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The Old Bitterman building is located at 200 Main Street on the corner 
where NW Second and Main Streets intersect. (Photo 1) Evansville f s earliest 
commercial and residential district originated in this vicinity, primarily 
owing to its proximity to the riverfront. Today the site borders on the city's 
urban renewal area, although the Main Street district is still regarded as one 
of Evansville's busiest commercial hubs.

Designed in the Italianate style, the Old Bitterman edifice was probably 
constructed in 1885 when the Bitterman brothers moved their jewelry business 
to that address. Situated on a corner lot, the building is a three-storied, 
sharply-defined rectangular block, ten bays in length on the NW Second Street 
elevation and four bays'wide on the main facade. The body was laid in 
stretcher bond brick of a deep red hue. (Photo 2)

On the second and third floors of the building's facade, a series 
of flat-headed windows joined by a common cut-stone trim and set into recessed 
panels enhances the overall wall design. Engaged pilasters and columns flank 
the 1/1 doublehung lights The spandrel beneath these two floors is accented 
by brick rectangles decorated with disc-shaped encaustic tiles. (Photo 3) A 
corbelled brick pattern appears in the wall just below the parapet entablature. 
Brackets support the entablature's metal cornice, and flush gable chimmeys top 
the roofline. (Photo 4)

t Throughout.the years, the Old Bitterman building has been minimally 
altered; large glass display windows with fixed sashes and : a glass entranceway 
now dominate the main floor of the structure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Bitterman building at 200 Main Street is situated in the 
heart of downtown Evansville, a site which has witnessed a heavy volume of 
commercial traffic since at least the mid-nineteenth century. The 
building presently standing derives its name from the Bitterman brothers, 
Isaac and Adolph, and was probably erected in 1885 when the Bittermans moved 
their jewelry business there. Since 1897, when they transferred to new quarters, 
the building has housed a wide variety of businesses, including an "amusement 
parlor" shortly after the turn of the century.

After 1961, Evansville instituted an urban renewal program which razed 
a four-block district of older structures near the riverfront. The Old 
Bitterman Building was one of the few buildings to survive demolition. Still 
in good condition, owing largely to its fine workmanship, the building is in 
pristine condition except for minor alterations to the entranceway. The 
limestone trim which connects the windows and at intervals features decorative 
carving, along with the unusual disc-shaped encaustic tiling in the wall 
designs of the spandrel, make the Old Bitterman Building one of the more 
striking buildings on the downtown walkway and one of the city's finest 
examples of Italianate architecture.
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PERIODICALS

Central Library Newspaper Clipping File

(Frank J. Schlotter obituary.) Courier, 15 May 1943.

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOURCES
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