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The James Stinson/W.J. Flake house is a single story structure of adobe construction. 
Its overall shape is rectangular and measures 58 feet wide by 33 feet deep. Situ­ 
ated on a large lot on the northwest corner of Freeman Avenue and Stinson Street, 
the house faces east with its longitudinal (north-south) axis slightly askew from 
the street.

The major elements of the plan are two equal sized rectangular wings at the north 
and south ends of the house. They were originally constructed as two independent 
buildings separated by an open breezeway, a construction method also known as a dog 
trot house. The buildings have been joined by a central room which encloses the west 
half of the original breezeway.

Each wing is surmounted by an independently constructed gable roof, and the central 
room is covered with an intersecting pitched roof. The eaves have boxed cornices 
and returns with a plain board frieze and, at the south wing, are detailed with 
wood brackets. All roof planes are covered with shingles and a single central 
chimney straddles the roof ridge of the south wing.

The remaining portion of the original breezeway on the east side has been enclosed 
with a contemporary glazed wall containing a central doorway. This enclosure is 
covered with a shed roof which projects from below the eave of the main roof. A 
small shed roof porch and enclosed addition occurs at the northwest corner of the 
house.

A single, two-over-two double hung sash window exists at each gable wall. The 
north and south walls of the house each contain two independently situated double 
hung sash windows. All windows were originally six-over-six light sash.

The two wings were originally covered with a flat earth roof supported by exposed 
vigas. The roof was left in place when the gable roofs were added circa 1900. 
The original exposed adobe walls were covered with weatherboard siding about 1900 
which has since been replaced by the existing plaster finish.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The James Stinson/W.J. Flake house is significant for its historic association with 
James Stinson and W.J. Flake, and as the oldest building in Snowflake.

Construction on the house was begun by Stinson in 1878 as the second adobe structure 
on his ranch. Stinson was the first permanent settler of the Silver Creek Valley, 
arriving in 1873. He was a cattle rancher who had the contract to supply livestock 
to the army at Camp Apache.

Improvements that Stinson made on his ranch included an irrigation ditch from Silver 
Creek (enough to irrigate about 300 acres of land), a long, five room adobe row house 
and a small corral (both demolished). By 1878 Stinson had begun construction of a two 
room adobe house covered with a flat, earth roof.

In July of 1878, William J. Flake, leader of the first group of Mormon immigrants to 
enter the Silver Creek Valley, negotiated the purchase of the ranch and its improve­ 
ments from Stinson. The price was $11,000, to be paid for with Utah grade cattle.

That same year, upon the advice of Mormon Apostle Erastus Snow, W.J. Flake and the 
other members of his party laid out a townsite on the Stinson property. It consisted 
of 20 blocks divided into four lots each. The new settlement was named Snowflake, 
after Erastus Snow and W.J. Flake.

Flake bought the two room adobe house that Stinson built and promptly replaced the 
flat roof with a gabled roof. Lumber was obtained from Lott Smith and the sawmill 
near the Mormon colony of Sunset. He built a second two room adobe building about 
1880 adjacent to the first building. The north building had a flat roof until about 
1900, when James M. Flake, a son of William J. Flake, had both buildings enclosed 
under one roof with four small rooms built between the two adobe structures. At the 
time this addition was made, the exterior walls were clad in weatherboard.

During the early years of the settlement the house was used as a meeting place, post 
office, school, and first county courtroom. For many years, students attending the 
Snowflake Stake Academy were housed in this building.

The house is noteworthy for its method of construction and for its historic evolution. 
Although perhaps not conceived as a dog trot house when Stinson built the first adobe, 
the construction of the second adobe by Flake gave it that form. The breezeway created 
between the two structures was at one time covered with a bowery of poles and cut
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branches. The eventual enclosure of the breezeway and other subsequent alterations 
do not destroy the*, integrity of the overall form. Rather, they are evidences of 
the buildings evolution through time and lend to its interpretive value. The house 
is also locally significant for its historic association with the settlement of the 
Silver Creek Valley and the early development of the town of Snowflake.
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