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Town R o w l e v oof 
Address 142 M a i n S t r e e t 

Historic Name Thomas l . a i r ibe r t House 

Use: Present R e s i d e n c e 

Orig ina l R e s i d e n c e 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1699 

Source T e w e t t ' s H i s t o r y 1 6 3 9 - 1 8 5 0 

Style F i r s t P e r i o d 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric r> T f\ c: 

Outbuil dines M i d - I 9 t h c e n t u r v 

w i t h Gothic Rev iva l t r i m 

a r r o o F. S 
Major Alterations (with dates) 
added, r o o f r e b u i l t , 18th or e a r l y \9z  
c.: east and west V7ings added, 19!:h c. 

Condition Good 

Hoved No Data N / A 

Acreace l e s s t h a n one a c r e 

S e t t i n g A t t o w n c e n t e r , o v e r l o o k i n g r h 

" t r a i n i n g p l a c e , " i n s t r e e t s c a p e 

o f V i d e l y s p a c e d wood f r a m e 

b u i I d i n g s C p r i m a r i l y 1 9 t h c . d a t e . 

Recorded by Anne G r a d y 

O r g a n i z a t i o n B o s t o n U n - i v e r s i c y 

Date June 19 86 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coranunity: 
ROWLEY 

Form No: 
39 

tH.«r^^-^•^„ Ki^^. Thomas Lambert Property Name: ^^^^^ 

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi i s being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Lambert House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, m a t e r i a l s and 
workmanship i n the F i r s t Period frame of the righ t - h a n d rooms which 
embodies d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of form and c o n s t r u c t i o n under 
C r i t e r i o n C. The dec o r a t i o n and oak wood of the frame are rep r e s e n t a t i v e 
of F i r s t Period frames at the t u r n of the 18th century. There i s no way 
to be c e r t a i n of the c o n s t r u c t i o n date of the l e f t - h a n d rooms and chimney 
bay, without examining the frame i n those areas, but the f a c t t h a t j o i s t 
spacing i n the l e f t - h a n d room i s a conservative 17 1/2 inches on centers 
as opposed t o 19 1/2 inches on centers i n the right-hand room suggests a 
contemporary, i f not e a r l i e r frame. The presence of a c e l l a r under j u s t 
the l e f t - h a n d room might also suggest t h a t t h a t side of the house was the 
o r i g i n a l s i n g l e c e l l s t r u c t u r e . 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Lambert House i s a f i v e bay wide, 2 1/2 s t o r y , two room deep 
s t r u c t u r e w i t h a d d i t i o n s to the rear and both sides. I t i s impossible to 
t e l l whether the house began as a s i n g l e or double c e l l s t r u c t u r e from 
v i s i b l e evidence f o r the frame i s completely boxed on the l e f t - h a n d 
side. Some time i n the 18th century rear rooms p o s s i b l y i n the form of a 
lean-to were added to the house. By the mid 19th century, the house had 
become a f u l l two room deep, two s t o r y house covered by a ra i s e d roof 
w i t h r i d g e on the center a x i s . The clapboarded e x t e r i o r has 
symmetrically placed sash windows and a mid 19th century entrance porch. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

F i r s t p e riod framing i s v i s i b l e only i n the r i g h t hand f r o n t room and 
chamber, but several pieces of evidence described below suggest t h a t the 
l e f t hand rooms were b u i l t a t the same time or even e a r l i e r . 

I n the right-hand room, 19 fe e t square, there i s an exposed l o n g i t u d i n a l 
oak summer beam 13 1/2 inches wide w i t h 1 1/2 inch wide f l a t chamfers and 
lamb's tongue stops a t the f i r e p l a c e w a l l . J o i s t spacing i s 19 1/2 
inches on centers. The f i r e p l a c e w a l l has been p a r t l y opened up t o 
reveal the remains of a f i r e p l a c e l i n t e l 4 1/2 f e e t above the f l o o r . I n 
the r i g h t - h a n d chamber, the oak summer t i e beam has f l a t chamfers and 
lamb's tongue stops. V e r t i c a l feather edged sheathing t r i m s the 
f i r e p l a c e w a l l south of the f i r e p l a c e . 

The chimney bay i s an ample 8' 3" wide, w h i l e the l e f t - h a n d room i s , l i k e 
the r i g h t - h a n d room, 19 f e e t square. The l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam there 
has a 14 1/2 inch wide box so t h a t the beam underneath must be comparable 
i n s i z e t o the summer beam i n the ri g h t - h a n d room. J o i s t spacing i n the 
c e i l i n g of- the l e f t - h a n d room i s 17 1/2 inches on centers. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoin 
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Roof framing was entirely replaced when the new, broader roof was 
constructed. The chimney was rebuilt angling back from the at t i c floor 
to exit at the ridge of the roof. There i s a cellar under just the left 
hand front room and the rear rooms of the house. The chimney foundation 
i s a broad brick arch. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The house retains a fine early Second Period staircase with turned 
balusters and drops. The left-hand room and chamber exhibit carefully 
crafted cornice moldings with cyma profile and similar crown moldings 
along the boxed beams. Both rooms have mantelpieces in the Greek Revival 
style. 

A niche north of the fireplace in the right-hand room i s surmounted by a 
r e l i e f which looks like the death's head of an early gravestone. The 
feature probably dates from the early 20th century restoration of the 
house. I f further investigation should determine that the death's head 
i s part of the original chimney construction, the feature would be a 
highly significant use of F i r s t Period religious imagery. 

A 19th century barn i s attached to the le f t wing of the house. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The Lambert house was built by Thomas Lambert, Jr., who took his bride 
there in 1699. The house remained in the hands of the Lambert family 
until 1977. Mrs. Chiney Lambert, owner in the early 20th century, was 
instrumental in the purchase and restoration of the Platts Bradstreet 
house by the Rowley Historical Society. 

REFERENCES 

Jewett, History of Rowley, Rowley, p. 197. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoM 
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