United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, NN€W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

The attached property, Crittenden County Courthouse, in
Crittenden County, Arkansas, reference number 77000251, was
listed in the National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper
of the National Register on 08/03/1977, as evidenced by the
FEDERAL REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of

Tuesday, February 7, 1978, Vol. 43, No. 26, page 5169. The
attached nomination form is a copy of the original
documentation provided to the Keeper at the time of listing.
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£ Keepe{' of /ﬁj( ational Register of Historic Places Date
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71 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED XORIGINALSITE
—_GOOD ; __RUINS _AALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Constructed in 1910-11, the Crittenden County Courthouse at Marion
is a two-storey, nine-bay, symmetrical building featuring south
(facade) and north elevations that were built to be identical.

The present courthouse replaced the 1873 structure, which burned in
1908. The Chamberlain and Company architectural firm of Fort Worth,

‘Texas; designed the Crittenden County Courthouse, and it was built
at a total cost of $99,740.

A two-storey, five-bay portico embellishes both the south and north
elevations. Six unfluted Ionic columns span both storeys of the
porticos. The frieze of each portico contains the inscription, :
"Obedience to the law is liberty," in bold black letters. Wide steps
with seven risers lead to the porticos. Both these elevations have
double glass doors with transom leading into the front-and rear halls.
Above the south entrance doors has been added a seal of the State of
Arkansas. The ceilings of the porticos are pressed tin.

The east and west elevations of the courthouse comprise seven bays.

- The central three bays project slightly. Each of the protruding three
bays is bordered by white stuccoed bands, like the stuccoed bands
which mark each corner of the building. .

Simple molding and plain modillions enhance the cornice of the flat
roof. A large copper-colored dome rests on a raised angular platform
in the center of the roof. The base of the cylindrical dome has a
band of rectangular windows and air vents near its top. The roof of
the dome has an octagonal urn with finial.

Inconsistant replacement of panes has resulted in both one-over-one
and two-over-two sash windows in uniform fenestration. The double
windows are separated by a wide mullion but share a common lintel
and casement. A pair of first-floor windows on the east elevation
have been infilled with brick. Originally the uniform placement and
style of windows enhanced the symmetry of the structure.

The Crittenden County Courthouse sits on the ‘courthouse 'square. The
square contains many large trees and a well-manicured lawn, and it
provides a very picturesque setting for this impressive- building.




7 SIGINIFICANCE
2ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

5 ARIC —ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLAN‘!\HNG —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION

J —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC : _CONSERVAT_ION —LAW ~—SCIENCE
1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __UITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
1600-1699 BJRCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAUVUHUMANITARIAN
1700-1793 __ART ~ _ENGINEERING _MUSIC __THEATER
1800-1839 —_COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
1900- —_COMMUNICATIONS . —INDUSTRY XPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
' —INVENTION ' |
3PECIFIC DATES o -7 BUILDER/ARCHITECT ; - : o
_ 1910-11 : : Chamberlain and Comoany

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The largest number of architecturally significant public buildings in
Arkansas are the courthouses scattered over the State's seventy-five
counties. A structural symbol of American government, the county court-

house serves as the center of local political activity. Often the lar- . '

gest and most costly building in the county, the courthouse is almost

always a source of prlde to the citizens who financed and make use of
its facilities.

The Territorial Legislature established Crittenden County and named it
after Robert Crittenden in October 1825.  Crittenden was the first
Territorial Secretary and the first acting governor of Arkansas Terri-: .
tory. Crittenden County was formed from parts of Phillips County.
Greenock served as the first county seat until 1827, but no courthouse
was constructed there. 1In 1827 Marion became the county seat and a
frame courthouse was erected. A cyclone destroyed the first

courthouse several years later and in 1873 a two-storey brick courthouse
was constructed in Marion. A fire in 1909 razed the 1873 building.

Tﬁe'present Crittenden County Courthouse in Marion was designed by the
Chamberlain architectural firm of Fort Worth, Texas, in 1910-11 at a
cost of $99,740.

The Crittenden County Courthouse is a two-storey, 9-bay, brick, Greek
Revival building that features identical south (facade) and north
elevations. Six Ionic capitals support the porticos, and both of the
friezes contain .the adage . "Obedience to the law is liberty, " in bold
black letterlng

Simple moldlng on the cornlce and plaln modllllons decorate the entab-
lature of the roofline. A large, copper-colorei dome rests on a raised,
angular platform on top of the flat roof.

The east and west elevations are five-bays wide, each with a three-bay,
protruding, central pavilion. Both are identical except thkat two of

the first-storey windows on the east elevation haVc bezen infilled with
bricks.
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The interior of the courthouse was extensively remodeled in 1945 and
1955. Lowered ceilings, paneled walls, carpeted floors, and a remodel-
ed courtroom are the results. In the front entrance-hall, the original
tile floor remains as one of the few interior architectural elements of
interest. WAlthough the interior of the courthouse has a modernized -
appearance, the exterior has not been altered, nor has it received any
additions. The Crittenden County Courthouse sits on an attractive tree-
shaded lot on the court square of the old City of Marion; it is a hand-

some local landmark that is both architecturally and historically sig-=:i.’
nificant to Crittenden County.
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This Is Arkansas, Arkansas Association of County Judges, Inc.,
(Little Rock: 1976), p. 93. _

W.P.A. Place file, Crittenden County. On file at Arkansas History
Commission.
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Crittenden County Courthouse Crittenden, Arkansas 77000251

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

_X_Nomination Form (original missing, photocopy from SHPO)

____Photographs.

____USGS Map




PUPLICATE 7700025

WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(“R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

CRITTENDEN COUNT! COURT HOUSE
CRIfTENPEN co. AR

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due:
Action: ___ACCEPT __8~3 —72
[ resubmission ____RETURN
(] nomination by person or local government = REJECTE
[J owner objection Federal Agency:
] appeal
Substantive Review: [ sample [ request (] appeal [J NR decision

Reviewer’s comments:

Recom./Criteria
Reviewer

Discipline
Date

see continuation sheet

technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? B yes D no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

L__| excellent [C] deteriorated [ unaltered D original site

1 good [ ruins D altered = moved date
[ fair [J unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

[C] summary paragraph
] completeness

[ clarity

[] alterations/integrity
[C] dates

[] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

[ summary paragraph

] completeness

[ clarity

&l applicable criteria

[ justification of areas checked

[J relating significance to the resource

[J context b
[ relationship of integrity to significance

[ justification of exception

] other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
] Maps

[J Photographs
(] other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

GPO 918-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet



























Form No. 10-301
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH MAP

NAME

HISTORIC
Crittenden County Courthouse

AND/OR COMMON

LOCATION

CITY, TOWN ____VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE
Marion Crittenden Arkansas

[} MAP REFERENCE

source United States Geological Survey

scaLe 13 24,000 DATE 1966

F¥ REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
2. NORTH ARROW
3. UTM REFERENCES

INT: 346475






ARKANSAS HISTORIC
PRESERVATION PROGRAM

Suite 500, Continental Buiiding, Main and Markham
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 Telephone: (501) 371-2763

November 12, 1976

The Honorable Jack Brawley
Crittenden County -Judge
Crittenden County Courthouse
Marion, Arkansas :

Re: Crittenden County Courthouse
Crittenden County

Dear Judge Brawley:

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is preparing a National
Register nomination for the Crittenden County Courthouse which will bz presented
to the Arkansas State Review Committee at their December meeting. If approved,

the nomination will be submitted to the National Register office in Washington
for final consideration.

The National Register of Historic Places is a listing of hsitoric sites, buildings,
objects and districts from all across the country that are worthy of preservation.

Entry in :the National Register is an honor which places no obligation on a private
owner. It does, however, provide protection through comment by the Advisory Coun-
cil on Historic Preservation from federally financed, assisted or licensed projects
that might affect a National Register property.

If you have any guestions concerning the program or your property's nomination,
please contact Donna DuVall of our staff.

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the form below, sign and

return the  original to our office. The copy is for your files. We would appreciate

receiving any comments you might have concerning the nomination of this property.
If we do not hear from you within 30 days, your approval will be assumed.

Sincerely,

Qandrons (Desdard

Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program

BW:emf

I approve of the above property being nominated
to the National Register of Historic Places.

Yes No
Comments:
/ T
A — “7 o 4 / e // ’
Ry A/~ L QA
' (date) (//// 7 (si%yétggg}
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