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NATI ONAL REQ STER ORI TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Putnam Street Historic District is an unusually wuniform grouping of
Mansard and Queen Anne-style residences reflective of the post-Civil War
growth of West Newton as a commuter suburb. |t thus meets criteria A and C
of the National Register of Historic Places.

AHTEIUR, SONHOANE | Describe inportant architectural features ad evaluate in terns of
other areas wthin the conmani ty.

The Putnam Street Historic District is a 7.8-acre residential area
containing twenty properties on the north slope of West Newton Hill/
overlooking the commercial center of West Newton. Although the nost
el aborate houses are located on Putnam Street/ which has given its name to
the district/ the area also includes nine residences along its
perpendicular/ Wnthrop Street/ as well as two houses at itsintersection
with Tenple Street. In the uniformty of itsarchitectural styles/ the
district provides an unusual w ndow on the post-Civil VW Dbuilding period/
1865-1885. O the twenty buildings in the district/ nearly three-quarters
were constructed at this time in the Mansard/ Stick/ or Queen Anne idiom
Six of the ten residences on Wnthrop Street are Mansard-style houses
built between 1866 and 1872. Probably the earliest/ 3 Wnthrop Street/
built as the parsonage of the Second Congregational Church about 1868/
displays a bellcast Mansard roof with curvilinear dormers. Attached to the

HSIORCGL. SGNHOANE Explain hlstorlcal Inportance of area axd how the area relates to the
devel gonent of other areas of the connunity.

This portion of West Newton remained completely wundevel oped until several
decades after the arrival of the Boston & Worcester Railroad in 1834, W th
the inauguration of regular comuter service into Boston in the 1840s/ the
first real estate devel opments began to appear in West Newton (see Area E).
Tenple Street (originally known as Pleasant Street) was accepted by the
town in 1849, The construction of 34 Tenple Street about that time/
probably as a summer cottage for Andrew J. Allen/ is a reflection of this
early commuter spirit. According to research by Thelma Fleishman and Susan
Abel e for the Jackson Homestead, Allen was a Boston stationer and
manufacturer of patent account books. Wien the "Newton Special" began
providing the first regular comuter service between Boston and West

Newton in 1843/ Allen bought the first season ticket (Smth/ p. 813).

Most of the district was laid out for house lots in 1866 by the West
Newt on Land Conpany/ organized by David Sanger and Charles Elliott. (The
plan for this devel opment [#407-D4-Bk2] is held by the City Engineer's
Office.) Like several of the pre-war subdivisions of Alexander Wadsworth/
such as Webster Park (see Area E) or Kenrick Park (NR-7/8/82)/ the West
Newt on Land Conpany oriented the devel opment toward a public park. Lincoln
Park, at the foot of Shaw Street, was a large tree-linedoval, demolished
in 1962 for the Massachusetts Turnpi ke Extension. Shaw and W nt hrop

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES
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two-story main block i sa matching single-story wing with paired cornice
brackets matching those on t hemain block. [|tshbuilder may have also been
responsible fora simlar Mansard exanple, 50 Shaw Street/ built at the
sane time. This residence shows t hesame bellcast roof and curvilinear
dormers. The majority of Wnthrop Street's Mansard houses, however, appear
to have been built by a single builder i ntheearly 1870s. Three houses,
at 4/ 44, and 52 Wnthrop Street, show similar elevations and details. Al I
three display pedi mented dormer wi ndows, bracketed cornices/ anda
two-story high projecting bay on each of two adjacent facades. The
verandas of both 4 and 52 Wnthrop Street were later altered with Queen
Anne modifications, although theporch at 44 Wnthrop Street appears t obe
original.

Most of t heresidences along Putnam Street were built i nthelate 1870s
and 1880s. The pair of houses 38 and 39 Putnam Street, both constructedi n
1877, both utilize Stick Style details, butwith different results. O 38
Putnam Street, a steep Mansard roof pierced by steep hipped dormers
provides a picturesque roofline/ while clapboard facades areinterrupted by
vertical menbers neant toreflect theframng nmenbers within., The sane
ornament i salso utilized 1 nitsneighbor across thestreet, 39 Putnam
Street, where intersecting gable roofs display both jerkin head gables and
bargeboards. El aborately scrolled, sawn, turned, and incised wooden trim
appears at thebuilding's projections — a porch with flanking deck, bays,
canopies, and pavilions.

The best exanple of the Queen Anne style i nthedistrict i sthe Howard
House at 44 Putnam Street (1885), notable for itsgabled hiproof, corner
tower/ and highly ornate veranda. O theremaining structures on Putnam
Street, two (64and 74 Putnam Street) ar enore nodest Queen Anne exanpl es
from t hel880s. The remaining houses i nthedistrict frame theperiod with
the earliest and latest structures. The oldest house i nthedistrict i s
the small Gothic cottage at t hehead of Putnam Street, 34 Tenple Street
(

c.1849). However, this residence was substantially modified with Stick
Style and Shingle details i nthel880s and 1890s, and only itssteeply
pitched roof recalls itsearlier Gothic Revival antecedents. The | ast
house built 1T nthedistrict, 50 Putnam Street (1898), shows both Col oni al

Revival and Shingle Style origins.

Al t hough two non-contributing, post-1907 structures areincluded within
in thedistrict's boundaries, nost of thedistrict has seen little change
in theintervening decades of the 20th century. Synthetic siding materials
have been enployed i n some instances, but nost of thestructures areina
good state of preservation, and the neighborhood still retains much of its
19t h-century character.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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streets formed the heart of the proposed devel opment, framed by Putnam
Tenpl e/ and Perkins streets.

The lots appear to have been bought up relatively quickly/ and inthe
late 1860s and early '70s/ Mansard-style houses appeared on all the streets
in this devel opment. (Exanmples on Perkins and Shaw streets have been
excluded from the district because of the larger nunber of intrusions.)
Anmong the earliest to build was the Second Congregational Church/ which
constructed a new parsonage at the corner of Putnam and W nthrop streets (3
Wnthrop St.) forits new pastor/ the Rev. Henry J. Patrick (1827-1909).
Until 1916, the church stood on Washington Street at the head of Highland

Street. Bankers were anong the early settlers of Wnthrop Street. John J.
Eddy (1840-1901) built a house at 4 W nthrop, opposite his church's
parsonage: a banker all hisworking life, at hisdeath in 1901 Eddy was

president of the Commonwealth Avenue Bank. Eddy's neighbor at 14 W nthrop
Street was W Iliam Elder (1846-1923), for many years head paying teller of
the First National Bank of Boston. Other businesses were also represented.
Joseph B. Whitnore (1825-1888), for many years enployed i n the provision

busi ness at the Boylston Market i n Boston, nmay have built the house at 52
W nthrop Street on hisretirement in 1873. MWhitnore was an ardent
anti-slavery advocate and a personal friend of Wendell Phillips and WIIliam

LIoyd Garrison. No. 34 Wnthrop Street was the hone of Heman L. Putnam
(1830-1893)/ head of the Putnam Conpany/ a |arge Boston manufacturer of
bedding. Lewi s Chase/ at 44 Wnthrop/ was the proprietor of a |ozenge
manufacturing company i n Boston. The house at 17 W nthrop Street was owned
by Milo Lucas (1820-1905)/ one of West Newton's nost prom nent building
contractors. Born i n Northumberland, New Hampshire, Lucas was a long-time
resident of West Newton and responsible for several prom nent city
buildings. His eldest son, M Frank Lucas was proprietor of Lucas's

Planing Mill in Wst Newton. Lucas may well have been involved in the West
Newt on Land Conpany. H Ilived i na house on Lincoln Park (now demolished)
and evidently built 17 Wnthrop Street as a rental property.

Seven properties have been included from land not owned by the West
Newt on Land Conpany: the small cottage at 34 Tenple, and si x lots on the
west side of Putnam Street. Al lsixwere built on land that had been part
of the estate of Lucius G Pratt (1824-1905). Pratt's large mansion/ built
about 1870 stood on land to the rear, facing Highland Street. (Oh i ts
demolition/ the land was subdivided for the small cul-de-sac/ Inis Circle.)
In 1877, possibly as a result of the recent business depression, Pratt
began to build on the Putnam Street portion of his property. No. 38 Putnam
Street was constructed that year as a rental property.

The district has boasted of several other promnent residents who Iived
in West Newton bhriefly. Among them was the novelist Nathaniel Hawthorn,
brother-in-law of West Newton resident Horaca Mann. Hawthorn i s thought to
have stayed at 34 Tenple Street inthe early 1850s while writing his story
of the Brook Farm community. The Blithedale Romance. Then the house was an
isolated cottage, whose nearest residence was Mann's own home (now
demol i shed) on Highland Street. Hawthorn's brief stay, however/ was not a
success. His son wrote: "A nmore dismal and unlovely suburb than West

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Newt on was i nthe winter of 1851could not exist outside of New England."
The sane house was |ater thesunmer cottage of t heHon. Horatio King,
former US Postmaster-General during Buchanan's administration i nthelate
1850s. King's sonHenry lived across the street i na multi-towered house
at t he northeast corner of Putnam and Tenple streets (demolished).

Anot her prom nent resident was Capt. S Edward Howard (1840-1912)/ a
Civil War veteran and t he builder of 44 Putnam Street i nl1885. Borni n
Jamai ca/ Vernont, he engaged i nt hehardware business i nBrattleboro after

his Civil War service. | Nt hel880s he was also involved i nthe western
cattle markets i nTexas and Montana. |1 n1891and '92 he represent ed Newt on
in thestate legislature, and from 1900 until hi s death he was an active

menber of the city's School Commttee. As a real estate investor, Howard
as also connected with the organization of the North Gate Club and t he
laying out of the North Gate subdivision west of Waltham Street (see 121
Adena Road, #3201) .

Bl BLI OCGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Friends of the Jackson Honestead, Newton's Ol der Houses; West Newton
Publication #12 (1978).

Newt on Journal various issues.

Newton's 19t h Century Architecture; Wst Newton (1978)

Smth, Sanuel Francis, History of Newton/ Massachusetts
(Boston; American Logotype/ 1880).

Sweetser/ MF./ King's Handbook of Newton/ Massachusetts
(Boston: Moses King, 1889)

Staple to lnventory form at bottom
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38 Put namSt .

39 PutnamSt .

44 Put namSt .

50 Put namSt .

56 Put namSt .
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50 Shaw St .

34 Tenple St.
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3 Wnthrop St .
4 WnthropSt.
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