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Town Rowlev OOf
Address 142 Main Street
Historic Nae Thomas |.airibert House

Use: Present Residence

Original Residence

DESCRIPTION

Date 1699

Source Tewett's History 1639-1850

First Period

Style

Architect ~ Ynknown

Exterior Wall Fabric e
Outbuil dines

Mid-19th centurv

with Gothic Revival trim

Major Alterations (with dates)

roor.s
added, roof rebuilt, 18thor early \9z
c.: east and west V7ings added, 19':h c.
Condition Good
Hoved No Data N/A
Acreace less than one acre

Setting At town center, overlooking rh

"training place,” in streetscape

of Videly spaced wood frame

buildingsCprimarily 19th c¢. date.

Anne Grady

Recorded by

Organization Boston Un-iversicy

Date June 19 86
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SI GNI FI CANCE

The Lanmbert House retains integrity of location, design, materialsand
wor kmanship i ntheFirst Period frame of theright-hand roons which
embodi es distinctive characteristicsof form andconstruction under
Criterion G The decoration and oakwod of theframe are representative
of First Period frames at theturn of the 18t hcentury. There i sno way
to be certainof theconstruction date of theleft-hand rooms and chi mey
bay, without examning theframe i nthose areas, but t hefact that joist
spacing i ntheleft-hand roomi sa conservative 17 1/2 inches on centers
as opposed t 019 1/2 inches on centers i ntheright-hand room suggests a
contemporary, i f not earlier frame. The presence of a cellar under just
the left-hand room m ght also suggest that that side of t hehouse was t he
original single cell structure.

EXTERI CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Lanmbert House i sa five baywi de, 2 1/2 story, tworoom deep
structure with additions t otherear andboth sides. 't i simpossible to
tell whether t hehouse began as a single or double cell structure from
visible evidence for theframe i scompletely boxed ontheleft-hand

side. Some time i nthel8th century rear roons possibly i ntheform of a
| ean-to were added t ot hehouse. By them d19th century, thehousehad
beconme a full tworoom deep, twostory house covered by a raised roof
with ridge onthecenter axis. The clapboarded exteriorhas
symmetrically placed sash windows anda m d 19t hcentury entrance porch.

MAJCR FI RST PER D FEATURES

First period frammng i svisible only i ntheright hand front roomand
chamber, but several pieces of evidence described below suggest that the
left hand rooms were built at thesame time or even earlier.

In theright-hand room 19 feet square, there i san exposed longitudinal
oak sumrer beam 13 1/2 inches wide with 1 1/2 inch wide flat chanmfersand

| amb's tongue stops at thefireplace wall. Joist spacing i s19 1/2
inches on centers. Thefireplace wall has been partly opened up t o
reveal theremains of a fireplace lintel 4 1/2 feet above thefloor. I n

the right-hand chamber, t heoak sumer ti e beam hasflat chanfers and
| amb's tongue stops. Vertical feather edged sheathing trimst he
fireplace wall south of the fireplace.

The chimey bayi san anple 8 3" wide, while theleft-hand roomis, like
the right-hand room 19 feet square. The longitudinal sumrer beam there
has a 14 1/2 inch wide box so that t hebeam underneath nust be conmparable
in size t othesumer beami nt heright-hand room Joist spacing i n the
ceiling of- the left-hand roomi s 17 1/2 inches on centers.

Staple tolnventory form at bottoin
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Roof framing was entirely replaced when the new Dbroader roof was

constructed. The chimey was rebuilt angling back from the attic floor
to exit at the ridge of the roof. There i sa cellar under just the left
hand front roomand the rear roons of the house. The chinney foundation

is a broad brick arch.

LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

The house retains a fine early Second Period staircase with turned

bal usters and drops. The left-hand room and chanber exhibit carefully
crafted cornice nmoldings with cyna ﬁrohle and simlar crown noldings

al ong the boxed beans. Both roons have mantel pieces in the Geek Revival

style.

A niche north of the fireplace inthe right-hand room i s surmounted by a
relief which |looks Iike the death's head of an early gravestone. The

feature probably dates from the early 20th century restoration of the
house. | f further investigation should determ ne that the death's head

s part of the original chimey construction, the feature would be a
hi ghly significant use of First Period religious imagery.

A 19th century barn i sattached to the left wing of the house.

H STORI CAL | NFCRVATI ON

The Lanbert house was built by Thomas Lanbert, Jr., who took his bride
there in 1699. The house remained i n the hands of the Lanbert famly

until 1977. Ms. Chiney Lanbert, owner inthe early 20th century, was
instrumental 1 n the purchase and restoration of the Platts Bradstreet

house by the Rowl ey Historical Society.
REFERENCES

Jewett, History of Rowl ey, Rowey, p. 197.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoM
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