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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Glacier Ranger Station is a detached structure. The single building
floorplan has a central rectangular block with wings extending from the long
sides. It is referred to as a four room station on standard Forest Service plans.
The single story Alpine Bungalow style building is primarily of basalt masonry
construction with wood frame wings on the east and west sides. The exterior
masonry resembles shale but is thick enough to be near ashlar in appearance.
The stone has a natural rustic texture. The sections of the wall not of masonry
are sided with weatherboard. There is an exposed masonry chimney on the west
side of the central block, Jjust forward of the wing. It is offset by a six foot
extension opposite it on the east side. Together the chimney, extension, and
square masonry columns flanking the main front entrance and at the end of the
wings give the building a very solid cozy appearance.

All of the main exterior walls have 6 over 6 sash windows totalling 14.The
north facing main entrance is flanked by windows and is covered by the main
gable end which extends 5 feet to support columns in portico fashion. The gable
end itself is decorated with scroll work and cut out tree designs., The roof
shape is basically a central high gable met on each side by gabled wings which
drop to sheds on the east and west ends. The roof covering is cedar shingle.
The basalt masonry is repeated in the curbing and fencing used on the grounds
of the station.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Glacier Ranger Station is the main office for the Glacier Ranger District
one of six administering the Mt. Baker National Forest in Whatcom and Skagit counties
Washington, It remains as one of the best examples of the type of proJjects taken on
by the federal government to combat the depression of the 1930's. Though Washington
state was also home of more dramatic Works Progress Administration projects such as
the Grand Coulee Dam on the Columbia River during those economically difficult times,
it was one of the first states to establish Civilian Conservation Corps camps. Camp
Glacier(F-12), which was responsible for building the Glacier Ranger Station, was one
of seventy such camps set up in Washington. It was established in June of 1933, only
ten weeks after Franklin Roosevelt took over the Presidency and began his New Deal.

The existing Glacier Ranger Station is the second to serve as headquarters for
the district in the town of Glacier. The site for the station was originally with-
drawn from public land use by the Secretary of the Interior on March 16, 1908. The
first station(1908-1931) was demolished when the Mt. Baker highway was constructed
along it's present route. Two of the wood frame buildings which were part of the old
complex are still in use today by the district though they have been moved and altered.

The ranger station, as it presently stands, was completed in 1938 as one of the
later projects done by the men of C.C.C. camp Glacier. There was a complement of 200
C.C.C, enrollees and 45 local experienced men(LEMS)at the camp working under 5 army
officers. Several of the building constructed for use at the camp, which was some
distance from the station, are still in use as a summer church camp on the Mt. Baker

highway.

The actual work on the station took several months. The biggest part of the project
was the masonry. Under the supervision of a journeyman mason, one of the LEMS, the
columnar basalt used was quarried during the summer season from deposits near Heather
Meadows at the head of the Mt. Baker highway. It was then trucked to the construction
site where most of the actual laying was done by the mason. The framing, roofing, and

finishing was done by men from the crew.

Although the building does not follow them exactly, the plans for the station were
from a series of standard building plans done during 1936 for the Forest Service and
initialed L.A.F, The fact that the building did not go up following the standard plan
is consistent with the innovative nature of C.C.C. projects in Washington. It is an
excellent example of the way designs and material were improvised to limit expenses

and utilize a vigorous labor force.

Very few changes or improvements have been made to the Glacier Ranger Station
beyond the necessary maintenance of the building. The interior did undergo some
remodeling in 1967 but the exterior was not altered at that time nor since.

The Glacier Ranger Station, though young by national historic site standards,is a
‘crafted example of C.C.C. projects which demonstrate a high degree of skill. Unlike

road building or forest work, the ranger station‘displais an expertise which is not

usually associated with the Civilian Conservation Corps.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION - . .

The property, not including outbuildings, is a lot approximatly 100 feet by 100
feet. The northern boundary is the Mt. Baker hlghway and the bulldlng faces
north on the lot(Mt. Baker highway). '
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That portion of land lying within the S.W. 1/4 of the N.W. 1/4 of Section 8,
T39N, R7E, WILLAMETTE MERIDIAN in the County of Whatcom, State of Washington,

herein described:

Commencing at the N.W. corner of Section 8 (Common corner to Sections g_%% )
T39N, R7E, WILLAMETTE MERIDIAN. Taking a backsite on the bearing tree in
Section 5, T39N, R7E, W.M. finding the bearing to be N38°E (original of bearing
from Section Corner to B.T. Tree). Thence along projected Section line

between Sections 7&8, T39N, R7E, (S0°05'E) 684814 feet (calculated) to a point,

thence a deflection angle of 90° to the left and in an Easterly Direction of
271105 feet (calculated) to the True Point of Beginning. Thence S77° 55'28"E,
67218 feet to a point, thence S11° 02'13"w, 522§§~feet to a point, thence N77°
57'33"W, 71222 feet to a point, thence N15°18'43"E, 539§§ feet back to the

True Point of Beginning.

Said piece of land contains 0.08 acres - more or less.



