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1. Name

Fall River Waterworks

historic

and/or common same

2. Location

street & numt)er Bedford Street

city, town Fall River vicinity of
state Massachusellscode 025 county
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status
district X public occupied
y building(s) private X unoccupied
structure both work in progress
site Public Acquisition Accessible
object in process X yes: restricted

yes: unrestricted
no

being considered

4. Owner of Property

City of Fall River

name

dreg & numba One Governmen c Center

city, town Fall River vicinity of

" HCRS use only
odved NOV 19817
teonteredQEQ ' N o s i

not for publication

congressional district 10th
Bristol code 005
Present Use

agriculture museum
commercial park
educational private residence
entertainment religious
government scientific
industrial transportation
military X other: inoperati

5. Location of Legal Description

ocourthouss, regidry o deads etc.
dredt & number 441 North Main Street

Fall River

city, town

Bristol County Registry of nRpHg

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets
titte of the Commonweslth

dae 1977-79, 1981

has this praperty bemn daermined degible?

federal

depadtary for survey records M assachusetts Historical Cammi ssinn

dty, tomn Boston

X state

date M assachusetts

date M assachusetts

yes X no

county loca

date M assachusetts



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated IL unaltered JL_ original site

X good ruins altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (f known) physical appearance

The Fall River Water Wrks occupies a 22 acre site on the western edge of

North Vétuppa Pond, two mles east of downtown Fall River. The Water Works i s
accessible only by Bedford Street, which becones a private road into theproperty
beyond Reservoir Street.

The original buildings of the conplex includethe Punping Station, an Intake House,
and a Standpipe Tower, all built between 1872 and 1875 i n the Ruskinian Gothic style.
These bui | dings are constructed of randomashlar granite with bluestone trim al |
quarried locally. Later additions to the conplex includethe Narrows Gate House
(1908, replacing the original structure which burned) and the Auxiliary Intake House
(ca. 1914), both of which repeat the architectural style and motifs of the original
structures. The only structure original to this conplex which isno |onger extant
is atwo-famlygranite house, huilt for the Vter Wrks engineer and hi s assistant;
the house was |ost to the building of Route 24 in 1955. The stone ruins of a large
Ice House (ca. 1876; Mp #1) also remain on the property. In addition, nine other
per manent, non-contributing structures fromthe 20th century are included on

this property.

The nost promnent structure at the Water Works i s the 121 foot high Standpi pe Tower
(1873; Photo #1, Mp #13), located 324 feet above sea |evel on the south side of

Bedf ord Road. The el aborate octagonal tower houses a 78-foot |ow and high service
standpi pe, supported on a four-sided, buttressed base. The tower features
roundarched w ndows, a small iron-rail balcony with elaborately carved brackets

bel ow the top level of w ndows (which have pol ychrome archivolts)', a cornice line of
bl uestone modillionsi, and a polygonal spire with triangular dormers and a weathervane.
At the base of the tower are two gabled wi ngs, the smaller one containing a round-
arched entrance with a polychrone archivolt and a trefoil Wndow ahovie.

The second major element inthe Vter VWrks conplex i s the Punping Station (1875),

which stands at the eastern termnus of Bedford Street at the shoreline of North

Véit uppa Pond. The Punping Station i s conposed of three parts: the Engine House

(Photo #2, 3, Mp #6), neasuring 80 by 56 feet; the Coal House (Photo #2,5 Mp #6), 8 by 21
feet; and the Boiler Foom (Mp #6), 53% by 23 feet. O primary significance isthe

Engi ne House, a one story building with two-feet thick walls, a comce line of

stone modillions, and a low but steeply pitched hip roof (originally covered with

pol ychrone slate tiles). The three bay facade of the Engi ne House has two end

pavilions flanking a recessed entrance bay, whose double doorway i s contained

within a double arched entry with slim colonettes. Above the doorway i s a pedimented
parapet. Below grade the building's windows are narrow and roundarched, while those

on the main floor are wider and segmental |y arched;all have pointed archivolts. A
The large, 1874 Worthington duplex punping machine i s still inplace inside-- a rare
survivor. Perpendicular to the Engine House i s the Coal House, a |ower, one story

building Wth a very stfeeproof. Wth the exception of a series of small triangular
dornmers, the building iswndowess; its gable end i s stepped, giving the appearance

of a nmonitor roof.
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To t he east of theEngine House i sthe Intake House (1872; Photo #3, M #5).
This small, 8 by 10 foot structure i shuilt over thelake, with a roundarched
wi ndow on each side and a lowhi proof surmounted by a belvedere. An Auxiliary
Intake House (ca. 1914; Myp #3) stands just north of the Engine House, andt he

simlar Narrows Gate House (1903; Mwp #15) stands at t he south shore of the
Nort h Wt uppa.

The non-contributing structures containedwithin t heWater Wrks today include
a brick electric auxiliary station (ca. 1914 and 1955; Myp #4); a two story, brick
administration building (1922; Mp #10); two water tanks (ca. 1950) with gatehouse;
two concrete valve houses (1956); a filtration plant (1976; Mp #2); and several

garages and storage sheds. A short, 20th century water drainage channel runs along
the edge of North Watuppa Pond.



8. Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric X community planning landscape architecture_ reli gi on
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law sci ence
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature scul pture
1600-1699 architecture education military soci al /
1700-1799 art engineering music humani tari an
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement phi,l QSOPhy theat er

_X_ 1900- communications industry pol i tics gover nnent . transportation

invention ot her (specify)

Specific dates 1873-75, 1908, 1914 Builder/Architect HM Wl son

St at ement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Fall River Water Works i sa striking architectural and technol ogi cal conpl ex,
marking an eraof vigorous public works constructioni none of t henineteenth
century's major textile-producing cities. The parklike complex i svisually intact

and architecturally honogeneous, retaining integrity of setting, location, design,

mat erials, workmanship, and feeling. The property thus neets criteria A and C of the
National Register of Historic Places.

Al though thefirst cottonmll i nFall River was established i n1811, the industry's
inportance was not recognized and solidified until major transportation inprovenents
were made i nt he 1840s, making Fall River nore accessible t o Boston and New York.

By m d-century, however. Fall River was an established industrial center along with
Lowel |, Lawrence, and Springfield, M\ The post-Civil Vér years saw tremendous growth
in Fall River, establishing much of thecity's present-day physical character. Between
1870 and 1875 t he popul ation rose 73% from 26,000 t o 45,000; t henunber of spindles
run i nthemills increased from 544,606 t o 1,269, 048 during those sane years. This was
also an eraof large-scale municipal works-- thebuilding of better roads, schools,

and a fire protection systemas well as theconstructionof a water supply system to
serve thegrowing urban population. The constructionof theFall River Water Wrks was
a maj or conmponent of the city's devel opment, both reflecting and allowingitsgrowh
as a nmodern industrial city. Standing on t hewestem shore of t heNorth \Watuppa Pond,
the conmplex marks t heedge of thecity and thetransition fromrural open space to the
dense industrial core.

Increased cases of well contam nation and typhoid resulted i nthe 1871 appointment of a
Board of Water Conmissioners toinvestigate theinprovement of thecity's water supply.
Because many of t he Water Conmi ssioners were also owners of major mills, theconcerns of
the textile industry were explicitly as well as implicitly addressed by this Board.

The Fall River Water Wrks was erected between 1872 and 1875, measurably inproving
sanitary conditions and, just as importantly, ensuring adequate water supplies for the
city's numerous steamdriven | oons.

Wat uppa Pond was chosen as thesite for t henew conpl ex because it swater supply
"render(ed) i temnently suitable for the various purposes of a water supply, for
drinking, for washing, for use i nsteamboilers, and for general manufacturing purposes
where a pure and soft water i srequired.” The Board chose a gravity-fed direct

punpi ng systemwith an auxiliary standpipe which was necessary t opunp water to the

hi gher elevations of sone parts of thecity. Mich.analysis and study were undertaken
in order todetermne which systemwould best and |longest serve Fall River. The Engine
House, for exanple, was nade | arge enough t o acconodate four engines (1874, still
surviving, 1875; 1883; 1895), which together provided a 22.75 million gallon capacity.
In thefirst twoyears of operation, nearly 45 mles of pipe (one-quarter of the present
system) were laid, providingservicetodowtow, thewaterfront, themlls, andtwo



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences see continuation sheet

Reports of the Organization of the Fall River Water Wrks, 1874-1879.

Phillips' History of Fall River, Vol. [, 1941.

History of Fall River Fire Departnment. Thonas Lynch, 1896.

Hi story of Fall River, conpiled for the Cotton Centennial. Henry Fenner, 1911.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 22.476 acres

Quadrangle name Fall River F.ast, MA and Fall River, MA-RI Quadrangle scale 1:25,00P

UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification A HJ2) O 2210201 KUi61i7)9 910 1

See continuation sheet and attached sketch nap.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Vivienne Lasky, Fall River Office

nameftitte Wendy Frontiero, Preservation Planner, with of Historic Preservation
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date August 27, 1981

dreet & number 294 Washington Street telephone  (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certlffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state v local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion In the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreatipn Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

fitle Executive Director, Massachusetts Hi storical Conm ssi org_o/?g]

For HCRS use only
1hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

Entered in tKa
K atli date /.

Ajin ~Meeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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maj or residential neighborhoods. The original systemwas superceded by a new
filtration plant i n 1976.

The setting and design of t heWater Wirks form a visual, architectural, and engineering
[andmark. The conplex's functionally and temporally varied structures areunified

by thoughtful I|andscaping and by handsonme Ruskinian Gothic styling. This architectural
node was used for a nunber of important public buildings i nFall River between 1870 and
1900. The Water Works stands out, however, as an unusual application of high style
design for awutilitarian purpose. The specifications for thestructures give

HM WIlson as thearchitect, but little else i sknown of this man. W/lson i sthought
to have been brought from out of town towork on this project-- perhaps from Boston,
where an HM W lson i snoted i n1869 i nconnection with a conmercial building downtown.

The Fall River Water Wrks survives as a striking synmbol of thepost-Civil Var
industrial eraat its best: blending technological triumph with civic progress for
the enhancement of t hepublic good. Listing on theNational Register i sexpected

to encourage t hepreservation and restoration of thepresently inoperative historic
conpl ex.
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Fall River andlts Industries. Henry H Earl, 1877.

Engi neering News, "*Tre Water-VWrks of Arerican Cities, Fall River, Mss."
June 6, 1878 and August 1, 1878.

Report of Wt uppa Ponds and Quequechan River Commssion. City of Fall

River, Sept. 1915.
Vertical files, Boston Public Library, Fine Arts Department.



Continuation Sheet
10. Geographical Data \ HV 513

DEC 7 11

Fall River Assessors Plat #L-20 containing square footage as detailed
bel ow:

Verbal boundary descriptionand justification

Al'l land shown including Bedford Street, excluding the following
two parcels:
#1 - 179,437.5 sq.ft. 4.12A. ™ -, -
#2 - 280,422 sq.ft. 6. 43A y

Abutting Anvets Memorial Hi ghway on East.

‘e Beginning at a point 84.39 feet north of Bark Street onthe
easterly line of Reservoir Street running northerly, parallel to
Reservoir Street for 1140.88 feet + to a point formng the
southerly corner of Lot #1. Thence running easterly, parallel

y;,- to thesouth line of | ot #1 for 600.0 feet + to a point inter-
secting lots #1 and 2. Thence running southerly, parallel with

yy"y. the west line of ot #2 f or 467.37 feet + to the southwest
corner of ot #2. Thence running easterly, parallel tothe
south line of | ot #2 f or 600.0 feet + t o Amvets Memorial Hi ghway

rhy.... which forms the southeast corner of | ot #2. Thence running
southerly, parallel tothe west boundry line of Amvets Memori al
Hi ghway 573 feet + t o point which forms the northeast corner of
lot #K-23-79. Thence running westerly 1161.0 feet + parallel
tt tothenorth boundary lines of lots K-23-79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84,
85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99 100 102 and 103
« tothe beglnnlng point at Reservoir Street. yeeen - ;>

'y \y Said described parcel containing 979,043.0 square feet +.
'K (22.476 Acres) : .. K

Description of |and owed by the Watuppa Water Board bounded and
described as follows:

Beginning at a point formed by the intersection of Interstate

Hi ghway 195 on t he south, Amvets Memorial Hi ghway (Route 24)

on the west, and the North Watuppa Pond on t he east and thence

running northerly fortenthousand feet approximately tothe
L centerlineof New Boston Road i fsaid |[ine of New Boston

Road were extended easterly from its' present termnus.

Above described boundaries fully enconpass al | land and structures
contained therein owned by the Watuppa Water Board.

The Narrows Gate House (1908) i s not built on land; i tisbuilt
on a cofferdam located on the south shore of the North WAatuppa

Pond abutting land designated as part of Interstate Hi ghway 195
and further defined as straddling the City of Fall River/Town of
West port dividing line, running north and south.
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U COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
11111 n 8t Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

HIQTORIr*AlI Boston, Massachusetts
nNiol"ni"ML. 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

Cctober 22, 1981

Carol Shull, Acting Keeper

Nati onal Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnent of the Interior
Véshington, DC 20243

Dear M. Shull:
Encl osed youwi || find thefollow ng nomnation forns:

MARal| River: Fall River Water Wrks (local)
Northfield: King Philip's Hill (local) resubmssion
Boston: Field' s Comer Maiicipal Building (local) resub-
m ssion

Allhave been voted eligible by theState Review Board and
have been signed by the State Historic PreservationOificer,

Sincerely,

Candace Jenlans
Registration Director

CJpb Enclosure

ED VL
NV 5 18l g
NATIONAL

REGISTER
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DATE RECD
INDIVIDUAL RESPONSE (ATTACHED)
INFURM-TIVE MATERIAL SENT

TELEPHONE CAU (AnACHED)
DATE ACTION TAKEN

INITIALS



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER
STATE  NMASSACHUEETTS

Date Entered o 7 WA

Name L ocation

Fall Rlvsr Wat«nforks Fall R Tar
Briseel Gounty

Honor abl e Paul  Tsongaa Al'so Notified
fionorabla ikivard M Kann State Historic Frasanratioa Officar
Honorabl a Margarat M Haekl ar Ms. Patricia L. Vésl ovski

| atcutlve Uroetor* Muaaachuaatts

North Atlantic Region, NS 292' {Q’,\tﬁg“ ﬁgtl 0:1VISt_rla;§tl on
Bost on, Masaachuaatta 02108

NR Eady/ nt 12/ 18/ 81

For further information, please call theNational Register at (202a3fiAE)LL,



