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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: 02001307
Property Name: Glasco Downtown Historic District

County: Cloud State: Kansas

Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places in accordance with the attached
nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notw1thstand1ng the/Nptlonal Park Service certlﬁcatlon included in the nommatlon documentation.

_ November 17, 2002
Slgrxatufe of the e er h Date of Action

Amended Items in Nommatlon Sections §, 7, & Sketch Map ,

The classification of Buildings 10 and 17 is, hereby, changed to “contributing” because, despite
alterations to the storefronts, the buildings maintain distinctive second story and/or cornice details and
convey their historic identity. Section 7, Description (pp. 7.8 & 7.12-13), and the Sketch Map (p.7.21)
are amended accordingly. In addition, the count provided in Section 5, Classification, is, hereby,
revised to indicate 24 contributing buildings and four noncontributing buildings for a total of 25
contributing resources and four noncontributing resources within the historic district.

The Kansas State Historic Preservation Office was notified of this amendment.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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S, vName of Property

Historic name: ~ Glasco Downtown Historic District

Other ‘name/site number:

2. Location Both 31des of Main Street between Flsher Street and Railroad Avenue: East side of Rallroad

Avenue between Buffalo Street and Mam Street South 51de of Buffalo Street between Rallroad Avenue and
F1sher Street West side of Fisher Street between Buffalo Street and Maln Street

_not for publication

City or town ~G1‘asco - _ : N/A  vicinity

state code KS ' county Cﬂoud. ‘ . county code 029 zip code 67445

3. State/Federal Agency Certification : .
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as ‘amended, T hereby
certify that this XX _nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentatlon
standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural
and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property XX meets ___ does
not meet the National Reglster criteria. I recommend that- this property be considered’ s;gnlflcant

nat SNy e;? ewi ally, ' See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
W, 2 o DS Septenber 27, 2002

gnaturelof certlfylng officiale" Date

torical Society
State or Federal agency and. bureau

In my opinion, the property _ meets L __. does not meet the National Reglster crlterla
( See continuation sheet for - addltlonal comments. )

Signature of commenting or other official - - ,:Date

) Sfate or Federal agency and bureau °

4, National Park Service Certification

I, i:reby, certify that this property ‘is:

tered in the National Reglster
- See continuation: sheet
____ determined eligible for the NatlonaLﬁﬁeg&ster
See continuation sheet
determined not eligible for the Natlonal Reglster.
___ removed from the National Register.
other, (explaln )

- Signature of Keeper ; ‘ ) _ Date of Action
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Prvopérty» Name Glasco Downtown Hlstonc Dlstrlct

County and State Cloud Kansas

Page 2

5. Classification )

Owneiship of Property

‘C_g_ private, o » bulldlng( s)
public-local : R X district
public-ététe S _-  site
pubiinEedefal' . - . structure

T b‘object

Name of related multiple property llstlng'
(Enter "N/A" ‘if property is not part of a
multlple property llstlng )

N/A

Category of Property

No. of Resoorces within Property

coﬁtributing \ noncontributino
22 6 . buildings
‘____; sites
1 _. structures
} objects
_;23_; __Q___Total

No. of contrlbutlng resources prev1ously
llsted in the National Register

6. Functions or Usé

Hlstorlc Functions .
(Enter categorles from 1nstructlons )

‘ COMMERCE:' spécialtv store
' COMMERCE: professional
COMMERCE: restaurant _
COMMERCE: warchouse Sy
COMMERCE: financial institution .
'~ COMMERCE: business
SOCIAL meetmg hall
' AGRICULTURE: processing. SRR
'RECREATION AND CULTURE: theatre
GOVERNMENT: post office
'INDUSTRY: communications facility
HEALTH CARE: medical office

Current. Functions i :
(Enter catégories from instructions.)

COMMERCE: specialty store
COMMERCE: professional

COMMERCE: restaurant

COMMERCE: warehouse

COMMERCE: business
SOCIAL: clubhouse
AGRICULTURE: processing

RECREATION AND CULTURE: museum -
GOVERNMENT: post office

7. . Description

Architectural Classification :
(Enter categories from instructions.)

 LATE 19™ AND EARLY 20™ CENTURY AMERICAN E

MOVEMENTS Commercial StVle

LATE VICTORIAN : Tfahanat‘e

' OTHER: False Front _

OTHER: Graln Elevator.

'OTHER: Lumber Storage

k OTHER:‘Meat & Dairy Proceéqin;‘r

Materials : } .
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Foundation ~ LIMESTONE
Walls ~ LIMESTONE

Roof - ASPHALT
other: LIMESTONE

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or moré

continuation sheets.)



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form

property Name. Glasco Downtown Historic District

county and state_ Cloud, Kansas : . ' R Page _3

8. State

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in ‘one or more boxes for the crlterla qualifying the
'property for Natlonal Reglster llstlng )

X A Property is associated with events that have made a 51gn1f1cant contrlbutlon ‘to the broad patterns‘
’ of our history. . .

B Property is associated with the lives”of persons significant in'our past
X C Property embodles the” dlstlnctlve characterlstlcs of a type, perlod or method .of construction
or represents the work of a master; or possesses high-artistic values, or represents’ a 31gn1f1cant

‘and distinguishable entlty whose components lack 1nd1v1dual distinction.

D Property has ylelded, or is llkely to yield, 1nformatlon 1mportant in prehlstory or hlstory

ériteriafConsiderations (Mark "g“ in all the boxes that aéply.)

__;; Abowned‘by a teligious institution or used for religtouS'purposee.“
B remoteoefroﬁ its original location.

_.-c a birthplece'or a grave.l

Dia cemetery

E a reconstructed bulldlng, ob]ect, or structure.

F a: commemoratlve property

G less than 50 years of age or achleved significance w1th1n the past 50 years.

Areas’ of Significance

‘Enter categorles from 1nstructlons ) ; ' “‘Period of Slgnlflcance : Significant Dates
‘COMMERCE gl , . 18801948 1911 "
ARCHITECTURE ' . ‘ '

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant. Person. ’ A ‘Architect/Bui]-.der‘
N/A B L I - Isaac Biggs
| | ‘ ‘M. L Hafe
0. A. Campbell
J. W. Studt

~Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more

continuation sheets.)



USDI/NPS NRHP Reglstratlon Form

Property Name_Glasco Downtown H1stor1c DlStI‘lCt

County and’ State CHoud,E(ansas, o » ' ‘ T : - . Page 4

h

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one-or more continuation

sheets.)"
Previous documentatlon on file (NPS): ' ‘ - Primary'location of additional data:
prellmlnary determlnatlon of individual llstlng _ ' 'State Historic Preservation Office
. (36 CFR 67) has been requested - : : : __._ Other State agency

previously listed in the Natibnel‘Register . » ~ Federal agency

o prebiously'determined‘eligible by the National Register . = _X: . Local government

___~ designated a National Historic Landmark : e Unlver51ty
recorded by Historic American Buildings ) ‘ X __Other .
Survey # _ . k . ; ‘ . Specify repository:

recorded by Historic American Engineering o
-Glasco Historical Society Museum

‘Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property

UTM Refereﬁces}i ~ R [ o [
1.1/4 5/9/9/9/0/0" 4/3/5/7/3/6/0/ L 3 1/4 6/0/0/0/4/0- -4/3/5/7/2/0/0

Zone  Easting " Northing _ Zone Easting Northing
2 1/4 6/0/0/0/4/0  4/3/5/1/3/6/0 - 4.1/4 5/9/9/9/0/0  4/3/5/1/2/0/0

See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe.the boundaries of the préperty on a continuation sheet.)

"iBoundary'Justification (Explain why" the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

name/title Ehzabeth Rosin, Partner & Ketry Davis, Archltectural Hlstonan

organization Historic Preservauon Services, .. . ‘ ‘ date _ . April 9, 2002
street & riumber 818 Grand Boulevard Sulte 1150 ‘ . ‘ ] telephone (816) 221 5133
‘city or town Kansas City DR NCR o _ state Mivssouri’ zip code _64106 -

Additional Documentatlon )

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
" Maps .
A USGS map (7.5 or. 15 minute series) indicating the property's location,
A~ sketch map for hlstorlc dlstrlcts and propertles hav1ng large acreage or numerous résources.
Photographs ‘

Representatlve black and whlte photographs of the property
Additional items (Check w1ph the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Property Owners (Complete this item at. the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

Name __See Continuation Sheet

rstreet &’nﬁmbér ) - B . v : ... telephone

" city or town . R : ‘ ' ‘state __ zip code
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Section Number 7 Pagel ' Foth S s Glasco Downtown.Historic District”
L o : : ~ Cloud County, Kansas
MATERIALS: (cont.) -
Walls: BRICK
Roof: METAL
, Other: METAL
SUMMARY
"LOCATION AND SETTING

The Glasco Downtown Historic Dlstnct is located w1th1n the boundanes of the: Clty of Glasco, Cloud County,
Kansas. The small city of Glasco is located on the north slope of the wide, shallow Solomon River Valley. Itis
generally bounded by US Highway 24 to the northeast and the Union Pacific Railroad and Fisher Creek to the
southwest. The District is part of a slightly larger commercial strip concentrated along two blocks of Main Street,

- which bisects the town. Extending- approxunately four blocks on each side of Main Street are Glasco’s re51dent1a1
nelghborhoods ‘

The 3.87-acre District is a rectangular area generally bounded by Buffalo Street on the north Flsher Street on the

east, Railroad Avenue on the west, and the alley directly south of Main Street on the south. The District includes

22 contributing buildings, one contnbutlng structure, and six non-contributing buildings. With only two vacant

. lots, one of which has been vacant since at least 1917, the District retains its historic density. The other lot was
converted to a “pocket” park in the early 1970s (Photogfaph #4, 6).! :

The District’s settmg and its hlStOI‘lC bulldmgs reflect 1ts late nineteenth and. early twentleth century commercial
development. The 23 contributing propertles include bulldmgs constructed between 1880 and 1948. Of these
properties, four date between 1880 to 1899, five date between 1900 to 1909, 10 date between 1910 to 1919, two

~ date between 1920 to 1939, and two date between 1940 to 1948. The six non-contributing buildings constitute
only 20 percent of the District. Although constructed during the period of significance, five of these buildings
suffer from loss of integrity. The final non-contributing building was constructed after 1948. Approximately
seventy-three percent of the extant buildings historically served a commercial function.. Several had mixed-uses,
including second story meeting halls, professional space, and residential apartments. The District also includes -
one recreational building (a theater), one government buﬂdmg (a post office), and five light 1ndustr1al agricultural

~ processing/warehouse buildings and structures.

The commercial buildings along Main Street occupy rectangular lots, generally measuring 25 feet by 115 feet.
The lots are platted in a grid system and, without exception, face north and south. The buildings typically occupy
the full width of the lots, sharing party walls with adjacent buildings. Gravel alleys, approximately twenty feet
wide, bisect the blocks east to west behind the Main Street buildings (Photograph #21). ,

- 11917 Cloud County atlas and hlstonc photos show the lot directly.to the east of Bulldmg #7 as vacant throughout the
twentieth century » , P
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’ Along Main Street sncty—elght percent of the bmldlngs in the Glasco Downtown Historic D1stnct are one story in
‘ helght The remaining buildings are two stories tall and date earlier in the period of 51gn1ﬁcance Limestone is
the primary bulldmg material, although many buildings have brick facing. Decorative archrtectural elements
include corbelled bI'le cornices and tooled limestone, as well as iron storefront details and pressed metal
cornices. Two details unify the buildings in this portion of the District: the alignment of the buildings along the
sidewalk and the placement of transoms at a uniform height above the storefront display w1ndows ‘These
elements contrlbute to the cohesive character of the streetscape :

North of the alley behmd Main Street the character of the District shifts from commercral to hght- ,
mdustnal/warehouse in nature. This area includes a lumber and coal yard, a grain elevator, and meat and dairy
processing fac111t1 These buildings face east and west onto Railroad Avenue and Fisher Street on rectangular
lots of varying size hotograph #13-21, 23). These six industrial buildings are good representatrve examples of
their specific property types and functions. Nearly all are one-story in height, and several retain distinctive false- -
front parapet walls Three of the industrial burldmgs also retain the distinctive form that deﬁned their spec1ﬁc
functlon (grain elevator lumber shed, coal shed) S

‘ Srdewalks line boths1des of Main Street, F isher Street and Railroad Avenue and include sections of tooled
- concrete and brick. ;gConcrete curbs rise two steps above the street surface on the north side of Main Street and the
standard one step e ewhere in the Dlstnct (Photograph #3, 20, 22). »

‘ ARCHITECTURAL STYLE AND TYPE

~ Commercial bui 1di designs w1th subtle styllstlc references dominate the D1str1ct “The four examples of high
style architecture are restrained versions of a popular contemporary style applied to a s1mple .commercial property
type. These bulldmgs express the Late Victorian Italianate style through pressed metal cornices, arched window
openings, and decoratlve stone lintels (Photograph #1, 2, 7). Dominating the character of the District are sixteen
buildings that express elements of the vernacular Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Century American
Movement Commer01a1 Style (Photograph #4, 6 11, 12). These buildings are nearly uniform in their absence of
architectural ornament aside from limited cormce brickwork. The six industrial résource classified as “Other” are
further defined by their functional and structural form due to their lack of stylistic references (Photograph #14-
20). While several of these buildings include: desrgn elements that could be considered Commercral Style, the
absence of storefront display wmdows dlstmgulshes them as industrial rather than retail in functron and places
them in the “Other category ~
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PROPERTIES

Because there is no local delivery of mail in downtown Glasco, the buildings in the District do not have postal
addresses. Legal descriptions are used below to 1dent1fy each bu1ld1ng Please refer to the boundary map for
building numbers.

1. E 44’ of Lot 1, Block 10 (Main Street) o : SRS Contributing

Building Date: 1902 Photo Log #: 1-3 6 '

Style: LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate

Functional Use/Type: COMMERCE: Two-Part Commerc1a1 Block ,

This two- story limestone commercial block occupres a corner lot at the southwest corner of the principal

intersection in downtown Glasco. The symmetrical, ve-bay facade is. faced with Dakota limestone with

grapevine mortar joints. Indlana limestone on the side walls creates contrastmg quoins. A 1940s aluminum- -

framed storefront with a central recessed entrance and bnck bulkhead spans the first story The corrugated metal
ol - one double-hung sash fill the second story

and ‘segmental arch hmestone lintels with keystones.

A pressed metal cormce wrth heavy brackets disti cade,ybelow whichisa centrally located

~ limestone panel with the Internatronal Order of Odd Fellows (I (t:; 0. JF ) chain-link symbol and “1902” carved in

relief.

Hlstory J. W. Studt and hrs brother Adam estabhshed a dry goods and grocery busmess 1n Glasco in 1887 They
constructed this bulldmg in 1902. The first floor has funcuoned;
construction. Throughout« the first half of the twentleth century
in the region. The second‘ floor has functioned as a| meetmg hall spac
for the' American Leglon ‘In October 1948, the ﬁrst ﬂoor was slgnr ‘
remodeled in 1949 to its current appearance. In 1999 the Glasco‘ I

at auction to prevent its demolltlon The foundanon currently easeh‘

‘f tly damaged by ﬁre and was subsequently
.umty Foundatron purchased the building
e first floor to a grocery and general store.

Integrity: The distinctive architectural elements of th1s bu1ld1ng§ have bcen malntarned and the new windows
" match the size, shape and configuration of the burldmg s or1g1nal' ash The 1940s storefront alterations have
gained historic significance in their own right. This bulldlng retalns a h_gh degree of architectural integrity. It is
a contributing property to the District. : !

2. W22’ of Lot 1 & E 16’ of Lot 2, Block 10 (Main Street) : Non-contributing

Building Date: ¢.1912 Photo Log #: 1-4,6

Style: LATE 19™ AND EARLY 20™ CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Commercial Style

Functional Use/Type: COMMERCE: Two-Part Commerc1al Block | .

This two-story brick commercial building has a symmetrlcal four-bay fagade distinguished by a corbelled brick
cornice and panels of contrasting brick in the upper wall. Two storefronts occupy the first story, each with brick
bulkheads. The pair of storefront entrances is centered in the facade lThe recessed entrance leading to the second
story is in the east end bay. Plywood covers the transom above the plate glass display windows as well as the
second story windows.
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History: This bulldmg was constructed shortly after the 1911 fire destroyed J. M. Shull’s one-story shoe repair
shop at this location. The first floor functioned as retail space throughout most of the twentieth century and
housed the followmg occupants: Frances Ward’s Dress Shop and Beauty Parlor (1920s-1940s), shoe store and
cleaners (1920s-1940s), and Gambles IGA (late 1940s — 1970s). The second floor served as both meeting space
for the American Legion and office space for the telephone company in the 1920s. In 1945, the second floor
meeting hall was converted to residential apartments. During the 1980s and 1990s, Joe’s Apphance and Everly’s
Leather shop occupied the building. It is currently vacant.

Integnty Th1s buﬂding is in an advanced state of structural deterioration and demolition is pending. Less than
50 percent. of the building’s historic fabric can be salvaged. For these reasons, 1t is a non-contributing property to
the D1str1ct :

3. Center 26’ of Lot 2, Block 10 (Main Street) ; Contributing

Building Date: 1912 Photo Log #: 1-4,6

Style: LATE 19™ AND EARLY 20™ CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Commercial Style
Functlonal Use/T ype: COMMERCE: Two-Part Commercial Block

‘This two- story hmestone commercial building is distinguished by the buff-colored brick claddmg on its front
(north) wall, The three-bay fagade rises to a peaked parapet with limestone coping. The asymmetrical storefront
1ncorporates arecessed entrance in the east end-bay. A brick bulkhead supports wood-framed plate glass
storefront wmdows 'The recessed entry has a mosaic tile stoop floor and doorways to both the first story
commerc1a1 space and the second story. Both doors retain transoms. The entrance to the first story space has a
non—hlstorlc alurmnum—framed glass entrance door, while the entrance to the second story retains its historic
paneled wood door. A transom spanning the width of the building above the storefront windows features squares
of leaded purple glass arranged in a grid pattern. Operable hoppers are centered in each bay of the first story
transom, which ‘matches the height of the neighboring buildings along Main Street. The symmetrlcal second
story wmdow opemngs have limestone sills and contain distinctive five-over-one double-hung windows
composed‘of a short upper sash and tall lower sash. Narrow, double-hung sidelights flank the center window. A
- continuous hntel of soldier bricks projects above the second story windows. A rectangular stone panel at the
cornice spells “FARMERS STATE BANK” in relief. Iron shutters cover the second story window openings in
the bulldmg ] west elevatlon A historic alarm box is intact on this elevation as well..

History: ThlS bulldmg was constructed immediately after the 1911 fire that destroyed the majority of Main Street.
It was built to house the Farmers State Bank, and the original vault, second-story window security shutters, and
alarm box are intact from this period. The bank closed in 1933 as a result of the Depression. Real estate and
insurance COmpanies occupied the building during the 1930s and 1940s. It is currently vacant.

Integrity: Although one second story window has replacement sash, this building retains a high degree of
architectural integrity. It clearly conveys its historic function and commercial associations and is a contributing
property to the District.
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4. W23.25 of Lot2, Block 10 (Main Streety Contributing

Building Date: c. 1915  Photo Log #: 2-4,6 .

~Style: LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS Commercral Style
Functional Use/Type COMMERCE ‘One-Part Commercial Block
This one- story, llmestone commercial building has a brick: facade Two large, rectangular recessed panels
dominate the upper - wall. The three-bay storefront 1ncludes a recessed entrance in the east end bay. The entrance
steps up slightly from the sidewalk. It has a grooved concrete floor, a bead board ceiling, and retains both a
‘historic wood paneled en‘:rance door and a historic wood-framed screen door. The iron lintel exposed above the -

- aluminum-framed storefr ont has a series of decorative tie-irons. The tooled limestone bulkhead is parged.

~ Main Street

* Corrugated metal covers he storefront transom, Wthh matches the helght of the nelghbormg bulldmgs along '

- History: This bu11d1ng was constructed shortly after the 191 1 ﬁre that destroyed the maj or1ty of each side of Main
Street. It appears in multlple ¢.1915 — 1917 photos.- A party wall agreement with the neighboring bank building
(#3) was documented in 1922 Klein’s Barber Shop occupled the burldmg from its construction until the mid-
1940s. A variety of men s wear shops occupled the bulldmg from the late l940s through the 196OS It s
currently vacant s N R ,

Integrlty Although the or1g1na1 storefront Wmdows have been replaced by aluminum- framed wmdows, the
original window conﬁguratron remains intact. It is likely that the historic transom remains intact beneath the

metal covering. Th1s building retains a high degree of archrtectural mtegrrty It enhances the cohesrve feeling of -
the streetscape and . ontrrbutmg property to the D1str1ct T

5.E 32 of Lot 3, Block 10 (Main Streety . Contributing
i Bulldmg Date: 193 ' PhotoLog#: 2,4-6 R
- Style: LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS Commercial Style

The front (north) elev. on of this one- story, hmestone commermal bu 'dlng is clad with grooved buff-colored
brick. Engaged prers d1v1de the facade into three bays and nse through the corbelled cornice and above the
parapet. Wood-fran '
aluminum-framed glass door within the hrstorrc wood Jamb Above each bay are wood-framed transoms filled
with plate glass 1 frosted t create a grid pattern. A hrstorrc structural clay

main block to the alle the rear. fo

History: Dr. Andrew Struble built this building in 1933 after operatmg a pharmacy out of his home and in leased
space on north s1de of Mam Street (Building #17) for over 15 years. PI’lOl‘ to its construction, a one—story
blacksmith and hvery bulldmg stood here through the 1910s and 192OS Ann Jones operated a small beauty shop

in the drug store throughout the 1930s and 1940s. Licensed in optometry, Dr. Struble used the balcony space for
his optometry office. The soda fountain and bus agency located in the building made this a very popular hangout
from the 1930s through the 1950s. Dr. Struble operated the pharmacy until 1988, when he sold toS &S Drugs in
Beloit. The Hodge Podge drug store now occupies the building. ‘
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Integrity: With very few alterations to it historic character-deﬁnmg features this building retams a high degree of
architectural integrity. It is a contributing property to the District.

6. E 46’ of Lot 4, Block 10 (Main Street) ~ ‘ Non-Contributing

Building Date: ¢.1915 Photo Log #: 6 it :

Style: LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Commerc1al Style
Functional Use/Type: COMMERCE: One-Part Commercial Block

This one-story, limestone commercial bulldrng hasa symmetncal bnck fagade. Three| engaged brick piers divide
the fagade into two storefronts. The west storefront has a brick bulkhead aluminum-framed plate glass windows
and a recessed entrance at its east end. The entrance has a bead. board ceiling and a h1stone paneled wood door -
topped by a transom window. Vinyl siding covers the transoms that s span the full-width of the building above the
west storefront windows. This transom matches the helght of those on the neighboring bulldmgs along Main
Street. The east storefront has a low bulkhead flanking ¢ a central reqessed entrance that is clad with structural
glass. Vinyl siding covers the storefront wmdows and transoms on thls half of the burldmg Only two small,
fixed windows pierce the vinyl facing the street Corbelled brrck embelhshes the comrce of each storefront,
Metal siding covers the east side wall. :

Hlstory This building was constructed shortly after the 191 L ﬁre that destroyed the maj onty of Main Street.
Historic photos show C. D. McDowell Grocenes occupyrng the east storefront ¢.1913. Throughout the 1930s and
1940s, a soda fountain and sundries shop occupled the east storefront Postal records 1ndlcate the post office
occupied the west storefront from 1914 through 1961, when the exrstlng post office (#8) Was constructed.

Currently, the Glasco Senior Citizens Club oecupres the burldmg

Integrity: The v1nyl siding covering the cast storefront prevents this building from conveymg its historic
character and commercial function. Itis non-contnbutmg to: the District. However, in the future if the siding
were removed and the original materials and! conﬁguratlon of the storefront remains mtact it could be a
contributing element to the District.

7. Center 40° of Lot 5, Block 10 (Main Street) ’ Contributing

Building Date: c.1905 Photo Log #: 6

Style: LATE 19™ AND EARLY 20™ CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Commercial Style

Functional Use/Type: COMMERCE: Oné-Part Commercial Block |

A red brick fagade, with a corbelled cornice distinguishes this tall, one-story, tooled limestone commercial
building. The three-bay, cast iron storefront lncorporates a Wrde recessed entrance in its central bay. The ,
recessed entrance has a bead board ceiling and a pair of paneled wood doors topped by a long, narrow transom. A
secondary entrance occupies the east end bay The plate glass storejfront windows rest on a brick bulkhead.
Plywood covers the transoms that span the full-width of the’ bulldmg above the storefront windows. The transom
is similar in size and configuration with nelghbonng bulldrngs 'A neon sign is centered in the fagade above the

transom. Above the sign, three narrow honzontal recessed brick panels correspond with the three faeade bays.
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History: This building was constructed shortly after the 1911 fire that destroyed the majority of Main Street.
Historic photos show an automobile garage in this building ¢.1915- 1917. In the late 1920s, the building was
leased to the Phillips Motor Co. The building functioned as an automobile garage until the early 1950s when it
converted to a machine shop. Miller’s Machine Shop currently occupres the building and has been at this location
since the early 1960s.

Integrity: The manner in wh10h the transom has been covered suggests that no hlstonc fabric has been removed
and that this is a reversible alteration. This building otherwise retains a high degree of architectural integrity. It
clearly conveys its h1stonc functlon and commercial assocratlons and is a contributing property to the District.

8. W22’ and tract W of Lot 5 Block 10 (Main Street) : k N on-contrlbutmg
Building Date 1961 Photo Log #: 6 : o ! ;

Style: MODERN MOVEMENT

Functional Use/Type GOVERNMENT: Post Ofﬁce i

This low, one-story brick building has a flat roof with metal copmg that emphasizes its geometric form. The
aluminum-framed storefront and entrance are recessed in the west half of the asymmetrical fagade. The entrance
includes a glass door with a wide sidelight and fixed transom. The storefront bulkhead consists of opaque, blue

panels The‘ east end of the faeade is a solid' bnck wall w1th mounted metal sign letters.

Hlstory ThlS buﬂdmg was constructedlln 1961 to serve 1ts current functlon as the town Post Office. It has been
leased from C Wampler since' 1961. : y

Integrity: ThlS bulldmg isa good example of its type and perrod of construction. It retains a very high degree of
1ntegr1ty, owever it does not contribute to the Dlstnct due to its constructlon after the period of significance.

9, E 25.25° of Lot 10, Block 9 (Main Street) : A Contrrbutmg

Building Date 1880 Photo Log #:1,3,7,8, 12, 17 22 23 ‘

Style: LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Commercral Style
Functional Use/Type COMMERCE One-Part Commercral Block

Th1s one- story tooled hmestone building occupres the, northwest comer lot at the principal intersection in
downtown Glasco The three-bay fagade 1ncorporates a recessed central entrance flanked by storefront windows.
The entrance retains its historic wood-framed screen door and a historic paneled wood door under a large transom
window. The storefront elements include slender iron columns cast in Leavenworth, Kansas, a boxed wood
bulkhead, a wood lintel, and large wood-framed four-hght storefront windows. Parging covers the fagade
parapet. The srde walls have historic cast stone coping. A]ong the east wall, which extends to the alley, the
historic br1ck-paved srdewalk, gutter, and curbmg are 1ntact o

History: This building was built by Isaac Blggs one of Glasco s ear11est settlers. The oldest extant bulldmg in

town, it was first occupied by Biggs’ general store. An 1883 advert1sement in the Cloud County Atlas for John
'W. Jones’ Harness Shop placed it in this bulldlng A hardware store occupied the building from 1885 through

1893. Postal records indicate that the post office shared the bu11d1ng with Day & Day Hardware between 1893
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and 1897. Historic photos show the building occupied by Schuttler Wagons ¢.1902. Throughout the 1920s and
1930s, Dr. Palmer operated an office at the rear of the building. From 1926 through 1931, the building was
owned by the Kansas Telephone Company, after which the American Telephone Company owned the building
through the 1950s. A laundromat occupied the building from the early 1960s through the mid-1980s. The
building is currently vacant.

Integrity: This is the oldest building in downtown Glasco and it retains a high degree of architectural and historic
integrity. Historic photos show the parapet alterations (cast stone, parging) early in the period of significance and
the building clearly c0nveys its historic commercial associations. It is a contributing property to the District.

10. Center 22’ of Lot 10, Block 9 (Main Street) ' , Non—contributing

Building Date: c.1885- Photo Log #: 1, 3,7, 8, 12, 23 : :

Style: LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Commercral Style
Functlonal Use/Type COMMERCE Two-Part Commerc1al Block

A three-bay first story storefront anda two-bay, bnck-faced second 'story dlstlngulsh th1s llmestone commercial
building. The plywood-covered storefront retzuns the original recessed entrance in the center bay, flanked by
rectangular, fixed windows that pierce the modern s1dmg The tooled limestone s1de walls are painted to match
the second story bnck wh1ch is heavily corbelled at the cornice. Plywood covers the second story window
opemngs whrch have tooled l1mestone sills’ and wide, splayed bnck hoods ‘

Hlstory This bulldmg is one of the oldest remarmng bu1ldmg, in downtown Glasco. Postal records indicate the
post office shared the ﬁrst floor space with C. M. White Drugstore from 1889 to 1893. Historic photos show a

- bakery in the first story c.1913. Chet Halderson Operated a restaurantt in the first story and the Glasco Sun
newspaper occupied second story space dunng the 1920s and l9303 A variety store and beauty shop occupied
the building in the l940s Residents of Glasco} suggested that the Newbery family lived at the back of the store
durmg this time, although not documented Also around this t1 Dr. Knight’s dentist office was located on the
second story By 1950, a ladies apparel store occup1ed the first story. During the 1980s and 1990s, the United

School Dlstrlct ofﬁces were located here Thelbulldmg is currently vacant.

Integrlty Thrs burldmg retants 1ntegr1ty in the areas of loca’uon sett1ng, and association. Although its distinctive
brickwork remains intact, the abscured ongmal storefront elements render this building non-contributing to the
District. If the first story opemngs were restored to their orrgmal appearance this building could be considered a
contributing element to the Dlstrlct

11. W18’ of Lot 10 & E 5.5’ of Lot 9, Block‘9 (Main Street) Contributing

- Building Date: c.1885 Photo Log #: 1,3,7-9, 12 ‘

Style: LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate 1

Functional Use/Type: COMMERCE: Two-Part Commercial Block

This two-story, limestone commercial block. has a flat roof and a three-bay fagade. It shares a pressed metal,
dentiled cornice with the two buildings 1mmed1ately to the west. End brackets mark the fagade of each building.
Scored parging covers the first story, which includes three bays of plate glass storefront windows resting on a
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black structural glass bulkhead. This treatment matches the adjacent storefront to the west, suggesting that these

* buildings were united in ownership or use at one point in time. The recessed entrance occupies the west end bay.
A transom window system of frosted glass spans the first story above the storefront windows. The entrance to the
second floor is in the east end bay and contains a historic paneled wood door with a limestone slab threshold. The
second story has stucco wall covenng Tall, segmental arched windows with historic, one-over-one double-hung
sash, hlstonc detachable screens, and tooled hmestone sills fill the three symmetrical second story window bays.

Hlstory This bulldmg is one of the oldest bulldmgs remaining downtown. The earliest occupants of the first
story cannot be confirmed, however the building likely housed a variety of retail concerns. The second story was
occupied by fraternal organizations throughout the period of significance, including the International Order of
Odd Fellows (I. 0. O. F.). In 1915,R. W. Cramer leased the first story of this building and the neighboring
building to the west to operate his hardware busmess In 1927, he bought the buildings and they remain in the
Cramer family. Damage from a fire in the early’ 1940s resulted in the storefront alterations to the building and its
nelghbor to the west. The ﬁrst story hasbeen, occup1ed by Cramer’s Gifts and Decorating store since the 1960s.

Integrlty Hlstorlc photos show the second story stucco wall covering as early as ¢.1920. Historic photos also
confirm that the. alummum storefront window system, structural glass bulkhead, and the first story wall parging

~ are 1940s alterations, that have become historic in their own right. Within the period of significance established
for the Glasco, Downtown Historic District, th1s bulldlng maintains a high degree of architectural integrity. Itisa
contrlbutmg property to the Dlstnct

12. 23 5’ W of ES. 5’ of Lot 9, Block 9 (Maln Street) ' Contributing
Bulldmg Date. c. 1885 Photo Log #: 1,3,79,12
ATE VICTOI‘{IAN Italianate
nal Use/Type COMMERCE: Two-Part Commercial Block
: ostory tooled whmestone commercial bulldmg has a flat roof and a three-bay facade. It shares a pressed
metal dentlled cornice with the two flanking buildings. End brackets mark the fagade of each building. Scored
parglng covers the toqled limestone of the first story. The three-bay storefront has a black, structural glass
d that matches that of the nelghbonng storefront to the east. The recessed entrance to the commercial
space ccuples the east end bay. The opening retains a historic, paneled wood door and a screened transom. A
transom w1nd(i>w system of frosted glass spans the width of the first story above the storefront windows. The
recessed entrance »to the second floor occupies the west end bay and contains an Italianate arched, paneled wood
“door. The tall' segmental arched window openings in the second story contain historic four-over-four double-
hung wood sash with h1storlc detachable screens and tooled limestone sills and arched lintels with keystones. A
stone plaque w1th the Masonic compass and book symbol carved in relief is centered below the cornice.
Hlstory: ThJSibulldmg is one of the oldest buildings extant in downtown. The earliest occupants of the first story
cannot be confirmed; however, the building likely housed a variety of retail concerns. In 1915, R. W. Cramer
leased the first story of this building and the neighboring building to the east to operate his hardware business. In
1927, he bought the buildings and they have been in the Cramer family since. Damage from a fire in the early
1940s resulted in the storefront alterations to the building and its neighbor to the east. The first story has been
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occupied by Cramer’s Gifts and Decorating store since the 1960s. The second story was occupied by the Masons
from the 1880s until the 1980s. '

Integrity: Historic photos confirm that the aluminum-framed storefront windows, structural glass bulkhead, and

the first story wall parging are 1940s alterations that have achieved historic significance in their own right.

Within the period of significance established for the Glasco Downtown Historic District, this building maintains a
“high degree of archltectural integrity. It is a contributing property to the District.

13.26’ E of W9.75’ of Lot 9, Block 9 (Main Street) Contributing

Building Date: c.1880; c.1885 Photo Log #: 1, 3,79, 12

Style: LATE VICTORIAN Italianate

Functional Use/Type. COMMERCE: Two-Part Commercial Block

This two- story limestone commercial block has a flat roof and a three-bay fagade. It shares a pressed metal,
dentiled cornice w1th the two buildings immediately to the east. End brackets mark the fagade of each building.
A three-bay cast iron and wood-framed storefront system with a recessed central entrance and a black tile
bulkhead define the ﬁrst story. Plywood covers the transom that spans the width of the building above the
storefront wmdows 'Mosaic tile covers the floor of the entrance stoop, and double leaf wood doors topped by a
screened transom wmdow fill the entry. The entrance to the second floor is recessed in the east end bay. It also
contains a hlstonc paneled wood door with a wood plank floor and limestone threshold. Stucco, applied ¢.1920,
covers the second story wall. Tall, segmental arched windows with one-over-one double-hung wood sash and
limestone sﬂls fill the three symmetrical second story bays. Plywood currently covers one w1ndow

History: This is one of the oldest extant buildings downtown, with its basement and first story built by Isaac
Biggs c.1880. The I O. O. F. added the second story in 1885 to serve as a meeting hall. In 1898, the Knights of
Pythias occhpledthe seeond story. The earliest occupants of the first story cannot be confirmed; however, the
building likely housed a variety of retail concerns. During the 1920s and 1930s, a café occupied the first story. A
pool hall occupled the first story during the 1940s and 1950s. The Glasco Men’s Club occupied the building from
1977 through 1997 The Glasco Historical Society Museum has occupied thé building since 1997.

Integrity: H1stor1c photos show the second story stucco wall covering as early as ¢.1920. The addition of tile to
the storefront bulkhead was in place by at least the mid-1950s, however the style is consistent with 1940s
storefront alteratlons of neighboring buildings. The plywood covering the first story transoms and second story
wmdow can be eas11y removed to restore these elements to their or1g1nal appearance Desplte these mmor

arch;ltectural 1ntegr1ty It is a contributing property to the District.
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14. W 9. 75’ of Lot 9 & E 5 of Lot 8, Block 9 (Mam Street) S = Contribnting‘ |
‘Building Date: ¢.1915° ~ Photo Log #: 1,3,7,8,12

- Style: LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS Commercral Style

- Functional Use/Type COMMERCE One-Part Commercial Block

This one- story brick-faced limestone commercial bulldmg matches the height, storefront transom placement, and
‘brick cornice corbellmg of the two neighboring buildings to the west. The alummum-framed display windows

- rest on a brick bulkhead. The bulldmg incorporates a recessed entrance in the east end bay The entry features a

- historic paneled wood door topped by a transom window. The leaded transom spanning the width of the burldmg
~ above the storefront w1ndows features squares of leaded, rlbbed purple glass arranged in a grrd pattern withan
operable hopper at its center : ‘

‘ Hlstory ThlS bulldmg was bullt shortly after the 1911 fire that destroyed the maj orlty of Maln Street Local

~ residents suggest that a shoe repair shop occupled this bulldmg during the 1920s and 1930s. The Carlile

- Insurance Agency occupled the bulldmg dunng the 1950s and 19605 Currently, the Dawdson Insurance Agency
s located in the bu11d1ng : : : ,

‘ Integrlty The only alteratron to this bu11d1ng has been the replacement of the or1g1nal storefront display windows
- with a new: alurmnum—framed window system. ‘The replacement windows maintain the size and configuration of
the building’s’ original windows. Despite these minor alterations, this building continues to convey its historic

- commercial associations and otherwise malntams a high degree of archltectural 1ntegr1ty It is a contributing

: property to the Dlstrrct :

| l . 14 5 W of E5’ of Lot 8, Block 9 (Main Street) ‘ : ' Contributing

: Bulldmg Date: c.1915 = Photo Log: 1,3,7,8,10,12

: LATE 19TH AND/EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Commerc1a1 Style
lonal Use/Type COMMERCE: One-Part Commerc1al Block ‘
- ) k-faced limestone commerc1al bulldmg matches the herght storefront transom placement and
I‘le corbelhng of the two ﬂankrng buildings. The three-bay storefront includes a two-part plate glass display
,'ndow and a recessed entrance in the east end bay An alummum-framed door has replaced the original door,
though the entrance retains its historic, screened transom window. The wood-framed storefront windows rest on
brick bulkhead.. Plywood covers the transom that spans the width of the building above the storefront windows,
'Whlch rnatches the helght of the ne1ghbor1ng burldmgs along Main Street.

jHlstory Thrs bu11d1ng was built shortly after the 1911 fire that destroyed the maj orlty of Main Street. Hlstonc
photos show a bakery located here ¢.1915-1920. Throughout the 1940s and 1950s a cleaners occupied the
building. Dunng the mid-1970s a leather shop operated here. Currently, Heartland Computers occupies the
building. : ’

Integrity: The only visible alterations to this building are the plywood covering the storefront transom and the
replacement entrance door, both of which are easily reversible changes. Despite these minor alterations, this
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~ building continues to convey its hlstonc commercial association and retains a hrgh degree of archltectural
integrity. Itisa contrlbutmg property to the District. :

16.22.5’ E of W 24" of Lot 8' Block 9 (Main Street) : DRI Contributing

Building Date: c.1915 Photo Log #: 1,3,7,10,12 : .

Style: LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS Commercial Sty]e
Functional Use/Type COMMERCE: One-Part Commercial Block

This one-story, brick-faced hmestone commercial building matches the height, storefront transom conﬁguratron
and brick corbelhng of the two bulldmgs immediately to the east. The storefront includes a three-part plate glass
display window. The entrance is recessed in the east end bay. A historic, paneled wood door with a wood-framed
screen door and a screened transom w1ndow fills the doorway. The storefront windows rest on a wood sill and a
brick bulkhead. The transom that spans the width of the building above the display w1ndows has been pamted

and matches the transom helght of the nelghbonng bulldmgs along Main Street.

_History: ThJS bulldmg was built shortly after the 1911 fire that destroyed the maj or1ty of Main Street While the
early occupants of th1 \u1ld1ng cannot be confirmed, it likely housed a variety of retail concerns. By 1951,
Mary’s Café occuple the building. Durlng the 1970s and 1980s, a barber shop operated in the bulldmg
Currently, the bu11d1ng is vacant. ,

Integrity: The 01’11y5V181b16 alteration to this building is the painting of the storefront transom wmdow
Otherwise, this burldrng retams a high degree of arclntectural mtegrlty It isa contmbutmg property to the
Dlstrlct

17. W24 of Lot 8 Block 9 (Main Street) R L Non-contributing

Building Date: ¢.1912 =~ Pheto Log#: 1,7, 10, 12 «

Style: LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS Commermal Style
Functional Use/Type- COMMERCE: One-Part Commercial Block

This limestone cornmercral building is one of five buildings that form a continuous wall of seven storefronts that
are uniform in herght transom placement, and architectural details. Cast iron piers flank and define each

. storefront. Engaged brick piers continue the vertical line of the cast iron elements to-the corbelled brick cornice
line. Within these vertlcal and horizontal framrng elements, red brick laid in an English bond clads the upper wall
of each facade. On this building, a concrete pier at the east end of the faeade was molded to match the iron piers.
The three-bay fagade includes a single leaf, glass entrance door at its center. Flanking the entrance are pairs of
small, tinted alurmnum windows resting on a tall bulkhead faced with thin, buff-colored brick. Panels of
synthetrc siding cover the storefront transom.

- History: This bulldmg was built shortly after the 1911 fire that destroyed the maj orrty of Mam Street. As early as
1917, a drugstore operated here.. During the mid-1920s, Wymore’s drugstore and soda fountain occupied the
building. Dr. Andrew Struble operated his drugstore here from 1928 until 1933 when he built Building #5.
During the late 1940s and through the mid-1950s this bulldlng housed the Smejkal Café. Currently, Kelly’s Café
occupies the building. ‘
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Integrity ‘The storefront of this building was heavily altered c.1957, after the penod of srgniﬁcance Because so
- much of the bulldlng s original conﬁguratlon and materlals have been lost it is no longer a contributing property
to the hlstor1c District..

18. E 46 25’ of Lot 7 Block 9 (Main Street) ' , ‘Contributing

Building Date: ¢.1912 Photo Log #: 1,7,10-12 .

Style: LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Comrnercral Style
‘Functional Use/Type COMMERCE: One-Part Commercial Block ‘

This limestone commercial building is one of five buildings that form a contlnuous wall of seven storefronts that
are uniform in helght transom placement, and architectural details. Cast iron piers flank and define each
storefront. Engaged brlck piers continue the vertlcal line of the cast iron elements to the corbelled brick cornice.
line. Within these: Vertrcal and horizontal frammg elements, red brick laid in an English bond clads the upper wall
of each facade. This bulldlng, like the bulldmg to the west (#19), has a large rectangular parapet, centered above
its two storefronts, that' rises above the cornice to disguise the metal-clad, gable—front roof. The two storefronts -
mirror one another across a central cast iron pier. Each storefront includes a wide wood door topped by a
transom, located ward the center of the bulldlng, and a two-part, wood—framed plate glass display window
resting on a br_lc ulkhead Each complete storefront (windows and door) is recessed from the front plane of the
building. In fror of the storefronts each recessed area has a pressed tin ceiling. Flush with the upper wall of the
bu11d1ng, oorrugated metal panels cover the transoms above each storefront

o Hlstory ThlS bulldmg was bullt shortly after the 1911 fire that destroyed the majority of Main Street. Lott &

Stine established a combination hardware/ﬁ1m1ture/undertaker business here in 1912. A furniture business was
still located in the bulldmg in 1917. Historic photos show an appllance store occupying the building by 1951.
From 1954 to 1977 the burldmg continued to serve as a hardware store. Currently, the building is vacant.

Integrity: The only v131b1e alteration to this bulldmg is the application of corrugated metal panels over the
storefront transoms whrch is easily reversible. This building continues to clearly convey its historic commercial
assomatlons and retalns a hrgh degree of architectural integrity. Itisa contrlbutlng property to the District.

19. W 19.78° of Lot 7 & E 26.5’ of Lot 6 Block 9 (Main Street) : Contrlbutmg
Bulldmg Date:c.1912 Photo Log# 1,7,11,12 .

Style: LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Commermal Style
Functional Use/Type COMMERCE: One-Part Commercial Block

This limestone automoblle service bu11d1ng is one of five buildings that form a continuous wall of seven
storefronts that are uniform in height, transom placement, and architectural details. Cast iron piers flank and
define each storefront Engaged brick picrs continue the vertical line of the cast iron elements to the corbelled
brick cornice line. The cast iron and brick piers that delineate the garage bay are thinner than the piers that define
the other storefront bays on this end of the block. Within these vertical and horizontal framing elements, red brick
laid in an English bond clads the upper wall of each facade. As with Building #18, a large rectangular parapet

, centered above the cornice line disguises the building’s metal clad, gable-front roof. At the center of the burldmg
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isa garage bay filled with a wood—paneled overhead door Flankmg the garage bay are three-part, plate glass ‘

_ storefronts resting on brick bulkheads. Immediately east of the garage bay is a wood-paneled pedestrian entrance
~door. Plywood covers the transom window that spans the full-width of the building above the storefront
w1ndows and corrugated metal covers a transom area above the garage door :

Hlstory This bulldmg was bu1lt shortly after the 191 1 ﬁre that destroyed the majority of Main Street. This
building has functioned as an automobile garage/car dealerslnp since its construction. The characteristic
architectural features associated with this function remain intact, mcludmg the central garage bay, which passes -
through the bu1ld1ng to the alley. Historic photos show a variety of signage associated with the bulldmg "
throughout the ﬁrst half of the 20" century mcludmg “Bulck ” and “Chevrolet ” Currently the bu1ld1ng is vacant.

Integnty The only visible alterat1on to thrs bu11d1ng is the apphcatlon of plywood and corrugated metal over the -
~ transom windows. Despite these minor reversible alterations, this building continues to convey its historic
-character, period of construction, and commermal assocratlons and 1t retams a high degree of archltectural :
1ntegr1ty Itisa conmbutmg property to the Dlstnct :

20. 20’WofE 26.5" of Lot 6, Block 9 (Main Street) i E | Contnbutmg
Bulldmg Date: c.1912 ~ PhotoLog#: 1,7, 11, 12

Style: LATE l9TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS Commercial Style
Functlonal Use/Type. COMMERCE: One-Part Commerc1al Block

‘This hmestone bulldmg is one of five buildings that 1a contmuous wall of seven storefronts that are uniform
in helght transom placement, and architectural ¢ cre ils. Cast iron piers flank and define each storefront. Engaged
brick piers continue the vertical line of the ca ielements to the corbelled brick cornice line. Within these

k vert1ca1 and hor1zontal frarmng elements, red ‘ k1 dinan Engllsl 1 bond clads the upper wall of each facade.
The three-bay, wood-framed plate glass storefr ts on a brick bulkhead. Plywood panels cover the transom

that spalns the full—w1dth of the building above t refront w1ndows A recessed entrance fills the east end bay.
g paneled wood door topped by a screened transom

Pressed tin covers the ce111ng above the entra:nc
wmdow ﬁlls the, entry

Hlstory Robert LaRocque estabhshed a drugstore at this location c. 1900 Shortly after the devastating 1911 fire,
this bu1ld1ng was constructed. LaRocque continued his drugstore at this location until ¢.1950. During the 1950s
and 1960s this burldlng housed ofﬁces for the ne1ghbor1ng Horn Brothers ‘Garage (Building #19) Currently, this
bu11d1ng is vacant. ,

Integrity: Visible alterations to this building 1nclude the plywood panels covering the transom wmdows and paint
on the storefront windows. Both of these changes are reversible and the bulldmg otherwise continues to convey
its historic character, period of construction and commercial associations.  This bulldmg retains a hrgh degree of
architectural integrity and i isa contnbutmg property to the Drstrrct
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21. W19.5° of Lot 6 &E 6.5 of Tract W of Lot 6, Block 9 (Main Street) Contributing
Building Date: c. 1912 - PhotoLog #:1,7, 12,13

- Style: LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS Commercral Style
~Functional Use/Type . RECREATION AND CULTURE: Theater

~ This hmestone building is the westernmost of five buildings that form a continuous wall of seven storefronts. The

storefronts are uniform in helght transom placement and architectural details. Cast iron prers flank and define
each storefront. A concrete pier at the west end of this faeade was molded to match the iron piers. Engaged brick
piers continue the vertical line of the cast iron elements to the corbelled brick cornice line. Within these vertical -
and horrzontal framing elements red brick lald in an English bond clads the upper wall of each facade. The
‘entrance is centered in the fagade and contams double-leaf, wood doors flanked by sidelights. Stucco covers the
adJ acent dlsplay windows, plywood panels cover the wmdow openings in the transom area, and horizontal lap
srdrng covers the area above the windows where a marquee once hung.

Hlstory _This building was built shortly aﬂer the 191 1 fire that destroyed the maj or1ty of Main Street. From 1913
through 1952 the Lyric Theatre occupied the building. A 1917 map identifies this building as a “picture house.”
Historic photos indicate that sometime between the 1920s and 1951 the storefront was remodeled to its current
appearance Oral hlstory confirms that the ex1st1ng entry conﬁguratlon was in place by the 1930s.2 The Dream
Theatre operated here from 1952 through' 1974 Currently, this building is vacant. :

~,Integr1ty The emstrng storefront of this burldrng, although altered from its original conﬁgurat1on was in place
by the 1930s. These alterations have become historic in their own right and typify the evolution of commercial
ydesrgn in small Kansas towns such as Glasco The historic alterations included the replacement of the central
ticket booth wrth a central double-leaf entrance; the ori iginal flanking openings were enclosed and stuccoed; and
{the contrnuous transom was reduced to three rectangular windows. Since 1951, the remaining transom openings
were covered w1th plywood, the marquee was removed, and the central doors were replaced.” These latter
,alteratrons are eas1ly reversible and this building continues to convey its historic 1930s character as part of a
larger coheswe fa(;ade, as well as its recreatronal and commercial associations. Within the period of significance
( for the Glasco Downtown Hlstonc Dlstrrct this building maintains sufﬁc1ent architectural integrity to
jbe a contrrbutr g property to the District.

22. W 26 6’ of Tract W of Lot 6, Block 9 (Mam Street) : Contributing
: Bulldmg Date c1912 Photo Log#:1,12,13 '
Style LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Commercial Style
: Functlonal Use/Type COMMERCE: One-Part Commercial Block
* This one-story tooled limestone and cast-stone commercial building occupies a corner lot at the west end of a
contmuous row: of burldrngs similar in size and scale. The three-bay fagade contains a recessed center entrance.
Plywood covers the plate glass display wmdows flanking the entrance. Corrugated metal covers the transom,
which: alrgns with the seven neighboring storefronts to the east. A metal awning spans the storefront. The parapet
e wall steps down along the building’s north wall

2 Joan Nothern, personal letter to author, 12 April 2002.
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History: This burldmg appears to have been constructed from the ruins of a limestone building that burned in the
1911 ﬁre While the early occupants of the bulldlng cannot be confirmed, historic photos-show that it was retail

- space. Local residents recall that a feed store occupied the building during the l940s A liquor store occupied the
bulldmg in the 1980s Currently, this building is vacant.

Integrlty VlSlblC alterations to this building ; mclude the plywood panels covering the drsplay windows and

, corrugated metal covenng the transom. Both of these changes are easily reversible, and the building otherwise

continues to convey its historic character, period of construction and commercial assomatrons It retains a high
degree of archltectural integrity and isa contrlbutmg property to the District.

23 W 39 5’ of S 45.5° of Lot 5 & S 45.5° of Tract W of Lot 5, Block 9 (Rarlroad Avenue) Contrlbutmg
Building Date: 1948 ~ Photo Log #: 13-16

Style: OTHER: Grain Elevator

Functional Use/Type AGRICULTURE: Processmg, COMMERCE: Busmess

This structure is composed of a series of rectangular sections that form an irregular plan. The first story is
concrete block The upper stories are wood-framed and clad with corrugated metal and vary from one to four
stories in. herght Corrugated metal also covers the gable roofs. The enclosed machmery includes an elevator and
seed cleaning and processing equipment. Facing Railroad Avenue is a two-story gable-front block with a three-
bay facade The facade includes a paneled wood entrance door flanked by four- and six-pane steel windows with
operable upper hopper sash Slldmg metal serv1ce-bay doors are centered in each story of the south wall of this -
block Perpendlcular at the rear of the front block is a three-story, side-gabled block. This section of the building
has a drlve-through opemng in the west wall of the first story. A pair of large, hinged wood plank doors fills this
openmg Above the dnve—through bayisa slldmg, standing-seam metal door. At the northeast corner of the
structure two separate srde—gabled sectlons clad with corrugated metal siding rise three and four stories high.

A cylrndrrcal metal tank cconical at both ends, stands upright, approxrmately 20" tall at the rear of the elevator
structure. Metal beams support the tank. A non-historic, ancillary building with a shed roof also stands at the rear
of the elevator structure A single entrance door is located at the east end of the front (south) fagade of this shed.

Hlstory This strueture was constructed as a gram elevator and seed processing facility. It continues to serve this
function.

Integrity: This structure is a good example of the industrial commerce that developed in small, rural towns with
access to the railroad. With no apparent alterations to the original materials or design, it retains a high degree of
integrity. Itisa contrrbutmg structure to the District.
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24. W16’ of Lot4 & E26.5’ of Lot 5 & N70’ of W39.5’ of Lot 5 & N70’ of Tract W of Lot5 (Railroad Avenue)

Building Date: 1929~ Photo Log #: 13-16 - Contributing

Style: OTHER: Meat & Dairy Processing %

- Functional Use/Type' AGRICULTURE: Processing; COMMERCE: Business

- This one- story, brick commercial building has a flat roof and an asymmetncal three-bay facade faced with

- grooved, buff-colored brick. The north end bay contains an aluminum-framed glass entrance door. The central

~entrance bay has been covered W1th masonite siding. The south end bay contains a wood-framed one-over-one
double-hung sash wmdow ‘The window openmg has a projecting header brick sill. A’ 31mple line of dentiled
brick marks the cornice line. Below: the cornice is a rectangular panel framed by a single course of projecting
brick. ‘Within the panel the painted words, “GLASCO CREAMERY CO.” are faintly v131ble ‘At the center of
the building, between the cornice and the brick panel, an internally illuminated plastic sign that projects from the
building wall reads “GLASCO LOCKER.” Attached to the south wall is a small, one-bay shed addition clad with
masonite s1d1ng and a second entry that faces Railroad Avenue. A tall, wood-frame addition with masonite siding -
and a shallow, asphalt—shmgle gable roof extends from the rear wall of the mam block

Hlstory ThlS bull ] mg Was constructed by the Glasco Co-Operatlve Creamery Company The grand opening was
" October 1929. Durmg the Depress1on this was one of several creameries where one could trade eggs and cream
for much—needed cash. In 1944, the Glasco Co-Operative Creamer Company expanded with the construction of
the locker plantt t e{north By 1950, the Glasco Co-Operative Creamery Company became known as the
r Glasco Creamery and Cold Storage Company The bulldmg continues to operate as a meat and dairy processmg
; facrllty :

Integrlty This' burldmg isa good example of the industrial commerce that developed in small towns w1th access
to the rallroad *Both the masonlte covering the original central entrance and the shed-roof addition are reversible

‘ alteratlons The conversion of a window to an entrance in the north bay is a more significant alteration but does
not 1mp1nge upon the ability of the property to convey its historic functions or commercial associations. The
burldmg otherw1se retams its hrstorrc archltectural integrity, and is a contrrbutmg property to the District.

25. W16’ of Lot4 & E26 5’ of Lot5 & N70° of W39.5’ of Lot5 & N70’ of Tract W of LotS5 (Railroad Avenue)
Bulldmg Date 1945 Photo Log #: 13-16 Contributing

Style: OTHER: Meat & Dairy Processing '

Functional Use/Type AGRICULTURE: Processmg, COMMERCE Business

This one-story, brick commermal building is clad with buff-colored brick. Asphalt shmgles cover the hrpped roof.
The three-bay facade nses above the eaves to create a rectangular false-front parapet. Masonite siding covers the
central window opemng as well as the two flanking entrances. The window opening retains its projecting header
brick sill: Below the cornice is a rectangular panel framed by a smgle course of projecting bricks. Within the
panel the painted words “LOCKER PLANT” are visible. A series of irregular additions with both ﬂat and shed
roofs and a shed roof livestock pen extend from the rear of the building.

*
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Hlstory In 1944, the Glasco Co-Operative Creamery Company (Building #24) expanded its operation with the
construction of this locker plant building. By 1950, the Glasco Co-Operative Creamery Company became known
as the Glasco Creamery and Cold Storage Company. The bulldlng continues to operate as a meat processing
facility. . ‘

Integrity: This building is a good example of the industrial commerce that developed in small, rural towns with
access to the railroad. The masonite covering the fagade fenestration is a reversible alteration that does not affect
the ability of this building to convey its historic fuinction and commercial associations. The building otherwise
retains its architectural mtegnty andisa contnbutmg property to the District.

26. E 50’ of Lot 4 Block 9 (Buffalo Street) SO Non-contributing

* Building Date: Unknown Photo Log #:16 3

Style: OTHER: No Style

Functional Use/Type: UNKNOWN: garage/shed ‘

The ridgeline of this gable-front, wood-frame shed runs north and south A combination of metal and vinyl siding
- covers the north, east, and west walls. Pressed metal, ‘faux brick 81d1ng covers the south wall A paneled wood
door is centered in the north gable end, and two, four-pane wood-framed windows plerce the west facade A
garage bay ﬂanked by two plywood-covered wmdows is located in the south gable end. =

History: The historic functions of this building - cannot be conﬁrmed It has no apparent assomatlons with
nelghbonng buildings. L

Integrity: The addition of siding to this building obscures its ongmal arch1tectura1 features It no longer conveys
its historic functions or associations and lacks 1ntegr1ty in the areas of workmanship, design, materials, feeling and
assoclatlon Itisa non-contrlbutlng property to the. Dlstrlct B

27. Lots 1,2, 3, Block 9 (Fisher Street) - AT : Contributing

Building Date 1903 : Photo Log #:117, 18,23 :

Style: OTHER: False Front ~ |

Functional \Use/Type COMMERCE: Warehouse

Similar in size and scale to the neighboring lumber company office building (#29), this one-story, wood-frame,
gable-front coal shed is distinguished by its false front parapet and historic metal cladding. The poured concrete
foundation deﬁnes the long, rectangular footprint of the- building.| The front fagade is void of fenestration and has
a painted sign that faintly reads, “COAL.” Sliding wood doors cover each of the eight bays that pierce the south -
fagade. Above each door is a small rectangular opening covered by a hinged wood door. A poured concrete
driveway runs along the south side of the bu11d1ng -

History: The Foster Lumber Company was established in 1879 in Concordla By 1903, the company established
this additional location in Glasco. A 1917 map indicates this bulldmg and the associated lumber yard buildings
(#28, #29) in their current configuration. From 1922 through 1965 this site (Buildings #27-29) was owned by
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Golden Belt Lumber Company Berndts Lumber Company occupied the site from 1965 until 1992. Currently,
the site functions as a private wood shop. - :

'Integrlty This burldlng is a good example of the industrial commerce that developed in small, rural railroad
towns with access to the railroad. With no apparent alterations the original design or materials, this building
retains a high degree of integrity, and continues to convey its historic design, functlon and association. Itisa
contnbutmg property to the District. o

28. Lots 1, 2, 3 Block 9 (Fisher Street) : Contributing

Bulldmg Date: 1903 . Photo Log #:17, 19 20,23 R A

Style: OTHER: Lumber Storage

Functronal Use/Type: COMMERCE Warehouse

Thi$ two-story, wood-framed lumber storage building is dlstmgulshed by the full-length balconies that line the
“north and south side walls. Corrugated metal clads the wide, shallow gable-front roof. Metal sheets with a more
 delicate rib clad the front (east) and rear (west) walls. A one-story shed extension pI‘O_] ects from the front of the
building. Pairs of srx-hght wood casement windows fill three of the four openings in the east wall of the shed.
The fourth opening, at the south end of this fagade, is covered with plywood. The north and south elevations each
contain eleven lumber storage bays. A sliding wood door fills. each second story opening. The first story bays
are. open Poured concrete driveways run the length of the building along both the north and south sides.

Hlstory The Foster Lumber Company was established in 1879 in Concordia. By 1903 the eompany established
this add1t10nal location in Glasco. A 1917 map indicates this building and the two flanking buildings (#27, #29)
in thelr current conﬁguratlon From 1922 through 1965 this site (Buildings #27-29) was owned by Golden Belt
Lumber Company ‘Berndts Lumber Company occupied the site from 1965 until 1992. Currently, the site
functlons as a prlvate wood shop. .

Integrlty Thrs buﬂdlng is a good example of the industrial commerce that developed in small rural towns with
access to the railroad.” The only visible alteration is the covered window opening on the east elevation. This
change i is easﬂy reversrble and does not hinder its ability to convey its historic function, design or associations.
The bulldmg otherw1se retains a high degree of integrity. It is a contributing property to the District.

29. Lots 1,2, 3, Block 9 (FlShCI‘ Street) ' Contributing
Building Date: 1903 Photo Log #: 17, 20, 21,23 :

Style: OTHER: False Front

Functional Use/Type COMMERCE: Business

Similar in size and scale to the neighboring coal storage building (#27) this one-story, brick building is
distinguished by the front wall that rises above the roofline to create a false front parapet. A single course of
header bricks forms the coping on the parapet, and corrugated metal covers the gable-front roof. The poured
concrete foundation defines the long, rectangular footprint. A painted sign on the front wall faintly reads,
“GOLDEN BELT LUMBER CO.” The two-bay front (east) fagade includes a paneled, wood entrance door and a
wood-framed window with a leaded upper sash. An additional door and a series of one-over-one double-hung



- NPS Form 10-900-a , v - ‘ OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86) : ‘ ‘ f t

United States Department of the Interror
Natlonal Park Service -

NATIONAL REGISTER OFV HISTORIC PLACES
_ CONT INUATION SHEET

Sectron Number 7 ~Page 20 ‘ , k - Glasco Downtown I-I'istoriekDistrict
: ‘ : Cloud County, Kansas

wood windows pierce the s1de walls, All of the openings have a cast stone lintel and sill. Three pipe ventilators
are evenly spaced along the rldgehne ‘The rear half of the building has metal siding, and two sliding wood doors
“pierce the north wall. ‘

A rectangular wood plank truck scale is built into the concrete driveway immediately south of the lumber storage
building (#28) and directly adjacent to a door on the north fagade of the lumber company office building (#29).

. History: The Foster Lumber Company was established in 1879 in Concordia. By 1903, the company established
 this additional location in Glasco. A 1917 map indicates this building and the two neighboring buildings to the
north (#27, #28) in their current configuration.. From 1922 through 1965 this site (Buildings #27-29) was owned
by Golden Belt Lumber Company. Berndts Lumber Company occupled the site from 1965 until 1992. Currently,
the site: functlons asa pnvate wood shop. , ,

Integrity: This bulldmg 1s a good example of the industrial commerce that developed in small, rural railroad
towns. Although, one opening on the south fagade has been filled with brick, this change does not diminish the
ability of the bu11d1ng to convey its historic design, functlon and associations. The building otherwise retains a
high degree of mtegnty and is a contributing: property to the Dlstnct

DISTRICT ]NTEGRITY '

Of the 29 buildings and structures that compnse the Glasco Downtown Historic District, over 75 percent are one-
or two-part commermal blocks with varying degrees of arch1tectural styling and ornament. The balance of the

‘ bulldmgs have 11ght-mdustr1al/commerc1al mixed-use funct1on cluding agricultural processing and

he commonallty of form and commercial function unifies the District. As the largest

‘extant buildings that retain their hlstonc archrtectural integrity and associations with the city’s
commercral development they form a dlstmctlve d1stnct w1th a v1sua1 sense of place.

The h1storlc settmg, densrty and feeling of the DlS’[I‘lCt are mtact and the cornmer01al and architectural
associations are clearly conveyed Of the two vacant lots, one has been vacant. historically and the other is a park
that has enhan ed the streetscape for at least thlrty years The | storlc grid of the original town plat is intact,
1nclud1ng street Wldths and alley conﬁguratlons as well as the large sections of historic poured concrete road bed
and tooled s1dewalks The solid wall of brick-faced hmestoneibmldlngs with uniform setbacks and storefront
transoms has been maintained along Main Street.' North of Main Street, the hght industrial buildings continue to
function essentlally as they have hlstoncally and therefore have changed httle since their construction.

The integrity of des1gn and materials in the District are 1ntact of the commercwl storefronts in the DlSlIlCt that
have sustained alterations, most have gamed historic significance in the1r own right. Often these historic
alterations convey the typical design and materials from the period in which they were made. The handful of
insensitive alterations consists primarily of non-historic covenngs that do not obscure the original storefront
configurations.
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SUMMARY

The Glasco Downtown Historic Dlstnct is significant under National Register Cntenon A in the area of

COMMERCE and under Criterion C in the area of ARCHITECTURE. The District includes the heart of the city's

late nineteenth and early to mid-twentieth century retail and light- 1ndustnal commercial district. Composed .
pnmanly of retail businesses and light industrial buildings, the District has strong associations with both the

economic development of Glasco and the continuum of commercial and light industrial architecture constructed

in the commumty during this period. The restrained vernacular des1gns that compnse Glasco s downtown convey

a sense of historic and arch1tectura1 cohesweness : ‘

Asa groupmg, this collection: of bulldmgs reflects the evolutlon of commerc1al func‘nons present in Glasco’s
primary mercantile district from the late mneteenth century through the first half 'of the twentieth century. In
addition, they successfully communicate the evolution of commercial and industrial design in Glasco during this
period. The buildings physically represent the spectrum of bu1ld1ng types and forms associated with local -

~ commercial development providing insight into local patterns -of bulldmg technology, retall and mdustnal '
commerelal de51gn, styhstlc features form, and funcnon : '

‘The District contams 22 contnbutmg bulldlngs one contnbutmg structure and six non-contnbutmg buildings.
The Dlstnct’s penod of mgmﬁcance is 1880 1948 The start of this range reflects the date of construction of the
carliest extant bulldlng in the District. The end of this range reflects the construction of the most recent
contributing bu11d1ng It also acknowledges historic alteratlons to bulldlngs as specific functlonal and commerc1al
‘ styles evolved and accepts changes to bu1ld1ngs w1thm th1s penod as h1stonc to the Dlstnct L

ELABORATION

To understand the s1gmﬁcance of the resources in the Glasco Downtown Hlstorlc District requires knowledge of
the relationship of the resources to historic contexts associated with the commercial and architectural development
of Glasco Kansas and to the region in the late nmeteenth and carly to mld-twentleth centunes ~

COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN GLASCO KANSAS S

Located on the. north slope of the Solomon River Valley in the southwest corner of Cloud County, the City of
Glasco is located one-nnle northeast of the Solomon River along Fisher Creek, a principal tributary. The town
site, surrounded”b a wide crescent of rolling pralne hills and plateaus is. bounded by Highway 24 to the northeast
and the Un1on1;Pa<:1ﬁc Railroad to the southwest. The commer01a1 and retail business district of Glasco is
concentrated along Main Street, which blsects the small city. Within this central area, Glasco’s retail and light
_industrial commermal activities developed close to the city’s rallroad facﬂltles The area continues to function as
- the c1ty ] central commerc1a1 district. .

* Because of its. 1ocat10n near the Solomon River and the number of tnbutanes in the area, brldges played an
important role in development patterns. Glasco’s first permanent bridge spanned the Solomon River at the west,
- edge of town in 1884 A second bridge was constructed over the Solomon River at the south edge of town in

! The Pott’s Ford Brldge is still standing and is listed on the National Re”gister of Historic Places.
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1899. These bridges served as major links to local and. regional markets until the 1950s When the southern brrdge
was replaced and the alignment of US 24 diverted trafﬁc north of town v

PERIOD OF EXPLORATION AND SETTLEMENT 1 820-1 880) ,

- The establrshment of a commercial trade route to Santa Fe in 1821 promoted the first major encroachment by
Euro Amerrcans into the territory of the Kansa, Osage, and Pawnee nations in present-day Kansas. By the
1840s, pressures created by the increasing use of the Santa Fe trade route and the Callforma-Oregon overland
~ emigrant trails 1mpacted the territory set aside for Native American groups and the United States government,
began to remove all the tribes from what is now the State of Kansas to reservations in present-day Oklahoma
When the Kansas Terrrtory opened for settlement after the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act in 1854, there was
an immediate 1nﬂux of Missourians. In the years leading up to the Civil War north central Kansas experienced a
steady increase in: activity and settlement. With the onset of the 1859 Colorado Gold Rush; the Leavenworth-
Pike’s Peak Express Stagelrne was established, travehng along the north slope of the Solomon Rlver Valley, not
far from present day Glasco.* Counties were orgamzed in response to settlement, and i in 1860, the boundanes of
Cloud County were establrshed as one of the westernmost countles in Kansas at the time.’

- In 1861, the year the ClVll War began Kansas became the 34% ¢ state to enter the Union. In addltlon to the national
conflict, early settlers of Cloud County endured drought grasshopper plagues and regular altercations with the
native Pawnee, who ;opposed Euro Amerrcan settlement in the area When the war started Cloud County had
only 80 res1dents : ~ :

Immedrately followmg the war, Kansas leaders focused their. attentron on rail construction. The subsequent 1862
Homestead Act and the raprd growth of railroads encouraged speculators to construct towns. During this period,
Kansas agam beeame a destination point for settlers from the East and between 1865 and 1870 the state’s
population grew from 150,0000 to 365,000. Most of these settlers established farmsteads in rural areas and the
state’s populatron v egan to spread into the central and Western portlons of the state.

In response to mcreased settlement, Cloud County legally orgamzed in 1866 and the Union Pacific Railroad
proposed three| branch lines through Cloud County the same. year Cloud County boasted a populatron of more
than 2,000 resrdents as well as a Federal Land Ofﬁce by the early 1870s

The rich Solomon Valley soil enticed settlers to southwestern Cloud County in the vicinity of present-day Glasco.
The first permanent settlers arrived immediately after the war, 1nclud1ng H. H. Spaulding who came to the area in

2 Other than the early explorers and trappers B

3 David Sachs and George Ehrlich, Guide to Kansas Architecture, (Lawrence Umversrty Press of Kansas, 1996), 6.

* Homer Socolofsky and Huber Self, Historical Atlas of Kansas, (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1988), 23.

S William G. Cutler, History of the State of Kansas, (Chicago: A. T. Andreas, 1883), Part 1,3.

8 «“Kansas Preservation Plan, Study Unit on the Period of Exploratlon and Settlement (1820s-1 8805) ? (Topeka Kansas State -
_Historical Society, 1987), 55.

7 Ralph and Monte Preston, Early Kansas: An sttorzcal Atlas (Trdewater Oregon: Pioneer Press, 1997) 43,

3 Cutler, Part 1, 3. :
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1865. Steady growth contlnued and by 1869, present-day Glasco offered area residents both a school and a post
office. Recognizing that settlement would continue, H. H. Spaulding joined with Jim Copeland H. C. Snyder, J.
A. Potts, and A. H Spauldmg to found the Dell Ray Town Company in 1871.

The increase in rural settlement very soon created the need for goods and services. Biggs answered this need in
1871 when he constructed a frame building to house a general merchandlse store and post ofﬁce, as he was by
now the second postmaster

Although commermal development had begun in Dell Ray, the economy of the region was still entirely dependent
on agricultural product1on which was growing steadily. In addition to extensive cultivation, livestock was a
significant component of regional agr1cultural production, espec1ally sheep, of which there was nearly one sheep
for every person in Cloud County."” In response. to the growth of this leading enterprise in Cloud County, the
Solomon Valley Wool Growmg Association was orgamzed in 1875. The first organization of its kind in the state,

the Association held annual sheep shearing festivals with various compet1t10ns and speakers.- The gatherings were
widely advertlsed and lnlerest in them, “set the count1es of Mltchell and Cloud boommg, with several other
commumtles followmg su1t and organizing similar assoc1atxons

The town of Dell Ray olfﬁc1ally became Glasco w1th recognition from the Kansas legislature in 1878. It is
believed that the name 1s a modified spelling of Glasgow a reference to the Scotch-Irish heritage of many early
settlers in the area,'”

In spite of the area’ s robust agricultural conditions, the most 31gn1ﬁcant economic stimulus to downtown Glasco
was the arrival of the Umon Pacific Railroad. After the usual contention over rail line location, the Union Pacific
rail line reached Glasco in 1878. Access to rail trade and travelers spurred commercial growth and anchored the
‘town. E.R. Hayncs Glasco s first railroad operator and station agent responded immediately to the arrival of the
railroad by opening lHaynes House Hotel and restaurant where _travelers stopped for lunch Also upon the
arrival of rail trafﬁ‘c W R. West & Co. estabhshed a gra
permanent general store at the northwest corner of Maln ar
Photograph # 1, 23) Durmg this time, Solomon Township, ich Glasco was the largest town, doubled its
population, from 518 resrdents to 1073. As evidence of this > in population, increased enrollment forced the
Glasco school board to rent a downtown storeroom temporan y from the Christian Church for the swelling

elementary grades

streets in the center of town (Building #9,

®Mrs. E. F. Holhbaugh Biographical History of Cloud County Kansas (1903),525. This building was still standmg when
the county history was written and was referred to as the last remnant of Glasco s pioneer days.

1 Cutler, Part 2, 5. |

"' Mrs. E. F. Holhbaugh, Bzographzcal History of Cloud County Kansas 534

12 Virginia Struble, Solomon Valley Historical Overview, (Glasco, Kansas Solomon Valley/Highway 24 Heritage Alliance,
2000), 4.

13 Mis. E. F. Holhbaugh Bzographtcal History of Cloud County Kansas 544

" Cutler, Part 1, 5.
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BOOM YEARS (1880- 1900) :

The growing number of commercial busmesses estabhshed in Glasco during the 1880s and 1890s in Glasco
reflected prosperous times. Despite a national economic. depression in 1893 that ended the real estate boom,
Glasco's access to the railroad ensured a stable local economy that gradually expanded throughout the last part of
the nineteenth century The effect of the railroad is visible in the city’s downtown commercial buildings
constructed shortly after its arrival, in which builders supplemented locally produced 11mestone W1th cast iron-
‘storefronts produced in drstant foundries and shlpped to Glasco by rall 134

\ Through advertlsements often subsidized by the raprdly expandlng rallroad compames and supported by the
continuing land disposal efforts of the Federal Government, the Solomon Valley became known for especially
fine soil.: Not only ideal for winter and spring wheat, it was also declared to have the best sandstone and timber
supplies in the county.' William G. Cutler described Glasco in 1883 as, “destined to be the metropolis of the -
southern and Westem part of the county.”"” By this time; Glasco boasted a doctor, a druggist, a hotel, and a
newspaper.: Commercral businesses included many standard ‘suppliers, such as a blacksmith, a llvery, a harness
shop, and a grocer Industrial endeavors included a flour rmll a grain elevator and two lumber companies. Items
available to the local commumty included clothing, hardware shoes, grocenes houseplants, and professional real
estate and insurance services.'® Luxury items were avallable in retail stores, which included a confectionery, a
book and' stat1onery store, a furniture dealer, a jeweler, and a mrllmery Local busmesses advertrsed their wares in
the Glasco Sun newspaper. ;

These busmesses were housed within the earliest commercial bu1ld1ngs in downtown Glasco. Remammg ‘
buildings from this period include the four, two-part commercial bulldmgs (Buildings #10-13, Photograph #1, 7-
9 constructed during the 1880s immediately west of the Blggs Building (#9) on the north side oof Main Street.
Each mcludedfa three-bay retail storefront and second story ofﬁce and/or meetmg hall space.

A 51gn1ﬁcant asset to the commercial development of Glasco ‘was the constructlon of the Pott’s Ford Brldge one-
mile southwest of downtown in 1884. 12 As with rail lmes, there was much ‘competition and controversy over the

“location of tlus Pratt through truss bndge Once in place, thls V1ta1 nver crossmg ensured access to downtown
Glasco merchants even in times of frequent high water »

 Within a few short years; Glasco’s: commercial dlstnct took shape and the town was mcorporated as a city of the
third class i in 1886 Main Street became the eentral artery f'two blocks of storefronts that contained retail and
wholesale busmesses or services on the first ﬂoor andsoﬂlces for attorneys doctors, real estate developers, and
meeting halls ¢ on the second floors. The city’s pubhc and res1dent1al d1str1cts grew outward in each direction from

the commer01al heart of town.

5 The 1880 Brggs Burldmg (#9) has an iron storefront cast in Leavenworth Kansas
- Cutler, Part 4, 9. »
" Y Cutler, Part 4, 9.
'® The Glasco Sun, 2 February 1883.
** This bridge is hsted on the National Reglster of Historic Places (1989) and is still in use.
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At the turn of the 20" century, downtown Glasco was composed of solid limestone buildings generally two stories
in height of “modern architecture.” The town boasted a fire company, five churches, an opera house, both
Masonic and Odd Fellows halls a bank a photographer a shoemaker a three- story hotel and restaurant, and both
baseball and football teams. :

In 1899, Glasco s status as a regional commerc1a1 center was sealed with construction of a second bndge crossing
the Solomon River one-mile southeast of town. This additional river crossing set Glasco apart from nerghbormg '
communities by provrdrng ummpeded access to the railroad as well as abundant goods and services offered
downtown. Thus estabhshed Glasco entered the twentleth centl.uy with economic conﬁdence and secunty ‘

EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY GLASCO (1900 1930) ;

By the early twentieth century, Glasco played the role of most small cities that supported the surroundmg
agricultural communlty with railroad access. The city’s downtown commercial and industrial center continued
the steady and: substantral growth enjoyed during the two previous decades. Construction of new bu11d1ngs'
~ continued at an actrve pace in response to growth of the market-based economy and Glasco’s strateglc posture in
the region. Examples extant on Main Street -include the 1902 Studt General Store Burldlng (Bulldmg #1,
Photograph #l 2) ;Qand the ¢.1905 garage/machme shop (Buxldmg #7 Photograph #6).

Commercial growth downtown was not hmrted to retarl space on. Ma1n Street, but included light mdustnal
development, as well. Foster Lumber Company, founded in 1879 and based in Concordia, established a Glasco
location at the corner of Buffalo and Fisher streets in 1903 (Bulldrng/Structure #27-29, Photograph #17-23); a
convenient location adjacent to Main Street that ensured steady, competitive business other lumber supply
companies in town. The ability of Glasco to support at least two lumber supply companies in the central
commerc1a1 dlstnct indicates the rapid pace of new constructlon as well as the town’s healthy economy

That same year, the ﬁrst annual Glasco Stock Show was held in September The event grew raprdly and became
one of the most wrdely attended events in the county 2 Reputed for its exhibits, the Glasco Stock Show’s display
of quilts was heralded as, “larger than the showing : at Topeka, Hutchmson or Belleville.”? | - This annual event
drew large crowds to Glasco, especially with darly events that 1ncluded dances concerts, ba11 games parades, and
- later, auto races that started and finished on Maln Street.”

During the ﬁrst decade of the twentieth century the one- and two story commercial buildings of downtown
Glasco lined two sohd blocks along Main Street. nght 1ndustr1a1 businesses extended one-half block to the north
and south from the primary intersections at Rar]road Avenue and Fisher Street, at the edge of the central retail
district. Contemporary reports described Glasco as havrng ‘superior facilities for business. They have direct
commumcatrons east and west and thus have a ready market for therr [products].”®* The robust commercial

2 Mrs. E. F. Holhbaugh Biographical sttory of Cloud County Kansas, 525

2 The WPA Guide to 1930s Kansas, (Lawrence: University of Kansas Press, 1984), 326.
2 Virginia Struble, Solomon Valley Historical Overview, 5.

2R M. Sawhill, “Our Fair in 1911.” The Glasco Sun, 20 February 1947.

2 Mrs. E. F. Hollrbaugh Biographical History of Cloud County, Kansas, (1903),524.
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climate supported dozens of competing businesses, 1nclud1ng five general merchandise stores, four restaurants,
three carpenters, three grocers two drugglsts two physicians, two barbers, two millenaries, two hotels, two
attorneys, a dent1st and a real estate dealer

Although the size of downtown Glasco remained about the same, its appearance changed drastlcally during the
second decade of the twentieth century. The reason was a devastating fire along Main Street in 1911, which
destroyed more than half of both the north and south sides of the block between Railroad Avenue and Fisher
Street, mcludmg the opera house and the 1mpress1ve Davidson Block (Historic Photo Documentation, p.37).
Although a fire’ company existed, it was “no more than a bucket brigade,” and with no city water system, the
nighttime fire burned almost out of control.?® The estimated damages were approximately $225,000, with only
$40,000 of insurance coverage 7 While the loss of so many buildings at the heart of a lesser town could have
proven devastatmg, Glasco’s transportation resources and economic stability facilitated a rapid rebuilding
campaign. Nine new one-story limestone commercial buildings with visually cohesive brick facades quickly
replaced the ruins on the north side of Main Street (Buildings #14-22, Photograph #1, 10-12). They included a
new theater (Bulldhng #21) an auto service garage (Building #19), and several new retail businesses.

Confidence in the future of Glasco as a reglonal commercial center was further enhanced by the construction of
new buildings. on the south side of Main Street shortly after the fire. These included Buildings #2-4, and 6
(Photograph # 2-4 6) The various early tenants of these bulldmgs reflect the community’s diverse economy at
the time: a telephone company office and Frances' Ward’s- Dress Shop (Building #2), Farmer’s State Bank
(Building #3), K1e1n s Barber Shop (Bu11d1ng #4), as well as the' post ofﬁce and McDowell groceries (Building
#6). ¥

Downtown business owners reacted to the fire of 1911 not only by rebuilding destroyed properties, but also by
making 1mprovements and rejuvenating their remaining buildings. Property owners of several surviving
nineteenth century bu1ld1ngs modernized facades in the years followmg the fire with new brick (Building #10) or
stucco facing (Building #ll 13, Photograph #1, 7).”*. The momentum of revitalization included city officials who
took action as well Wrthm 12 months of the fire, city water and electnmty were installed and the pnnmpal streets
were paved. B 1917 the ex1st1ng water tower was constructed just off Main Street, and wastewater and sewer
lines were laid, completmg the c1ty § major mfrastructure 1mprovements

In less than ﬁve years Maln Street was solid agaln, with brand new one and two-story commercial buildings
forming a unlform ‘wall of 'storefronts across the length of the block. Retail concerns continued to thrive and
expand into the recently constructed spaces along Main Street. ‘Businesses that advertised in contemporary issues
of the Glasco Sununcluded a millinery, a café, a bakery, a tailor, a meat market a photo gallery, a hardware store,
an optometnst watch and clock repair, and Harley Davrdson motorcycle sales.”’

3 Business Dzrectory, Glasco Kansas 1902.
% «Glasco Fire’s Origin Remams Mystery More Than 47 Years.” Topeka Dazly Capital, 4 December 1958, 21.
?? Virginia Struble, Solomon Valley Historical Overview, 8.
2 The approximate dates of these alterations were determined from hlstorlc photographs.
% The Glasco Sun, 1913 and 1914.
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The. nat10nw1de prosperrty of the 1920s relnforced the stablhty of Glasco s economy Although very little new

construction occurred in the downtown retail district, the popularrty of the automobile resulted in some changes

- along Main Street, which was part of nghway 24, a main east-west route to Colorado and points west. As a
result of increased traffic, street lampposts were installed and at least two new gas stations were constructed along

_ Main Street. Prior to 1929, it was common practrce to park vehlcles at the center of Main Street. Aﬁer 1929,
parkmg was moved to the ﬂanklng curbs o

Spurred by steady growth in downtown actrvrty and Glasco 'S role :as the regional mercantrle center for the
surroundmg agricultural community, light industrial development contmued along the side streets- north of Main
Street. In 1929, the Glasco Cooperative Creamery Company constructed a brick, dairy processing building at the
southeast corner of Buffalo and Railroad Avenue (Building #24, Photograph #13-16). Formed by local farmers,
the cooperative was one of several creameries where farmers would regularly trade cream and eggs for cash.

Fraternal organizations, such as the OddF ellows Rebeccas Masons and Eastern Star, were also very active in the
early part of the twentieth century, holding elaborate banquets in their second story meeting halls downtown
(Building #1, 2, 11-13). These spaces were essential gathermg places for the commumty, hostmg weekly dances
and even Glasco Basketball team practice. , : ,

THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND WORLD WAR II (1931 1945) '

Little private comrnerc1al development occurred in Glasco dunng the Great- Depression. The poor national
- economy,. coupled w1th reg1onal drought in the early 1930s, brought growth to a near standstill, In spite of the
lean times, new commermal endeavors expressed faith in Glasco’s future. In 1933, the year Farmer’s State Bank
(Building #3) closed, Dr Andrew Struble built a drugstore on the south side of Main Street (Building #5,
Photograph #4,5). In addrtron the Natural Gas & Plpelme Company bu1lt a compressor station one mile northeast
of town in 1933, Wlth 31xty employees this was a boon to the local economy and helped sustain the town.*

During the Great Depress1on socral act1v1t1es were Vltal 0 the em
Glasco became rmportant not only economlcally, but also psychologl y. The fraternal organizations continued
to be strong and service groups such as the Boy Scouts the Lions Club, and the YWCA, organized and were
active in Glasco. The movie theater (Building / #21, Photograph #12) sh Wed two movies on Saturday night, and
the 1.0.O.F. held popular dances in their meetmg hall (Building #1, second story, Photograph #2). A pool hall
was located in the first story of Building #13 (Photograph #8, 9) and Struble’s drugstore (Burldrng #5,
Photograph #4, 5) with a soda fountam and bus agency, wasa place to meet friends and stay out late.”!

3 Virginia Struble, Solomon Valley sttorzcal Overview, 5 Twelve houses were constructed at the plant site and the rest of
~ the employees lived in Glasco. ,
3t Vrrgmra Struble, “A 1938 Saturday Night in Glasco ” 2001
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By the onset. of World War 1I, Glasco 'S populatlon had reached about 900. Although the mcreased expansron of
- the previous decades had slowed the local economy remained steady through the war years with such economic
o 'staples asa packrng house a hatchery, a creamery, and a ﬂour mill

POST-WORLD WAR II GLAsco

By the end of World War II, the nineteenth and early twentieth century commercial and residential neighborhoods
clustered around Glasco's Main Street reflected the effects of the Great Depression and the rationed resources of
the World War IT perlod As in many American cities in the late 1940s, poorly maintained older buildings in.
Glasco’s downtown retail area received storefront “updates Although there was not a great deal of new
© construction in Glasco durmg this time, the amount of postwar remodeling is not surprising. Almost 20 years
5 passed during which the Great Depression and wartime restrictions severely constrarned construction and
commercial opportumtles Thus, there was both a real and psychologrcal need for new, clear symbols of progress

During this perrod remodeled storefronts updated the downtown s appearance. The greatest change was the
replacement of orrgmal display windows with alumrnum—framed storefronts and reclad bulkheads. Owners also
covered storefront transoms with opaque pa.nels .Or signs. - Many of the remodeled storefronts retained the
footprmt of the orrgrnal display windows and, with the exception of the use of modern matenals, the buildings.
continue to convey| their original designs. Bulldmgs #1,#11, and #12 (Photograph #2, 8, 9) sustalned ﬁre damage ‘
durmg the l94OS and therr subsequent remodehngs reﬂect these types of alteratlons '

o Improvements were not hrmted to retail space along Maln Street Lrght mdustnal development continued along
Rallroad Avenue | on the block north of Main Street. ' In 1944, the Glasco Cooperative Creamery Company
expanded with: construct10n ‘of a locker plant to the north of their existing creamery (Building #25, Photograph

- #13-16). Respondmg to the increased draw of local farmers to the neighboring businesses, four years later, O. A. -
Campbell constructed a seed business building and grdr ' elevator complex along the alley south of the creamery
(Bulldrng #23, Photograph #13-16). The addltron of 1 I1ese two light industrial ventures offered a solrd “home

' market to local producers and further strengthened Glasco S downtown economy.”
i l

Durrng the second whalf of the twentleth century, several 1nsubstant1a1 changes occurred in the District. In 1951,

the Solomon Rrver swelled over its banks and brought about 18” of water to Main Street, resulting in superﬁcral
damage to storefronts and minor, mostly interior,’ alteratlons However, the flood did destroy the 1899 bridge
southeast of town and by 1953, it was replaced. Around 1953, cobra-head street lights replaced the ¢.1920 street
lamp posts. In 1956 US 24, was realigned on the north edge of town, effectively diverting through traffic from
Main Street.. By 1961 the existing post office (Burldmg #8, Photograph #6) was constructed and the one-story
~ building that stood directly east of Building #6 was demolished shortly thereafter. The resulting vacant lot was
~ convertedtoa park by the Venus Study Club in the early l970s

% The WPA Guide to 1930s Kansas 326.
B “0.A. Campbell Erecting New Business Building,” The Glasco Sun, 20 May 1948, Vol. 64, No 12.
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‘Currently, the businesses occupying buildings in the District reflect the same variety of commercial uses that have
characterized Glasco throughout its history. These include: a general merchandise and grocery store, a machine
~ shop, a variety/drug store and soda fountain, professional offices, a decorating and gifts store, and a café. The
‘historic light industrial commercial buildings continue to perform, essentially, their original functions as lumber
storage, seed/graln processing, and meat processing facilities. Community activities are still important in
- downtown Glasco. The Senior Citizens Center occupies Building #6 (Photograph #6) and the Glasco Historical
;Soc1ety Museum is located in Bu11d1ng #13 (Photograph #8, 9). Apprommately one third of the bulldmgs in the

1 Dlstnct are Vacant

The Glasco Commumty Foundation was 1ncorporated in June of 1999 in response to the i 1ncreasmg endangermcnt
-of community assets. With a stated purpose to * [support] civic, cultural, and recreational activities that promote a
“quality of life leadmg to the continued existence of the Glasco community,” historic preservation is a major
“component of their mission. The Glasco Commumty Foundation purchased Building #1 (Photograph #1, 3-6) to
prevent its demolition and leases it to a grocery store.. They have hosted history and humanities speakers as a
“means of building community awareness of cultural heritage and the Kansas Preservation Alliance honored the

~Glasco Community Foundation with their 2000 Award of Excellence. It is as a result of their initiative and
- concern for their commumty that this nommatlon is being submitted. :

| DEVELOPMENT OF COMMERCIAL ARCHITECTURE IN GLASCO KANSAS |
Commercial development in Glasco after the amval of the railroad reflected the Main Street prototype where
 business houses face onto a primary thoroughfare ran arrangement that reflects the circumstances of time and

technological development. The deciding factor in the layout of these communities often related to physical
factors, such as the location of the river or presence of a railroad line. In Glasco, the tracks ran along the north
bank of the Solomon River where there was a gradual change in grade. To assure increased safety from annual

flood waters, yet sustain access to freighting services, Glasco’s commercial businesses clustered along its’ mam
commer01a1 thoroughfare, Main Street, apprommately one mile north of both the river and the tracks.

¥ ‘!
b

COMMERCIAL ARCHITECTURAL STYLES AND PROPERTY TYPES :
- Access to water, the railroad, and suitable bulldmg materials influenced the location, conﬁgura’uon and phys1cal

“appearance of small communities such as Glasco in the state's late settlement period. “A number of areas in

Kansas contained limestone formations that supphed ready access to building materials in areas with scarce
timber supply. In these locations, builders used local stone not only for foundations and decorative details, but

 also for entire buildings. In Cloud County, the Repubhcan River valley was historically known for the “extensive

quarries of limestone, while the majority of the quarries along the Solomon River are a red sandstone. 34 Glasco’s
downtown exemplifies this distinctive Kansas hmestone construction. All but one building facing Main Street is

. constructed of local stone.

Most of the early commercial buildings in Kansas were simple temporary structures capable of housing various
business functions. As soon as possible, owners replaced their first business houses with more permanent

* Cutler, Part 1, page 2.
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masonry structures, usmg local stone where available. Most were one or two stories in height with local
- merchants and businesses occupymg the ground floor. Rooms on the upper floors served as professional offices,
assembly rooms, or prov1ded residential space for the merchants’ families or tenants.>

The evolution of Glasco's commercial center mirrored that of other small communities in the region. In the c1t1es
and towns of the Midwest and West at this time, there was a physical and emotional need to make order from the
chaos of the earlier settlement period and the Civil War. “Through the boom years of the late nineteenth century,
the shape of the downtown business center expanded as more retail shops banks, industrial supply companies,
 offices, and hotels appeared Within twenty years of the construction of the first permanent commercwl structure,

: Glasco 'S central commercral dlstnct stretched two solid blocks along Main Street. S e

Most nineteenth and early twentleth century commercial buildings were constructed to be seen from the front
rather than as freestandmg objects. As a result, the main facade provided commercial archltecture with its
- distinctive: qualities. Sldewalls were often party walls, shared with, or secured to those of the adJacent structure.
Walls at the end of blocks or: facmg onto alleys had simple, utilitarian design treatments. Lot dimensions
determined the form and, commercial buildings filled most if not all of their respectwe lots Most lots shared
: standard drmensmns w ere rectangular and were much deeper than they were W1de

| The composmon of most retail and 1ndustna1 bu11d1ng facades can be reduced to a few s1mple de51gns that reveal
the major d1v1s1ons of function. Those desrgned for human occupation, rather than industrial processmg or
storage reflected an effort to provide the greatest possible amount of natural light and air through the use of large
dlsplay wmdows , transom windows, light wells and skylights.*” Those designed for industrial processing and/or
storage! accommodate machmery, shelter and store goods, and provide limited front office space. In downtown
Glasco, the extant hlstorrc buildings fall into three' distinct types -- one- or two-part commercial blocks,
agr1cultura1 processmg facilities, and warehouse buildings. Materials, doors, windows, cornices, decorative

'deta11s and styhstlc express1ons were seeondary characteristics that related to the basic compositional

: arrangement of the bmldmg

‘ Whether executed ina popular style or a simple generic design, the downtown retail commercial buildings found
in communities like Glasco commonly took the form of the one- or two-part commercial block building types.”’
Typically of masonry construction, these buildings are between one and two stories in height. They have a
distinct lnerarchy of architectural elements. All have a cornice at or above the roofline. A horizontal band of -
transom w1ndows separates the first story storefronts from the upper stories, reflecting a visual division of uses.
When there is a second story, the windows have defined lintels, sashes and sills. Recessed entrances (to first and

35 "Kansas Preservation Plan Study Unlt on the Penod of Rural/Agricultural Dominance (1865-1900) (Topeka Kansas State
Historical Society, 1984), I-29. :

36 Richard Longstreth, The Buildings of Mam Street A Guide to American Commerczal Archltecture Washington D C.: The
Preservation Press, 1987), 17.

¥ Ibid.

* Ibid.

¥ Ibid., 24,29,31
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second stories) and display windows fill the storefront area below the transom windows. Below the display -
window is a solid bulkhead supporting the window frames. In addition to the visually and/or physically -
supporting elements of the first floor storefront, pilasters and columns provide vertical definition, ﬁannng the
ends of the display w1ndows as well as the transition to: the entrances.

Late Victorian Styles
The explosion in population after the end of the Civil War, which continued unt11 the twentieth century, resulted

in rapidly changing architectural styles that appealed to the citizens of the prosperous post-Civil War period. Late -

Victorian design reflected a new taste for decoratlon and the increasing desire to have the buildings themselves
perceived as ornaments to the community. - Downtown buildings typically featured applied ‘cornices with
‘patterried brickwork and corbels, elaborate brackets, dentils and complex moldings carved from wood or made
~ from pressed metal. Storefronts and window surrounds also featured cast iron, stone, or wood trim. Advances in
technology allowed for the mass production of such architectural ornaments. With access to rail lines, builders
could easily order standard products from catalogs or purchase stock items at the local 1umberyard or iron Works

The builders of the first permanent buildings in Kansas followed the vernacular building tradmons and styles they

had known in their home communities. They adapted the popular hrgh styles of the time and modlﬁed them

accordlng to the skills and materials available in the new community.*’ Surv1v1ng examples of “hlgh style” Late

Vlctonan style commercial buildings in Glasco’s downtown include versions of the Italianate style.* All are two-

story, limestone buildings with limestone detalhng and flat roofs. Pronounced cornice moldings and details such

as tooled limestone window arches and sills accentuate the formal balance of the design. The extant examples

include four 1880s buildings on the north side of Main Street (Building #11-13, Photograph #1, 8, 9) and the 1902
© grocery building at the southwest corner of Mam and Fisher streets (Building #1, Photograph #2).

Late 19" and Early 20™ Century American Movements

Begmmng in the 1890s, and well established in the first decade of the twentleth century, was a  subtle shift in
American architecture, The change had its origins in the growing progressive reform movement that eschewed
the sentlmentahty and ornamental excesses of the Victorian era. Chicago’s Columbian Exposition in 1893 played
a major role in populanzmg these changes, particularly in the Plains states. The Exposition introduced classical
architectural forms and mass-produced building materials and products to the owners of busmesses in rural and
urban commermal centers :

More generic designs represent the Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Century American Movement
Commercial Style that evolved during this period. These are the simple late Victorian and early twentieth century
commercial buildings that have flat roofs, symmetrical fenestration, and traditional storefront designs. Most
decorative, stylistic ornamentation occurs above the storefront or on the upper stories of the fagade and includes a
restrained parapet or false front treatment, rectangular windows and patterned brick ‘'ornament separating the
ground floor from the upper fagade wall. Ornament on these buildings was often limited to vernacular adaptations
of popular architectural styles or vague references to a particular style. '

% K ansas Preservation Plan. "The Period of Exploration and Settlement," 63.
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- The majority of the buildings. constructed i in Glasco during the early to.mid—twentieth century had simple. plans
and designs augmented by minimal architectural ornament. More often than not, brickwork was the vehicle for
- embellishment, which took the form of corbel courses, soldler brick lintels, and prOJectlng header sills. (Bulldmg
#2, 4, 6, 7, Photograph # 2, 4, 6). :

As the nineteenth century drew to an end and the twentieth century progressed, plans for larger commercial
buildings emerged, such as the department store building type. A variation of the larger commercial plan is the
grouping of storefronts. Modest 25 to 30 foot-wide buildings began to appear mtegrated into three to six-unit
- blocks that created an impressive and modern effect on the downtown streetscape.*’ Examples of this commercial
building type in Glasco include Buildings #14 — 22 (Photograph #1, 12). The cohesive horlzontal emphasm is
created by corbel courses of brick at the roofline and underscored by the continuous band of wide transom
windows. The result of the rebuilding campaign subsequent to the devastatlng 1911 fire, each of these buildings
shares a unlﬁed facade 1mply1ng a single bulldmg block S

Early 20"‘ Century Industrial Des1gn :
The light industrial bulldmgs found in communities hke Glasco took the form of agrlcultural processing or
warehouse buﬂdmg types. Located at the edge of the retail district, the design and materials of these bu11d1ngs
were funchon-specrﬁc The builders utilized both, tradrtlonal and new construction techniques and materials in a
variety of combinations to create efﬁclent, functional space. They are between one and four stories in height with
flanking dnveways and/or street/alley access. Dependlng upon their function, roof shapes were either flat, low-
rise gable end or false front. The agricultural processing bulldmg type often includes 1rregular fenestratlon
transport bays, and front office space. The associated processing machinery drives the building form, The
warehouse buﬂdlng type often includes multiple bays and an open floor plan for easy access to stored goods, and
it lacks front office space.  Stylistic concerns were secondary for each of these building types, often resultlng m a
false front treatment restralned bnck patternwork; or no decoranve embelhshment at all.

The mdustnal commercral buildings in the Dlstnct reﬂect the same trend in generlc desxgn outside the “high
styles” datmg from the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. While several of these bulldlngs include
design elements that could be considered Commercial Style, the absence of storefront display windows
distinguishes them as 1ndustr1a1 rather than retail in function. The 1903 Foster Lumber Company buildings
represent the false front treatment applied to a funcnonally driven bu11d1ng desrgn (Building #27, 29, Photograph
#17-20).

The demand for: cheap materials and swift constructlon techmques leading up to and through World War II led to
numerous innovations. 'Materials such as aluminum and concrete saw increased use and w1despread acceptance.
- By 1930, concrete block had been improved with a standard size and light-weight aggregate.”” It became the

~*! Rifkind, 194. ‘
2 Richard Bergmann “Blocks Like Rocks > Butldmg Renovation, Sprmg 1995, 49.
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qulck cheap, and easy substrtute for traditional building ; methods Rural communltles like Glasco took advantage
of these developments especrally with functional and 1ndustr1al bulldlngs (Burldmg #23, Photograph # 13-16).

HISTORIC ALTERATIONS

Prosperous times during the first decades of the twentleth century spurred enhancements to existing nineteenth
century facades and. storefronts in an effort to modernize commercial space. Popular alterations to commercial
buildings included new facade treatments, such as the apphcatlon of stucco, which achieved a much-desired
smooth and modern appearance New brick facing with decorative corbel courses was also a widespread early
twentieth century alteration.” In downtown Glasco, Bulldlngs #10, 11, and 13 represent these typrcal 1920s
changes (Photograph 1, 7 8). ,

The prOSperlty enjoyed by Kansans in the 1920s brought a general acceptance of desrgns inspired by the Modern
~ Movement, which embraced artistic expression that complemented the modern machine age. The style originated
in Europe and gamed popularity in America in the late 1920s, becommg the first widely popular style in nearly
~ three decades. that departed from the traditional revival styles. As the sobering realities of the Great Depression
set in, deS1gns 1nsp1red by the austere Modern Movement began to appear in public architecture: As 1nterpreted in
America, the Moderne style of the 1930s featured cubic and cyhndrlcal forms with a horizontal emphams smooth
surfaces, curvmg shapes and a minimum of ornamentation. Cast concrete, buff-colored brick, glass and’ steel
replaced dark red bnck and stone. Art Deco brought structural glass and marble as well as bronze and terracotta
into common usage 1n commercral and institutional bu1ld1ngs ‘The 1933 drugstore building in' downtown Glasco
(Building #5, Photograph #4, 5) reflects vemacular Moderne styhng through the use of both strong vertical
elements and bilff-colored bnck :

In rural Kansas communmes like Glasco, the influence of Modern Movement styling is also reﬂected in common
storefront alterations. ‘Typical enhancements included the installation of aluminum-framed display windows,
structural glass or tlle bulkhead cladding, and the application of stucco to achieve a smooth, modern appearance
(Bulldlng #1 ll 12, 13 Photograph #8,9)

STATEMENTt OF SIGN IFICANCE :

The surviving | historic bulldlngs in the Glasco Downtown Historic District reflect a contmuum of commercial
enterprlses and the correspondlng evolution of commercial archrtecture in Glasco from the late-nineteenth century
through the rmd-twentreth century. They are significant as a surviving group of buildings and structures that
represent Glasco s commercial and architectural history. As the largest concentration of extant buildings that
retain their hrstorlc archrtectural integrity and associations with the c1tys commercial past, they form a d1st1nct
 district with a visible sense of time and place.

Late nineteenth century commermal enterprises in downtown Glasco represented by these buildings include: dry
goods and clothing stores; shoe shops; hardware, grocery and produce dealers; druggists; restaurants and saloons;
hotels; barber shops; undertakers and furniture dealers; organizational meeting rooms and harness shops — goods
and services necessary to the daily life of a growing Kansas community. Luxury items became available in Glasco
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as busmesses expanded to include ﬂonsts confectloner shops, mlllenarres jewelers, photographers and book and
 stationary stores. Wrth the progression « of the twentieth century, many of these enterprises continued to be part of
the city’s economy Later the dimestore replaced the local mercantile or dry goods store. Automobile service -
stations replaced harness shops and livery stables, and the movie theater replaced the opera house. Throughout the
late nineteenth’ and early to mid-twentieth centuries, the second floor spaces of the two-part commerc1a1 blocks,‘
' ‘housed professronal offices for doctors dentlsts lawyers and real estate agents, and fratemal orgamzatlons

Late mneteenth century examples of commermal arch1tecture in downtown Glasco mclude the 1880 Biggs
E Burldmg, the ﬁrst permanent structure built on Main Street and four Late Victorian Italranate style two-part
- commercial blocks with d13t1nct1ve tooled limestone detallmg Commercial Style buildings constructed during

~ the carly twentieth entury comprise the remarnder of the retail district along Main Street. Asa grouping, these

1t in Glasco. Included in this collection are
ar alterations made to commerclal bu1ldmgs through.f the World War Mera. as part of the general
nercial desrgn '

|  building reﬂect the ontinuum of commercial archltectural developm
“examples of popu
o evolut1on of con

‘The extant l1g t
'They each exthi
B technology and 1
addltlon their size
to the retaﬂ distric

strial burldmgs represent the same evolutlon through the early to nnd-twentleth century.
fferent’ characteristics based on functlon, competitive location, contemporary construcnon
rals, reﬂectmg their functlonal de31gn with little, if any, decorative embellishment. In
ale and massmg visually lmk them retammg the feehngs and assocratlons that connect them ‘

‘The ‘bu'ildjngs Glasco Downtown Hlstonc DlS trlct are s1gn1ﬁcant as a group of bulldmgs that represent a
S ectlon “of the retail and light industrial corrmercxal property types hrstoncally found in small, rural
nnities out the Midwest. Of the 29 burldmgs and structures that comprise the Glasco Downtown
} nnercral blocks with varying degrees of architectural
hile snmlar in- design, had llght-mdusmal/conmnercial
ncludmg agncultural processrng and warehousmg The commonahty of f(rm and

& H1stonc Dlstrujy
‘styhng and orname
rmxed-use 1un‘;'
commerc1al fun
becarne establ
remamed domi r another hundred years As a result the s1ze and extent of Glasco s extant commercral
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HISTORIC PHOTO DOCUMENTATION

- B: Main Street, 1911 fire ruins, looking south from Buffalo Street
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D: Main Street, é.1912, looking southeast
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Main Street, 1951 ﬂodd,”lboking west
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* HISTORIC PHOTO DOCUMENTATION MAP
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Descrlptlon. : oo ‘
The boundary of Glasco Downtown Hlstonc DlStl’lCt is shown as the dotted line on the attached boundary map

Boundary Justlﬁcatlon : :

The Glasco Downtown Historic District includes the 01ty lots of those propertles that represent the remaining
significant concentration of commercial and industrial bulldmgs in Glasco that retain their historic architectural
fmtegrlty Beyond the district boundaries to the north; south and west are res1dent1a1 neighborhoods. The
surviving historic commercial buildings to the east have lost thelr arch1tectural integrity and are no 10nger ehglble
for hstlng on the Nat10na1 Reglster :
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PHOTO LOG
Photographer: Kerry Davis, Kansas City, Missouri
Date of Photographs: “October 2001 '
Location of Original Negatlve Clty of Glasco Cloud County, Kansas
‘Photograph Camera View . Street Address / Intersectlon
Number ‘
1. West 5 Bulldmgs 1-4 (L) and 9-22 (R)
2. Southwest Buildings 1-5
3. East Buildings 1-4 (R) and 9 16 (L)
4. Southeast Buildings 2-5
5. South | Building 5
6. Southeast Buildings 1-8, including pocket park and vacant lot
7. Northwest Buildings 9-22 ,
8. Northeast ‘Buildings 9-15
9. _ | North | Buildings 11, 12
10. .| North | Buildings 15-18
11. ' - | North Building 18, 19
12. .| Northeast: - | Buildings 9-22 ' ‘
13. Northeast Buildings 21, 22; Structure 23 and Buildings 24, 25 in background
14. Northeast Structure 23 and Buildings 24, 25
15. .| Southeast Structure 23 and Buildings 24,25
16. | Southwest Buildings 26 (L), 25 (R), and 23 background
17. | Southwest . - | Buildings 27, 28, 29 and 1, 9 in background
18. Northwest Building 27 :
19. Southwest Building 28
20. Southwest . | Building 29 and truck scale o
21. I | West - ‘| Alley between Main and Buffalo streets; Bulldmg 29 (R)
22. South | Brick sidewalk along Fisher Street; Building 9
23. Northwest Buildings 9, 10 (L) and 27,29 (R)
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PROPERTY OWNERS
PROPERTY # | LOT AND BLOCK NUMBER ! _ { OWNER(S) 3 MAILING ADDRESS
1. E 44’ of Lot 1, Block 10 ‘ Glasco Community Foundation | P.O. Box 572, Glasco, KS
' ‘ 67445
2. W22’ of Lot 1 & E 16” of Lot 2, Glasco Community Foundation P.0. Box 572, Glasco KS
. Block 10 67445
3. Center 26’ of Lot 2, Block 10 Berndt, Brian L. 304 E. Eim, Glasco‘, KS
i 67445
4. k W 23.25 of Lot 2, Block 10 Martin, Dennis L. 307 N. Railroad, Glasco, KS
‘ ‘ ‘ 67445
5. E 32’ of Lot 3, Block 10 Wyatt, Judy A. 107 S. West, Glasco KS
' o ' 67445 -
6. E 46’ of Lot 4, Block 10 Glasco Senior Citizens Senior Centcr, Main St.,
: ‘ . Glasco, KS 67445 .
7. : Center 40° of Lot 5, Block 10 Miller, Gerald G. and Sandra . 310 W. Main, Glasco KS
’ 67445 ’
8. : W 22’ and tract W of Lot 5, Block 10 | Wampler, Donald D. 1727 Fir Street, Pampa X
' 79065
9. E 25.25” of Lot 10, Block 9 Embree, Dana 202 E. Z“d St., Glasco KS
: ' 67445 =~ =
10. Center 22° of Lot 10, Block 9 " | Embree, Dana 202 E. 2™ St., Glasco, KS
' , v 67445
1 1L W18 of Lot 10 & E 5.5” of Lot 9, Cramer, Ruth 518 Sunset Ave., Manhattan,
Block 9 v KS 67445 N
12. 23.5° Wof E5.5° of Lot 9,Block 9 | Cramer, Ruth ’ 518 Sunset Ave., Manhattan
| KS 67445
13. 26° E of W 9.75’ of Lot 9, Block 9 Glasco Historical Society Main Street, Glasco, 67445
14. W 9.75° of Lot 9 &E 5° of Lot 8, Lyle Davidson P.O. Box 516, Glasco, KS
Block 9 67445
15. 14. 5 W of E 5’ of Lot 8, Block 9 Ernsbarger, Charles and Heartland Computers,
Rebecca ‘ Glasco KS 67445
16. 22.5’ E of W 24 of Lot 8, Block 9 Halﬂnﬁe, Randy 107 W. 1* St., Glasco, KS
| , 67445
17. ' W 24’ of Lot 8, Block 9 Nauman, Kelly , Kelly’s Kafe, Main:St.,
- , __| Glasco, KS 67445
18. E 46.25° of Lot 7, Block 9 ’ Gates, Lorn 109 Custer, Delphos, KS
19. W 19.75" of Lot 7 & E 26.5’ of Lot 6, | Gates, Lorn o 109 Custer, Delphos, KS
Block 9 , o 1 '
20. 20° W of E 26.5° of Lot 6, Block 9 Williamson, Mary-""~ P.0. Box 186, Delphos, KS
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21. W19.5° of Lot 6 &E 6.5’ of Tract W - Cool Kelly L and Laune A. RR 1, Glasco; KS 67445
of Lot6, Block9 ¥ ‘
22. "W 26.6” of Tract W of Lot 6, Block 9 " ',‘He1drlck John W. and Sherry | 1811 Lyman, Apt. 8,
RS , | L . : Hutchinson, KS 67501
23. W39.5" of $ 45.5’ of Lot 5 & S 45.5" }sch:jandt, Steve P.O. Box 546, Glasco, KS.
of Tract W of Lot 5, Block 9 St 67445
24. W 16’ of Lot 4 & E 26.5° of Lot 5& | Cool, Kelly L and Laurie A. | RR 1, Glasco, KS 67445
25. N70°0f W39.5’ of Lot 5&N70°of | . ‘ ~ '
T‘ract W of Lot 5, Block 9 SR .
26. E‘jSO’ of Lot 4, Block 9 ’ Dw3 rer, James D.
27. Lots 1, 2, 3, Block 9 Brll]hart, Max and Donna : 303 N. Railroad, Glasco, KS
28. ; : i ’ 67445




