into every major
language in the world.

After returning from a trip to England, in 1895, Hubbard
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Lot 11 and 12 in block 7 in the Village of Hudson

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
EElFORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE  William D. Walters, Jr. Asst. Professor
ORGANIZATION De pt . of Geog-raphy DATE
Dec. 20, 1977

STREET & NUMBER IllinOiS State Universi-ty TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN Normal . Ill inois STATE

EBASTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITH!N THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL_X_ STATE __ LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Se

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

T1TLE DD,\% | M A_v&.i _55 M_{LME 3/1..,

GPO 021=-803



Form No. 10-300a
(Hev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 2

established the Roycroft community at East Aurora. Under
Hubbard's direction this artistic community developed a wide
range of craft products, particularly finely printed books.
At the hight of its productivity the Roycroft community
employed several hundred craftsmen. The Roycrofters buildings
have recently been placed on the National Register of Historic
Places.,

On May 1, 1915 Hubbard boarded the Lusatania ramarking,
"Well if they sink her....I will have a chance some day to meet
the Kaiser in hell." He was perhaps the best known American
to go down with the ship.

It is a measure of Elbert Hubbard's importance that
since his death he has been the subject of six full length
biographies.

lpreeman Champney, Art and Glory: The Story of Elbert
Hubbard (New York: Crown Publishers, 19%8), P. 191.



Form No 10-300a
(Hev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 9 PAGE 2

Dirlam, Kenneth H. The Story of A Message to Garcia. Mansfield,
OhiOI n.p‘] 1960-

Dirlam, Kenneth H. and Earnest E. Simmons. Sinners, This is
East Auroras The Story of Elbert Hubbard and the
Roycroft shops. New York:Vantage Press, 1964,

Gumbrell, Tom. "The Hudson Connections A Story Behind Two
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Note to the record

Additional Documentation: 2006
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

CONTINUATION SHEET
Section 1.2.3 Page _1 Hubbard House Amendment

Amendment—Correction of address. On original National Register nomination form address was listed as 310
Broadway instead of 301 North Broadway, which is the correct address.

Section 1. Name of Property

Hubbard House

Section 2. Location

street & number 301 North Broadway not for publication
city or town Hudson vicinity
state  Illinois code IL county McLean code 021 zipcode

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify
that this _ nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the
National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant ___ nationally
statewide __ locally. (__ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

borle L~ [rup £ i G

Signature of certifying official Date

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( _ See
continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Requested Action: Nomination
Property Name: Hubbard House

Multiple Name:
State & County: ILLINOIS, McLean

Date Received: Date of Pending List:  Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List:
1/1/1979 2/15/1979

Reference number: 79003163

Nominator: State

Reason For Review:
AD Aceer fer 2 cob

ﬂ Accept Return Reject Date

Abstract/Summary
Comments:

Recommendation/
Criteria

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No see attached SLR : No

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the
National Park Service.



National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
STATE ILLIKOIS
Date Entered FEB 1 1979

Name Location

Hubbard House Hudson
' McLean County

Also Notified

Honorable Adlai E. Stevenson
Honorable Charles H. Percy State Historic Preservation Officer

Honorable Edward R, Madigan Dr. David Kemney
Director, Department of Comservation

602 State Office Building
400 South Spring Street
Springfield, Illinois 62706

NR Byers/bjr 2/9/79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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NAME OF PROPERTY %éf@f@/ /;%5_5&- STATE L/ op >.S

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office fc -
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATI
IS RESUBMITTED. :

7 | Description:

8 | Statement of Significance:

9 | Bibliography:

10| Geographical Data -- Acreage:

UTM Reference(s):

Verbal Boundary Description:

112| Certification:

Photographic Coverage:

Map Coverage: // 3 Maaﬁj/{’c/ /NG 590/;7'_ // Vi 9/"5/ ﬂégne (ouerSa 7[fam

ﬁé’@{ /zzmw/ﬂ jf/S“ &5 uy g/,,ﬂ
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to/a@/ 7425,7/(//»’

on the National Register staff, telephone U _ ?/? X v3/ s

Thank you for your attention to the above items.

ratll
200 \Dsensnl Q nate: _|24A[78

Chief, Branch of Registration , INT:2108=74

4
-

United States Departmerit of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 8
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(1)NAME as it appears on federal register: () OTHER NAMES: date of entry: |(g)county code:
Hubbard House : EB 1 1a7¢0 113
® LOCATION street & number city / town vicinity of state county NPS REGION:
310 Broadway Hudson 1L McLean MW
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Oexeellent Oruins Ounaltered Omoved EDNDT INTACT-0 :C! NOT INTACT=O grjum INTACT - ©
Ogood Ounexposed Oreconstructed unknown WO UNKNOWN -4 WO UNKNOWN =5 SOIUNKNOWN -6
Ofair Dunexcavated Dexecavated ZJ NOT APPLICABLE-7 WO NOT APPLICABLE-8 & CINOT APPLICABLE- B
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lllinois Department of Conservation

life and land together 7

605 WM. G. STRATTON BUILDING *400 SOUTH SPRING STREET ¢ SPRINGFIELD 62706
CHICAGO OFFICE — ROOM 100, 160 NO. LASALLE 60601

David Kenney, Director e James C. Helfrich, Assistant Director

December 22, 1978

William Murtagh AN
Keeper of the National Register (Y RE, <N
% Lucy Franklin ;f?f CE“ED A
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Servicé" 2y o 'j;
Washington 20202 _”?E%@

Reey o VAL

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

Enclosed please find a portion of the relavent USGA
dquadrangle for the Hubbard Home. As noted in my phone
conversation with you (December 22, 1978), there are no
available copies of the quadrangle; and, as you agreed, I
have forwarded the enclosed copy.

I hope that this nomination form will be delayed no longer.
Sincerely,

N5 o

Keith A. Sculle
National Register
Coordinator

KAS/ksf

Enclosure




TELEPHONE REPORT

OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

PROJECT:  S\wdmnA_

To/From: Ot apena IS DATE:

- (-7
ADDRESS : PHONE :

STAFF MEMBER: Division:
REPORT :

m%@mwmwm

USGY ey
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605 STATE OFFICE BUILDING » 400 SOUTH SPRING STREET « SPRINGFIELD 62706
CHICAGO OFFICE — ROOM 100, 160 NO. LASALLE 60601

David Kenney, Director e James C. Helfrich, Assistant Director

April 12, 1978

Mr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

National Register of Historic Places

Office of Archaeology & Historic Preservation
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service, > :
U.S. Department of Interior el
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

Enclosed, please find the National Register nomination forms for
Duncan Manor and Hubbard Home.

Both are located in the Normal Quadrangle in Illinois. The USGS
Wis drangle is currently out of print and unavailable from - =
both state and federa :

Therefore, these forms are being submitted to you without a USGS

map.
Thank you for your attention to these forms.
Sincerely,
W
Anne E. Manuell
Cultural Resources Assistant
ARM/j1 _ !

Enclosures



Illinois Historic
== Preservation Agency

. Voice (217) 782-4836
A 1 Old State Capitol Plaza « Springfield, lllinois 62701-1512 + Teletypewriter Only (217) 524-7128

www.illinois-history.gov

June 30, 2006

Mr. Patrick Andrus

National Register Program

National Park Service, Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W., Suite NC400

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Andrus:
The current owner of the Hubbard House in Hudson, McLean County, Illinois, has indicated that
the address of the property is not correct. The enclosed amendment to the Hubbard House lists

the correct address.

Thank you for your attention io this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Tracey A. Sculle
Survey and National Pegister Coordinator

enclosures

Printed on Recycled Paper





