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ARCHITECniRAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, genered character, 
and architecturally significant structures). , 

The l a r g e s t and most impressive of the i n d u s t r i e s i n Weir V i l l a g e , 
the Weir Stove Co. i s a l i n e a r sequence of one through 4-story b r i c k 
f a c t o r i e s l i n i n g W. Water St. and the Three M i l e River. The s t r u c t u r e s 
e x h i b i t t y p i c a l "Insurance M i l l " c o n s t r u c t i o n and f o r m — l o w - p i t c h e d gable 
r o o f s , arched, p a i r e d windows, and load-bearing b r i c k and heavy timber 
framing. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected community; be specific). ' 

Constructed i n 1902, the complex was b u i l t on the s i t e of an>old f l a g ­
stone f a c t o r y , and was described as "...having no equal t h i s side of the 
c i t y of D e t r o i t . " Financed by the p r i n c i p a l s of the Weir Stove Co.--
Charles F. Baker, W i l l i a m E. Walker, and Gelrge E. Wilbur. I n p a r t n e r s h i p , 
the three patternmakers, i n v e n t o r s and moulders p e r f e c t e d the "Glenwood 
Range", which they marketed worldwide. Pig i r o n , t r a n s p o r t e d from B u f f a l o 
and Pennsylvania, was used t o manufacture 80,000 stoves per year, g i v i n g 
Taunton prominence as a leadi n g stove producer. 

The complex i s now occupied by Rogers S i l v e r Co. and by other tenant 
i n d u s t r i e s . 

' The Old Weir Stove Co. possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship and h i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the development 
of Taunton as a major manufacturing center du r i n g the 19th century. The 
massive scale of the complex and i t s impressive r i v e r s e t t i n g represent 
Taunton's proud i n d u s t r i a l h e r i t a g e . The Old Weir Stove Co. meets 

.. c r i t e r i a A and C of the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

'I Boundaries conform t o c u r r e n t l o t l i n e s , encompassing the h i s t o r i c 
« m i l l b u i l d i n g s . 

Owner: S t e l l a Realty Corporation .̂ 
241 F i f t h Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 
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Hutt, H i s t o r y of B r i s t o l County, Mass., 1924 . ,< . 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSEITS HISTORICAL CCfrWISSIW 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: FoiTO No: 

Property Name: 

Indicate each item on inventory form viiich is being continued below. 

9. H i s t o r i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e ( c o n t . ) 

Acerage: Approx imate ly 3; l a r g e assessor ' s map (1) ' 

UTMS: A 19/326320/4638540 
B 19/326470/4638820 ~ , ' ; ' 
C 19/326360/4638520 ' 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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United States Department of the Interior 
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National Register of Historic 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Taunton Multiple Resource Area 
State B r i s t o l County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 
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WASO Form -177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Old Weir Stove Company (Taunton MRA) 
Bristol County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CD resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
Q owner objection 
Q appeal ; 

CH sample d l request Substantive Review: 
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Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
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. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation In Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

m i good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

CD unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity • . „ ..-„ ..„ ̂  
I I dates 
CD boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site , 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph * . 
CD completeness S YAM v"̂  
CD clarity .t;^.•'•• '.'. .v '' 
CD applicable criteria ; 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context . , 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception \ 
CD other ^ ^ "̂  

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

CD Majss 
CD Photographs 
CD Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone:. 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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