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DESCRIPTION:
The two-story brick Colonial Revival A.C. Ochs House is sited on a corner lot on 

Springfield's Marshall Avenue.
The basic mass of the house is a tiled, gable-roofed, two-story rectangle. Gable 

pediments incorporate twin interior chimneys at the north and south end facades. First 
and second story windows on these facades are surmounted by keystone-and-voussior flat 
arches of stone. Ornamental stone also links the tripartate third story window arrange­ 
ments and caps the end pediments. At the four corners of the house bricks are laid in 
relief to simulate quoining.

A one-story porch which extends across the front of the house is interrupted by a 
two-story central section which acts as an entrance pavillion and provides a small second 
story porch. The gable roof of this section presents a complete pediment with fanlight to 
the front. A wide freize with pronounced modillions extends under the eaves of the two- 
story entrance section and of the east and west facades. Structural features of the house 
include masonry sub-flooring and a patterned brick ceiling on the front entrance porch.

Brick additions to the rear of the structure have not severely affected its appearance 
from Marshall Street.

SIGNIFICANCE:
The A.C. Ochs House was constructed in 1911 by the president, of the A.C. Ochs 

Brick and Tile Company.
Adolph Casimir Ochs had founded the brickyard in 1892 after discovering a promising 

clay bed near the Cottonwood River. He had grown up in Milford Township and New Ulm, and 
learned the bricklaying trade there. Beginning with a hand-moulding operation, the yard 
was expanded and mechanized in 1916, and has maintained a high level of production, supplying 
brick for numerous major buildings in the midwest. The yard is also responsible for the " 
design and materials of the A.C. Ochs clay block silos, which appear on farmsteads through­ 
out the region. It is the only manufacturer of brick in operation in Minnesota today.

The Colonial Revival detailing of the house makes it one of the most imposing residences 
in the area.

The A.C. Ochs House is significant as the home of the founder of one of the area's most 
significant industries and as a regionally distinguished Colonial Revival residence.
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