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Use:  Presait
Origi nal resi dence

CESCR PITON

Dat e ca. 1890

nao research

Queen Ane
Show bui | der

Exterior Wall Fabric _ clapboard and shinale

Sour ce
Style

Ardiitect Lenuel

Qut bui | di ngs none

Major Alterations (with dates) none

Condi tion

prpl et
Mo no Date n/a
Acreege less than one acre

Setting East side of urban residential

street, near main route of Highland Av

Late-19th century single and two famil
dwellings, well maintained neighborhoo

Recorded by Besy Friedberg, Preservation

Planner
Organi zaticn Mass. Historical Commssion

Dat e June 1986



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applic™le)
The originally detailed Lemuel Show Jr. House is an intact example of
patternbook inspired Queen Anne styling. Retaining integrity of location,
design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, it fulfills
Criterion C of the National Register of Historic Places on the local level.

ARCHITECTURAL SGNIFICANCE Describe important ar chitectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the aMrmunity.

This patternbook Queen Anne-style house is a 2 1/2 story gable roofed house
with a full height gabled polygonal bay offset to the left. The gable roof of
the bay projects slightly and is supported by overscale consoles. The shed
roofed entrance porch has bulbous turned posts and openwork frieze.
Alternating bands of a variety of clapboard shingles enliven the building's

facade.

HISTCHICAL SGNIFICANCE Explain the role owne's played in local or state history and howv the
building relates to the devdopmait of the connunity.

Lemuel Sow Jr., son of a local carpenter, was a Somerviiie truant officer.
This house is one of several fine period residences on Benton Road and
neighboring Hudson Street that bear a resemblance in both form and decorative
vocabulatory (see M # 116 and 148). All may be the work of Lemuel Snow,
Jr., the builder/occupant of 81 Benton Road.

Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFEREINCES
Bromley, G. W. Atlas of the City of Somerviiie, 1895
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