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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL fff known.) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A fenced enclosure of some 150 r x 200 f , containing a shapeless 
mound of earth and a few trees. Visible improvements, a brick wall 
curb. Under the mound are brick floors and hearths, and the lower 
courses of adobe walls. In front is a large bronze California 
Historical Landmark marker. The adobe is accessible by two-lane 
paved county road from Cottonwood or Anderson on Interstate 5«

The condition of the adobe at the present time lends itself 
primarily to a task of historic archeology to aid in any recon­ 
struction of the building. The modern methods of this discipline 
can reveal details of construction that have been obscured by the 
melting of the adobe bricks.
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Pierson Barton Reading, one of California's "superpioneers" 
(Chiles-Walker party, 1843) received in 1844 from the Mexican 
government the Rancho Buenaventura, and in 1847 built as its 
headquarters the adobe whose' remains have been marked as noted 
above. Major Reading was adjutant of the California Battalion 
in 1846, the only white inhabitant of Shasta County prior to 
the Gold Rush, the father of diversified agriculture in this 
area, the first discoverer of gold in Shasta and Trinity Counties 
in 1848 and an almost successful candidate for Governor in 
He lived at the adobe, or in a larger mansion attached to it, 
until his death in 1868. He is buried nearby.

The adobe was the legal seat of Shasta County from February 
1850 to February 1851. In 18^1 it was the site of a treaty 
between local Indians and U. S. Indian Agent Dr. Wozencraft, 
one of the notorious "18 Treaties".

Indications at the site suggest that a majority of the 
structural information of the building is intact and much of 
the actual foundations, floors, and subsurface data are still 
obtainable.
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