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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Post Office is situated in the center of activity of the town. The exterior
is entirely of dressed stone comprised of a high base with clearly defined
windows, a two story portion with engaged columns at the corners and dividing
the front facade into five bays; the center bay containing the entrance with a
heavily carved architrave. The columns terminate in a plain fret which encircles
the building and borders a series of small windows with diamond shaped grilles
which are capped with a projecting parapet above.

The interior throughout has much of the original finishes and architectural
treatment. The lobby has terrazzo floors with marble borders, marble
walnscottlng, wood’ panelled doors and casings, wood and glass transoms over
the service ‘coufiter and mail boxes and the vestibule has curved marble sides.
There are some original light fixtures.

The building is in poor condition on the interior; however, renovation work is
planned in the near future. The lobby is still in almost original configuration
except that the original revolving door was replaced with aluminum store

front entrance doors. The lobby is small and in need of rehabilitation and
additional boxes.

The exterior was recently waterproofed and is in original condition except for
a wooden loading dock enclosed which is verj unsightly and greatly detracts
from the rear elevat10n.1~r-g» R g ce o -
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Post Office was designed in 1912 and built in 1914, one of forty (40) post
offices built throughout the United States that year. The building was built
under the provisions of the Tarsney Act (1893-1912) and the first Omnibus

Building Act of 1902. The building was one of the first buildings designed by
Oscar Wenderoth (along with the Camden, Maine Post Office). The building design
maintains James Knox Taylor's philosophy of designing '"Classical Styles of
Architecture" and the use of fine high quality, durable building materials and the
use of symmetry and ornamentation. This building seems to contain many of the
architectural elements and styling of James Knox Taylor's Bar Harbor Post Office
(1908) and may have served as an influence of the somewhat more restrained Camden,
Maine Post Office, also designed by Wenderoth in 1912.

The building is a strong reminder of the entirely eclectic period when public
buildings were designed to inspire awe in the public. A building of classic
design and materials, unique to its local; it is a strong focal point in the
community and serves to dignify the area with an example of significant
architectural effort.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Post Office is located in an area close to the main business district.
The building has approximately 123 feet of frontage on Center Street and

“approximately 164 feet of frontage on Shirley Street. The remainder of the
lot is irregularly shaped. . o
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