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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAU (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Edgar Watson Howe Home is a two-story red brisk, structure 
rising from a native stone^foundation. The brick is laid in common 
running bond and the stone in random ashlar pattern. The house is 
irregular in plan with a two-story octagonal tower projecting 
from the north _side and a 1^hjcjej5^J^3^ the south. 
A large porch^with brick pij..lars_spans the entire east_fronjb. An 
iron railing encloses the space between the pillars. The shingled 
hip roof has dormer windows./ and there_^are miniature spires^at 
each end of the_rjLd.q.e-S_. The roof overhangs the brick wall below 
and is supported by dejc^rative__Lb-£aGkeJ:s. ^Coupled brackets are 
used at the corners. Windows on both floors are of the double 
hung type and are rectangular in shape. The windows rise from 
stone, sills and are capped with , purved stone lintels. The lintels 
have simple designs except for those on the east facade, which 
are ornamented with carvings and a keystone. A ;small_fj:ame 
outbuilding located to_Jtiie_jie.ar_of the house is Similar in 
character to the main house. iThe exterior of the Edgar W. 
Howe Home is believed to be little changed. However the interior 
has been considerably altered as the building has been used as 
an anfertment house. The main house is a good example of the 
Renaissance style of architecture iri Kansas^.
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"The Ed'gar Wa'tson Howe Hbfiie^^at 1117 North Third street in Atchi- 
son was built in the early 1880 ' s_for the well-knQwn._Kan.S-as^news- 
gager^editor and his fainily. The Howe s had moved to Atchison in 
1877, where h^_e^tab,lj^hed^^^ even though the city 
already had three newspapers. He i distributed free copies of the 
Daily Globe for the first two weeks and after that had no difficulty 
getting subscribers. The personality which Howe injected into the 
Globe and his concern^with .people I rather than things soon made~his~~

a success, and eventally all other Atchison newspapers 
went out of business.

As his newspaper achieved financial success, Howe made plans to 
move his family from their small! house on Santa Fe street. He 
purchased land on what was then known as the old Doniphan road ; at 
that time the site was out in the ;| country. The house erected for 
him was sa;Ld to have been ; patterned after one in the neighborhood 
which he knew and admired;. Although there is some question about 
the specific date the house was cbpmpleted, an 1882-1883 Atchison 
city directory lists the Howis f airily residence as 1117 North Third 
street. Later a small! on^-rbom frame house was built beside the " 
larger house, and after his wife divorced him in 1901, Howe lived and 
wrote there for several years before returning to the main house. 
After he retired as a newspaper editor in. 1910, he built a bungalow 
three and one-half milks south of Atchison overlooking the Missouri - 
river. At "Potato HiljL'Vjis his retirement homej^s^sSlled^ he began 
publishing a lnagazine7"the~E. l^"jfbwe^4onthly . The town house was 
left almost entirely as it wks, and Howe continued to live there 
during part of the year, j After his death in 1937, Howe's niece 
resided in; the Atchison hous^. The building was later made into 
apartments, but the present owners reportedly plan to restore it to 
its original appearance. : ;

Edgar Watson Howe has often been referred to as the best small- 
town newspap^er^rejporter in the nation r and the Globe during his

widely""quoted papers in America. The
years,of Potato Hill," as he became 

Iso a successful author of many articles and books in which his 
spphy on life and religion was expressed. His most famous book,
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8. The Story of a Country Town, described life in a small midwestern 
community. The widespread recognition Ed Howe received as a 
western newspaper editor and author Jiaji,,^
ii-te:£ar,yi;^i^ the entire country. His 
house in Atchison is signir'icant"because of his noteworthy •— 
accomplishments in journalism and literature. Jiw lib^

Howe, E. W.; Plain People (New York, Dodd r Mead and Co., 1929). 
Pickett, Calder M^, Ed_ Howe: Country Town Philosopher (Lawrence,

University Press of Kansas, 5 1968). 
Rose, Bill and Catherine, ^compilers, Atchison Centennial, 1854-1954

(Atchison, Lockwood Co.> 1954).
"Seeing; Atchison," Kansas City Star_, April 5, 1914. 
Stronks, James B., ^Willi^m Dean Howells, Ed Howe, and ^Phe Story

of a Country Town,:" 8; pp. pamphlet reprinted from.,American
Literature, v. 29, nb; 4 (January, 1958). 

Watson, John, "Famed Persons Like Amelia Earhart, Aviatrix; Ed
HoweV 'Sage of Potatql Hill^' Claimed Atchison As Home,Town,"
Wichita Evening EaglH, January 7, 1954.


