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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Putnam Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s an unusually uniform grouping of 
Mansard and Queen Anne-style residences r e f l e c t i v e of the p o s t - C i v i l War 
growth of West Newton as a commuter suburb. I t thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C 
of the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other areas within the community. 

The Putnam Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s a 7.8-acre r e s i d e n t i a l area 
containing twenty p r o p e r t i e s on the north slope of West Newton H i l l / 
overlooking the commercial center of West Newton. Although the most 
elaborate houses are located on Putnam Street/ which has given i t s name to 
the d i s t r i c t / the area also includes nine residences along i t s 
perpendicular/ Winthrop Street/ as w e l l as two houses at i t s i n t e r s e c t i o n 
w i t h Temple S t r e e t . I n the u n i f o r m i t y of i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s / the 
d i s t r i c t provides an unusual window on the p o s t - C i v i l War b u i l d i n g period/ 
1865-1885. Of the twenty b u i l d i n g s i n the d i s t r i c t / nearly three-quarters 
were constructed at t h i s time i n the Mansard/ S t i c k / or Queen Anne idiom. 

Six of the ten residences on Winthrop Street are Mansard-style houses 
b u i l t between 1866 and 1872. Probably the e a r l i e s t / 3 Winthrop Street/ 
b u i l t as the parsonage of the Second Congregational Church about 1868/ 
displays a b e l l c a s t Mansard roof w i t h c u r v i l i n e a r dormers. Attached to the 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical Importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the conmunity. 

This p o r t i o n of West Newton remained completely undeveloped u n t i l several 
decades a f t e r the a r r i v a l of the Boston & Worcester Railroad i n 1834. With 
the inauguration of regular commuter service i n t o Boston i n the 1840s/ the 
f i r s t r e a l estate developments began to appear i n West Newton (see Area E). 
Temple Street ( o r i g i n a l l y known as Pleasant S t r e e t ) was accepted by the . 
town i n 1849. The c o n s t r u c t i o n of 34 Temple S t r e e t about t h a t time/ 
probably as a summer cottage f o r Andrew J. A l l e n / i s a r e f l e c t i o n of t h i s 
early commuter s p i r i t . According to research by Thelma Fleishman and Susan 
Abele f o r the Jackson Homestead, A l l e n was a Boston s t a t i o n e r and 
manufacturer of patent account books. When the "Newton Special" began 
providing the f i r s t r e g u l a r commuter service between Boston and West 
Newton i n 1843/ A l l e n bought the f i r s t season t i c k e t (Smith/ p. 813). 

Most of the d i s t r i c t was l a i d out f o r house l o t s i n 1866 by the West 
Newton Land Company/ organized by David Sanger and Charles E l l i o t t . (The 
plan f o r t h i s development [#407-D4-Bk2] i s held by the C i t y Engineer's 
O f f i c e . ) Like several of the pre-war subd i v i s i o n s of Alexander Wadsworth/ 
such as Webster Park (see Area E) or Kenrick Park (NR-7/8/82)/ the West 
Newton Land Company o r i e n t e d the development toward a p u b l i c park. L i n c o l n 
Park, at the f o o t of Shaw S t r e e t , was a large t r e e - l i n e d o v a l , demolished 
in 1962 f o r the Massachusetts Turnpike Extension. Shaw and Winthrop 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, Cont. 

two-story main block i s a matching s i n g l e - s t o r y wing w i t h paired cornice 
brackets matching those on the main block. I t s b u i l d e r may have also been 
responsible f o r a s i m i l a r Mansard example, 50 Shaw Stre e t / b u i l t at the 
same time. This residence shows the same b e l l c a s t roof and c u r v i l i n e a r 
dormers. The m a j o r i t y of Winthrop S t r e e t ' s Mansard houses, however, appear 
to have been b u i l t by a s i n g l e b u i l d e r i n the e a r l y 1870s. Three houses, 
at 4/ 44, and 52 Winthrop S t r e e t , show s i m i l a r e l e v a t i o n s and d e t a i l s . A l l 
three d i s p l a y pedimented dormer windows, bracketed cornices/ and a 
two-story high p r o j e c t i n g bay on each of two adjacent facades. The 
verandas of both 4 and 52 Winthrop S t r e e t were l a t e r a l t e r e d w i t h Queen 
Anne m o d i f i c a t i o n s , although the porch a t 44 Winthrop S t r e e t appears to be 
o r i g i n a l . 

Most of the residences along Putnam St r e e t were b u i l t i n the l a t e 1870s 
and 1880s. The p a i r of houses 38 and 39 Putnam S t r e e t , both constructed i n 
1877, both u t i l i z e S t i c k S t y l e d e t a i l s , but w i t h d i f f e r e n t r e s u l t s . On 38 
Putnam S t r e e t , a steep Mansard roof pierced by steep hipped dormers 
provides a picturesque r o o f l i n e / w hile clapboard facades are i n t e r r u p t e d by 
v e r t i c a l members meant to r e f l e c t the framing members w i t h i n . The same 
ornament i s also u t i l i z e d i n i t s neighbor across the s t r e e t , 39 Putnam 
S t r e e t , where i n t e r s e c t i n g gable roofs d i s p l a y both j e r k i n head gables and 
bargeboards. E l a b o r a t e l y s c r o l l e d , sawn, turned, and in c i s e d wooden t r i m 
appears at the b u i l d i n g ' s p r o j e c t i o n s — a porch w i t h f l a n k i n g deck, bays, 
canopies, and p a v i l i o n s . 

The best example of the Queen Anne s t y l e i n the d i s t r i c t i s the Howard 
House at 44 Putnam S t r e e t (1885), notable f o r i t s gabled h i p roo f , corner 
tower/ and h i g h l y ornate veranda. Of the remaining s t r u c t u r e s on Putnam 
St r e e t , two (64 and 74 Putnam S t r e e t ) are more modest Queen Anne examples 
from the 1880s. The remaining houses i n the d i s t r i c t frame the period w i t h 
the e a r l i e s t and l a t e s t s t r u c t u r e s . The olde s t house i n the d i s t r i c t i s 
the small Gothic cottage a t the head of Putnam S t r e e t , 34 Temple Street 
(c.1849). However, t h i s residence was s u b s t a n t i a l l y modified w i t h S t i c k 
Style and Shingle d e t a i l s i n the 1880s and 1890s, and only i t s steeply 
pitched roof r e c a l l s i t s e a r l i e r Gothic Revival antecedents. The l a s t 
house b u i l t i n the d i s t r i c t , 50 Putnam S t r e e t (1898), shows both C o l o n i a l 
Revival and Shingle S t y l e o r i g i n s . 

Although two non-contributing, post-1907 structures are included within 
in the d i s t r i c t ' s boundaries, most of the d i s t r i c t has seen l i t t l e change 
in the intervening decades of the 20th century. Synthetic siding materials 
have been employed in some instances, but most of the structures are in a 
good state of preservation, and the neighborhood s t i l l retains much of i t s 
19th-century character. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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s t r e e t s formed the heart of the proposed development, framed by Putnam/ 
Temple/ and Perkins s t r e e t s . 

The l o t s appear to have been bought up r e l a t i v e l y q u i c k l y / and i n the 
l a t e 1860s and e a r l y '70s/ Mansard-style houses appeared on a l l the s t r e e t s 
i n t h i s development. (Examples on Perkins and Shaw s t r e e t s have been 
excluded from the d i s t r i c t because of the l a r g e r number of i n t r u s i o n s . ) 
Among the e a r l i e s t to b u i l d was the Second Congregational Church/ which 
constructed a new parsonage a t the corner of Putnam and Winthrop s t r e e t s (3 
Winthrop St.) f o r i t s new pastor/ the Rev. Henry J. P a t r i c k (1827-1909). 
U n t i l 1916, the church stood on Washington Str e e t at the head of Highland 
S t r e e t . Bankers were among the e a r l y s e t t l e r s of Winthrop S t r e e t . John J. 
Eddy (1840-1901) b u i l t a house a t 4 Winthrop, opposite his church's 
parsonage: a banker a l l h is working l i f e , a t h i s death i n 1901 Eddy was 
president of the Commonwealth Avenue Bank. Eddy's neighbor at 14 Winthrop 
Street was W i l l i a m Elder (1846-1923), f o r many years head paying t e l l e r of 
the F i r s t N a t i o n a l Bank of Boston. Other businesses were also represented. 
Joseph B. Whitmore (1825-1888), f o r many years employed i n the pr o v i s i o n 
business a t the Boylston Market i n Boston, may have b u i l t the house at 52 
Winthrop St r e e t on h i s re t i r e m e n t i n 1873. Whitmore was an ardent 
a n t i - s l a v e r y advocate and a personal f r i e n d of Wendell P h i l l i p s and William 
Lloyd Garrison. No. 34 Winthrop S t r e e t was the home of Heman L. Putnam 
(1830-1893)/ head of the Putnam Company/ a large Boston manufacturer of 
bedding. Lewis Chase/ at 44 Winthrop/ was the p r o p r i e t o r of a lozenge 
manufacturing company i n Boston. The house at 17 Winthrop Street was owned 
by Milo Lucas (1820-1905)/ one of West Newton's most prominent b u i l d i n g 
c o n t r a c t o r s . Born i n Northumberland, New Hampshire, Lucas was a long-time 
re s i d e n t of West Newton and responsible f o r several prominent c i t y 
b u i l d i n g s . His e l d e s t son, M. Frank Lucas was p r o p r i e t o r of Lucas's 
Planing M i l l i n West Newton. Lucas may w e l l have been involved i n the West 
Newton Land Company. He l i v e d i n a house on Li n c o l n Park (now demolished) 
and e v i d e n t l y b u i l t 17 Winthrop S t r e e t as a r e n t a l property. 

Seven p r o p e r t i e s have been included from land not owned by the West 
Newton Land Company: the small cottage a t 34 Temple, and s i x l o t s on the 
west side of Putnam S t r e e t . A l l s i x were b u i l t on land t h a t had been part 
of the estate of Lucius G. P r a t t (1824-1905). P r a t t ' s large mansion/ b u i l t 
about 1870 stood on land to the r ea r , f a c i n g Highland S t r e e t . (On i t s 
de m o l i t i o n / the land was subdivided f o r the small cul-de-sac/ I n i s C i r c l e . ) 
In 1877, p o s s i b l y as a r e s u l t of the recent business depression, P r a t t 
began to b u i l d on the Putnam Str e e t p o r t i o n of his property. No. 38 Putnam 
Street was constructed t h a t year as a r e n t a l property. 

The d i s t r i c t has boasted of several other prominent residents who l i v e d 
i n West Newton b r i e f l y . Among them was the n o v e l i s t Nathaniel Hawthorn, 
br o t h e r - i n - l a w of West Newton r e s i d e n t Horaca Mann. Hawthorn i s thought to 
have stayed a t 34 Temple S t r e e t i n the e a r l y 1850s while w r i t i n g his sto r y 
of the Brook Farm community. The B l i t h e d a l e Romance. Then the house was an 
i s o l a t e d cottage, whose nearest residence was Mann's own home (now 
demolished) on Highland S t r e e t . Hawthorn's b r i e f stay, however/ was not a 
success. His son wrote: "A more dismal and unlovely suburb than West 

Staple t o Inventory form at bottom 
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Newton was i n the wi n t e r of 1851 could not e x i s t outside of New England." 
The same house was l a t e r the summer cottage of the Hon. Horatio K i n g , 
former U.S. Postmaster-General during Buchanan's a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n the l a t e 
1850s. King's son Henry l i v e d across the s t r e e t i n a multi-towered house 
at the northeast corner of Putnam and Temple s t r e e t s (demolished). 

Another prominent r e s i d e n t was Capt. S. Edward Howard (1840-1912)/ a 
C i v i l War veteran and the b u i l d e r of 44 Putnam S t r e e t i n 1885. Born i n 
Jamaica/ Vermont, he engaged i n the hardware business i n B r a t t l e b o r o a f t e r 
his C i v i l War s e r v i c e . I n the 1880s he was also involved i n the western 
c a t t l e markets i n Texas and Montana. In 1891 and '92 he represented Newton 
i n the st a t e l e g i s l a t u r e , and from 1900 u n t i l h is death he was an a c t i v e 
member of the c i t y ' s School Committee. As a r e a l estate i n v e s t o r , Howard 
as also connected w i t h the o r g a n i z a t i o n of the North Gate Club and the 
la y i n g out of the North Gate s u b d i v i s i o n west of Waltham Street (see 121 
Adena Road, #3201) . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Friends of the Jackson Homestead, Newton's Older Houses; West Newton 
P u b l i c a t i o n #12 (1978). 

Newton Journal various issues. 
Newton's 19th Century A r c h i t e c t u r e ; West Newton (1978)  
Smith, Samuel Francis, H i s t o r y of Newton/ Massachusetts 

(Boston; American Logotype/ 1880).  
Sweetser/ M.F./ King's Handbook of Newton/ Massachusetts 

(Boston: Moses King, 1889 ) . 
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Newton, Mass. Multiple Resource Area 
PUTNAM STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Address S-B-L Historic Name Date Style C/NC Inven. if Area 

38 Putnam St. 32-7-17 1877 Mansard/Stick Style c 3660 18,703 
39 Putnam St. 32-13-11 John S. Leonard House 1877 Stick Style C 3652 21,230 
44 Putnam St. 32-7-16 S. Edward Howard House 1885 Queen Anne c 3659 18,164 
50 Putnam St. 32-7-15 1898 Shingle Style/Col. Revival c 3658 10,892 
56 Putnam St. 32-7-14 1956 Ranch NC 13,634 
64 Putnam St. 32-7-13 Franklin D. Child House 1885 Queen Anne C 3657 15,059 
67 Putnam St. 32-12-50 1931 Colonial Revival NC 7,984 
74 Putnam St. 32-7-12 1880s Stick Style/Queen Anne C 3656 11,917 
50 Shaw St. 32-13-8 John Bliss House C.1868 Mansard c 3641 9,420 
34 Temple St. 32-8-5 Andrew J. Allen House c.1849 Queen Anne c 3687,WHN175 17,667 
35 Temple St. 32-12-1 Edward Alden House C.1874 Stick Style c 3672 30,258 
3 Winthrop St. 32-13-10 Cong. Church Parsonage 1863 Mansard c 3651 19,370 
4 Winthrop St. 32-12-49 John J. Eddy House early 1870s Mansard c 3649 10,416 . 
14 Winthrop St. 32-12-48 William Elder House c.1872 Italianate c 3648 17,104 -. 
17 Winthrop St. 32-13-9 Milo Lucas House c.1870 Italianate c 3650 16,308 
22 Winthrop St. 32-12-47 Theodore Fleu House 1890 Queen Anne/Col. Revival c 3647 17,110 -
34 Winthrop St. 32-12-46 Heman L. Putnam House c.1874 Stick Style c 3646 33,367 
44 Winthrop St. 32-12-45 c.1872 Mansard c 3645 23,383 
52 Winthrop St. 32-12-44 Joseph B. Whitmore House c.1870 Mansard c 3644 20,578 
58 Winthrop St. 32-12-43 c.1860 Mansard c 3643 9,255 

20 properties with an area of 341,819 square feet (7.85 acres), 
(20 Buildings, 2 non-contrlbutlng) 
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Present Use 
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6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
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7. Description 

Condition 
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8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
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Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
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UTM References 
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title date 
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CD Maps 
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• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 
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