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1. Name of Property 
historic name St. Augustine Chapel and Cenetery 
other names/site number 

2. Location 
^//yiot for publication  
tj/i\vicinity 

street & number Dorchester Street between West 6th & Tudor Streets 
city, town South Boston 
state Massachusetts code 025 county S u f f o l k code 025 zip code 02127 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
Fx] private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
I 3(buildinq(s) 
I I district 
• ( S i t e 
I I structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

1 
1 

Noncontributing 
buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

0 Total 
Name of related multiple property listing: 

N/A 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

4. State/Federai Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the properwL_^meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official 0 Dale' 

Ma?" r.hjsetts Historical Commission, State Historic Presprvatinn Offirer 
'9-

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. Nationai Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

0 entered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet. 

undetermined eligible for the National 
Register. Q See continuation sheet. 

1 I determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register, 
[ m other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Re l i a i on - rp l im'n i i<; c t ^ u r f u ^ o Religion - re l ig ious structurp 

Funerary - cemotory Funerary - cemeterv 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Gothic Revival 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

None v i s i b le foundation 
walls Brick 

roof _ 
other 

Asphalt shingles 

The i n t e r i o r continues the 
plan of the pr inc ipa l space is 
nave and three sides of the transept 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The St. Augustine Chapel is a red b r i c k , gable-roofed church with project ing 
transepts on e i ther s ide , an e l l i p t i c a l apse and shed-roofed sacr is t ies at the 
southeast end, and a two-story narthex with a one-story br ick shed at the 
northwest end. The pr inc ipa l northeast and southwest elevations are each 
dominated by f i v e t a l l , lancet-arched windows, three in the nave port ion and 
two in the transept. The nine windows and three doors in the narthex and 
sacr is t ies are f l a t -a rched . Exterior wal ls are without ornament except for 
four white marble tombstones infiedded in the sacr is ty wa l ls . Roof areas are 
covered with dark gray asphalt shingles, 
s i m p l i c i t y of arch i tectura l d e t a i l . The 
essent ia l ly cruc i form. The wal ls of the ..... . . 
are exposed common br ick . The e l l i p t i c a l chancel and i t s adjacent walls are 
painted p las te r , as is the el 1 ipt ica l -arched c e i l i n g . The second f loo r of the 
narthex extends as a balcony into the nave. The f l oo r in the nave and the 
transept is red br ick implanted, in par t , with twenty-three large, marble 
memorial tab le ts . The bu i ld ing maintains i t s i n t e g r i t y of loca t ion , design, 
s e t t i n g , mate r ia l , workmanship, f e e l i n g , and assoc iat ion, with the exception 
of having had i t s roof s la te replaced wi th asphalt , and plaster and lath 
removed from several of i t s i n te r i o r wall surfaces. 

The St. Augustine Cemetery, in which the Chapel stands, is an elongated 
rectangle with a diagonal end to the southeast. I t is bounded on three sides 
by a stone w a l l , interrupted by wrought-iron entrances at the southeast and 
northwest ends. Gravestones are set in ranges running across the rectangle. 
Shapes, s izes, kinds of stone, i nsc r ip t i ons , and designs vary, with one-sided, 
f l a t , white marble slabs predominating. The ground is grass-covered and a 
nunber of deciduous and evergreen trees are scattered around the s i t e . The 
Cemetery maintains i t s i n t e g r i t y of l oca t ion , design, s e t t i n g , mater ia ls , 
workmanship, f e e l i n g , and associat ion. 

The Chapel remains in i t s o r ig ina l l oca t ion , set at a s l i g h t diagonal to the 
length of the s i t e wi th i t s southeast or apse elevation para l le l to Dorchester 
Street . I t stands on that port ion of the Cemetery nearest to Dorchester 
Street , representing the f i r s t two parcels purchased on Decenter 11, 1818, and 
March 3 1 , 1819. Overa l l , the s t ructure measures 77' 6" in length (exclusive 
of a small brick shed), 35' 2" in width at the t ransept, and 20" 6' in height 
from average grade to r idge. Outside dimensions of the narthex are: 10' 6" by 18' 8" ; 
nave, 34" by 19' 1 1 " ; t ransept, 22' by 35' 2 " ; sacr is ty , 11 ' by 34' 6" . 

In terms of massing, the Chapel is composed of four pr incipal elements: a two-story 
narthex, a nave and t ransept, an e l l i p t i c a l 
enfolding the apse 

apse, and a rectangular sacr is ty complex 
A subsidiary element in the form of a smal l , gable-roofed 

continued 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally [ 3 statewide S locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria O A O B [ X J C I | D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q A I | B I | c H X I D I | E I | F I | G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Sig^ipgntj^g^tgs 

1818- ca. 1885 1_ 
Reliaion 1831-1853 Architecture 1858 
Social History 1894 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
i^atignon, Francis Anthony Unknown 
Cheverus, John Lefebvre de : 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The St. Augustine Chapel (1819) and St. Augustine Cemetery (1818), South 
Boston, possess i n t e g r i t y of l oca t i on , design, s e t t i n g , mater ia ls , 
workmanship, f e e l i n g , and association and meet National Register Cr i te r ia A 
and C. The St. Augustine Chapel is the oldest surviving Catholic Church in 
Massachusetts and the St. Augustine Cemetery is the f i r s t Catholic Burying 
Ground in Boston. The las t bur ia l took place during the mid-1880s. Both 
cu l tu ra l resources are st rongly associated with the founding and growth of the 
Catholic Church in New England and neither have had a l terat ions or addit ions 
that adversely a f fec t t he i r association with h i s to r i ca l events, s i gn i f i can t 
persons, or arch i tec tura l value. The Chapel and the Cemetery each are the 
product of an extraordinary p r i e s t , the Rt. Rev. John Louis Ann Magdalen 
Lefebvre de Cheverus (1768-1836), the f i r s t Catholic Bishop of Massachusetts. 
Bishop Cheverus established the St. Augustine Cemetery in 1818 for the 
interment of h is beloved f r i end and f a i t h f u l helpmate in the organization of 
the Catholic Church in New England, the insp i ra t iona l Rev. Dr. Francis Anthony 
Matignon (1753-1818). Less than a year, la te r Bishop Cheverus b u i l t the St. 
Augustine Chapel as a mortuary chapel to honor Father Matignon, s i t i n g i t so 
that the grave was jus t opposite the Chapel door. When Bishop Benedict J . 
Fenwick, who succeeded Bishop Cheverus as the Second Bishop of Boston in 1825, 
enlarged the church in 1831, he moved the gravestone of Father Matignon to the 
episcopal side ( r i gh t ) of the present a l t a r and indicated the locat ion of his 
grave as sixteen feet in f ron t of the a l t a r . The small brick St. Augustine 
Chapel, dedicated in 1819, also meets Cr i te r ia Exception A as a re l ig ious 
property that derives i t s primary s igni f icance from a regional h i s t o r i c a l 
importance in the development of the Catholic Church in New England. The 
Chapel is also d i s t i nc t i ve a rch i t ec tu ra l l y as a representat ive bu i ld ing type 
and is the oldest surv iv ing s t ructure of the Gothic Revival s t y le in 
Massachusetts, the f i r s t example being the Federal Street Church (Charles 
Bul f inch, 1809, demolished ), in addit ion to being a very ear ly example of the 
Gothic Revival s ty le in New England. F ina l l y , the St. Augustine Cemetery 
meets Cr i te r ia Exception D as i t s primary signi f icance is derived from i t s 
association with Dr. Francis Anthony Matignon whom Bishop Cheverus considered 
the real founder of the Catholic Church in Boston. Bo1j5I|fe^e Chc>pe.l and the 
Cemetery have an important place in the social h is to ry of Boston as th is was 
the f i r s t time Boston Cathol ics, and I r ish Catholics in pa r t i cu la r , had a 
central place to hold funerals and bury the i r dead. 

continued 



9. Major Bibl iograpt i lcal References 

Books 

Allen, Chamberlain 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co" 

Beacon Hill Its Ancient Pastures and Early Mansions. 
, 1925, pp. 58-61, 35-95, 210. 

The Boston Almanac for the Year 1843. Vol. 1, Mo. 8. Boston: Thomas Groom & Co 
1843, pp. 112-113. 
Byre, Wi l l iam. History of the Catholic Church in the i\lew England States 
Boston: The Hurd & Everts Co., 1899, pp. 48, 61, 90, 138. 
Federal Writers' Project of the Work Progress Administration for the State of 
Maine. Maine: A Guide 'Down East'. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1937, p. 220. 
Gillespie, C. Bancroft. History of South Boston. South Boston: Inguierer Pub 
Co., 1900, pp. 74-76. ^ 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
fxlrecorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 2 -26 Index no : M^̂ sc; 1.? - Rr><:tnn 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data:  
I I State historic preservation office  
I I Other State agency  
I I Federal agency  
[x~| Local government  
I I University  
[X] Other  
Specify repository:  

St. Augustine Rectory 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property 
QUAD: Sou th Bos Io rT 

UTM References 
A L i i U I 3 l 3 i l l l i 0 i 

Zone Easting 

c L ^ I I I I I I 

less then one acre 
SCALE 1:25000 

J i a Ui i f i lHini f i ln 
Northing Zone Easting 

J L 

Northing 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

St. Augustine Cemetery occupies an entire city block in South Boston. I t is bounded 
on the southeast by Dorchester Street, 120'; on the northeast by W. Sixth Street, 395' 
on the northwest by F Street, 115'; on the southwest by Tudor Street, 359' 
boundary being the outside edge of a stone wall on Dorchester, 
and a chain-link fence on Tudor Street. 

Sixth and F 

I I See continuation sheet 

the 
Streets. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary includes the ent i re c i t y l o t that has h i s t o r i c a l l y been associated with 
the St. Augustine Chapel and Cemetery. The stone w a l l , in tegral to the s i t e , 
provides a clear visual l i m i t to the property. I t s outer edge and the fence also 
represent the legal boundary of the s i te as established in Suffolk Deeds 261:53. 
262:58, 276:80, 459:239 (2 ) . 476:270. • See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title I'lmxie J . Fannin/Lesli6 Larson (Fannin/i Phnor" 
organization Mass. H i s t o r i c a l Cf^nimi<:sion 
street & number. 
city or town 

80 Boylston StrPPt 
Bos ton 

date 
telephone 
state 

ay 1. 1987 
617 727-84 70 

Mass. , zip code n?11 
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Section number Page—= St. Augustine's Church, Boston, Massachusetts 

3. Category of Property 

The nomination consisting of the St. Augustine Church and Cemetery is 
considered an district, not an individual property nomination. 

Section 8, Significance 

St. Augustine Chapel and Cemetery, South Boston meets National Register 
Criteria A, B and C. . 

Under criterion B, the Chapel and Cemetery are associated with the 
extraordinary priest, the Right Reverend John Louis Ann Magdalen Lefebvre 
de Cheverus, the first Catholic Bishop of Massachusetts as well as with 
the Reverend Dr. Francis A, who contributed to the establishment of the 
Catholic Church in New England (see text of nomination. Section 8, page 1) 
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brick shed with two doors i s attached to the northwest elevation of the narthex, 
providing access to a small cel l a r . 

Walls are constructed of red, water-struck brick, l a i d i n com&on bond with flush 
mortar j o i n t s . No foundation is v i s i b l e , inside or out. Of three brick chimneys 
serving i n t e r i o r fireplaces, one is flush with the northwest narthex wall and the 
other two flank the apse. 

The roof is gabled, pitched at 49 degrees over the nave and crossing, and at 18 
degrees over the transept arms. A separate gable of about 45 degrees pitch i s 
located over the narthex with the ridge about 4' 6" lower than that of the nave. 
The apse roof i s el l i p s o i d a l and a shed roof covers the sacristies. The surface 
material i s dark gray asphalt shingles, having replaxjed the original dark gray 
slate. 

Establishing the Gothic Revival style of the building are ten t a l l , lancet-arched 
windows, five on eaxsh of the northeast and southwest elevations, with 24 over 24 
sash. An additional 21 l i g h t s are formed by the intersected tracery of mullions 
within the lancet arch of each window. The twelve-foot-high by four-foot-wide 
windows represent the Chapel's primary design element. S i l l s are of painted stone, 
and single, flush ,rowlock coiirses of brick edge each of the lancet arches. 

Nine smaller, six over six, flat-arched windows are distributed as follows: seven 
on the narthex (one each NE and S¥ on level one, two each NE and NW and one SW on 
level two) and one on each of the northeast and southwest sacristy elevations. 
There are three entrance doors, one centered in the southeast sacristy wall and 
the other two on northeast and southwest narthex elevations. A l l window sash ajid 
frames, as well as doors and frames, are of painted wood. There i s a single, 
wood-framed, Gothic-arched, louvered opening i n the gable over the apse. The gable 
is surfaced with asphalt simulated brick. 

Pour white marble tombstones are imbedded i n the sacristy walls, three on the 
southeast ajid one on the southwest elevations. 

The principal i n t e r i o r space i s roughly cruciform i n plan, with a 34 foot nave, a 
proportionally large transept, and a shallow, e l l i p t i c a l chancel. Ancillary 
spaces include a two-level narthex at one end and twin sacristies plus an entry 
h a l l at the other. The second-level choir l o f t over the narthex extends about 
fi v e feet into the nave, terminating with a wood-pemelled parapet and low 
balustrade. 

Wall surfaces i n the nave, as well as three walls of the transept, are exposed 
common brick, resulting from removal of horizontal-board wainscotting, lath and 
plaster, and window casings during the 1970s. The chancel end of the transept 
and the chancel i t s e l f are of painted plaster. The elliptical-arched c e i l i n g 

continued 
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rionning through nave euid transept to the chancel is also of painted plaster, as are 
the f l a t , pitched portions of the trsmsept axms. Colors are off-white with gray 
trim. 

The t a l l , lancet-arched windows with t h e i r mullioned tracery dominate the i n t e r i o r 
as they do the exterior. Similarly arched transoms over panelled wood sacristy 
doors on either side of the chajicel reinforce t h i s theme. The chancel i t s e l f 
extends into the crossing by way of a platform and balustered wood altar r a i l . 
The painted wood, swell-fronted altar stands up three steps against the rear 
chancel wall. Atop the al t a r and against a plain ,rectangular reredos is a 
pedimented tabernacle flanked by gradins. On either side of the a l t a r , imbedded 
in the chancel wall, axe two Gothic-arched, white marble tablets, memorializing 
Father Francis Matignon (1753-1818) on the r i g h t , and Father Denis O'Callaghan 
(I84I-I913) on the l e f t . A single chandelier hangs from the center of the 
crossing and two tierods were installed i n the nave during the 1970s. 

While the floor i n the nave and transept i s red brick l a i d f l a t , a substantial 
portion i s given over to a series of 23 large, rectangular, white marble memorial 
tablets, of which 20 are closely spaced i n two rows i n the transept, with the 
remaining three i n the nave. These cover the tombs of selected diocesan priests 
who died beginning i n 1872. 

A series of French lithographs i n wood frames,hanging on the nave and transept 
walls and serving as stations of the cross, are thought to be part of the original 
Chapel ensemble. Two rows of open-backed wood pews of f a i r l y recent vintage f i l l 
the nave. 

Walls and ceilings i n both levels of the narthex are painted plaster and the 
floors are wood. Notable features include a fireplace with a panelled wood 
mantel and a staircase with a turned wood newel post £uid balusters on level one, 
and two rows of solid-backed wood pews, probably dating from the l830s, in the 
choir l o f t . An elliptical-arched opening connects the narthex with the balcony. 

The two ir r e g u l a r l y shaped sacristies have painted plaster surfaces, wood flo o r s , 
and fireplaces with plain,wood mantels. Behind a door i n the northeast sacristy 
i s emother white marble tablet, largely plastered over. 

The Chapel's condition is f a i r to good, with the primary problems being a 
condition of r i s i n g dampness on the i n t e r i o r brick wall sxirfaces and the need for 
temporary reinforcement of the nave walls provided by the two tlero^Ss* 

Built as a mortuary chapel for Father Francis Anthony Matignon, the original 
portion of the building, which now constitutes the nave, was dedicated on July 4, 
1819. I t was sited a few yards northwest of Father Matignon's grave (to which his 
body was transferred i n December of I8I8 from the Granary Burying Ground) on the 

continued 
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two Cemetery lot s nearest to Dorchester Street,which were purchased on December 11, 
1818,and March 31» I8I9. In 1831> the rectangular Chapel was substantially 
enlarged by the addition of a narthex to the northwest and a transept, apse ,and 
sacristies to the southeast, covering Father Matignon's tomb in the process. 

The St. Augustine Chapel i s the oldest extant Gothic Revival Roman Catholic Church 
in New Englamd (the I8O8 chapel i n Damariscotta M i l l s , Maine, i s roimd-arched) and 
one of a very few extant,early 19th century Gothic Revival churches of amy 
denomination. What sets St. Augustine apart from two of i t s s l i g h t l y earlier 
contemporaries, St. John's Ch\arch of I8IO in Providence and T r i n i t y Chiarch of 
1814-17 in New Haven, i s i t s vernacular simplicity and i t s execution in brick. 
Both the Providence and New Haven churches are high style, stone chiirches with 
Gothic elements set i n classical formats. 

In contrast to i t s original pastoral setting, the St. Augustine Cemetery i s today 
surrounded by a d i s t i n c t l y \irban neighborhood. Bounded on a l l four sides by c i t y 
streets, i t s principal entrance opens to the southeast on Dorchester Street, a 
six-lane, divided thoroughfare lined with abutting and closely spaced two- eind 
three-story frame houses and three-deckers. West Sixth Street, on the northwast, 
is populated by the one and two-story brick South Boston Boy's Club, a playground 
and three two-story frame houses. Across F Street, on the northwest, are two 
three-story frames houses plus a vacant l o t i and narrow Tudor Street, to the 
southwest, i s bordered by several one-story masonry garages and a parking l o t . 

With the exception of the 359 foot Tudor Street border, marked by a t a l l 
chainlink fence, the boundaries measuring 120 feet along Dorchester Street, 395 feet on 
West Sixth Street, and 115 feet alofiq F Street are edged by a five-foot-h1gh Roxbury 
puddingstone wall with pink granite coping topped by a 20 inch iron picke-t fence plus 
chain links and barbed wire. The wall separates i n the center along Dorchester 
and F Streets to accommodate entrances with wrought iron gates and, on Dorchester 
Street, a Gothic arch with "St. Augustine Cemetery" and a cross also rendered in 
iron. Each corner is marked by a seven-foot-high puddingstone pier, two of which 
also flank each entrance and four of which are evenly spaced along West Sixth 
Street. The St. A\igustine Cemetery Association b u i l t the wall eind pickets after 
i t s fovinding i n I892. 

The f i r s t of six parcels of land making up the present Cemetery was purchased on 
December 11, I8I8. By the end of that year three interments had taken place, 
with Father Matignon being the f i r s t , followed by Susan Alamons, a 15-day-old 
infeint, on December 23rd, and Joseph Kelly on December 31 > I8I8. The second l o t 
was added on March 31> 1819> but i t was not u n t i l November I8, l84l» that the 
block was complete. The t o t a l area i s 43)355 square feet. Just short of one acre. 

The site i s grass-covered except for a concrete path running northwest from the 
Dorchester Street gate, encircling the Chapel, and continuing as brick to the P 

continued 
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fitreet gate. The land i s s l i g h t l y irregular and f a l l s o f f about two degrees 
toward the northwest. 

There are very few crypts, other than those beneath the Chapel flo o r . One 
sizeable, sodded-over crypt is i n evidence along the West Sixth Street wall, 
immediately opposite the Chapel. I t i s approached by way of a narrow concrete 
s t a i r from the path c i r c l i n g the Chapel. I t s contents are imknown. 

The vast majority of burials are in graves, individually or clustered in family 
groups, marked by a single stone. These graves and their stones are organized in 
ranges roughly parallel with F Street. There are about 639 gravestones. 

White marble is the predominant gravestone material. Other varieties include 
granite, sandstone, slate ,and bluestone. There i s also afieldstone shrine 
abutting the Tudor Street fence. Most of the stones are one-sided, f l a t slabs, 
a l l facing southeast. A nxomber of the others are four-sided, large and small 
monuments, including obelisks. Tops are Gothic, f l a t , round, segmental, pyramidal, 
and foliated. Incised inscriptions range from "William Davidson I84O-I9IO" 
to extensive l i s t i n g s of family members, biographies,and inspirational messages. 
Designs extend from simple crosses to lambs and other figures to elaborate 
f o l i a t i o n . 

The condition of the stones varies greatly, both i n terms of surface erosion and 
intactness of structtire. Many are t i l t e d , some have broken elements>and a few 
have fal l e n . There have been several attempts to repair and realign the stones, 
including the relocation of about I70 stones i n 1944 and the repair of a nijmber 
of them i n 1975. 

Through much of i t s history the Cemetery was known for i t s majestic elms. 
Eventually succumbing to disease, the last were removed in 1975) leaving a 
scattering of 22 small-to medi\im^sized trees. Included are el^vgn deciduous trees 
and an equal number of evergreens, mostly yew and arborvitae, but including one 
f a i r l y t a l l f i r . The majority are to be fovind i n the area between the Chapel 
naxthex and the F Street wall. 
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Attracted by the St. Augustine Chapel and Cemetery as wel l as the land development 
and the presence of a glassworks o f fe r i ng employment, many Boston I r i sh and 
subsequent waves of I r ish immigrants began to s e t t l e in South Boston. The St. 
Augustine Chapel and Cemetery retains th is strong association wi th i t s locat ion and 
these ear ly inhabitants formed the nucleaus of the strong I r ish Catholic Community of 
the South Boston of today. 

The four ear l i es t Catholic churches in New England were a l l b u i l t under the devoted, 
energetic, and opt imis t ic Bishop Cheverus. The f i r s t was the Church of the Holy 
Cross on Franklin Street (Charles Bu l f inch, 1803), now demolished. The second, and 
now oldest extant Catholic Church in New England, is St. Pat r ick 's (1808), a brick 
chapel with a be l l fashioned by Paul Revere, in Damariscotta M i l l s , Maine. The 
fourth church, which s t i l l surv ives, was b u i l t jus t before Bishop Cheverus returned 
to France in 1823; i t is Old St. Mary's, also b r i c k , in Claremont, New Hampshire. 
Two fur ther ear ly churches were erected under the auspices of Bishop Benedict 
Fenwick, St. Mary's in Charlestown (1828), fol lowed by the plain brick St. Patr ick 's 
(1836) on Northampton Street in the South End, neither o f which survive. The St. 
Augustine Chapel (1818) is the second Catholic Church in Massachusetts to be b u i l t 
and the t h i r d in New England. I t now is the oldest surviving Catholic church in 
Massachusetts and the second oldest in New England. 

The major period of s igni f icance for the St. Augustine Chapel extends from 1818, the 
date i t was b u i l t , u n t i l 1874, the year the Church of St. Augustine was dedicated. 
These years span a period of major church bu i ld ing in South Boston to service the 
needs of the growing I r ish immigrant population in that section of the c i t y . The 
major period of s igni f icance for the Cemetery ranges from 1818, with the f i r s t bur ia l 
o f Father Matignon, to the 1880s, a f te r which bur ia ls were sporadic. A major 
milestone of the Chapel came when the swell ing South Boston population necessitated 
another Parish church. The St. Augustine Chapel was enlarged in 1831 and dedicated 
on October 16 of the same year. Consecrated by Bishop Fenwick in 1833, regular 
church services were held at the Chapel from 1833 to 1844. By 1840, however, i t 
became clear that the nunber of Catholic residences in the area was s t i l l increasing 
and a s t i l l larger church was necessary. The Church of SS. Peter and Paul (Gridley 
J.F. Byrant) was dedicated on July 13, 1845, and the St. Augustine Chapel was no 
longer needed for regular services. Three years l a t e r , on September 8, 1848, there 
was a severe conf lagrat ion at SS. Peter and Paul and repairs were hur r ied ly made to 
the Chapel to accommodate that congregation. From 1848 un t i l the rededication of the 
SS. Peter and Paul Church on Noventer 24, 1853, regular services were once again held 
at the Chapel. Despite the 1848 repairs and renewed use, the Chapel was described as 
" rap id ly going in decay" in 1851 (Simonds, p. 162). I t was also during th is period 
in 1850 that the c i t y council passed an ordinance forbidding fu r ther bur ia ls in the 
St. Augustine Cemetery. Due to the astute actions of John Bernard F i t zpa t r i ck , the 
Third Bishop of Boston, th i s ordinance and fur ther attempts of the leg is la tu re to 
deny bur ia ls were repulsed and any fami ly s t i l l holding t i t l e to a cemetery deed may 
request to be buried there . From 1868 to 1871, St. Augustine's Chapel was used one 
las t time as a parish church. When Rev. Denis O'Callaghan received the assignment to 
form the new St. Augustine Parish and bu i ld the new church of St. Augustine, he 
decided to repair the St. Augustine Chapel, which was in "ruinous condi t ion" 
(Su l l i van, Archdiocese of Boston, p. 84), and gather the congregation for the new 
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church. Regular church se rv ices were he ld at the Chapel f rom September 6, 1868, u n t i l 
J u l y 2, 1871, when the f i r s t Mass was o f f e r e d i n the basement o f the new Church o f St . 
August ine . 

F o l l o w i n g t h e d e d i c a t i o n o f t h e Church o f S t . August ine ( P a t r i c k Charles Keely) on 
August 30, 1874, a r e c u r r i n g p a t t e r n began i n the h i s t o r y o f the St . Augustine Chapel 
and Cemetery. As each major ann iversa ry app roached , an e a r n e s t e f f o r t was made t o 
r e p a i r and r e s t o r e t h e t w o r e s o u r c e s . I n 1892, t h e S t . A u g u s t i n e ' s Cemetery 
Improvement A s s o c i a t i o n , l a t e r c a l l e d t h e S t . A u g u s t i n e ' s Chapel and Cemetery 
A s s o c i a t i o n , composed o f descendants o f t hose who l i e b u r i e d t h e r e , was formed 
e s p e c i a l l y f o r t h e c a r e and p r e s e r v a t i o n o f t h e g r o u n d s and m o n u m e n t s . The 
A s s o c i a t i o n b u i l t t h e present stone w a l l , i r o n arched entrances,and p i c k e t fence i n 
t i m e f o r t h e 7 5 t h A n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e d e d i c a t i o n o f t h e Chapel and Cemetery on 
September 2A, 1894 ,which was at tended by Archbishop John Joseph W i l l i a m s . Again , i n 
1918, the Chapel was i n poor c o n d i t i o n : "spal led-edge s l a t e s . . . bare r o o f i n g boards 
. . . b r o k e n window panes" ( W a r r e n , The B o s t o n H e r a l d . Augus t 1 1 , 1918\ and some 
repa i r s were made f o r the October 26, 1919,Centennial of the Chapel, pres ided over by 
Card ina l W i l l i a m O 'Conne l l . Two thousand people a t tended the c e l e b r a t i o n o f the 125th 
anniversary o f the Chapel on J u l y 4, 1944 ,wi th Bishop Richard J . Gushing as o r a t o r ; 
a l s o i n c l u d e d were th'e South Bos ton War S e r v i c e F l a g D e d i c a t i o n and Memor i a l 
Exerc ises , the d e d i c a t i o n o f new headstones f rom the Veterans of the C i v i l War,and an 
e l a b o r a t e p a r a d e . T h i s l a t t e r c e l e b r a t i o n was p r e c e d e d b y o v e r 15 m o n t h s o f 
r e s t o r a t i o n work on the Chapel and the moving o f over 170 gravestones t h a t had become 
d i s l o c a t e d t h r o u g h t h e y e a r s . I n 1975^the S t . Augus t i ne Chapel and Cemetery were 
designated a h i s t o r i c s i t e by t h e O f f i c e o f t h e Bos ton B i c e n t e n n i a l , l e a d i n g t o a 
f l u r r y o f dead t r e e removal , the s t a b i l i z a t i o n o f a t l e a s t 50 monuments, and extensive 
i n t e r n a l and e x t e r n a l r e p a i r s . A new e f f o r t was launched i n 1984 and i s c o n t i n u i n g 
i n t o 1987 t o accomplish a major r e s t o r a t i o n / c o n s e r v a t i o n o f b o t h t h e Chapel and t h e 
Cemetery. 

D r . F r a n c i s A n t h o n y M a t i g n o n and B i s h o p John L e f e b v r e de Cheverus b o t h have 
s i g n i f i c a n t a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h t h e S t . A u g u s t i n e Chapel and Cemetery; since the 
C a t h e d r a l o f t h e H o l y Cross (1803) was demolished, these two resources comprise the 
on ly major s u r v i v i n g p h y s i c a l l i n k w i t h t hese two men. I t was F a t h e r M a t i g n o n ' s 
sudden death f rom a lung a i lment on September 19, 1818 , tha t i n s p i r e d Bishop Cheverus 
t o crea te b o t h the S t . Augustine Cemetery and Chapel. A former p ro fe s so r o f theology 
a t t h e C o l l e g e o f N a v a r r e and an e x i l e o f t h e F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n , Father Matignon 
a r r i v e d i n Boston on August 20, 1792, t o h e l p m i n i s t e r t o t h e a p p r o x i m a t e l y one 
hundred Ca tho l i c s d w e l l i n g i n a diocese t h a t comprised the whole o f New England f rom 
Bal t imore t o the Canadian borde r . Joined i n 1796 by h i s former b r i l l i a n t p u p i l a t the 
Sorbonne and f e l l o w F r e n c h e x i l e , the f u t u r e Bishop Cheverus, the t h i r t y - n i n e r y e a r -
o l d Father Matignon l a b o r e d f o r t w e n t y - s i x y e a r s i n t h e Bos ton a r e a , s e r v i n g as 
Pastor of the Par i sh o f the Cathedral o f the Holy Cross f rom 1792 u n t i l h i s death i n 
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1818. I t was under t h e combined n u r t u r i n g o f Father Matignon and Bishop Cheverus 
t h a t t h e C a t h o l i c Church t o o k r o o t i n New E n g l a n d i n g e n e r a l , and B o s t o n i n 
p a r t i c u l a r . F a t h e r M a t i g n o n g a i n e d es teem, a d m i r a t i o n ,and a f f e c t i o n f r o m t h e 
burgeoning Ca tho l i c and non-Catho l ic p o p u l a t i o n a l i k e , a n d the Columbian C e n t i n e l o f 
September 23, 1818, noted t h a t h i s f u n e r a l procession "was the most numerous t h a t has 
been witnessed here f o r sometime, es t imated a t 1000 persons, besides 15 c a r r i a g e s . " 

When Father Matignon d ied a t the age o f s i x t y - f i v e on the f o r t i e t h anniversary o f h i s 
o r d i n a t i o n . Bishop Cheverus was overwhelmed w i t h g r i e f saying "Father Mat ignon d i e d , 
as he l i v e d , a s a i n t . . . I am l e f t desola te and f o r l o r n . " (125th Anniversary Program, 
J u l y 4 , 1 9 4 4 ) . F r u s t r a t e d t h a t F a t h e r M a t i g n o n had t o be b u r i e d i n t h e Granary 
Cemetery i n Boston, a l though i n the v a u l t o f a p r o m i n e n t C a t h o l i c o f t h a t p e r i o d , 
John Magner--who had d i r e c t e d i n h i s w i l l o f 1816 t h a t the Ca tho l i c Clergy of the 
Church o f the Holy Cross could be so i n t e r r e d , Cheverus r e s o l v e d t o c r e a t e t h e S t . 
A u g u s t i n e Chapel and Cemetery. Receiving permiss ion f rom the Board o f Hea l th o f the 
Town of Boston i n November 1818, Bishop Cheverus e s t ab l i shed Boston 's f i r s t Ca tho l i c 
b u r y i n g ground. 

John L e f e b v r e de Cheverus , a t t h e s i n c e r e request o f the devoted but aging Father 
Matignon, was named the f i r s t Bishop of Boston on A p r i l 8, 1808,by Pope Pius V l l . Due 
to the t u r b u l e n t s t a t e o f Europe at t h a t t i m e , t h e o f f i c i a l n o t i f i c a t i o n s d i d n o t 
a r r i v e i n Bos ton u n t i l two y e a r s l a t e r , and on November 1 , 1810,he was consecrated 
Bishop of Boston. A learned man. B i s h o p Cheverus a t t e n d e d t h e Bos ton Athenaeum's 
Anthology Club and c o n t r i b u t e d much of h i s personal l i b r a r y t o the Athenaeum. Besides 
the St . Augustine Cemetery and Chapel, two v i s i b l e memories o f Bishop Cheverus remain 
i n B o s t o n . An 1823 G i l b e r t S t u a r t p a i n t i n g o f " B i s h o p J e a n - L o u i s L e f e b v r e de 
Cheverus" commissioned by the P ro tes tan t Mrs. John Gore, now owned by t h e Museum o f 
Fine A r t s i n Boston, was pa in t ed j u s t b e f o r e Bishop Cheverus went back t o France. On 
the e x t e r i o r w a l l o f the Ora tory o f Saint Thomas More, 49 F r a n k l i n S t r e e t , t h e r e i s 
an i n c i s e d p l a q u e e r e c t e d by a g roup o f " P r o t e s t a n t Businessmen" i n 1950,which 
honors Bishop Cheverus' r o l e i n the es tabl ishment of the Cathedral o f the Holy Cross, 
adding: "He Stood by the Bedside o f C a t h o l i c and Pro tes tan t A l i k e . " B i shop Cheverus 
died the Card ina l Archbishop of Bordeaux i n 1836. 

The t h i r d p e r s o n i m p o r t a n t i n the c r e a t i o n o f the St . August ine Chapel and Cemetery 
was Rev. P h i l i p L a r i s c y , an I r i s h A u g u s t i n i a n p r i e s t , who came f r o m t h e Canadian 
P r o v i n c e s . Given t o f i e r y b u t c o m p e l l i n g sermons, he was descr ibed as "a somewhat 
rough but earnest worker" (Gumey, "A Short H i s t o r y o f S t . Augus t ine ' s Cemetery," p . 4) 
and r a i s ed the $680 neces sa ry f o r t h e i n i t i a l p a r c e l s o f l a n d f o r t h e Cemetery , 
p r i n c i p a l l y f rom over 200 p a r i s h i o n e r s of the Church o f the Holy Cross. A shor t t ime 
l a t e r , he r a i s e d a n o t h e r $1 ,700 f r o m 77 s u b s c r i b e r s t o b u i l d t h e C h a p e l . I n h i s 
g r a t i t u d e t o F a t h e r L a r i s c y , Bishop Cheverus named the Chapel and Cemetery i n honor 
of St . August ine , the pa t ron s a i n t o f Father L a r i s c y ' s o r d e r . 

The s o c i a l h i s t o r y o f the St . August ine Chapel and Cemetery b e g i n s w i t h some o f t h e 
most p r o m i n e n t names i n Federal Boston. Preceding the annexat ion o f Dorchester Neck 
to Boston i n 1804, severa l Mount Vernon P r o p r i e t o r s , i n c l u d i n g H a r r i s o n Gray O t i s , 
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bought up land in what is now called South Boston. In the course of assembling 
suff ic ient land for the St. Augustine Cemetery, Bishop Cherus in 1819 and 1822 
bought two parcels from Jonathan Mason, a wealthy lawyer, leader in the development 
of Beacon H i l l , and owner of a Bulfinch-designed mansion. Bishop Fenwick 
subsequently purchased a parcel from Mason's oldest son, William Powell Mason, in-
1841. I t is for South Boston landowner William Tudor, the force behind the Boston 
Athenaeum's Monthly Anthology and resident of Bulfinch's Tontine Crescent, that 
Tudor Street, which forms the southwest boundary of the Cemetery, is named. 

With the purchases of Bishop Cheverus and Bishop Fenwick, the c i ty block between 
Dorchester and F Streets, and 6th and Tudor Streets on the north side of Dorchester 
Heights underwent a dramatic change of use. What was or ig inal ly the speculative 
real estate property of certain Boston Bralimins was now extensively used as the 
f i r s t Catholic burying ground. Starting with Father Matignon in 1819, the Chapel 
and Cemetery contain graves of numerous eminent Boston priests while many of the 
c i ty 's Ir ish irtmigrants of the early 19th century l i e peacefully in the Cemetery. 

At f i r s t the Catholic population of Boston grew slowly, start ing with about 100 
Catholics at the time of Father Matignon's arrival in 1792, to only about 1,500 in 
1816. Up unt i l 1818, Catholics had been buried in such scattered cemeteries as the 
Granary, Copps H i l l , and the Central Burying Ground on Boston Common. Irish 
immigration increased in the 1820s; unfortunately, many of these new immigrants were 
to die in the three Asiatic cholera epidemics of 1832, 1849, and 1854, and in the 
Ship of Fever of 1846. Burials in the St. Augustine Cemetery greatly increased 
during this period as Bishop Fenwick forbade long processions to the Bunker Hi l l 
Cemetery in Charlestown. Then came the great Potato Famines of Ireland in the 
1840's and thousands of Irish immigrants began to arrive in Boston. Many of the 
gravestones in the St. Augustine Cemetery bear such Ir ish names as Meehan, Brogue, 
Brady, Burke, and Flanagan. These are the inmigrants who came to Boston in crowded 
sai l ing ships from the Ir ish counties of Limerick, Sligo, Wicklow, Lonegal, Kerry, 
Kildare, Tipperary, and Waterford. These markers record a capsulated version of the 
history of the Ir ish in Boston, for by the end of the nineteenth century. South 
Boston had become the most overwhelmingly Catholic and Irish part of Boston. 

There are many persons of interest buried both inside the St. Augustine Chapel and 
in the St. Augustine Cemetery. Opposite the gravestone of Father Matignon on the 
gospel side ( l e f t ) of the altar is the large gravestone of the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Denis 
O'Callaghan 91841-1913), the last priest to be buried within the Chapel. Invested 
as a Monsignor in 1901, Rev. O'Callaghan, the much-loved pastor of the Church of St. 
Augustine from 1868 to 1913, was the man responsible for repairing the St. 
Augustine's Chapel and reopening i t as a regular place of worship from 1868 to 
1871. Twenty-three other priests born in widely separated areas of the United 
States l i e buried in the red brick vaulted f loor , a l l inf luential in promoting the 
growth of Catholicism in Boston. Sister St. Henry, an ursuline nun, was buried 
beneath the Chapel f loor in an unknown location in 1843, her funeral attended by 
f ive thousand mourners. 

The four headstones that are bu i l t into the exterior walls of the St. 
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Chapel and appear on Drawing No. 2 of Survey No. 2-26 of the H i s t o r i c American 
Buildings Survey are s t i l l i n t a c t today. The rectangular stone on the r i g h t of the 
"So-West Elevation" i s that of Mrs. Celeste Robin Delogny (died 1824), who was noted 
for her many charitable acts. The headstones of three distinguished Catholic priests 
appear on the "So-East Elevation." To the l e f t i s Rev. John Mahoney (died 1839), 
curate of the Church of the Holy Cross and priest of the St. Augustine Chapel from 
1833 to 1836,followed by the stone of Rev. P a t r i c k Byrne (died 1844), ordained i n 
1820 and the f i r s t pastor of Old St. Mary's Church i n Charlestown. The stone on the 
right is that of Rev. James McGuire (died 1850) , a n a t i v e of the county of Cavan, 
Ireland. 

Among other notable persons b u r i e d i n the St. Augustine Cemetery are Rev. Thomas 
Lynch, the f i r s t Pastor of St. Patrick's Church on Northampton Street and^ f rom 1833 
to 183^ the resident p r i e s t at the St. Augustine Chapel. The large Rev. Thomas J. 
O'Flaherty (died 1846) monument stands j u s t outside the Chapel door, honoring the 
learned Salem p r i e s t , physician,and editor of The P i l o t who held a famous religious 
controversy with Rev. Lyman Beecher i n 1831. The talented journalist-businessman and 
founder of The P i l o t , Patrick Donahoe (died 1901), also l i e s i n the Cemetery. Robert 
Magner (.died 1823-25), nephew of John Magner i n whose tomb Father Matignon was 
temporarily interred, and one of the pr i n c i p a l donors to the Church of the Holy Cross 
is buried i n the St. Augustine Cemetery along with Thomas Murray, the f i r s t sexton of 
the St. Augustine Chapel and close friend of Father Matignon and Bishop Cheverus. Two 
additional i n t e r e s t i n g f i g u r e s are Jack Barry (died 1890) (photo no. 9 ) , col o r 
sergeant for the 9th Regiment of the Massachusetts Volunteers, C i v i l War veteran,and 
the f i r s t I r i s h policeman, and Rev. D. S. A. Mahoney (1850-1911), founder of the 
Working Boy's Home i n Chicago. Also buried i n the Cemetery are the parents of both 
the t h i r d Bishop of Boston, John Bernard F i t z p a t r i c k , and the f o u r t h Bishop of 
Boston, John Joseph Williams. 

In summary, the St. Augustine Chapel and Cemetery are noted as the ea r l i e s t surviving 
resources of the beginnings of the Catholic Church i n Massachusetts. They gain 
further significance i n t h e i r association with the founders of the Catholic Church i n 
New England, Father Francis Matignon and Bishop John Lefebvre Cheverus as w e l l as 
with the growth and development of the I r i s h neighborhood of South Boston. The Chapel 
is of added importance as a re p r e s e n t a t i v e building type and the oldest surviving 
Gothic Revival church i n Massachusetts. 
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"Around Town - An August T r a d i t i o n . " November 25, 1976. 
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1984. 

"Patrick Donahoe - Apostle of the I r i s h i n America." July 5. 1986. 
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Dever, Joseph. "S t . Augus t ine ' s F o r t r e s s o f C a t h o l i c R e l i g i o n ; Chapel Marked 
Beginning o f South Boston Church." March 14, 1967. 

"Memorial Services t o be Held i n Old S t . Augus t ine ' s Church Monday." August 27, 
1927. 
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Deeds 

October 2, 1809: "Division of Land i n South Boston." Gardiner Greene, Jonathan 
Mason et a l . (230:107-140). 

June 30, 1809: "Plan of a Part of South Boston." (230-End). 
December 11, 1818: Zacheriah G. Whitman of Boston, Esq. to Rt. Rev. Dr. John 

Cheverus, R. C. Bishop i n Boston. (261:53). 
March 31, 1819; Jonathan Mason of Boston, Esq. to Rt. Rev. Dr. John Cheverus, R. 

C. Bishop i n Boston. (262:58). 
A p r i l 8, 1822: Jonathan Mason of Boston, Esq. to Rt. Rev. Dr. John Cheverus, 

Catholic Bishop of Boston. (276:80). 
June 29, 1841; William Powell Mason of Boston. Esq. to Benedict Fenwick, Bishop 

of Boston. (469:239). 
June 29, 1841; Mary B. Parkman of Boston. Gentlewoman to Benedict Fenwick, 

Bishop of Boston. (469:239). 
November 18, 1841: John Pickering et a l Trustees of the Warren Association to 

Benedict Fenwick of Boston. (476:270). 

Letters 

Rev. John Cheverus to Abp. Car r o l l . July 30, 1808. 
Father John P. Coffey to Most Rev. Thomas V. Daily. March 4, 1975. 
(Very Rev.) James T. Cotter to St. Augustine's Parish re f i r e i n cemetery 

chapel. March 7, 1956. 
Rev. John A. Dooher to Katherine D. Kane. A p r i l 14, 1975. 
Chancellor J. F. Minihan to Rev. Harry M. O'Connor. A p r i l 10. 1946. 

St. Augustine Chapel and Cemetery records and scrapbooks. 

"Dedication of New Headstones to the Veterans of the C i v i l War." May 28. 1944. 
"Dreams of the Past." 1844. Sheet music cover. 
John Magner's Will. Suffolk Probate, No. 24838. (died January 4. 1816). 
"An Old Land Mark Opened To The Public." (pre-1975). 
"Radio Address - W.C.O.P." Delivered July 1. 1944. 
"Saint Augustine's Historic God's Acre." (c.l918). 
"75th Anniversary of the Ded ica t ion of St. Augustine's Chapel." September 27. 

1894. 
"South Boston War Service Flag Ded ica t ion and Memorial Exercises on 125th 

Anniversary of the Bless ing of St. Augustine's Chapel. July 4, 1819." 
July 4, 1944. 
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Misc . 

B u i l d i n g Subsc r ip t i on Account Book. 1802-1827. Includes f ragmentary i n f o r m a t i o n 
on s u b s c r i p t i o n s f o r t h e p u r c h a s e o f S t . A u g u s t i n e ' s c h u r c h and 
cemetery. 

Cemetery Records , S t . A u g u s t i n e ' s C e m e t e r y . I n t r o d u c t i o n t o " C o p i e s o f 
Gravestones. 1819-1850." 

Massachusetts Works Progress A d m i n i s t r a t i o n photographs, 1937 
W h i t e h i l l , W a l t e r M u i r . A Memorial t o Bishop Cheverus: w i t h a Catalogue of the 

Books Given by Him t o the Boston Athenaeum. B o s t o n : Bos ton Athenaeum, 
1951. 

Unpublished Manuscripts 

Connol ly , F l o r e n c e . " S a i n t A u g u s t i n e ' s C h a p e l , S o u t h B o s t o n . " H a r v a r d 
U n i v e r s i t y , 1952. T y p e s c r i p t . (Gradua te School o f D e s i g n . H a r v a r d 
U n i v e r s i t y ) . 

Gurney. W i l l i a m John , "A Shor t H i s t o r y o f S t . A u g u s t i n e ' s Cemete ry" , 1953. 
(Boston Publ ic L i b r a r y ) . 

O'Connor, Thomas, excerpts f rom A H i s t o r y o f South B o s t o n , 1987. T y p e s c r i p t . 
( A u t h o r ) . 

O'Dwyer, George F. "Stone Inscriptions i n St. Augustine's cemetery. South Boston 
1819-1900." Manuscript. (Copied by George F. O'Dwyer, Lowell, Mass., for 
the Boston Athenaeum). 

Location of primary materials (cont.) 

Boston Archdiocese Archives 
Boston Athenaeum 
Boston Landmarks Commission 
Boston Public Library 
Suffolk County Registry of Deeds 



ST. AUGUSTINE CHAPEL AND CEMETERY 

List of Photographs with Camera Direction 

1. Dorchester Street entrance, to northwest 

2. Wall and Chapel from ¥est 6th Street, to west 

3. Chapel (northwest and southwest elevations) and Cemetery, to east 

4. Southeast portion of Cemetery and Chapel, Dorchester entrance, to east 

5. Northwest portion of Cemetery, to north 

6. Southeast (apse) elevation of Chapel, to northwest 

7. Gravestone details smd east corner of Chapel, to northwest 

8. Gravestones and southwest elevation of Chapel, to northwest 

9. Jack Barry gravestone, to northwest 

10. Chapel i n t e r i o r : chancel from balcony, to southeast 

11. Chapel i n t e r i o r : nave toward narthex, to northwest 

12. Chapel i n t e r i o r : transept f l o o r , memorial tablets, to southeast 

13. Chapel i n t e r i o r : chancel, Matignon memorial tablet, to south 

14. Chapel i n t e r i o r : southeast sacristy, fireplace, to northwest 

15. Chapel i n t e r i o r : choir l o f t , to west 

Photos 1 through 9: see assessors map 
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St. Augustine Chapel and Cemetery \ ^ 

T E L E G R A P H 



6th Street 59!5" 
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November 18, 
1841 
476:270 
John Pickering 
et al Trs. 
W£u:'ren Ass'n 

V)to Benedict 
•^Fenwick, Bishop 

GCf 

June 29, 
1841 
469:239 
Williajn 
Powell 
Mason to 

V) Benedict 
~ Fenwick, 
Bishop 

SO' 

r2' 

June 29, 1841 
469:239 
Mary B. Parkman 
to Benedict 
Fenwick, Bishop 

^April 8, 1822 
276:80 
Jonathan Mason 
to Rt. Rev. 
John Chevrus 
"Adjoining the 
land...approp­
riated as a 
burial ground" 

99'e" 

March 31, 
1819 
262:58 
Jonathan 
Mason to 
Rt. Rev. 
Dr. John \̂  
Chevrus -

AO 

IIT' 

December 11, I8I8 
Suffolk Deed 261153 
Zacheriah G. Whitman to 
Rt. Rev. Dr. John Chevrus 
Lot 63» plan of Stephen 
Badlam June 30, I8O9 

Tudor Street (a 20 foot street) 55V* 

Land Acquisition Plsm for St. Augustine's Cemetery, So. Boston 
1818 to 1641 • 
block shown on plan of Stephen Badlajn, June 30, I8O9 
related to Division Deed of land at South Boston between 
Gardiner Greene, Jonathan Mason, William Tudor, Joseph Woodward, 
John Winslow et a l , Sxiffolk Deed 230:107-140, October 2, 1809 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" Juna 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

St. Augustine Chapel and Cemetery 
Suffolk County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Substantive Rerlew 

O resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
n owner objection 
O appeal 

Substantive Review: CZl sample CD 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: c 2 j j Z / f ^ 
Date Due: ^ ^,^7/" 9 / U ^ / j 7 _ 
Aaion: u^CEPT ^-/^^-^^^ 

RETURN 
REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

request CU appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments 

_/V<L. y ^ e c o m . / C r & i . / ? r j ^ ^ 

S^-I^cc^-^AA^ j S i ^ ^ , Reviewer. ' 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

O good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

[ m ruins 

CH unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

i m altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

• moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
O justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
C ĵadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

gjjnpH Date Phone: 

G P O 91 B - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

































































The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

July 31, 1987 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l f ind the nomination form for the following property: 
Boston, St. Augustine Chapel and Cemetery, 

Dorchester Street, between West 6th & Tudor Streets 
I t has been voted el ig ib le by the State Review Board and has been signed 
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were not i f ied of 
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting 
and were afforded the opportunity to conment. Comments received to date 
are attached to the nomination form. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 0 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical CoiTinission 

BF/ls 

Enclosure 

« 61987 
• - 6 i98T 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer _ , , 

September 22, 1987 
Carol Shull 
National Register of H is tor ic Places 
Department of the In te r io r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 
At tent ion: Beta Savage 

Dear Shu l l : ^ 

Enclosed please find a continuation sheet with the corrections you 
requested to be made to the National Register nomination for St. 
Augustine's Church, Boston (South Boston). 

Sincerely, 

Valerie A. Talmage Y\(yWW\A.c<̂''V̂  , 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer \/, 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

BF/ls 

Enclosure 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 




