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1. Name

historic Dr. Samuel'Warren,House

Zenith Products Company

—~—

and or common

2. Locatior’ ®

street & number A32 Cherry strhe t

city, town  ~*ton N7A vicinity of
tat Massachusetts d 025
state code county
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status
district public occupied
iL_ building(s) N private unoccupied
structure both work In progress
site Public Acquisition Accessible
object NJ/A Prosn@M X yes: restricted

being considered yes: unrestricted

no
4. Owner off Property
name Edward B. Thomas and Louise C. Proctor
street & number 432 Cherry Street

city, town  Newton N/A  vicinity of

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

For NPS use only

6 1934
3 .gM

received DEC

dateentered

not for publication

Middlesex . N 017
code

Present Use

agriculture museum

A commercial park
educational private residence
entertainment religious
government scientific
industrial transportation
military other:

state M assachusetts

5. Location off Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.
street & number 208 Cambridge Street

city, town Cambridge

Middlesex County Registry of Deeds

state M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets of
the Commonwealth #117]

date 19 78

depository for survey records

city, town Boston

has this property been determined eligible?

M assachusetts Historical

yes X no

federal X state county local

Commission

state M assachusetts
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The two-bay south elevation i ssimlar, but nore sinmple. A single bay aligned withthe
ganbrel peak features plainly framed 12/12 sash windows on thefirst two stories and 6/9
sash i ntheattic. Smaller 6/9 w ndows nake up t herear bay.

The rear elevation no longer presents itsoriginal appearance. |t contains eight
irregularly spaced bays and a mi x of nodern and early sash. Sone of t he sashes nmay be
original. Qne of thetwo entrances on therear elevation retains a Georgian entrance
surround.

The interior of theWarren House retains many of itsoriginal features. There are only
three large roons on thefirst floor, reflecting thethree stages of the building's
construction. V@éod panelling and beans areintact, as i sone of thethree original
fireplaces and mantels (another fireplace, i ntheoldest portion of thehouse, i s framed
by a reproduction md-18th century mantel). Second-floor roons have been sonewhat altered
for office use, although sone original panelling renmains.

In 1960, new owners converted t hehouse froma multi-famly tenenment i nvery poor
condition tooffice space, and at thesane time restored theWrren House's 18t h century
appearance. Today, t hesane owners use t hebuilding as an antiques business.



8. Signifficance Dr. Samuel Warren House, Newton, M\

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature . sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture education military _ social
X 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_x- 1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater
1900- .. _communications industry politics government transportation
invention JL. other (specify)

Conmuni ty Devel gpnent

Specific dates ca. 1716, 5 1750,  Builder/Architect Wlliam WIliams
1785
Stat ement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Dr. Saruel Warren House p-ossesses integrity of design,' materials,, rworkmajaship, feeling,

and association. It issignificant for its part i n Wst Newton' s conmunity devel opment,
for its Georgian architecture, and for its three-part construction over a
seventy-five-year period during thel18thcentury. It i stheoldest of three
colonial-period buildings surviving i nWest Newton and i sassociated with several
individuals closely involved i nthetown's early devel opment. Additionally, it i sone of
approxi mately a dozen extant colonial-period buildings i nNewon. It has served several
purposes since it was built i n1716— single famly dwelling, multifamily dwelling,
comercial space and, possibly, tavern. [Its original owner/builder, Wlliam WIliams, a

local housewright, also built theDr. Sanuel Wheat House nearby on Wl tham Street, which
has an identical roofline. The building thus meets criteria A B, and C of t he National
Register for Historic Places at a local level.

The town of West Newton i nt he 18t hcentury consisted of a fewhbuildings clustered around
a town center and several outlying farms. The comunity was |ocated along one of the
maj or roads t o Boston, O d Natick Road (now Washington Street). WlliamWIlliams built
the ol dest portion of thenom nated property on Washington Street at thevillage center i n
about 1716. Wlliams, a yeonan and well-known housewright i nthevillage, purchasedthe
Washington Street ot fromhis father, Isaac, one of thefirst settlers of Wst Newt on.
There he built a three-bay, side-entry hone. He sold thebuilding i n 1732.

Al though many of West Newton's early hones were passed down from father toson, WIliams'
house changed family ownership nunmerous times, belonging toeight different famlies
during the 18thcentury. 1 n1750, Dr. John Allen, a local physician, doubled thesize of
the building by adding two bays totheleft of thedoorway, therefore creating a
center-entrance, five-bay facade.

The Warren House i sassociated with John Pigeon, one of thetown's Revolutionary Vér
patriots. Pigeon, a merchant, had been active i nBoston's developing revolutionary
noverent prior tohis arrival i nWst Newton i n1769. He quickly rose toa position of
prom nence i nWest Newton's |ocal governnent, serving as chairman of thecomitteeto
instruct thetown's representative totheMassachusetts General Court, and he was
appointed a delegate totheFirst Massachusetts Provincial Congress at Concord i n 1774.

The house again changed hands i n 1777 and was expanded still further i napproximtely
1785. A five-bay addition, with four windows and a door (nowclosed), contained one
substantial room and nade t he house t helargest and nost el aborate residence i n West
Newt on. The house at this time was known as t he "Mansion House," and it nmay have served
as a tavern at theclose of thel8thcentury, with its enornous addition used as the
taproom Its occupants over thenext seventy years were for thenost part |ocal

mer chants. The house takes its present nane from Sarmuel Warren, a prom nent Vst Newt on
physician and deacon of t heWst Newton Congregational Church. Wrren owned t he building
bet ween 1836 and 1868. This period represented t helongest single ownership i n the
building's history.

continued



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

See Continuation Sheet

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 14,199 sq. ft.

Quadrangle name HfBATOfsi Quadrangle scale 1?725,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List allstates and counties forproperties overlapping state orcounty boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Betsy Friedberg, Preservation Planner, (MHC), with Elsie M. Husher, Member,
nameftitle Newton Historical Chymmi ssinn

organization M assachusetts Historical Commission date September, 1984
street & number ~"94 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance ofthis property within the stateis:

national state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), thereby nominate this property for inclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Senrice.

State Historic Preservation OHicer signature VAJLJILIVV. I\ . (XAN\Sn”

State Historic Preservation Officer
title M assachusetts Historical Commission

For NPS use only
I hereby certify that this property isincluded in the National Register

date /'3_$
'"NTAKe”r of the National Register

N Attest: date
Chief of Registration

iPO eB4-7BB
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In themd-19th century. Wst Newton's population increased dramatically and thetown's
character changed. Trains running a new y-opened route between Boston and Worcester
stopped i nthe center of Wst Newton, close to the Warren House. By the 1860s,

t ownspeopl e were commuting to Boston on a regular basis and the town was no |onger the

largely rural community that it had been inthe 18th century. | n 1868, builders MIlo and
Oscar Lucas noved the Warren House around the corner to Cherry Street to make room for a
grammar school. Oscar Lucas, the new owner, converted the mansion toa three-famly

resi dence.

Multi-fam |y residences were common i n Vst Newton by the late 1880s, and t he Warren House
remai ned i nsteady use as an apartment house until 1960.

Today, the structure and frame of the Warren House remain intact, but the overall
appearance of the building i sonce again that of a Georgiansingle-famly residence.
Typical Georgian features present on the Warren House include quoins, narrow clapboards,
pegged frame wi ndows, and a ganbrel roof. These features reflect the third stage of the
Warren House's construction. Its present owner restored these details, and added a
reproduction Ceorgian-period doorway to the main facade. He retained all surviving
period noldings, beans, and panelling.

For the past twenty-five years, the building has served as horme for several |ocal

busi nesses. Edward Thomas bought the house i n 1960 and converted the interior into office
space for hisbusiness, Zenith Products Conpany. Today the Warren House houses an antiques
busi ness.
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Jackson, Francis, History of Newton, 1845.
Newton City Atlas, 1874.

Newton City Directory, 1868, 1875.

Newt on Hi storical Conm ssion, Newon's 19th Century Architecture: West Newton, 1978.
Files at Jackson Honmestead: "432 Cherry St., Vst Newton."
Maps of Newton: 1700/1800, 1831, 1848, 1855.

South M ddl esex Courthouse, Registry of Deeds, East Canbridge, M\
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Warren, Dr. Samud, House
Middlesex County

MASSACHUSETTS
*  resubmission Entered
» nomination by person or local government National
n owner objection
* appeal
Substantive Review: CU sample CU request

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * ves * no

7. Description

Condition Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered
CU good CU ruins altered
CUfair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CU summary paragraph
CU completeness

CU clarity

CU alterations/integrity
CU dates

CU boundary selection

A
Working No. it 6 1%
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: 113/<!rS' - X /M XN]
Action: AACCEPT [-."N-is™
RETURN
Reglstei” REJECT

Federal Agency:

CU NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
» original site
moved date.





















