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DtSCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in 1821, DeVault Tavern is a dignified two-story brick
building in the federal style with a graceful lower and upper front
porch., The porch is of wood construction and has a small, but well
proportioned pediment. Two chimneys on each end of the house add
to the balance in the house. A two-story ell extends to the rear
and some enclosure has been made on the side porch of the ell.

The brick is laid in the flemish bond and the house rests on a _
limestone foundation. The windows are original {as are the shutters.|
A handsome fanlight front doorsleadg to both the up and downstairs
porches. A most handsome and unusual woodwork detail is found under
the eaves and around the porch. This hand-carved detail gives the
appearance of a honeycomb, and is found in several early houses in
Washington County. The house has fine hand-carved cornice-work as
well,

The interior trim is also unusual in detail, as are the doors and
mantels. The old bar in the front room has been preserved just as
it was originally. The original floors, walls, and stairs are all
present as are the original brass locks with latch 1ifts controlled
by knobs.

A log slave cabin remains in the back yard and the original brick
spring house is just across the road from the DeVault Tavern. Many
fine old trees and shrubs f*ll the lawn of the house to complete
the rural setting. /\\,\1 6//\
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

K\The DeVault Tavern, near Jonesboro, was built in 1821 by Frederick
DeVault as an inn. It stands on what was the Great Stage Road
between Abingdon, Virginia, and Knoxville, Tennessee, and was
used by many travelers. Andrew Jackson was a friend of the owner
and frequently visited the tavern.NBeneath an immense oak which
still stands in front of the tavern, many noted men of the early
days are said to have made public speeches.

The architecture of the tavern is typical of +that found in
upper East Tennessee, especially in nearby Jonesboro. It has
remained in the same family since its construction and has little
alteration or desecration of the original design. It served many
people in its day as an inn and tavern and still stands as an
imposing reminder of the earlier days of stagecoach travel,

dusty roads, and fine craftsmanship in building.

General John Hunt Morgan of the Confederate Army spent his last
night in the inn before his death at Greeneville, Tennessee.
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