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The Searsport Historic District is a compact and cohesive grouping of 
thirteen 19th-century buildings, predominently commercial in nature, which 
are in an excellent state of preservation. There is just one intrusion present.

Buildings contributing to the character of the district:

1. Merrill Trust Bank Building: by 1891, Italianate with a Mansard roof and 
•centra'!' fac'a'de' tbwe'f1! 2r> 'st6ries, b'rick' with.'" wood a'hd 'stone' trim.

,.,, ,|-r*.'. :n- : :./. If'.: ri-: / iM .->'• 'jv-. ",h -•- . < •- •-.- • •> • i •/••.'• >• I -

•2". Satgent1 Blb'ck: I'6fe9 :;"' Italianate''," 3' stories; brick" with' woo£ and granite trim.
V i •-• i.'.nvi on--! '-'.' ,-«;'f- -, A ^.-liii.' --- i •; _• ! I i.. !• '. - ••"-• ---•• • • ' •' • •- ( ••.'•• -'• ' ',-•••

2A* Ni'chol's Block: ;J 1868; : ttalianate', '3 'stories^" brick^witK'wo'od' and' granife" trim.

4. Ice Cream Parlor: by 1900, 1 story, frame with clapboard siding and false 
front.

5. Richard Smart Building: by 1849, Greek Revival (with Gothic Revival niche 
in the half-story), 2 stories, brick with wood and granite trim.

, 6 & 7. Merrithew1 Block: 1847, Greek Revival, 2% stories, brick with wood and , , 
granite trim.

9. Methodist Church: 1840, Greek Revival, 2 stories, with central facade 
tower, brick with wood and granite trim.

11. Smart Block: 1853, Greek Revival-Italianate, 3^ stories, brick with wood 
and granite trim.

12. Leach Block: 1834, Federal, 2% stories, brick with wooden trim.

13 & 14. Pendelton Block: c.1845, Greek Revival, 2 stories, brick with wood and 
granite trim,

15. Whitcomb Block: c.1850, Greek Revival, 2 stories, brick with wood and 
granite trim*

Non conforming intrusion detracting from the integrity of the district 

3. Al-Rose Superette, contemporary, 1 story, cement block.

0

8. This wooden structure was demolished in December, 1978. 

10* The building originally given this number was not included in the district.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located in an area once part of the Muscongus.Patent;(1630), and later 
Franklin Plantation (1756), .Searsport was first settled in the 1750 T s by 
members of the garrison atFortPownal in_ Stocktonl Springs... : As.\ early..as: 1791 
shipbuilding took place in the community reaching its peakv1845^66, when six 
full time yards were in operation, and .twice, that. number, on a : seasonal-,- or, 
sporadic basis. The prosperity derived from these operations is reflected by 
most of the buildings in this district which were built during this period.

Nowhere outside of Portland can be found finer examples of the heavy granite 
post and lintel facade than in the buildings' .which'range3aloftgBMain : Street in 
Searsport. The sturdy brick Methodist Church clearly expresses the economic 
confidencerof mid-century Searsport.

Also known as the "Home of Famous Sea Captains", Searsport produced no 
less than 286 men in this profession. In 1885 one tenth of all full rigged 
ships sailing under the American flag were commanded by men from this small 
community. The unusually sophisticated architecture of the Merrill Trust 
Bank Building may very well be attributable in part to the cultivated tastes 
acquired by these cosmopolitan seafarers.

The buildings are not only well maintained, but they are so little altered 
from their original state that the flavor of the mid-19^h century seaport is 
retained. The heavy commercial pressures exerted by their geographic 
location on Maine's principal summer travel artery strongly suggest that every 
effort should be made to insure the preservation of these buildings.
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1GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY______I___________ 
UTM REFERENCES

A|l.9| 1510,519,5.51 14,912,216,7.0) BJl.'^ *| 5|0. 6J' 6. oj'dj I'^'sj'2. 2| 5, 7, QJ
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

c|li9l IslOiSlSiSiSl lAi9l2i2[5j_OiOj_____PJli.9| I 5\ Oi 5J8i.li p) _Ui. si 2i 2J5t fr |J 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at the easterly corner of Main and Mosman Streets, the district boundary 
runs southerly along the east side of Mosman Street to the .southerly corner of the 
Merrill Bank Building (1) lot where it turns easterly foiiowirig the'rear property 
lines of the buildings oh the south side of Main Street to the southeasterly corner 
of the Methodist Church C9) lot. The line then runs northerly'to Main Street and 
westerly along said street to a point opposite the westerly side of Knox Brothers 
Ayenue where It turns northerly following said street to the northeasterly corner of 
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Merrill Trust Company
Main Street
Sear sport, Maine 04974

Milford Grant
10 Quaker Lane
Southington, Connecticut 06489

Perdrizet 
87% grassy Plain 
Bethel, Connecticut 06801

Alex Narofsky
Main Street
Sear sport, Maine 04974

Sidney Campbell, Heirs 
c/o Inez Campbell 
S: t eambpa t Ay enu e 
Sear; sport, Maine 04974

Sidney Campbell, Heirs & Mary 
c/o Inez: Campbell 
SteairiBoat Avenue

04974

William H. McElvain
Main Street
Sear sport, Maine 04974
and

Karen Murphy 
Harris Road 
S.t0ckton Springs^ Maine 04981

Searspqrt Historical Society 
frtain Street 
Searsport, Maine 04974

Methodist Church

04974
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Rolf Jettinghoff
Prospect Street
Sear sport, Maine 04974

Dr. Fred G. Johnson
East Main Street
§ear sport, Maine 04974

Knox Brothers, Incorporated
Ma.in Street
Sear sport, Maine 04 974

Paul Staples, 
c/o David Staples 
Ma, in Street 
Searspqr,t, Maine 049.74

Epsteins, Incorporated
Main Street
£?ear sport, Maine 04974
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The, ^[hitcomjir Block (15) lot. From here it runs westerly following the rear 
property lines of the buildings on the north side of Main Street to the north" 
westerly corner of the Smart Block (11) lot where it turns southerly following 
west line of this property, crosses Main Street and runs westerly following 

s,outh; side of- Main Street to the point of beginning.

The district is delineated to include all buildings of the mid to late 
19th century in the commercial center of Searsport. The church is included 
as historically associated with the period and compatible architecturally 
in style, scale and materials.
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