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The Brady Cabin was built in 1892 by Jim Eaves on a 65 acre site leased

from the Chickasaw Indians 38 miles northwest of Ardmore, at Elk, Indian
Territory. The one room cabin (16'x16') was made from trees found on the
property and had a stone fireplace on the east side. Walnut trees brought
from Texas were planted around the cabin and still shade the cabin.

Sometime before 1905, 3 rooms were added constructed of board and batten
(32'x24'). The family moved from the cabin in 1905 and it was used through
the 1930s as a foreman's home. 1In the 1940s the house was unoccupied and
covered with sheet iron to preserve it. The present owner, the granddaughter
of Jim Eaves, has restored the cabin to its 1905 condition. The log
structure required only a minimum of repair, though the board and batten did
need extensive repair.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

James J. Eaves, born on February 10, 1861 in Montague County, Texas, first
entered Indian Territory as a cattle driver on the Chisholm Trail. Impressed
with the possibilities of Indian Territory, Eaves and his family decided

to leave Texas for the new land travelling in three covered wagons pulled

by six oxen each. While fording the Red River one wagon bed floated away,
but the family made it safely to Indian Territory. On December 23, 1892

the family settled 38 miles northwest of Ardmore at Elk, Indian Territory.
The family lived in the dovered wagons until Eaves felled, pelled and notched
enough trees to build a one room cabin (16'x16') with a stone fireplace

on the east side. Later 3 rooms constructed of board and batten were added
to the cabin. Eaves and his family lived in he cabin until 1905 when the
family moved to Ardmore. Eaves eventually became a prosperous rancher and
leading citizen of the Ardmore area. The cabin was used through the 1930s

as a foreman's home. The present owner, the granddaughter of James Eaves,
has restored the eabin to its appearance in 1905. The cabin with many of

the original furnishings and farm equipment will be open to the public as

a museum. The Brady Cabin is one of the few examples of pioneer architecture
depicting the way of life in Indian Territory at the turn of the century.
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