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General.

In wartime, as in pescetime, the preservation of a priceless part
of the naturs] scvenic wonders of Americs snd making it accessible te
the people were uppsrmost in Yosemite during the past fisesl year. The
park's matural velues wore safogusrded from the threst of grasing. The
forests of the park were not inveded for timber, and the careful use of
camping aress by military comveys hed no visible effect on the vegeta-

The past yesr has been & period of reccavergzion with all of the
difficult problems invelved im the transition from wartime to pescotinme.
¥o soomer hed the atomic bemb smoke clesred over Hiroshima, or the ink
defed on Jepan's surrender papers, but Yosemite was confronted with
pencetine demands on & wartime budget. Aubomobiles started rolling into
the park frem all directions, Travel hungry Americans sought the relaza-
tion and ingpiration of the mountains.

Travel ross to & third more tham during the peek travel year of 19l
and oconsistently followed this trend until swmer when the percentege of

Puring the anxious months following V-J Day most of owr personnel
who were in the armed forces returned. The park has rigidly adhered to
the Director's polisy te return these vetersns to the same positions they
; before the wer snd in meny csses to the saws houges in which
they had lived.

Recogniging that the LOehowr week requires additiomsl persomnel, we
are confronted with & oriticsl meed for more houses, the character and
nunber of whioh will have an importent besring on the morale and effi-
eclency of our employees.

The use of the Abwehnee Hotel as & Naval hospitel ended December 15,

1945. The mmber of patients deriving benefit from comvelescence in
Yosemite dropped rapidly duwring the fall months from 500 to 700 during the




summer. Following decommissioning there was & long period of litigation
over the rental fee for use of the property by the Havy. Duwring those
months nothing could be accomplished toward reconditioning the building
for public use. Hence, it will not be in use again until late fall this
year at the earliest.

During the swmer months of 1945 about 200 men per month benefited
from training given st the Wewona Army Sigmal Corps Camp from Camp
Pinedale, Fresnc, under command of Colonel Willism H, MacDomald, During
the winter a small custodial orew of men remeined at this ceamp, and this
spring the camp, together with much valuable equipment, was turned baock
to the National Park Service.

The number of military wmml entering the park was 47,677 wns
compared with 33,847 the previous yesr.

Private lands.

The proposed construotion of & power line to serve residents of
Section 35, Wawons; the impending cubtting of timber on privete lands at
Aspen Valley; the possibility thet White Wolf property may be sold to a
church group for s summer camp; and the pressure of cwmers of private

at Poresta for use of the ocut-off te the Big Osk Flat Road -~
all direct sttention to the private land problem in Yosemite.

Winter Use.

The skiing sesason hit an all time high for popularity last winter.
& total of 81,770 people visited Badger Pass as compared with 24,600 last
year and 74,000 during the previous record winter of 1940-41l. During the
skiing sesson, December to April, imclusive, 105,832 people entered the
parke.

Rangers gave first-aid treatment to 112 skiers at Badger Pass during
the season. Many of these cases were broken legs or snkles or severely
torn ligsments and required the use of the rescue toboggam.,

The skating rink at the Camp Curry perking sres wms operated without
charge most of the winter when weather permitted. The toboggan slide did
not operate on account of the shortage of manpower,

Only campgrounds 12, 1L, und L were open to the public inm 1945. In
15k6 1t was necessary to open all available cempgrounds in the Valley due
to heavy travel. During the 1945 semson a total of LO,L96 peeple camped
in the park as ocompared with 13,700 the previcus yesr. The highest camp
count in 19UL6 wes 7,500 on May 30.
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Due to the shortege of mempower snd en extremely difficult laber
situation it has not been possible toc meintein the campground rest
rooms up to prewsr standerds of cleanliness,

During the summer of 19L5 cempground rangers conduoted illustrsted
progrems at Osmp 1L each Wednesday snd Seturdey evening in lieu of
restricted naturalist persomnel. Throughout June 19h6 neturslist pro-
gramas were resumed on the same schedule with the sssistence of campe
ground rengers. The attendance has averaged about 1,000 people each
night '

L4

There was a heavy demsnd from organisstions such as Boy Scouts for
camping space in Camp 9. Many such groups were urged to take advantage
of beautiful outlying sress inatead of cemping under more crowded condi-
tions in the Velley.

During the summer of 1645 1 permenent rengers menned the entrance
stations, protected the perk, and sssisted thousands of visitors despite
limived persomnel. By the end of the fiscal year there were 20 permanent
- rangers. Iwo resigned, one retired, and another transferred, while two
rangers returned from militery or war service,

: During the war maturalist sctivity wes limited to & minimum. Omly
two men constituted the staff., Nevertheless the Museum was kept cpen
daily from eight %o five o'clock, and during the fall and winter s talk
wes given in the geology room every day at 10 m.ms Talks were given at
Yosemite Lodge each Friday st eight p.m. With the increasing trevel and
regulting demsmds of spring there were two geolegy telks each day, and
the Camp 14 program wes started on & twice weekly schedule with the
assistance of rangers. Despite the handicep of limited persomnel the
naturalists have done & splendid job. It is unfortumete that they could
not have had & more adequate steff to render more service and reach a
larger percentage of perk visitors to explain to the public the ideals
and objectives of conservation and the significunce of the park.

In eddition, naturalists cooperated by giving talks outside the
perk in comneotion with Conservation Week and geveral radio programs.

The Yosemite Natural History Asscciation cooperated in making aveil-
able to visitors a large selection of good books and publications relating
to the park. A special issue of Nature Notes, "Reptiles and Amphibians of
Yosemite Nationsl Park," written by M, V. Welker, was printed in January.
All specisal issues of Nature Notes dealing with scientific subjects pre-
sented in & populsr menner have been revised and reprinted in response to
& phenomensal demand. s
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Forestry.

Yosemite was fortunste in having little loss from ferest fires
during the pest fisesl year. Thirty-two fires burned only 2,56 acres
from July 1, 1945, to July 1, 1946. This is sn excellent record,
especially since all firepusrds were boys of high school age. There
were no serious building fires.

: Blister rust work progressed with the aid of boys recruited from
high schools. At lesst half of the foremen were high school instructors.
lagt summer a oamp at Wewona and another at Crane Flet employed at their
peak about workers, At the close of the figeal year four LO-man
camps were in operation, and another st Sugsr Pine Pass will soon be
ready for ocoupancy. The bligter rust control program was greatly bene-
fited by buildings and equipment soquired from the Bavel Hospitel and
from the Army Signal Corps Camp et Wawons.

- Inseot control work continmved in accessible aress during the winter
and spring. Esteblishment of a camp st Carl Inn will meke it possible
to work areas which have not been covered ginve the disoontinuence of the
C.C.C. According to the Bureau of Entomology, Yosemite shows lighter
losses from insects while surrounding forests have suffered heavier losses
during the war, ,

Little was accomplished in fire hagard reduction and viste clearing
during the past year on account of shortege of menpower snd appropriations.

Accidents to Equipment.

Ap a result of an electrical storm, together with the wear of meny
years of service, both genmerators at the powerhouse burned out last fall.
The units had to be dismentled and sent to Sen Francimeo for rewinding.
This and other repairs resulbed in the complete shutdown of the powerhouse
and made it necessary to purchage electricity over e period of several
monthse,

The large transformer at Glacier Point was demaged by lightning and
was replaced early in the spring with some difficulty due bo snow condi-
tions. k

(nly the mest urgent comstruotion and meintenance projects could be
carried on during the past figecal yesr. Several log trail bridges were
replaced, and the waghout on the Wewona Hoad nesr South Entrance, which
negessitated & detour during the war, was repaired by inmstellation of a
90=inch (diemeter) culvert.

The Park Engineer made an extensive study in order to plan the
accomplishment of work left undone for the past four yeers.
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The abandonment of the Yosemite Valley Railroad on August 27, 1945,
hag added further to the traffic problem in the Valley and en the high-
way from Nerced by adding huge truck-trailers now necessary for hauling
produce and supplies.

| Removel of the railroad made it necessary to move the road oil heet-
ing plant from El Portel to Yosemite Valley, where it will be set up at
the quarry site. : 1

Hospitsl.

The National Park Service continued te operste the W. B, Lewis
Memorial Hospital throughout the fall of 1945, but the return of
Dr. Avery E. Sturm ss contract physicisr relieved the Service of this
responsibility on December 1. Dr. Sturm now hes a splendid staff of
nurses and an agslistent doector to render excellent service. We have
found Dr. Sturm very sooperative and of grest assistance towsrd mintain.
ing better health in the community. ¥e has teken a preat interest in
~ keeping down epidemiocs by inoculation end vaocinstion,

Westher.

In genersl, weather conditions were normal during the year. Raine
fall for the year totaled 39.06 inches es compared with a normal of
4.1l inches. The mmow pack in the higher elevations on April 1 wes
about 98 per cent of the aversge for the past 15 years.

The first heavy snowstorm of the fall gesson ceme early snd closed
the Tioge Woad on Ooctober 29, #nowfall in the Valley atarted November 7,
and the Big Oak Flat and Glacier Point reads were closed on that day.
The greatest snow depth in the Valley wes on Msrch %0, when 16 inches
covered the ground. The lowest temperature wes on February 5, whem the
thermometer hit 11 degrees.

Snow conditions at Badger Pass were good all winter from November 15
until April 20 with smow depths renging from 17 to 100 inches.

Warm, sunny westher im April end my melted the snow earlier then
ususl, and the Big Oak Flat road was opened on April 29, and the Tioge
road on June 8.

Accidents.

Skiing continued %o cause more sceoidents than any other activity,.
There were 112 people given first sid by rangers at Badger Pass. There
were four automobile sceidents involving serious injury, but no one was
killed. Two lost their lives through drowning, end eight died in the
park from mbturel causes. No injuries from bears were reported during
the past year,
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On February 13, 1946, Willism P, Jacobs, age 26, Boston, Massachu-
sotts, was found by rangers, after an exhsustive search, near s ski
trail oust of Badger Puss. Jacobs was logt for 11 days without food or
- fire. He had meneged to survive through discovery of a first-aid tobeg-
gan which wes equipped with bedding and mettress pad.

The near loss of life of Jaocobs brought closer to us the need for
added safety devices to aid in protecting the lives of winter visitors.
Howly developed srmy equipment may partially scolve a serious problem and
enable rengers to cover wide aress of snow covered country guickly and
economicslly to effect rescue.

Fishing improved slightly during the war peried, but presemt hatch~
ery facilities can not keep pace with the increasing numbers of fishermen
during the coming years.

The fish eﬁgm for the sesson totaled 943,960, of which 559,470 were -
Rainbow, 217, Bagtern Brook, and 166,650 Loch Leven.

e itw »

On August 15 and 16 Congressmen John J. Roomey of New York and Jed
Johnson, Oklahome, members of the House Interior Appropriations Subcom-
mitten, visited Yesemite and delved into concessioner contracts.

Senator James B. Murrey of lontens snd Semator Homer Z. Capehart of
Indiens, members of the Senante Committee on Smmll Business, visited
Yosemite with a group between heerings in near by cities.

During Cotober 1945 Warner Brothers Studios msde background scenes
for a film, "Escape Me Never,” starring Errol Flypnn and Ida Lupine.

During the year Yosemite was visited by an unuswally large musber
of technically treined men from foreign countries. A number of these
were from Chine; others were from South Americe, Indis, end Australia.
Several were deeply interested in the Netionel Park Ides end hoped to
stimulate interest in the conservation of ocubtstanding examples of their
nations' scenery upon their return home.

Jemes Perry Wilson, artist, end Raelph H, de Lucis, museun prepera-
tor, were in Yosemite early in June for meterials for a coyote group for
the Hall of North Americen Memmals in the American Museum of Natural
History of New York. The background will consist of a large painting of
Valley View.

In conclusion, the past fiscsl year hae been difficult, but park
values remein intact. Incressing travel with ite aceompenying demands
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requires constent vigilance and careful planning in order to protect
the park snd preserve s cathedrsl-like stmosphere,

To add to difficulties there was an acubte shortage of funds to
maintain the park in anything like prewar standards. Manpowsr wag dif-
fioult to obtein, end the quality of menpower iz still most discourag-
ing., Omne reason that we could not cbbein men wes on account of their
living in idleness under unemployment insurance.

The Yosemite Park and Curry Co. has hed the seme difficulty in
rebuilding an organization of effective employees., Since they have
incressed wages to some extent, they will probably have less trouble
interesting the right type of worker. Their problem is complicated by
the fact thet universities from which they secure student help are not
out until the early pert of Jume sg a rule, end they are confronted with
& heavy demand for services in labte May.

The national parks contain the finest remnants of what was once the
great American wildermess. These priceless bite of netursl scenic and
solentific wonderland are a mational heritage increasing in value with
each year's expansion of industrisal life. The Nationel Park Service must
carry out its trust tc conserve end meke scoessible for the benefit and
inspiration of sll the people the irreplscesble pational resources in the
National Park System.

(s6D.) FRANK A, EITTREDGE
Frenk 4. Kittredge,
Superintendent.
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FISCAL YBAR 1gké&

In wartime, as in psacetime, the preservation of & priceless part
of twe natursl scenic vonders of Americe snd meking it accessible to
the jeople were uppermst in Yosemite during the past fiscal yeer. The
park's natural velues mere safeguarded from the threat of grasing. The
foreits of the park wre not inveded for timber, and the careful use of
camping areas by milfary comvoys had no visible effect on the vegete-
tion of the park.

The past year As been a perioed of recanversion with all of the
aifficult problems nvolved in the transition from wartime to pescetime.
¥o somer hed the domic bomb smoke cleared over Hirosghima, or the ink
dried on Japants arrender papers, but Yosemite was confromted with
pescetime demandson & wartime budget. Automobiles sterted rolling inte
the park frem aljdirections. Travel hungry Americans sought the relaxa-
tion snd inspirsion of the mountains.

Travel ros o & third more than during the peak travel year of 1gLl
snd consistent] followed this trend until summer when the percentage of
incresse droppd considerably. ‘

During ©e anxious months following V-J Day most of our pergonnel
who were in¢he armed forces returned., The park has rigidly adhered to
the Directs''s policy to return these veterans to the same positions they
occupied pfore the wer and in meny onses to the same houses in which
they had.ived.

ogniging that the LOehow week requires additiomal persommel, we
yironted with & oritical need for more houses, the character and
of which will heve an important bearing on the morale and effi-

The wse of the Alwmhmee Hotel as & Naval hospital ended December 15
19g. W muber of patients deriving benefit fram comvalescence in i
YogemiV 4repped repidly during the fall months from 500 to 700 during the



mmer. Following decommissioning there was & long period of litigation
or the rental fee for use of the property by the Navy., During those
mthe nothing could be sccomplished toward reconditioning the building
£ public use. Hence, it will not be in use again until late fall this
yr at the esarliest.

During the summer months of 1945 about 200 men per month benefited
fa training given at the Wawone Army Signal Corps Camp from Camp
Ppdale, Fresno, under commend of Colonel Willism H. MacDonald, During
t winter a small custodial orew of men remeined at this camp, and this
sing the camp, together with much valuable equipment, was turned back
tthe National Paerk Service.

The nusber of military personnel emtering the park was 47,677 as
smred with 33,847 the previous yesar,

Pate lands.

The proposed construction of & power line to serve residents of
Sdon 35, Wawona; the impending cutting of timber on private lends at
An Valley; the possibility that White Wolf property mey be sold %o a
chh group for a summer camp; and the pressure of owners of private
prrty at Poresta for use of the cut-off to the Big Oak Flat Road --
alirect attention to the private lend problem in Yosemite,

wg Use.

The skiing season hit an all time high for popularity last winter,
A nl of 81,770 people visited Bedger Pass as compared with 24,600 last
yeand 71,000 during the previous record winter of 1940-4l. During the
skg season, December to April, inclusive, 105,832 people entered the
e i

Rangers gave firsteaid treatment to 112 skiers at Badger Pass during
theason, Many of these cases were broken legs or ankles or severely
toligaments and required the use of the rescus toboggan. ,

[he skating rink at the Camp Curry perking area was operated without
che most of the winter when weather permitted. The toboggan slide did
nofperate on account of the shortege of manpower,

Sug.

1y campgrounds 12, 1, and L were open to the public im 1945, In
19l itwg necessary to open all available cempgrounds in the Valley due
to pav travel. Durimg the 1945 season s total of LO,L9Y6 people camped
in the hrc as compared with 13,700 the previous year, The highest camp
pounst INAghS was 7,500 on May 30,

YOSEM LS aaliw.oha vad,
CALIFORNIA



Due to the shortage of manpower and an extremely difficult laber
situation it has not been possible to maintein the campground rest
rooms up to prewar gtandards of cleanliness,

During the swmmer of 1945 cempground rangers conducted illustrated
progrems at Camp 1l each Wednesday and Seturdey evening in lieu of
restricted maturalist persommel. Throughout June 1546 naturelist pro-
grams were resumed on the same schedule with the assistance of camp-
ground rengers. The attendance has averaged about 1,000 people each

There was & heavy demand from organizations such as Boy Scouts for
camping space in lamp 9. Many such groups were urged to take advantage
of beautiful outlying areas mm& of camping under more crowded condi-
tions in the Valley.

2 nger ,A@ vy e

 During the summer of 19L5 Ui permanent rangers manned the entrance
stations, protected the park, and assisted thousands of visitors despite
limited pergomnnel., By the end of the fiscal year there were 20 psrmenent
rangers. Two resigned, one retired, and ancther transferred, while two
rangers returned from military or war service.

Naturalist Activity.

During the wear maturalist mtm.w was limited to & minmm. Only
twe men congtituted the staff, Nevertheless the Huseum was kept open
daily from eight to five o'clock, end during the fall end winter s talk
was given in the geology room every day at 10 a.ne Talks were given at
Yosemite Lodge each Friday at eight p.m. With the increasing travel and
resulting demsnds of gpring there were two geology talks each day, and
the Camp 14 program wes started on & twice weekly schedule with the
assistance of rangers. Despite the handicsp of limited personmnel the
maturalists have done & splendid job. It is unlortunate that they could
not heve had & more adequate gtalf to render more service and reach a
larger percentage of park visitors to explain to the public the ideals
and objectives of conservation and the significance of the park.

In sddition, naturaliste coopersted by giving talks outside the
park in connection with Congervation Week and several radio programs.

Yosemite latural History Agsociation.

The Yosemite Natural Histery Association cooperated in making aveil-
able to visitors s large selection of good books snd publications relating
to the park. A special issue of Kw&wo liotes, "Reptiles and Amphibians of
Yosemite Netional Park,” written by ¥, V. Walker, was printed in January,
“All special issues of Nature Haﬁu m:.mg with wﬁ.autﬁ.ﬁa sub jects pre-
sented in u popular manmer have been revised and reprinted in response teo

& phenomenal demand,
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mtgm.

~ Yosemite was fortunate in having nwu loss from forest fires
during the pest fisce)l year., Thirty-two fires burned only 2,56 acres
from July 1, 1945, te July 1, 1946. This is an excellent record,
especially since all fireguards were boys of high school ages There
were nc serious building fires. s

© . Blister rust work progressed with the aid of boys recruited from
high schools. A%t least half of the foremen were high school instructors.
lagt summer s camp at Wawena and anocther at Crene Flet employed at their
peak about 200 workers. At the close of the fiscal year four LO-man
camps were in operation, and ancther at Sugar Pine Pass will soon be
ready for ocoupancy. The blister rust control progrem was greatly bene-
fited by buildings and equipment acquired from the Havel Hospital and

from the Army Signal Corps Cemp at Wawons.

‘ Insect control work continued in sccessible areas during the winter
and spring. Establishment of & cemp at Carl Inn will make it possible

to work areas which have not been covered since the discontinuance of the
- 0.C.C. According to the Bureau of Entomology, Yosemite shows lighter
losses from insects while surrounding forests have suffered heavier losses
during the war. :

Little was eaccomplished in fire hagard redustion and viste clearing
during the past year on sccount of shortage of menpower snd appropriations.

Aceidents to Hquipment,

Ag & result of an electrical storm, together with the wear of wmany
years of service, both genmerators at the powsrhouse burned out last fall.
The units had to be dismntled and sent to Sen Francisee for rewinding.
This and other repairs resulted in the complete shutdown of the powerhouse
and mede it necessary to purchage electricity over a period of several
months,

The large transformer at Glacier Point was damaged by lightning and
was replaced early in the spring with some diffioculty due to suow condi-
tions.

Only the most urgent construction and maintenance projects could be
carried on during the past fiscal yesr, Several log trail bridges were
replaced, and the waghout on the Wewona Koad near South Entrance, which
necessitated a detour during the war, was repaired by installation of &
90einch (diemeter) culvert,

The Park Engineer made an extensive study in order to plan the
acoomplishment of work left undone for the past four years.
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Yosemite Valley Railroad.

The abandonment of the Yosemite Velley Railroed on August 27, 1945,
has added further to the traffic problem in the Valley and on the highe
way from Merced by adding huge truck-trailers now necessery for hauling
produce and gupplies.

Removel of the reilroad mede it necessary to move the road oil heat-
ing plant from El Portal to Yosemite Valley, where it will be set up at
the quarry site. : | .

Hos gﬁﬂ; »

The Fationsl Park Service continued to operete the W. B. Lewis
Memorial Hospital throughout the fall of 1945, but the return of
Dr, Avery E. Sturm sas contract physicier relieved the Service of this
responsibility on December 1., Dr. Sturm now has a splendid staff of
nurses and an assistant dootor te render excellent service., We have
found Dr. Sturm very cooperative and of great assistance towerd meintain-
ing better health in the comrmunity. ¥e has taken a great interest in
keeping down epidemics by inowmlation end vaccination,

Weather.
[ CmE—

In general, weather conditions were normal during the year. Rain-
fall for the year totaled 39,006 inches ss compared with a normsl of
3Ll inches. The snow pack in the higher elevations on April 1 was
about 98 per cent of the aversge for the past 15 years.

The first heavy snowstorm of the fall semson ceame early and closed
the Tiogs Road on October 29. Snowfall in the Valley started November 7,
and the Big Oak Flat and Glacier Point roads were closed on that day,
The greatest snow depth in the Valley was on March 30, when 16 inches
covered the ground. 7The lowest tempersture was on Pebruery S, when the
thermometer hit 11 degrees. »

Snow conditions at Badger Pass were good all winter from November 15
until April 20 with smow depths ranging from 17 to 100 inches,

Warm, sunny westher in April end May melted the smow earlier than
usual, end the Big Oak Plat road was opened on fpril 29, and the Tioge
road on June 8,

Accidents.

Skiing continued to cause more accidents than any other activity,
There were 112 people given first aid by rangers at Badger Pass. There
were four automobile soccidents invelving serious injury, but no one was
killeds Two lost their lives through drowming, and eight died in the
park from maturel causes. Ne injuries from bears were reported during
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On Februery 13, 1946, William P. Jacobs, age 26, Boston, Massachu-
sotts, was found by rengers, after an exhaustive search, near a ski
trail east of Badger Pass. Jacobs was lost for 11 days without food or
fires He had menaged to survive through discovery of a first-aid tobog-
gan which wes equipped with bedding and mattress pad,

The mear loss of life of Jacobs brought closer to us the need for
added safety devices to aid in protecting the lives of winter visitors.
Nowly developed srmy eguipment may pertially solve a gerious problem and
enable rengers to cover wide sress of snow covered country quickly and
economicelly to effect rescue.

Fishing improved slightly during the war peried, but present hatch~
ery facilities ocan not keep pace with the increasing numbers of fishermen
during the coming years.

The fish plant for the sesson totaled 943,960, of which 559,470 were
Rainbow, 217,840 Eagtern Brook, and 166,650 Loch Leven.

Special Visitors.

On August 15 and 16 Congressmen John J. Reomey of New York and Jed
Johnson, Oklahoms, members of the House Interior Appropriations Subcom-

mittee, visited Yosemite and delved into concessioner contracts.

Senator James B. Murray of Montans and Semator Homer Z. Capehart of
Indians, members of the Senmate Committee on Smmll Buginess, visited
Yosemite with & group between hearings in near by cities.

During October 1945 Warner Brothers Studios made background scenes
for a film, "Escape Me Never," starring Errcl Flynn and Ida Lupine.

During the year Yosemite was visited by an unusually large mumber
of technieally trained men from foreign countries. A number of these
were from Chime; others were from South Americs, India, snd Australia.
Several were deeply interested in the Wational Park Ides and hoped to
stimulate interest in the comservation of cutstanding exemples of their
mations® scenery upon their return home, :

James Perry Wilgon, artist, and Relph H, de Lucis, museum prepara-
tor, were in Yosemite early in June for materials for a coyote group for
the Hall of North American Mammals in the Americen Museum of Natural
History of New York. The background will consist of a large painting of
Valley View,

Postwar Summary.
In conclusion, the past fiscal year has been difficult, but park
values remain intect. Incressing travel with its acecompenying demands
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requires constent vigilance end careful plamning in order to proteet
the park and preserve a cathedral-like gmaghara.

To add %o difficulties there was an scute shortage of fumds to
maintain the park in anything like prewar standards. Menpower wag dif-
ficult to obtain, end the qual ity of menpower is still most discourag-
ing. One reason that we could not cbtein men was on account of their
living in idleness under umemployment insurance, :

The Yosemite Park and Curry Co. has had the same difficulty in
rebuilding an organization of effective employees. Since they have
inerensed wages to some extent, they will probably have less trouble
~interesting the right type of worker., Their problem is complicated by
the fact that universities from which they secure student help are not
out until the early part of June as a rule, end they are confronted with
& heavy demand for services in late May.

- The national parks contain the finest remnants of what was once the
great American wilderness. These priceless bits of natursl scenic and
seientific wonderland are a national heritage increasing in velue with
each year's expansion of industrial life. The Netional Park Service must
carry out its trust to conserve and make accessible for the benefit and
inspiration of all the people the irreplaceable nationsl resources in the
Naticnal Park System.

Fremk 2, Kittredge,
Superintendent.

YOSEMITE NATIOSAL PARK,
OALIFORNIA
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réime, ss in m&ﬁim, the proa af & priceless w&
of the mw gﬁm&a wonders of M&m m& malking 1t ¢

the peopls ppermoet io Yosemite during the past m yosr. The
prk's mm:i Mﬁn wore MWM m m ﬁf mm The
tion of m wi:.

Mﬂﬁﬁ ;am}m imlm ia m Mﬁm
Ko soomer mm;m m cleared WWW»& m dnk

gm,m, #m m msz :w m the

m m in m m fwﬂﬁ m Wk m r&g:miy aﬁm&& tﬁ
tirector's policy te return mﬁs vebersns o the sawe positions they
W&Ww%ﬁwm@mmmﬁt in which

Mﬁﬁ
they bad lived.

afronted w&ﬁ: 8 mm; m& m nore m«, %&a mm and
m @2‘ msm ﬁn mw sn Luportant besring on the morsle snd effi-
clency of our smplayes

The use of the Almmimee Yobel ae & Haval hospitsl ended Des 5
3&& ﬁmmﬂwaf&%mh%&ﬁ@aﬁmﬁgmm@@waa-w




summer. Following decommissioning there was a long period of litigetion
over the rental fee i‘wmaﬁ*&#wwwm Huvy. During those
months nothing could be sccomplished toward reconditioning the building
for public use. Henoe, it will pot be in use sgain until late fall this

During the susmer months of 1945 about 200 men
mmg given st the ¥awone Army Sigmal Corps
nedale, Fresno, under commend of Colonel Willism H. ¥Macho
mm & small custodial orew of men remeined at ﬁ:m aw, and m:
spring the camp, together with much valuable equipment, was turned back
to the Hational Park Service.

The number of militery personnel entering the park was L7,677 us
sompared with 33,847 the previous yesr.

rivate lands.

The proposed construction of a power line to serve residents of
Section 35, VWewone; m Wﬁx@ cutting of timber on privete lends at
Aspen Valley; the poesibility thet White Wolf property mey be sold to &
n!mrah group for s summer cemp; end the pressure of cwners of private

at Foresta for use of the cut-off to the Big Oak Flat Foad «-
all direct attention to the private land problem in Yosemite.

The skiing season hit sn sll time high for popularity last winter.
& total of 81,770 people visited Budger Pass as compared with 24,600 last
year snd 74,000 awm the previous record winter of 1940-4l. During the
' ecember to April, imclusive, 105,832 people entered the

Hangers gave firsteaid trestment to 112 skiers at Dadger Fass during
m am. Wax‘ Mm gages were broken legs wmma or severely
nte end required the use of the rescus tobopp

The skating rink at the m;a@nrryparMammwmmﬂw
oharge most of the winter when mﬁwr mm The toboggsn slide did
not operate on aocount of the shortage of manpower

(nly campgrounds 12, 1, snd L were open to the public in 1945. Im
15kb 1t was jeury to open all available cempgrounds in tn the Valley due
to heavy mx. During the 1945 season a total ofhe.h%mm cemped
in the park as compared with 1%,700 the previous yesr. The highest ceamp
count igi%éms 7,500 on May 30.




) Dus to the ghortage of mampower and sn extremely diffiocult lsber
situation it has not been possible w mm the cempground rest
rooms up to W standards of cleanli

™ pground rangers conducted illustrated
rograms ab W m sach m«aﬂy m &w&w evening in lieu af
W were mmé on the m wiﬁh ’ﬁhﬁ usiam of W‘
‘ ttendance huu averaged about 1,000 people each

Mc‘ ; maméy

i‘rm orgenisations such as Boy Scouts for

space in Cemp such groups were urged to take advantage
of beautiful cutlying a-mg mmg of ocmmpi
tions in the Valley.

ng under mors crowded condi-

mm robeotead m M and &sa&zw thoussnds of visiwrs éﬁ;;ita
limited gsrml. By the end of the fiscal year %hm"a wore 20 permagent
rangers. 1Iwo resigned, one retired, and sncther transferred, while two
rengers returned from military or war service.

During the war meturslist activity was limited to s minbmum. Only
twe men oonstitubed the staff. Nevertheless the Museum was kept open
deily from eight to five o'eleck, and during the fll sand winter s uxx:
wes given in the wla@rmmm@y st 10 a.ms Telks wore given at
Yosemite Iﬁé&& ngah Fridsy st eight p.m. With the inoreasing travel snd
resulting demsnds of gprimg mra wore twe gwology talks each day, sand
the Camp My program wes started on & twice weskly schedule with the
sssistance af angers. Uespite the handicep of limited persomel the
naturslists have Mw & gplendid job. It is unfortumte that they could
not MMawm&éﬂmﬁﬁ gtalf to render more service and reach s
larger peroentage @f M viai%m to explain to the public the ideals
end ahjmﬁim of conservation and the significunecs of the park.

In aﬁﬁﬁm, amxzm coepersted by giviw talks cutside the
park in conneoti. ongervation Week end several radio programs.

The Yosemibte Natural ﬁim Association cooperated in mking aveil-
able %o visitors & large selectlon of good ham m gubiimﬁm nl&tng
to the park. 4 speoial issus of K&tw Hotes, "He ‘ :
Yosenmite Mationel Park,™ writton by ¥. V. | > pr :
411 special issues of lHabure lNotes &mling wﬂﬁa scientifio m&m yw
sented in & populsr manner have been revised and reprimted in response to
& phencmensl demand.




Yosemite was fortunste in heving little loss from ferest fires
during the pest fiscel year. Thirty-two fires burned only 2.56 aores
from July 1, 1945, to July 1, 1946. This is sn excellent record,

mx;mmfmmmmmwg of high school age. There
were no sericus building fires.

Blister rusgt work progressed with the aid of boys recruited from
high schools, At least helf of the foremen were high school imstructors.
lagt sunmor s onmp &t Wawona and sanother st Orane Flet employed at their
peak sbout 200 workers. At the close of the fiseal ysar four
camps were in operation, and another st Suger Pime Fess will wwhﬁ
m@r for wwm The %MMr rust control WW e grm‘kzy bene~

ntinued in sccessible aress during the winter
pring ﬁf & cemp st Carl Imn will meke it w#ﬂa&a
o m amx ﬁh&@ h&w not been covered since the discontinuence of the
€.0.C. Acoording to the Buresu of Enbomology, Yosemite ﬂam 1s.m
lomses from insects while surrounding forests have suffered heavier losses
during the war. :

Little wes accomplished in firve hasgard méuw;tm and vigts clearing
during the past year on account of shortege of manpowsr snd apprepriations.

As & result of an electrical storm, ﬁagm with ﬁm woar of meny
years of service, both generators at the powerhous ‘
The units had o be dismsntled sand gent % m mam for rewind
This and other mp.in resulted in the complete shutdown of the mrmﬁa
and mede it necessary te purchesge e};mﬁmy over & period of several
monthe.

The lerge transformer at GClacier Point wes émﬁ by lightning end
wag roplaced early in the spri
tionsg.

ng with some 4iffioulty due to smow condi-

(nly the met urgent oonstruction and msintensnce projects could be
carried on during the past mm yeur. Wa& lagmilmmsm
replaced, snd the weghout on the Wewons Hosd near Souwth Emtrance, which
necessitated & m during the war, was repaired by imlhﬁim of &
Y0winoh (dismeter) culvert.

m Mmiwmmmmu study in order to plsnu the
ooomplishment of work left undone for the pust four yeers.




Yosemite Valley Reilresd.

The abandonment of the Yosemite Valley Rallroad on August 27, 19k5,
mmww the traffic problem in the Valley end on the high~
way {rom Mereed by adding huge truck-trailers now necessary for hauling
produce and supplies.

Hemovel of the railroad mede it necessery to move the reed oil heat-
ing plant from El Portal %o Yosemite mw, whers it will be set up at
the gquerry site.

Hospitsel.

The Natlonal Park Service con fnued %o operste the ¥. B. Lewis
al Hospital zsmmaﬁ the fall of 1945, but the return of

: w.smmmgamwmﬁ‘w
nurses and sn muumﬁ éaawr to render exoellent service. Ve lhave
found Dr. Sturm very aeaysmﬁiw and of W@ &sﬁm towerd mmm
ing better mal& in the compun! *ﬁy reat o8

£011 for the yeur Sotaled 59.06 inchas as compared Wit
ﬁuﬁ&m %memkiam&wﬁnmﬁmw&wﬂlm
about 90 per cent of the aversge lor the past 15 years.

The firgt heavy snowgtorn @f‘ the fall gesgon veme esrly and olesed
the Tiops Fomd on i inowfell in the Velley sterted Rovember 7,
mﬁ. the &g Oak Flat m &Siseiw ?&iﬁ& roeds were closed on that day.
: m depth in the Mﬁy wes on March 30, when 16 inches
eround. The lowest tempersture was on FPebrusry 5, when the

: Bedger Pess were pood all winter from Hovember 15
mx& ﬁgﬁl % with snow m}m ranging from 17 to 100 inches.

Viarm, sumny weather in April snd ¥ey melted the snow esrlier than
usual, end the Hig Oak Plat road was opensd on fpril 29, snd the Tioge

Skiing continued o cause more amiﬁmg than any other activity.
There were m people given first sid by rengers st Badger Pass. There
wore four autemobile accidents invelving am‘iwa injury, but no one was
killed. Two lost their lives through drowming, and eight died in the
mk from mturel csuses. No injuries f?m hmm were reported during

mﬁm




On February 13, 19L46, William P. Jaccbe, age 26, Boston, Massachu-
sotts, was found by rangers, after an exhmustive search, neer a ski
trail east of Badger Paas. Jacobs wus loat for 11 days without food or
fire. He had maneged to survive through discovery of & first-sid tobog-
gen which wes equipped with bedding and mattress ped.

The neer loss of life of Jaocbs brought &mr%mmmﬂfw
sdded safety devices to sid in protecting the lives of winter visitors.
Hewly developed srmy squipment sey pertislly solve & serious problem and
enable wu to cover wide sress of snow covered mm&ry guickly and
REBYEIH NN % m reasCug.

P mproved slightly during the war peried, w& preseut hatch-
ery mxuﬁm m m& keep pace with the immm nurbey 10!
during the coming ysars.

The fish plant for the season totaled 942,560, of which 559,470 were
mg &?g BLC &m %ﬂ&; and 1%;3% Loch lLeven.

- mmﬁxﬁsxﬁﬁmmﬁmé. fiooney of Wew York and Jed
Jchngon, Oklshome, mexbers of the Houge Interior Appropristions Subcom~
am, ?isi%ad i’mmi% end delved into concessioner sonbracts.

Senstor James E. Mwray of Honbane snd Senmator Homer ré ¢
Indiens, members of the Semate C i tee on Sy ll Mwm, ?mm
Yonemite with & proup between m&wa in near by cities.

faring Ootober 1545 Warner Brothers Studics sede backeroumd scauas
for & f&:m, "Epcape Me Never,” starring Errel Flymn and Ids Lupine

Daring the year Yosemite was vigited by an unususlly large mmber
of technioally tralned men from foreign countries. A number of these
were from Chine; others were from Houth Ameriecs, Indie, snd Australis.
feveral were ﬁuyﬁy interested in the Wational Mk Idea and hoped to
stimulate interest in the comservation of cutstunding sxamples of their
nabions' goensry upcn their return home.

James Perry Wilgon, srtist, snd Ralph H. de Lucia, museun prepara-
tor, were in Yosemite esrly in June for materisls for a coyobe group for
m mx ef Yorth Americen mh in the Americen Musesum of Hatural

nokground will consist of a lurge painting of

of Now York., The I
mm View.

In ﬁmxm&‘ the gsﬁ m@; yaaz‘ m Mfi@ﬂﬁ, but park

wbyw



requires congbent vigilance and careful plamning in order to protect
the park end preserve a cathedral-like stmosphers.

To add difficulties there was &n aoube ﬁwm@n at m te
maintain the park in snything like prewar stendards. MHanpows i
ficult to obtain, and the gmlity of manpower is still wa‘& discourag
ing. 9ne reasgon that we could not cbtein men wms on sogount of ish»ir
living in idleness under unemployment insurance,

The Yosemite Park and Curry Co. has had the ssme diffioculty in
mwmm an organization of effective employees. Since they have
wressed wages to some extent, they will probebly have less trouble
wmmzag ﬁam right type of worker. Their problem is complicated by
the fact thet universities from which they seocure student help are not
out until the early pert of Jume sg a rule, end they areo confronted with
& heavy demand for services in late Hay.

m mﬁm& parks contain the Pinest remnants of whet wms onve the
grest Americen wilderness. mw priceless hi‘&g af netural scenic and
selentific wm&ww are s mational heritage incressing in velue with
ench yesr's expansion of industrial life. The Hatlomel Park Service must
wm&nmm songerve and mke scoevssible for the benefit end
inspiration of sll the peopie the irreplaceabls mationsl rescurces in the
Estionsl Perk System.

Frank &, ﬁW@:
Superintendent.



HEADINGS

1, TRAVEL
A. Unprecedented numbers presented both opportunity and a challenge
B. Facilities, Gov't and Co. run down during war years
C. Lack of adequate personnel to properly maintain sanitary facilities, etec.

{ PEN
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2. PRIVATE LANDS
A, Tax delinguent lots at Foresta offered for sale

B. Number of new homes built or under construction at Wawona, Foresta, etc.
C. Cooperation of Isaac Walton League, Sierra Club, etec.

3. DEVELOFMENT WORK, CC. AND GOV'T, TO ACCOMMODATE INCRFASING NUNBERS.
A, Ahwahnee Hotel Ne new campgrounds
B. Wawona Hotel

4, LABOR RELATIONS
A. Tension eased by adoption of new wage scale
B. Increased activity of Teamsters Union, culminating in election

5. BEFFECT OF LIMITED APFROFRIATIONS

A, Shortage of rangers meant stations kept open all night, less control.
B. Poor maintenance of museum facilities, shortage of trained help.

C. Vandalism not serious, but worse than wbhuld have been the case with
more adequate patrol.

D. Increasded cost of per diem labor rates as well as cost of materials
(™™ d g ",e oo w i;\ po 8, SNl § J éﬁ‘ : ‘ar""&}u ’."’fﬁ.-'f{ g o 4':
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HEADINGS FOR MATERIAL FOR DIRECTOR'S ANNUAL REPORT

(due in virector's Office June 5)

®
1. Tremendous increase in travel and its impact on facilities run down
: rented accommodations .
during the war years. Lack of adequate # . and camping areas to accommodate

unprecedented number of visitors. lack of adequate personnel to properly maintain
sanitary facilkties for visitors.

2. Skyrocketing of values of private lands in and adjoining the Park.

New owners ét Wawona, number of new homes built or under eonstruction. Sale of
tex delinquent lots at Foresta and elsewhere by Eﬁriposa County. Cooperation of
Isaac Walton league, Sierra Club, etc.

5. ©Small amount of development during past year by Y.P. C. Co. to accommodate
increasing numbers of visitors. Opening of the Ahwahnee Fotel relieved to some
extent severe criticism by public of antequated Lodge cabin facilities. Wofk
on butane system for reopening of Wawona on June 12 {after the big Memorial Day
rush) Opening of Big Trees Lodge and Glacier Point Hbtel May 28 and June 6
respectively - several weeks after considerable public demand.

4, Brief history of labor difficulties in Company operations, culminating
in election re whether or not Teamsters Union would cerve as bargaining agent
for all Schedule 1 employees of Y.P.C. Co.

'5. Limited appropriations and its effect on park administration

a. shortage of rangers meant stations open all night, less control
over park travel, possible loss to gov't in revenue, etc.

b. vandalism not serious, but more extensive than it would have
been had there been more ranger patrol

¢. poor maintenance of museum facilities, lack of adequate interpret-
ation to add to vigitors understanding as well as educatlon

along conservation lines.
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; June 12, 1916

MEMORANDUM for All Field Offices.

will be permitted the Service this ysar in the Secretary's Ammual Repor
is necessary now to make gll possible advance preparations for the writi
the Director's revnort to the Secretary. Mr. Drury wanbs the report, when
is prepared, to devote considerable space to important field events and dqve
opments.

Although we have not yet been told by the Department what amount of bpaii//f

UPERINT -
SS'T SUP
fieF CLEAK - oo
__PARK ENGINEER .|

: ‘__,P:\F;I\ NATURALIST -
Previous annual reports from the superintendents and cusbodians have|foBIBERNEL --------
their way to this Office at varying intervals after the close of the fiscwl ““W”EF” """""
year. Many of them have been too late to be considered at all in the prej
tion of the annual report; many others have been so long that there was ndb:
sufficient time to analyze them and select the really significant portions
their contents.

Tn order to facilitate the work of preparing the Director's annual repor

for 1946, the superintendents and custodians are requested to follow this [nramr. 7
cedure : . mgrr;;;\, CHANxc____

By reviewing your monthly reports, or otherwise, single out a few of ghe-.------s="""3
most significant events and develowments that have affected or occurred infHHUES ooy
areas of which you have charge. The actual number is left to your own judg-
ment. Under a heading which properly identifies or descmibes it, prepare a
brief, succinct account of each of these events or developments.

In addition, to meet, if necessary, a suggestion now pending for the di-
vision of the report into two main phases ~-- conservation amd burean reports --
please write a paragraph or two on conservation in the areas under your juris-
diction. If you wish to add a paragraph ewoodjln your conception of the broad
phase of conservation in the NaulOJal Park System, this alse will be appreeci-
ated. It is important that any statement the Service makes upon this subject
be based upon broad, workable principles that will stand against possible op-
position to #he basic purpose of the National Park Service.

This material should be sent te the Direeter's Office, in dupliecare, to
arrive here not later than July 15, This deadline should give each of you
ample time to review your reportgj seleet your subjeels, &d preweare bhe re=
glieshed makerial, A copy should also lLe semt o vhe Hegional Birector.

If any of you should desire to supplement the reguested material with
suggestions for the Dirceoterts annuzl report, please feel Free o do so. AlL
suggestions will be given full and careful consideration if they are received
on or before the above-named deadline date. We trust you will realize, how-
ever, that it may not be possible to use all exceptional material that may be
submitted, since our report must fit inte a framework yet to b furnished by

the Department.

heting Direchor.

0-207.01.2 Director's Annual Report. (. 15679

-
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR pplek
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Yosenite Mational Park
California

June , 3.9%74&

TRAVEL: The most sigaificant highlight of the fiscal year of 1947 was
the phenomenal increase in Yhe number of visitors who enjoyed the inspirs-
tional and pecrsatiosal bemefits of Yosemite National Park. During the war
years travel was comparatively light and there was 1little more than a skeleton
foree on dusty to adainiaster, protect snd muiniain the ares.

ywring the end of hostilities, the travel boom was on,
This yearts rate of ineremse has continued consistently about 15 to 20% ahead
of last year. Memorial Day, 1947, hit an all-time record for the largest

number of visitors to enter the Park in any one day when 19,818 people drove

in the rain %o see the avea.

The end of the 1947 fiseal yesr will likely show thst more than 710,000
visitors sntersd Yosemite, exoeeding last yearis record itravel by spproxe
imately ¥7%.

Such large numbers of enthusiastic wvacationists presented both an op-
portunity end » challenge. 7The Hational Fark Service welcomsd the many visitors,
g 414 our best to offer ithe services and fscilities which they needed in order
%o get the most from their park experience. Suech an opportunity to contribute
to the cultural life of a travel-hungry Aneriocn was unequalled. Both the
government's and Company's services wers inedequate and unsatisfactory in some
ways, but we bellieve that despite the meny handicaps isposed by lack of
sufficient appropriations, lack of materials, shortage of trained personnel,
and the limitations of the B0 hour week, a great service was rendersd.



long before the war, accommodations for the pubiic were run down or oute
moded. 7Tents, whioh should have been yeplaced by the eoncessioner many years
8go, were continued in use. ‘Uhree long outmoded units - the Lodge, store and
warehouses of the comgessionsr wers scheduled for replacexent 21 years ago.
This lack of replacement has resulted in iraffic congestion, poor service, and
verbal complaints from park visitors for many years end has introduced many
aduinistrative problems for the Natiomal Park Service.

The conversion from the stagecoach facilitles %o adequats modern plscement
of planned structures must be completed bafore eithier the Public Bervice or the
Hetional Park Service objectives can be secomplished.

The Yosemite Park and Curry Co. reopened the Ahwahnee
Hotel in December, 1946, after it had served as a naval hospital during the war.
This hotel and bungalows that are used in comnection with it serve = maximmm
house count of about 220, which is less %m 2% of the numbar of overaight
vigitors in Yosemite Valley during most of the summer season.

While the re-opening of the ihwahnee fotel does not sccommodate many
guests, it does relieve the Fark of some oriticiam heaped on the antiquated

bath cabins at the Lodge by those who can afford the rates at the Ahwahnes.

& few new teats have been purchased, but 1% is hoped that meny mdditional

toats may be erscted et Yosemite Lodge to replace those which have become
unservieable. The demand tuis year far excesds the facilities available in
accommodating visitors,

Thousands of prospecitive visitors who wrote for advance reservations were
turned away. Thousande who came without sdvance reservetions stood in line for

hours, often to be accommo

inted on & night to night basis. This srrangemen

made 1% possible to take eare of large numbers of transient visitors from all
parts of the country, and sutomaticslly spresd the use of the Park to take care

2



of more people for shorter stays.
The Wawona iotel, closed simce the start of the war, is planaing %o re-
open on June 12. This unit contains only 96 rooms and accommods

of 192 persons, hence it will mot relieve the heavy demand
to any great extent,

From last year's experience in endeavoring to earry out the Dirsctoris
stated policies with the concessioner, it seems obvious that there must be a
greater degree of cooperation on the part of the operator with the Supere
intendent, mnd & greater recognition on the part of the concessioner that all
matters pertaining to his operations sre to be tuken up with and through the
Superintendent.

nds bave been developed by the Hational Perk Serviee, and

present camping arm including

many outside of Yosemite Velley, are filled to
espacity over mmf&s‘mﬁ holidays. 4¢ the present time the Vint Plan of re-
lieving the Vglley of hebitetions, publie serviees, etc. is aﬂﬁw consideration.
If 1% should be decided later that the present general method m locations

for serving the public are %o contioue, then we must recognize the fact that

Yosesite is still funciioning under primitive developments in many respects so
far as the concessionerts services are concerned. Uantil the main facilities
are decentralived and placed off the main travelled roads, and mew and adeguate
structures provided for serving the public efficiently, there can hardly be much
relief from present congested conditions.

There is a dire need for tables in the campgrounds. We have less than half
snough for the normsl summer campers, and only a small fraction of the am:
nesded on peak days, a dems |

Over 400 camp tables were repaired and repainted in our carpenter shop

nd wa do not hope to meet.

during the past few momihs. No mew tables were comstrueted on mccount of shorte
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