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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL'APPEARANCE

This two-story red brick masonry residence was built circa 1826.
It has a true one and one-half story ell and is three bays wide and
five bays deep. It is rectangular in shape and has an "L" plan.

The front facade is Flemish bond and all other elevations are common
bond. 1Its gable roof with ridge parallel to the front facade is
covered with standing seam metal and is supported by sawn timber

- trusswork.

The house features stepped gables, molded brick cornice all round,
fanlight, and plaster lintels. 1Its one-room deep side hall plan
type is typical of townhouses of the era but uncommon to country-
houses. Interior features include elaborately carved wood mantel-
pieces, a two-flight open well staircase with turned newel post, and
a box staircase, as well as a full front basement.

Before 1890 the sashes were replaced and wainscoting and a new
floor for the dining room were added. 1In 1967 the ell porch was en-
closed with 2 x U4 wood frame and covered with aluminum. In recent
years the country road which the house faces has been expanded to a
major highway to the detriment of the integrity of the original
landscape.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .

The Samuel Cleage House, built circa 1826, is one of the best
preserved high Federal style structures in the state. It is also
one of the first brick structures built by white settlers in the
newly ceded Hiwassee District. The house was designed and built
by the notable Cleage and Crutchfield firm. Cleage's building in-
fluence stretches from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, to Fincastle
County, Virginia, to Upper East Tennessee. Through his partner,
Thomas Crutchfield, his influence spread throughout East Tennessee
and into Alabama.

The house is notable for its Flemish bond brick courses, Flemish
gables, molded brick cornice, unique proportions, side hall plan,
elaborate interior detailing, and its original imposing dominance
upon the landscape. The elevations are very similar to those of
Asher Benjamin's townhouses. Significant is the original true one
and one-half story ell.
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Tennessee, July, 1973.

The Chattanooga Times, 1/21/34; 4/10/u4l.

"Recollections and Hearsays of Athens Fifty Years and Beyond," by
J. M. Sharp, Athens, Tennessee, 1933.

"Cleage and Crutchfield - Early Tennessee Builders,™ an unpublished
paper by Joseph L. Herndon, 300 Broad Street, Bruceton,

Interview with Mrs. Penelope Johnson Allen Qf Chattanqqga, Tennessee,
historian and Cleage descendant. ' IR
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