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When, Russell Sturgis wrote his Architectural Record critique of

Bruce Prfce's work in 1899, he noted that, "There is a large class of
buildings erected by Mr. Price in which the French architecture of the
early part of the XVI century has been used with great freedom and in-
telligence." Among the examples of Price's Chateauesque style which
Sturgis i1llustrated was "The Turrets", an immense granite summer "cottage"

erected at Bar Harbor in 1895.

Recent years of disuse have not dimmed the architectural drama of
the Turrets. The house is basically rectangular, stands three to four
stories high, and has a highly picturesque roof of hipped and conical
forms with dormers projecting from it. Although these varied elements
give the design the appearance of romantic asymmetyy, there 1s actually
a basic balance of the composition of both the facade and the ocean

elevations,

The facade or west side of the Turrets is comprised of five major
sections, The central section is four stories in height, The first
story contains the main doorway, which is flanked on either side by a
sidelight and a window. In front of these elements is a porte-cochere
supported by Ionic columns and square piers and ornamented with a heavy
classical balustrade. A panel bearing the date 1895 is located on the
front of the porte-cochere, The second story has a grouping of three
arched windows which are capped by arched panels displaying carved
fleur-de-1is. Directly above these windows is another group of three

windows which are divided by two wooden Ionic columns.

of each window has an elongated diamond mullion in a Colonial Rey,
manner. The hipped roof of the central section contains a fourth story
with a dormer. With its diamond paned window and its triangular pedimen-
ted gable, this dormer is Colonial Revival in character. While the

other dormers on the house may vary in size and number of windows, they

all conform to the design.

On either side of the central section of the Turrets' facade are
two flanking sections. To the left is a three story section and a two
story kitchen wing. The three story section has one window on the first
story, three on the second, and a Colonial Revival dormer with double
windows on the third. Between this section and the kitchen wing is a
picturesque secondary entrance with a masonry portico which has a turret
above it. The kitchen wing is a chastely designed, hipped roof struc-

ture with two windows on its facade.

To the right of the central section is a three story circular tower
and a three story section with a rounded end wall,
two windows on the first level, three on the second, and two arched
The tower has a conical
cap with a metal pinnacle at the top. Delicate iron brackets are present
at the tower's cornice level, as they are at the cornice level of the
rest of the house. At the right of the tower is a three story section
with two facade windows on each of the first two levels. The rounded
end displays one first story window and a grouping of three second
story ones. The roof is a combination of being hipped and conical

ones with diamond paned mullions on the third.

with two dormers projecting from it.

(See Continuation Sheet)
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7. Description. . ' 2.

The ocean or east side of the Turrets is more symmetrical in appear-
ance than the facade. The central section is a three walled tower-like
structure which projects from the house. On the first story a large
picture window is flanked on either side by a smaller window. This
area is fronted by an open porch which extends to both of the flanking
sections of the ocean side. The second story has a double door which
opens on to a wooden porch. At either side of the porch is a window.
The third story contains a group of three windows which are divided by
two Tonic columns. The group is flanked by a window on either side.

The central section is capped by a sharply hipped roof with a dormer.
Each of the two flanking sections of the ocean side contains a
large window on the first story. The left section has three windows on
the second story, while the right has two. At either side of the second

story is a small turret with a conical roof and a metal pinnacle. The
third and fourth stories are part of a high pitched hipped roof with two
dormers at each level.

The south wall of the Turrets features a continuation of the ocean
side porch without a roof. The first story has a three part window,
while the second contains a single one. The north wall is fronted by
the two story kitchen wing.

' The once splendidly furnished interior of the Turrets is now empty.
However, its elegant spaces remain. The first floor features a "living
hall" with a grand staircase. A richly paneled dining room is located
to the left of the hall. At its right is a large drawing room. The
second floor contains suites of family bedrooms, while the third and
fourth stories have servants' quarters and storage rooms.

The Turrets stands today as a haunting reminder of a vanished way of
life. Yet the 'great freedom and intelligence" of Bruce Price's design °
remains intact. If the Turrets' present owners succeed in adapting it
for educational purposes, this monumental French chateau on the Maine
coast will find new purpose for the future.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This imposing chateauesque home overlooking Frenchman's Bay is an
important survival recalling the heighday of Bar Harbor as a fashion-
able turn of the century resort which rivaled Newport in opulence and
social distinction. The disastrous fire of 1947 destroyed most of the
grand homes, always referred to as 'cottages'", in the area and effec-
tively ended the era of ostentation in this still wealthy and popular
resort., S
The first summer visitors, or '"rusticators', began coming to Bar
Harbor in the late 1850's drawn by the spectacular scenery and the
salubrious sea breezes. These early arrivals stayed first in primi-
tive boarding houses and later in hotels of plain wood frame construc-
tion. By the late 1870's, however, a few cottages of modest size began
to appear built for the most part by Bostonians and particularly Harvard
professors. As the century drew to a close the stamp of social dis-
tinction was placed on Bar Harbor with the coming of prominent families
not only from Boston but also New York, Philadelphia and other centers
of the new industrial wealth. President Eliot of Harvard, J. P. Morgan
and George Vanderbilt of New York and the noted publisher, Joseph
Pulitzer, were among many of the socially "elect" who solidified Bar
Harbor's position as a watering place of the rich and distinguished.
There now arose a number of elaborate and stately ''cottages' on beauti-
ful grounds of which "The Turrets" is a striking example.

Its builder, J. J. Ezéfy of Cincinnati and later New York City,
was a typilcal late ninetetnth century financier with diverse business
involvements. Taking over his father's lard and candle making business,
he and his brothers built it into the largest such industry in the
country. He also was extensively invested in real estate in major
cities across the country and had nearly 2,000 tenants in apartments
he had constructed in Cincinnati alone. Beyond this he was a major
force in promoting the Cincinnati Southern Railway.

To design his Bar Harbor mansion Emery retained the distinguished
New York architect, Bruce Price. Price, who had opened his New York
office in 1877, had designed several important buildings in that city
including the much admired American Surety Building. He also was
responsible for laying out Tuxedo Park, designing the Frontenac Hotel
in Quebec City and, at his death, had just completed plans for a palace
in Tokyo, Japan, for the Crown Prince. He was a versatile practitioner
of several late nineteenth century styles including Shingle, Beaux Arts

and, in the case of "The Turrets", chateauesque.

(See Continuation Sheet)
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8. Significance. ' 2.

After some years of disuse, "The Turrets'" has recently been acquired
by The College of the Atlantic, a four year old institution dedicated to
environmental studies. )

"The Turrets" is noteworthy as a surviver of a lost segment of the
American social scene, home of a bygone economic species, architectural
creation of a prominent and gifted designer and currently part of a new
and promising educational experiment.
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