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The Hurstville Historic District is divided into three areas: (1) the area of the 
former lime manufacturing works, including the company headquarters; (2) the farm­ 
stead; (3) the town.

The focus of the district is the group of four lime kilns (structures 5-8 (see 
site plan map)) which are built up against the face of a bluff and stand 80-100 feet 
distant from one another. The Hurstville kilns are fairly well preserved, though 
non-functioning, examples of the draw or continuous kiln. This type consists of a tall 
shaft or chimney where lime is poured from the top and drawn from the bottom, and where 
the heat is produced along the sides. The wood ramp for horses and wagons which ran 
along the bluff connecting one kiln to another is only partially visible today. Re­ 
maining are the metal stacks (one topped with wooden hoppers) and the actual walls 
of the kilns. These four-sided structures are built of undressed stone, fire brick 
and clay. Standing approx. 24 feet high, they are 16 feet wide at the base (narrowing 
toward the top) and 11 feet deep with a five-foot shaft. The front opening is about 
5 feet high, much larger than the side openings used to stoke the interior fires. Some 
of the openings are arched in fire brick. Although threatened by vegetal growth, 
three of the four remaining kilns are in fairly good condition. The front wall of 
kiln #7 has completely fallen away.

The limestone was quarried to the east of the kilns. The first quarry site (#10) 
a limestone bluff which forms the east side of a small narrow valley behind the 
kiln bluff, was abandoned when blasting threatened to topple the water tower (#11). 
Quarrying operations were then moved to a bluff east of the North Fork of the Maquo- 
keta River (#50). The rock was partially sized at the quarry and loaded into small 
carts drawn by donkeys and horses, which ran on a narrow gauge railway up the ramp 
which ran along the kiln bluff where the rock was fed into the kilns.

A bridge (#6.0) was constructed around 1900 to carry this railway across the river. 
The bridge was constructed of a steel and timber decking spanning to concrete piers 
and sheet, steel against wood pilings at each river bank. The bridge decking has just 
recently fallen into the river, while the piers and pilings remain in place. No 
remains of the railway are evident, although the embankment of the ramp leading 
from the quarry to the kilns is still in existence. Immediately northeast of 
the kilns is a structure (#9) now somewhat deteriorated, which housed a rock-crushing 
machine and storage bins.

Of the numerous company structures once standing to the west of the kilns, which in­ 
cluded a large cooling shed immediately in front of each kiln, a company store, a 
company office and post office, blacksmith shop, cooperage, hoop shed, wagon shop 
and various warehouses, only three remain. These are: the company office (2c), 
the company store (#2, with two sheds at the rear), which was converted to a tavern 
in the 1930's, and a large warehouse (#3) located alongside the railroad tracks (the 
tracks have been removed). The company office is a small rectangular structure, 
one story in height, with a hipped roof. It was constructed in two sections: the 
southern half, square in plan, was built before 1895; the northern half was added 
sometime between 1895 and 1910. Today the building retains essentially the same 
appearance that it had in 1910. The store/tavern is also a composite structure. The 
southern part is the older (built between 1895 and 1910), and features a flat-topped 
false front against a front gable roof. The northern half is later and shorter

see continuation sheet
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

For about 50 years, the company town and industrial complex of Hurstville was a major 
Iowa supplier of lime for masonry building and bridge construction in the midwest. 
Although much of the original industrial plant is gone, the kilns, store, office, 
farmstead and residential enclave remain to provide a good picture of Hurstville 
in the days of its prosperity.

Production of lime from native stone was among Iowa's earliest industires -- and was 
important in the days before concrete (which used gypsum) became the standard material 
for masonry construction. In Iowa, the industry was concentrated principally in the 
northeast and north central sections of the state, where the appropriate stone was 
readily and abundantly available. Many operations were small, such as J.A. Birdsall's 
single kiln near Decorah.

In Jackson County, it was Alfred Hurst (1846-1915) and Otis M. Joiner who developed 
this Iowa industry on a large scale during the 1870's. Alfred Hurst's operation, 
considered here, was the larger of the two. It encompassed at one time four ,kilns, 
820 acres of farming and timber lands, and fifty employees. The adjacent town of 
Hurstville contained a company boarding house, general store, cooperage, blacksmith 
shop, lumber yard, and numerous houses for employees. With the coming of the Maquo- 
keta and Hurstville Railroad, organized by Hurst in 1888, the ̂ firm was able to ship 
the burned lime direct, instead of hauling the tightly sealed barrels rjy team and 
wagon to Maquoketa. During the 1880's and early 1890's, the prosperous Hurst became 
active in political affairs, serving on the county board of supervisors and for eight 
years as a state senator.

By the 1920's, however, the gradual adoption by the construction industry of Port­ 
land cement (which possessed greater strength, low absorbancy, and hardness) had 
compelled the businesses of both Hurst and Joiner to discontinue. In the early 
1950's a road construction project resulted in the demolition of the kilns at the 
Joinerville site; today, only the farm buildings of O.W. Joiner exist. Thus it is 
only the Hurstville historic district that remains to impart a sense of the character 
and dimensions of this once-important Iowa industry.
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than the main, southern part. Aside from modifications made to the front doors and 
windows, the store also retains essentially its 1910 appearance.

The farmstead is situated on land which rises gently from the main street of Hurst­ 
ville and includes some 20 structures. The agricultural buildings are grouped 
loosely around a farmyard and include notably two large barns (#12,13), a large 
machine shed (originally a granary)(#19), and several large corncribs (#16, 16a, 17). 
Two houses exist. #23 is the older of the two, and was the residence of Alfred 
Hurst. It is a large rambling structure, 1% stories high, with a pair of gables 
on the front. It was clearly constructed incrementally, but existed essentially 
in its present form by 1895 (with the exception of the long front porch). The 
second house (#25) is a two-story cube with a high hipped roof and was built probably 
shortly after Alfred Hurst's death in 1915.

The town consists of two parts. The most important part, which contains the majority 
of the houses, is located between the main street and Highway 61. Eight of them 
($40-47) face the main street; four (#54-57) are scattered randomly along the minor 
streets. Seven additional houses comprise a second section east of Main Street. 
The majority of the houses in the town are one-story, side-gable-end cottages 
with, in most cases, shed or lean-to additions at the rear, creating somewhat the 
appearance of a New England saltbox. Each is accompanied by an assortment of out­ 
houses (most are without indoor plumbing), sheds and garages. Nos. 46 and 47 are 
larger (No. 46 was the residence of William Hurst, Alfred Hurst's brother and 
business manager of the limeworks). They are both L-shaped, with two-story, front- 
gable masses, to which are attached single, one-story wings.

No. 56 is an old boarding house (now unoccupied) constructed around 1880. It is 
a two-story I house, with center hall and a one-story shed addition along the rear.

The majority of these houses retain essentially the appearance seen in an 1895 
photograph of the main street. Many of them are at present vacant.

It is difficult to evaluate the buildings and structures of Hurstville on an indi­ 
vidual basis, because, with a few exceptions, their significance is wholly collective, 
derived from their relationships to one another and to the community as a whole. There 
are no intrusions in the district, in terms of new construction. Problems of integrity 
are less a function of alteration than of deterioration and neglect. The fact that 
until very recently the entire area has always been owned by one individual or family 
has contributed both to the absence of change and to the lack of maintenance and 
use of many of the community's buildings. Problems of preservation and maintenance 
are enormous, and will require financial resources and imagination on a scale not 
yet found.

See continuation sheet
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Although, as noted above, the whole of Hurstville is more significant than 
its parts, a number of buildings and structures may be considered pivotal. Most 
notable are the kilns themselves, because they are the physical and historic 
heart of the community. Other important elements include the aggregate 
crusher, Alfred Hurst's house, and the two large barns.

No archaeological research has been conducted in the Hurstville district. 
However, there is considerable potential for thorough studies of industrial 
archaeology in the area, specifically near the lime kilns where physical 
vestiges of the foundations of the large wooden structures (cooling sheds) 
in front of the kilns remain. These vestiges consist of stone and mortar 
pillars and intermittent remnants of loadbearing walls. Study of these 
remains is of particular importance to the proper reconstruction of the 
kilns and attached wooden structures.

Prehistoric archaeological sites may be contained within the district. Ade­ 
quate survey to identify such resources has not been conducted.

For inventory of buildings, structures and sites, see Attachment A.



Form No. 10-300a 
(Hev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

Hurstville, vie. Maquoketa, Jackson Co., Iowa

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE

Verbal Boundary Description:

The area included in this nomination consists of three parcels, described 
as follows:

1. The NWi of the SWi lying east of Highway 61 in Section 21, T84NR2E 
(approx. 25 acres)

2. The south 2k rods of SE£ of the NWi of Section 12, T8^NR2E (approx. k 
acres)

3. The NEi of the NE£ of the SW£ of Section 12, T84NR2E (approx. 10 acres) 

(see map)
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Addendum to Verbal Boundary Description:

The boundaries for this nomination have been drawn to encompass the 
principal components of Hurstvilie's built environment. They form 
three parcels (contiguous), the largest of which includes the kilns, 
office/store and associated buildings, the first quarry, farm, and 
the major portion of the town. Another strip encompasses the old 
roadbed and bridge, while the third brings in the quarry on the opposite 
side of the Maquoketa River. These boundaries do not include 
the houses east of the town (south of the farm). This decision is 
based upon the fact that originally, the owners were unwilling to 
consider nomination for anything but the four kilns. Subsequent 
negotiation has permitted enlargement of the area considered to 
include the most significant resources of Hurstville.
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