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The central structure on the Paddison Ranch is a two-story, wood- 
frame ranchhouse (c. 1880) in Victorian styling with Eastlake details. 
The house is composed of a rectangular section, gabled on both ends, 
with a one-story and attic section extending from it on the west side. 
Its ornamental details include decorative stickwork in the gables, 
dropped pendants, an ornamental porch and railing extending around 
the facade, and decorative window trim. The interior has high ceilings 
and redwood panelling. The major alterations to this structure include 
the addition of the kitchen in the rear and enclosure of part of the 
front porch in the 1920 f s* and the lowering of the ceiling in the living 
room.

To the rear of the house is a horse barn (c. 1900), a typically 
gabeled structure of this type. The barn contains stalls inside, and 
other than the addition of a painting on its exterior (done several 
years ago for a commercial), the barn has not been significantly 
altered.

Additional structures on the property include a garage (c.1955) 
which somewhat matches the ranchhouse, a blacksmith shop filled with 
tools, forges, etc., one small cottage, a washhouse/canning house, an 
outhouse, and several chicken coops.

The ranch is a 3*25 acre parcel located in a residential and 
commercial area. It is in its natural state somewhat secluded from the 
street.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Paddison Ranch was originally established by one of Norwalk's 
earliest pioneers. Born in Wales in 1845 9 John Paddison came to the 
United States in 1869 and eventually settled on the present site of the 
ranch in 1879* A man of limited means, he purchased forty-six acres there 
and began farming alfalfa and pasturing. In the same year he began the 
construction of his ranchhouse and outbuildings. Successful in his 
fanning endeavors, his ranch grew to about 276 acres scattered about the 
Norwalk area. By the turn of the century he had added dairy farming to 
his interests and had become an important member of the Norwalk area.

Following John's death, the ranch was taken over by his son, Edward, 
who continued its operation and took exceptional care of the buildings 
on the original homesite. As the Norwalk area expanded in population in 
the twentieth century, increasing land values for residential and conmercial 
property in the vicinity forced Edward to sell off most of the ranch except 
for the original homesite. Upon his death in the ear^Ly .1970's, the : 
remaining 3.25-acre complex was acquired by Edwards grandson who currently 
owns it.

Today the Paddison Ranch is a remarkable and well-preserved reminder 
of the city of Norwalk's early beginnings which has survived a century 
of growth and development in the community. The buildings are in relatively 
good condition and contain a mass of tools, agricultural implements, 
furniture, and other items accumulated by the Paddisons for over one hundred 
years. Local schools have been touring the ranch for several years, being 
shown a typical (althougi compact) ranch of the 1880's in Southern California, 
The ranch is also a favorite location for filming commercials and movies 
because of its rustic authenticity.
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