
United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
1849 C Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

The attached property, Crittenden County Courthouse, in 
Crittenden County, Arkansas, reference number 77000251, was 
listed in the National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper 
of the National Register on 08/03/1977, as evidenced by the 
FEDERAL REGISTERIWEEKL Y LIST notice of 
Tuesday, February 7, 1978, Vol. 43, No. 26, page 5169. The 
attached nomination form is a copy of the original 
documentation provided to the Keeper at the time of listing. 
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g~ DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONe 

X EXC~LLENT _DETERIORATED _UNALTERED 

.25ALTEREO 

CHECK ONE 

};:ORIGINAL SITE 

_ GOOD _RUINS _MOVED DATE ___ _ 

_FAIR _UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Constructed in 1919-11, the Crittenden County Courthouse at Marion 
is a two-storey, nine-bay, syrometrical building featuring south 
(facade) and north elevations that were built to be identical. 
The present courthouse replaced the 1873 structure, which burned in 
1908. The Chamberlain and Company architectural firm of Fort Worth, 
Texas; designed the Crittenden County Courthouse, and it was built 
at a total cost of $99,740. 

A two-storey, five-baY, portico e~bel1ishes both the south and n~rth 
elevations.· Six unfluted Ionic colth'MS span both S·toreys of the 
porticos. The frieze of each portico contains the inscription, 
"Obedience to the law is liberty," in bold .black letters. \~ide ·steps 
with seven risers lead to the porticos. Both these elevations have 
double gl"ass doors with transom leading .into the front ·and rear halls. 
Above the south entrance doors has been added a seal of the State of 
Arkansas. The ceilings of the · porticos are pressed tin. 

The east and west elevations of the courthouse comprise seven bays. 
· The central three bays project slightly. Each of the protruding three 

bays is bordered by white stuccoed bands, like the stuccoed bands 
which mark each corner of the building. 

Simple molding and plain modillions enhance the cornice of the flat 
roof. A large copper-colored dome rests on a raised angular platform 
in the center of the roof. The base of the cylindrical dome has a 
band of rectangular windows and air vents near its top. The roof of 
the dome has an octagonal urn with finial. 

Inconsistant replacement of panes has resulted in both one-over-one 
and b:o-over-two sash windows in uniform fenestration. The double 
windows are separated by a wide mullion but share a common lintel 
and casement. A pair of first-floor windows on the east elevation 
have been infilled with brick. Originally the uniform placement and 
style of windows enhanced the symmetry of the structure. 

Th2 Crittenden County Courthouse sits on the ·courthouse square. The 
square contains many large trees and a well-manicured lm.;n, and it 
provides a very picturesque setting for this impressivebuilding. 
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The largest number of architecturally significant public buildings in 
Arkansas are the courthouses scattered over the State's seventy-five 
counties. A structural symbol of American governrnent, - the county court­
house serves as the center of local political activity. Often the lar­
gest and most costly building in the county~ the courthouse is almost 
always a source of pride to the citizens who financed ·and make use of 
its facilities. 

The Territorial Legislature established Crittenden County and named it 
after Robert Crittenden in October 1825. Crittenden was the first 
Territorial Secretary and the first acting governor of Arkansas Terri-, · 
tory. Crittenden County was formed from parts of Phillips County. 

Greenock served as the first county seat until 1827, but no courthouse 
was constructed there. In 1827. Marion became the county seat and a 
frame courthouse was erected. A cyclone destroyed the first· 
courthouse several years later and in 1873 a two-storey brick courthouse 
was constructed in Harion. A fire in 1909 razed t h e 1873 building. 

The present Crittenden County Courthouse in Narion was designed by the 
Chamberlain architectural firm of Fort Worth, Texas, in 1910-11 at a 
cost of $99,740. 

The Crittenden County Courthouse is a two-storey, 9-bay, brick, Greek 
Revival building that features identical south (facade) and north 
elevations. Six Ionic capitals support the p o rticos, and both of the 
friezes contain .the adage __ '_'Obedience to the law is libe rty, " in bold 
black lette ring. 
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Simple molding on the cornice and plain modillions de corate the entab-
lature of the roofline. A large, copper-colore..:. dome rests on a raised, . 
angular platform on top of the flat roof. 

The east and west elevations are five-bays wide, each Hith a three -bay , 
protruding, central pavilio n. Both are i d entical •:!xcept tr at ti'lO of 
the first-storey windm-1s on the e ast e l evation have b.?en iT1fill e d '.·! i th 
bricks. 
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The interior of the courthouse was extensively remodeled in 1945 and 
1955. Lowered ceilings, paneled walls, carpeted floors, and a remodel­
ed courtroom are the results. In the front entrance-hall, the original 
tile floor remains as one of the few interior architectural elements of 
interest. Although the !-nterior of the courthouse has a modernized ·_ 
appearance, the exterior has not been altered, nor has it received any 
additions. The Crittenden County Courthouse sits on an attractive tree­
shaded lot on the court square of the old City of Marion; it is a hand­
some local landmark that is both architecturally and historically sig-::: __ · 
nificant to Crittenden County. 
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This Js Arkansas, Arkansas Association of County Judges 1 Inc., 
(Little Rock: 1976) 1 p. 93. 

W.P.A. Place file, Crittenden County. On file at Arkansas History 
Commission. 
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Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name County, State Reference Number 
Crittenden County Courthouse Crittenden, Arkansas 77000251 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

_L_ Nomination Form (original missing, photocopy from SHPO) 

_Photographs . 

_USGS Map 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 
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0 resubmission 
0 nomination by person or local government 
0 owner objection 
0 appeal 

Substantive Review: 0 sample 

Reviewer's comments: 

0 request 

Nomination returned for: __ technical corrections cited below 
__ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. location 

3. Classification 

0 appeal 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

4. Owner of Property 

5. location of legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

0 excellent 

Ogood 

0fair 

0 deteriorated 

0 ruins 

0 unexposed 

0 yes Ono 

Check one 

0 unaltered 

0 altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
0 clarity 
0 alterations/integrity 
D dates 
D boundary selection 

Working No.--------·----
Fed. Reg. Date: _____ _ 

Date Due: 
Action : _ _ ACCEPT 8-3 -?? 

_RETURN 
__ REJECT _______ __ 

Federal Agency : ____ _ 

0 N R decision 

Recom./Criteria _______ _____ _ 

Reviewer----------------
Discipline ______________ _ 
Date ________________ _ 

__ see continuation sheet 

Present Use 

Check one 

0 original site 

D moved date---------



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

D summary paragraph 
D completeness 
D clarity 
D applicable criteria 
D justification of areas checked 
D relating significance to the resource 
D context 
D relationship of integrity to significance 
0 justification of exception 
D other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property-------
Quadrangle name _____ _ 

UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 

'--

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

D Maps 
D Photographs 
D Other 

date 

local 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to-------------------------------

Signed------------------ Date Phone =--------------

GPO 918-450 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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November 12, 1976 

ARKANSAS HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

Suite 500, Contin2ntal Building, Main and Markham 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 Tel2phon2: (501) 371-2763 

The Honorable Jack Brawley 
Crittenden ·County ·Ju_dge 
Crittenden County Courthouse 
Harion, Arkansas 

Re: Crittenden County Courthouse 
Critte~den County 

Dear Judge Brawley: 

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is preparing a National 
Register nomination for the Crittenden County Courthouse which will be presented 
to the Arkansas State Review Committee at their December meeting. If approved, 
the nomination \'lill be submitted to the National Register office in ~'lashington 
for final consideration. 

The National Register of Historic Places is a listing of hsitoric sites, buildings, 
objects and districts from all across the country that are worthy of preservation. 

Entry in ·.the National Register is an honor which places no obligation on a private 
0\·mer. It does, however, provide. protection through comment by the Advisory Coun­
cil on Historic Preservation from federally financed, assisted or licensed projects 
that might affect a National Register property. 

If you have any questions concerning the progr~m or your property's nomination, 
please contact Donna DuVall of our staff. 

Enclosed a.re two copies of this letter. Please complete the form belcH, sign and 
return the· original to our office. The copy is for your files. We would appreciate 
receiving any comments you might have concerning the nomination of this property. 
If we do not hear from you within 30 days, your approval will be assumed. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director 
Arkansas Historic Preservati9n Program 

BN: e:nf 

I approve of the above property being nominated 
to the National Register of Historic Places . 

Comment.s : 
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(da te) 

Yes No 


