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1. Name 

' HCRS use only 

celved NOV : 1981^ 

.teonteredQEQ ' ^ • s i 

historic F a l l River Waterworks 

and/or common same 

2. Location 
street & numt)er B e d f o r d S t r e e t not for publication 

city, town F a l l R i v e r vicinity of congressional district 1 0 t h 

state Mas s achus e 11 scode 025 county B r i s t o l code 005 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district X public occupied agriculture museum 
y building(s) private X unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military X other: i n o p e r a t i 

4. Owner of Property 

name City of F a l l River 

street & number One Governmen c Center 

city, town Fal l River vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bristol County Registry of nRpHg 

street & number 441 North Main Street 

city, town F a l l River state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic Assets 

title of the Commonwealth has this property been determined elegible? yes _X_no 

date 1977-79, 1981 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commi ssi nn 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated }L unaltered JL_ original site 

X good ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Fall River Water Works occupies a 22 acre site on the western edge of 
North Watuppa Pond, two miles east of downtown Fall River. The Water Works is 
accessible only by Bedford Street, which becomes a private road into the property 
beyond Reservoir Street. 

The original buildings of the complex include the Pumping Station, an Intake House, 
and a Standpipe Tower, a l l b u i l t between 1872 and 1875 in the Ruskinian Gothic style. 
These buildings are constructed of random ashlar granite with bluestone trim, a l l 
quarried locally. Later additions to the complex include the Narrows Gate House 
(1908, replacing the original structure which burned) and the Auxiliary Intake House 
(ca. 1914), both of which repeat the architectural style and motifs of the original 
structures. The only structure original to this complex which is no longer extant 
is a two-family granite house, b u i l t for the Water Works engineer and his assistant; 
the house was l o s t to the building of Route 24 in 1955. The stone ruins of a large 
Ice House (ca. 1876; Map #1) also remain on the property. In addition, nine other 
permanent, non-contributing structures from the 20th century are included on 
this property. 

The most prominent structure at the Water Works is the 121 foot high Standpipe Tower 
(1873; Photo #1, Map #13), located 324 feet above sea level on the south side of 
Bedford Road. The elaborate octagonal tower houses a 78-foot low and high service 
standpipe, supported on a four-sided, buttressed base. The tower features 
roundarched windows, a small i r o n - r a i l balcony with elaborately carved brackets 
below the top level of windows (which have polychrome archivolts)', a cornice line of 
bluestone modillionsi, and a polygonal spire with triangular dormers and a weathervane. 
At the base of the tower are two gabled wings, the smaller one containing a round-
arched entrance with a polychrome archivolt and a t r e f o i l Window ahovie. 

The second major element in the Water Works complex is the Pumping Station (1875), 
which stands at the eastern terminus of Bedford Street at the shoreline of North 
Watuppa Pond. The Pumping Station is composed of three parts: the Engine House 
(Photo #2, 3; Map #6), measuring 80 by 56 feet; the Coal House (Photo #2,5; Map #6), 86 by 21 
feet; and the Boiler Room (Map #6), 53% by 23 feet. Of primary significance is the 
Engine House, a one story building with two-feet thick walls, a comice line of 
stone modillions, and a low but steeply pitched hip roof (originally covered with 
polychrome slate t i l e s ) . The three bay facade of the Engine House has two end 
pavilions flanking a recessed entrance bay, whose double doorway is contained 
within a double arched entry with slim colonettes. Above the doorway is a pedimented 
parapet. Below grade the building's windows are narrow and roundarched, while those 
on the main floor are wider and segmentally arched;all have pointed archivolts. ^ 
The large, 1874 Worthington duplex pumping machine is s t i l l in place inside-- a rare 
survivor. Perpendicular to the Engine House is the Coal House, a lower, one story 
building With a very stfeep roof. With the exception of a series of small triangular 
dormers, the building is windowless; i t s gable end is stepped, giving the appearance 
of a monitor roof. 
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To the east of the Engine House i s the Intake House (1872; Photo #3, Map #5). 
This small, 8 by 10 foot structure i s b u i l t over the lake, with a roundarched 
window on each side and a low hip roof surmounted by a belvedere. An Auxiliary 
Intake House (ca. 1914; Map #3) stands j u s t north of the Engine House, and the 
similar Narrows Gate House (1903; Map #15) stands at the south shore of the 
North Watuppa. 

The non-contributing structures contained within the Water Works today include 
a brick e l e c t r i c a u x i l i a r y station (ca. 1914 and 1955; Map #4); a two story, brick 
administration building (1922; Map #10); two water tanks (ca. 1950) with gatehouse; •. 
two concrete valve houses (1956); a f i l t r a t i o n plant (1976; Map #2); and several 
garages and storage sheds. A short, 20th century water drainage channel runs along 
the edge of North Watuppa Pond. 



8. Signifficance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

_X_ 1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric X community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture_ 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
. transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1873-75, 1908, 1914 Builder/Architect H.M. Wilson 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The F a l l River Water Works i s a s t r i k i n g a rchitectural and technological complex, 
marking an era of vigorous public works construction i n one of the nineteenth 
century's major textile-producing c i t i e s . The parklike complex i s v i s u a l l y intact 
and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y homogeneous, retaining i n t e g r i t y of s e t t i n g , location, design, 
materials, workmanship, and fee l i n g . The property thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the 
National Register of Hist o r i c Places. 

Although the f i r s t cotton m i l l i n F a l l River was established i n 1811, the industry's 
importance was not recognized and s o l i d i f i e d u n t i l major transportation improvements 
were made i n the 1840s, making F a l l River more accessible to Boston and New York. 
By mid-century, however. F a l l River was an established i n d u s t r i a l center along with 
Lowell, Lawrence, and Springfield, MA. The post-Civil War years saw tremendous growth 
i n Fall River, establishing much of the c i t y ' s present-day physical character. Between 
1870 and 1875 the population rose 73%, from 26,000 to 45,000; the number of spindles 
run i n the m i l l s increased from 544,606 to 1,269,048 during those same years. This was 
also an era of large-scale municipal works-- the building of better roads, schools, 
and a f i r e protection system as well as the construction of a water supply system, to 
serve the growing urban population. The construction of the Fa l l River Water Works was 
a major component of the c i t y ' s development, both r e f l e c t i n g and allowing i t s growth 
as a modern i n d u s t r i a l c i t y . Standing on the westem shore of the North Watuppa Pond, 
the complex marks the edge of the c i t y and the t r a n s i t i o n from r u r a l open space to the 
dense i n d u s t r i a l core. 

Increased cases of well contamination and typhoid resulted i n the 1871 appointment of a 
Board of Water Commissioners to investigate the improvement of the c i t y ' s water supply. 
Because many of the Water Commissioners were also owners of major m i l l s , the concerns of 
the t e x t i l e industry were e x p l i c i t l y as well as i m p l i c i t l y addressed by t h i s Board. 
The F a l l River Water Works was erected between 1872 and 1875, measurably improving 
sanitary conditions and, j u s t as importantly, ensuring adequate water supplies for the 
city's numerous steam-driven looms. 

Watuppa Pond was chosen as the s i t e f o r the new complex because i t s water supply 
"render(ed) i t eminently suitable f o r the various purposes of a water supply, for 
drinking, f o r washing, f o r use i n steam b o i l e r s , and for general manufacturing purposes 
where a pure and soft water i s required." The Board chose a gravity-fed direct 
pumping system with an a u x i l i a r y standpipe which was necessary to pump water to the 
higher elevations of some parts of the c i t y . Much.analysis and study were undertaken 
in order to determine which system would best and longest serve F a l l River. The Engine 
House, for example, was made large enough to accomodate four engines (1874, s t i l l 
surviving; 1875; 1883; 1895), which together provided a 22.75 m i l l i o n gallon capacity. 
In the f i r s t two years of operation, nearly 45 miles of pipe (one-quarter of the present 
system) were l a i d , providing service to downtown, the waterfront, the m i l l s , and two 



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences see continuation sheet 

Reports of the Organization of the Fall River Water Works, 1874-1879. 
Phillips' History of Fall River, Vol. I I , 1941. 
History of Fall River Fire Department. Thomas Lynch, 1896. 
History of Fall River, compiled for the Cotton Centennial. Henry Fenner, 1911. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 2 2 . 4 7 6 a c r e s 

Quadrangle name Fal l River F.ast, MA and F a l l River, MA-RI 
UMT References 

^ [ 1 ^ |5|2,2|9,8,0l |4,6|1,8|2,4,0| 
Zone Easting Northing 

c L i i i J | 3 | 2 .3 | 1 ,3 .0 | | 4 , 6 | 1 , 8 | 1 , 3 , 0 |  

E I 1|9| | 3 | 2 | 5 | 6 | 8 | 0 | |4 ,6 |1 |9 |3 ,5 ,0| 

Quadrangle scale 1:25,OOP 

3 2,5|6|4 ,0 4 |6 |1 |6|3 |0 |0 

B |3|2,3 1 |4 |0 | |4,6|1,8 |1 |9 |0 | 
Zone Easting Northing 

D |3|2,3 P |4 |0 | |4,6|1,8 P i i 
F |1|9| |3|2|4 3 |0 |4,6 1,9 1 |6 

H |1 ,9| 3|2 ,3 3 1° f ,6 |1 / 

5 i2 >2 19 t2 lO I 14 i6 11 i7 )9 .9 lO 1 Verbal boundary desc r ip t ion and j us t i f i ca t i on ^ H J 2 J 

See continuation sheet and attached sketch map. 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Vivienne Lasky, F a l l River Of f i ce 

name/title Wendy Front iero, Preservation Planner, wi th of H i s to r i c Preservation 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date August 27, 1981 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certlffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state i j state is: 

national state v local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 1n the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreatipn Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 
Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission ^^^^ 10/23/ 

For HCRS use only 
1 hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

Entered i n tKa 
Katl i date / . 

|^ i !^„^^eeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

G P O 938 8 3 5 
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major residential neighborhoods. The o r i g i n a l system was superceded by a new 
f i l t r a t i o n plant i n 1976. 

The setting and design of the Water Works form a v i s u a l , a r c h i t e c t u r a l , and engineering 
landmark. The complex's functionally and temporally varied structures are unified 
by thoughtful landscaping and by handsome Ruskinian Gothic s t y l i n g . This architectural 
mode was used for a number of important public buildings i n F a l l River between 1870 and 
1900. The Water Works stands out, however, as an unusual application of high style 
design for a u t i l i t a r i a n purpose. The specifications f o r the structures give 
H.M. Wilson as the architect, but l i t t l e else is known of t h i s man. Wilson is thought 
to have been brought from out of town to work on t h i s project-- perhaps from Boston, 
where an H.M. Wilson is noted i n 1869 i n connection with a commercial building downtown. 

The F a l l River Water Works survives as a s t r i k i n g symbol of the post-Civil War ; 
in d u s t r i a l era at i t s best: blending technological triumph with c i v i c progress for 
the enhancement of the public good. Li s t i n g on the National Register i s expected 
to encourage the preservation and restoration of the presently inoperative h i s t o r i c 
complex. 
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Fall River and Its Industries. Henry H. Earl, 1877. 
Engineering News, "̂'The Water-Works of American Cities, Fall River, Mass." 

June 6, 1878 and August 1, 1878. 
Report of Watuppa Ponds and Quequechan River Commission. City of Fall River, Sept. 1915. 
Vertical f i l e s , Boston Public Library, Fine Arts Department. 



Continuation Sheet 
10. Geographical Data \/ 

Verbal boundary d e s c r i p t i o n and j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

HOV 5 1981 

DEC 7 1981 
F a l l River Assessors P l a t #L-20 c o n t a i n i n g square footage as d e t a i l e d 
below: 

A l l land shown i n c l u d i n g Bedford S t r e e t , excluding the f o l l o w i n g 
two p a r c e l s : 

#1 - 179,437.5 s q . f t . 4.12A. /̂  -H? , -.'r 
#2 - 280,422 s q . f t . 6.43A. y 

Ab u t t i n g Amvets Memorial Highway on East. 

'• Beginning a t a p o i n t 84.39 f e e t n o r t h of Bark Street on the 
e a s t e r l y l i n e of Reservoir S t r e e t running n o r t h e r l y , p a r a l l e l to 
Reservoir S t r e e t f o r 1140.88 f e e t + t o a p o i n t forming the 
southerly corner of Lot #1. Thence running e a s t e r l y , p a r a l l e l 

'.y;,-' t o the south l i n e of l o t #1 f o r 600.0 f e e t + t o a p o i n t i n t e r -
s e c t ing l o t s #1 and 2. Thence running s o u t h e r l y , p a r a l l e l w i t h 

yy^y. the west l i n e of l o t #2 f o r 467.37 f e e t + t o the southwest 
corner of l o t #2. Thence running e a s t e r l y , p a r a l l e l t o the 
south l i n e of l o t #2 f o r 600.0 f e e t + t o Amvets Memorial Highway 

r^y.:':. which forms the southeast corner of l o t #2. Thence running 
s o u t h e r l y , p a r a l l e l t o the west boundry l i n e of Amvets Memorial 
Highway 573 f e e t + t o p o i n t which forms the northeast corner of 
l o t #K-23-79. Thence running westerly 1161.0 f e e t + p a r a l l e l 

t, t o the n o r t h boundary l i n e s of l o t s K-23-79 , 80 , 81, 82 , 83 , 84 , 
85,86,87,88,89,90,91,92,93,94,95,96,97,98,99,100,102, and 103 

• t o the beginning p o i n t a t Reservoir S t r e e t . ,.... - ;>, 

' y \y Said described p a r c e l c o n t a i n i n g 979,043.0 square f e e t +. 
'iK (22.476 Acres) . . . :K 

De s c r i p t i o n of land owned by the Watuppa Water Board bounded and 
described as f o l l o w s : 

Beginning a t a p o i n t formed by the i n t e r s e c t i o n of I n t e r s t a t e 
Highway 195 on the south, Amvets Memorial Highway (Route 24) 
on the west, and the North Watuppa Pond on the east and thence 
running n o r t h e r l y f o r ten thousand f e e t approximately t o the 

• . c e n t e r l i n e of New Boston Road i f said l i n e of New Boston ' 
Road were extended e a s t e r l y from i t s ' present terminus. 

Above described boundaries f u l l y encompass a l l land and s t r u c t u r e s 
contained t h e r e i n owned by the Watuppa Water Board. 

The Narrows Gate House (1908) i s not b u i l t on land; i t i s b u i l t 
on a cofferdam located on the south shore of the North Watuppa 
Pond a b u t t i n g land designated as p a r t of I n t e r s t a t e Highway 195 
and f u r t h e r defined as s t r a d d l i n g the C i t y of F a l l River/Town of 
Westport d i v i d i n g l i n e , running n o r t h and south. 
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_l/';^"cT.i nation 
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Federal Register Date H . l i g 3* 

>'c-.ir.at;on prepared by; 
-Stace Staff 

^ t h c r 

'%ldg(s) 
'Site 
Object 
Structure 
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Multiple Resource Area 
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1. Descriptive Statener;t 
Short Format Yes No 

Significance Staterneai: 
Short For rr. at Yos No 

C. C o.;cepcs/Integri ty 

Cc:icepts'Criteria 

5. Ccacepcs/Doundaries 

c. Coniextual Evaluation 

Good 
Adequate 

Peer 

C-fc•':e:-=l Comments (cont. on back i i recessary) 

Comments 

Haviev,-er/Date 
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See Attached 
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M A S S A C H U S E T T S 294 Washington Street 
H I Q T O R i r * A I Boston, Massachusetts 
n i O l ^ ^ n i ^ M L . 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 

C O M M I S S I O N 617-727-8470 Secretary of State 

October 22, 1981 

Carol Shull, Acting Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination forms: 

^^^Fall River: Fall River Water Works (local) 

Northfield: King Philip's H i l l (local) resubmission 

Boston: Field's Comer Maiicipal Building (local) resub­
mission 

Al l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and 
have been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 

Sincerely, 

Candace Jenlans 
Registration Director 

CJ/pb Enclosure 

BECHVED 

NOV 5 1981 
NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

V: 
-8 

J 
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Date Entered DEC 7 1981 

Name Location 

Fall Rlvsr Wat«nforks Fall RiTar 
Briseel County 

Honorable Paul Tsongaa 
fionorabla ikiward M. Kannady 
Honorabla Margarat M. Haeklar 

North Atlantic Region, NPS 

Also Notified 

State Historic Frasanratioa Officar 
Mrs. Patricia L. Waslovski 
latcutlve Ulroetor* Maaaachuaatts 

Historical fVi—1 •sion 
294 Washington Straat 
Boston, Masaachuaatta 02108 

NR Eady/mc 12/18/81 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202>̂ a3ifiA£)LL, 


