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STATEMENT o
The Lend-A-Hand building, while not outstanding in terms of style, successfully -4
combines a certain low-key attractiveness with utility. The U-shaped plan (similar c
to, but with orientation reversed, to the Hotel Davenport and Parker-Putnam >
Building) allows all residential spaces a full measure of light and air, with m
collective service elements contained in a rectangular central core. The facade,
although modest, is not mean nor overtly institutional, and projects an air of
respectability that would have been appropriate for an organization founded to
assist and support women working in Davenport.
See also 8-300 form. The property has recently been recommended at state level
for nomination to the National Register
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SIGNIFICANCE

The Lend-A-Hand Club Building, built in 1923, is significant for its historical
association with the efforts of a local women's social support institution. Its
construction on the levee at the foot of Main Street was part of major riverfront
improvements completed between 1912 and 1931.

DESCRIPTION

The local Lend-A-Hand chapter was first organized in 1888 by members of the King's
Daughter Chapter #1. Dr. Jennie McCowen, a prominent local physician and social
welfare promoter, was the fledgling organization's leader. The Lend-A-Hand sponsored
a variety of services for women living and working away from home. They included
rest and reading rooms for young women who worked in the downtown, social programs,
educational lectures and vocational guidance. Lend-A-Hand activities were carried
oyt in various rented rooms in downtown buildings between 1888 and 1923.

When the Lend-A-Hand Club Building was completed in 1923, the organization was able

to improve programs in the enlarged facility. The new facility housed a women's

merchandise exchange, cafeteria, rest and reading rooms, parlor, shower and bath,
(See continuation sheet)

SOURCES
Brownlie, Ruth E., "History of the Lend-A-Hand Club," unpublished paper, December 5,
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Description (Continued)

laundry, gymnasium, arts and crafts room, and 88 rooms for rent. Programming
sponsored by the Club offered the women patrons instruction on such women's
issues as bicycling for women, the pros and cons of women working outside the
home, woman's suffrage, and other topics. The Lend-A-Hand Club continued as
a women's facility until 1973 when the building was converted to housing for
the elderly by the City of Davenport.

Legal Description:

of Main St. and River Dr., thence South along the east line of Main St. to the
north line of the DRI & NW railroad tracks, thence East along the railroad tracks
approximately 140 feet; thence North to the south line of River Dr. thence West
along River Dr. to the point of beginning.
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