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[X] Original Site

The ruins of the ore stack of the Clarksville Iron Furnace are 
within ̂i very shprt distance of the Unicoi and Washington county 
lines. Mt is^an important industrial site dating from 1833. Built 
of native s^ne;, othe ore stack remains about two stories high.v 
It is located off a narrow, dirt country road in an overgrown"area 
Recently, the state placed an historical marker on the nearest 
main rpad which, is actually some distance from the site.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Iron furnaces were in abundance in Tennessee during the nineteenth 
century, as indicated by such documents as the census records. 
Unfortunately, little research has been done on this important in­ 
dustry and there are few physical evidences of it left in the state. 
The following hist0ricalrdescription of the Clarksville Iron Furnace 
was researched and ivritteV by Washington County historian, Paul M. 
Fink, one of the few individuals to pursue data on early iron 
furnaces in Tennessee.

"Elijah Embree, associated with his brother Elihu and others at 
various timesJsJiad been in the business of producing iron from 
Bumpass Cove \(also on the Unicoi/Washington county line) since about 
1815. During at least part of this time, the tiny business was 
called the Thomasville Iron Works and developed a plant for the manu­ 
facture of nails as well as pig and wrought

-To enlarge the operations, in 1833, Embree, Montgomery Stuart, and 
Edward West, Jr., formed a firm under the name of Edward West & Co. 
to make pig iron and castings. .. .The stack was built in the spring 
of 1833, at a cost of $829.4-3, but when completed was found to be 
standing on public land. An entry of U-00 acres was then made in the 
names of West, Embree, and Stuart, this to include the furnace stack, 
Other necessary improvements such as bellows house, pot house, bridge 
and coal houses were then built, as well as dwellings for the men 
working at the plant. The plant was to be known as Clarksville Iron 
Furnace .

The ore was mined near the head of Bumpass Cove, some 2% miles from 
the furnace. A road was built, and by one account the ore was 
hauled along it by wagons. Another story is that the ore was packed 
on the backs of horses and mules to the top of the ridge, then 
dunped down the side of the mountain, there to be picked up and 
hauled the rest of the way.

The furnace went into blast either late in 1833 or early in 183M-. 
Part of the product was sold locally as castings;, some went to 
Embree to be manufactured into wrought iron or nails; and part was 
shipped down the river oh flatboats, even as far as northern Alabama,



Fink, Paul. "Clarksville Iron Furnace," in Wonders of the Unakas, 
Unicoi County, by Pat Alderman. Erwin, Tennessee: Pat Alderman, 
196M-.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (cont.)

The operation was fairly successful at first, but the operators could 
not work in harmony, and in 1837 West sold his one-third interest to 
the others. Further litigation concerning the operation of the furnace 
took place in 18M-1.

The Clarksville Furnace went out of blast permanently in 18M4. Like 
other furnaces of the day, the great bellows for the air-blast was 
driven by a waterwheel, the mill race for which ran along the side of 
the mountain. This race is supposed to have given in, letting a flood 
of water descend on the furnace, Quenching the fire and chilling the 
charge in process of being smelted. Xln order to resume production it 
would have been necessary to have torn down and rebuilt the stack, so 
the operation was abandoned."
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