
Form No. 10-300 REV. (9/77) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERlOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF IDSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

DNAME 
HISTORIC Belville, John, House 

AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION [A) , / I ,I I' • . ' I ,•''1,._._!} .~)',, 
/1-(1 (j' . . ( , -~ / f I) u r I', • 

STREET & NUMBER V 1 

On the grounds of the Grandvi.ew Ambulatory _£~9}~ffR'PuBL1CATION 

CITY, TOWN 

,_J, ,j (1 ~ ;,LY~a :ill:lingten--'feWfteh-¼p- _ v1c1 NITY oF III 
STATE 

Ohio 

llcLASSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP 
_PUBLIC 

~PRIVATE 

CODE 

039 

STATUS 
_OCCUPIED 

X UNOCCUPIED 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

XBUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_OBJECT 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS XYES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED _ YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Grandview Hospital Ambulatory Center 
STREET & NUMBER 

1997 Miamisburg-Centerville Road 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY CODE 
Montgomery 113 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

_PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER: 

------ - - ------ --------------------
CITY. TOWN 

Centerville _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Ohio - 45459 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. Montgomery County Recorders Office 
STREET & NUMBER 

451 West Third Street 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Dayton, Ohio 45402 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
llfLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 



.... 

B DESCRIPTION 

__ -.EXCEL.LEN_T 

_GOOD 

~FAIR 

CONDITION 

_J)ET1RIORATE_Q 

.. _RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

__ UN& TERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DAT,:_ __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

BELVILLE HOUSE DESCRIPTION 

John Belville acquired the 80-acre "half of a quarter section" farm in December, 1829. 
The Montgomery County tax records show a significant increase in the value of the house 
and acreage in 1835, indicating the house could have been built in 1833 or 1834. 

The stately two-story Federal style brick farmhouse is built in the shape of a "T", 
with two rooms downstairs to the front, one centered behind it. The facade is highlighted 
with two centered front doors with a window on either end. Four windows are above these 
openings on t he second floor. Flemish bond brickwork was used on the facade, while the 
other walls feature sixth row American bond brickwork. There are three corbelled chimneys, 
two on the gable ends of the front part of the house, one on the rear gable end. Each 
chimney has a pair of small attic windows which pierce the wood moulding under the roof. 
Besides the double front doors, there are two outside doors in the back room, as well as 
one to tne•'•rear of the east r'ront room . . Rubbed brick arches decorate each doorway ·and 

I , . . • . . . -
window on the ·nrst floor; while the second floor windows are unadorned . 

The floor plan upstairs includes three bedrooms across the f )nt of the house which 
were entered by a hallway running the length of that part of the house • . A fourth bedroom 
over the rear part of the house has a patched floor indicating that a smaller winding 
stairway may have originally come up to that room. 

Five fireplace opening still remain in the house, although they have all undergone 
changes over the years. Two fireplaces in the downstairs front section of the house were 
closed in to fit coal burning grates. (The measurements of the whole fireplace unit are 6 
feet by 2 feet) A large fireplace, 8 feet 8 inches by 2 feet, is located in the rear first 
floor room, probably used as a kitchen fireplace when the house was new. Upstairs, the west 
front bedroom has a brick fireplace, as does the back be,droom. , , . 

. ' ; I '. .. •, ,_. · .• . J, .. _ , • _ _ .I, r , , .. . . • ,, , ; • r, , , • I: I - ,. , ,. . . • . r , . • , • • • 1 • : · · • ,. • ' • 

Unusual in this house are the floors, 1~ inch thick boards, tongue and grooved so 
tightly that no nails are visiple., even at the ends of the boards •• ,F,lp_o,r-., };)(i)ards are 4¾ 
to 6¾ inches wfa.e~ · . , ... " · ·" .. .. - ...... .... . 

Woodwork in all but the lower front two rooms are moulded ar:icl .. :rnqr,tised, typical of the 
first forty years of building in this area. Upstairs in the main hallway, each doorway into 
the bedrooms features a plain T framing with five horizontal pane.ls ,,on each door. Other 
features of this earl y home inc l ude pegged and numbered refters in the attic , beaded peg 
rail in one closet, a similar beaded baseboard and chair rail in other rooms, a solid 

• limestone basement, as well as a stone hearth in one of the bedrooms, and a stone door sill. 
Heavy hewn timbers form a plate in the attic on all but the gable ends of the house. A 
similar sill is visible in the basement under the center of the house. 

Frame additions have been added to the east side and the back of the house, as well 
as parched on the front and rear west side. These may be removed during restoration of the 
house. Dependency buildings have all been recently removed. 

The house is in a rapidly growing area of multiple family houses, commercial and 
light industry. 

f 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Bullt £or John B~lviile in 1837 ~ t:be house i$ important for its asso
~iations with the foundations of the Presbyterian faith in southwestern Ohio. 

Born in New Castle, Delaware, December 21, 1800, of French Huguenot heritage, John L. 
Belville attended Princeton Theological Seminary and was licenced to preach by the presby
tery of New Castle in 1827. Sent as a missionary to the Dayton area, he reached here by 
horseback about June 1st. Without the benefit of~ church building, he .held meetings in , , 
homes, School hOliseis~ ·and in the woods, meeting the challen,g:e' q.f bad roaqs .or ,no .:roads, ., . . 
as well. · · ,., .. ., ., ··· · ' _;"· · ·. ,. · ._, , .. ·. '· ·· '·' · · · · · · ·' 

In May, 1828, he married Elizabeth Mann Long in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, and re
'rned to Ohio as stated supply and, later, pastor of Washington Presbyterian Church. The 
aurch minutes record February 20, 1830 as the date the Rev. J. L. Belville became the pas

tor. He helped to organize this church which served the neighboring communities of Center
ville, Miamisburg, Carrollton, Alexandersville and Woodbourne. In 1829, land was secured 
for a church building directly across the road from the BO-acre farm which the Belvilles 
purchased the same year. Described by Beers in his History of Montgomery County (11182) as 
uone of the most talented and eloquent divines of that day,n he added many members to the 
church rolls, particularly at a camp meeting in the early 1830's. 

It was always difficult for the church "to raise the subscription" fo:r: the ministe:i;:'s 
salary. A di vision arose in the church, comfortable settled i.n their new building, wh_e,n 
the trustees were -empowered t?o select a number of seats and to set a price on them. 
Belville weathered the crisis with a vote of confidence from his congregation. · ·· · , 

By 1836, the cong.reg.a.tion at Middletown requested one-third of Mr. Belville 's labors 
among them. To lighten their financial obligations, the church vot~d to give up ·one-third 
of Mr. Belville's time.~ In 1840, he accepted a call to the church at Bellefountaine. He 
is also listed as a minister for the church at Carrollton after it was built in 1846: 

The 1850 census lists his residence in Washington Township with five children residing 
at home: Elizabeth, Sarah, Jacob, Frances and Wickgliffe. Another daughter, Mary Ann (1829-
1857) is buried in the Washington Presbyterian cemetery. He is listed in that ce,nsus as a 
minister and farmer, and the value of his real estate made him one the township's most finan
cially secure men. His children's lives are recorded in various Dayton histories, attesting 
to their success. 

In the larger church organization, Selville was present and assisted at the organization 
of the synod of Cincinnati and was elected moderator of that body several times. He also 
served as moderator of his presbytery several times. Three times he was selected a com
missioner of the church's general assembly and took an active part in its deliberations. 

When failing health forced him to relinquish his active church work, he retired to his 
farm across the road from his first church, preaching as his health permitted. For a few 
years he was in charge of the Centerville Academy, a private school for boys in nearby Cen
terville. In 1870, the Belvilles sold their farm and brick home to Osdar Maxwell and moved 
to Dayton. John Belville died September 21, 1880, while his wife Elizabeth lived till 
September 14, 1896. The Maxwell family occupied it until 1943. 

The current owners are sensitive to the property's historic value and support its 
rehabilitation. 
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Dayton, Ohio 45402 
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;.<IPTION 

, J<CELLENT 

-GOOD 

~FAIB 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

:-UN~LTERED 

~ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~RIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED OATc_ __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

BELVILLE HOUSE DESCRIPTION 

....... _ 

John Bel ville acquired the 80-acre "half of a quarter section" farm in December, 1829 . 
The Montgomery CounLy tax r ecords s how a si8)'lificant increase in the, value of the house 
and acreage i n 1835, indicating the hous could have been built in 1833 or 1834. 

The stately two- story Fede1~a1 style brick _farmhouse is built in the shape of a "T", 
with two r ooms down~tairs to the front , one cen tered behind it . The facade is highlighted 
wi th two cer.te red front doors with a window on either end. Four windo1,, s are above these 
openin5s on the second floor . £i'lemish bond brickwork was used on the facade , whil e the 
otl:ier 1,alls fea t1..:re sixth row American bond brickwork. There are three corbelled chi mneys , 
two on tri.e gabl e ends of the front par t of the house, one on the rear gable end . Each 
chimney has a pair of small a ttic windows which pierce the wood moul din g under the r oof. 
Besides the doubl e front c.oors , there are two outside doors in the ba.cl< room, as well as 

one to the rear· of the east front r oom. Rubbed brick a.rches decorate each doorway and 
window on tl:e 'first floor, while t he· second floor 1,iindows are unadorned . 

The floor pl an upstairs includes three tedrooms across t.he f mt q f the house which 
were entered by a hallwa y running the length of that part of the house. . A fourth bedroom 
over the r ea r part of the house has a patched floor indica ting that a smaller winding 
stairway mey have originally con e up to that room. 

Five fireplace opening still remain in the house, although they have all unde~g;one 
changes over the years . Two fireplaces in the downstairs front section of the house were 
closed in to fit coal burning grates. (The measurements of the whole fireplace unit are 6 
feet by 2 feet) A large fireplace, 8 feet 8 inches by 2 feet, is located in the rear first 
floor room, probably used as a kitchen fireplace when the house was new. Upstairs, the west 
front bedroom has a brick firepl ace, as does the bac}{ be.droom. . ... , , . . _. ;'. 

. • . ~. ! .. - • • • \. . - .,. I ~ • ., • • • I : I • ... . • . • , ~ . ' . • • ' • .. . . . ,, • '. 

Unusual in this house are the floors, l½ inch thick boards, tongue and grooved so 
tightly that no nails are visi):>leJ even at the ends of the boards .•. ,l;J.po;r-... }wards are 4½ 
to 61:i inches wfae: · - ,... · . . , ... . ·-· ·· · ·•··· . . 

Woodwork in all pu"t; . :t:1:1.~. l _o~~;- front two rooms are moulded anq_, rn.qr-tised, typical of the 
first forty years ··of building in this area. Upstairs in the main ;hallway, each doorway into 
the bedrooms features a p lain T framing with five horizontal panels ..on each door. Other 
featur·es oi this early home include pegged and numbered refters in the attic, beaded peg 
rail in one closet, a similar beaded baseboard and chair rail in other r ooms, a solid 
limestone basement, as well as a stone hearth in one of the bedrooms, and a stone door sill . 
Heavy hewn timbers form a plate in the attic on all but the gable ends of the house. A 
similar sill is visible in the basement under the center of the house. 

Frame additions have been added to the east side and the back of the house, as well 
as perched on the front and rear west side. These may be removed during restoration of the 
house. Dependency buildings have all been recently removed. 

The house is. in a rapidly growing area of multiple family houses, commercial and 
light industry. 

.......--
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

__ARCHEULOGY -PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNIN.G 

__ARCHEOLOGY -HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

__AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS 

_.ARCHITECTURE 

__ART 

_EDUCATION , . ' 

_ENGINEERING 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITE RA TU A E 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

. EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 
•1 ' . .. , ,.: ' 

- ,. 
SPECIFIC DATES 183 7 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

X.RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAi/HUMANiTARiAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Bu°IJ.t to r J ohn 13 E: lville in 18371 t he hous e i l;l i mportant f or its asso
~iations with the foundations of the Presbyterian faith in southwestern Ohio. 

Born in New Castle, Delaware, December 21, 1800, of French Huguenot heritage, John L. 
Belville attended Princeton Theological Seminary and was licenced to preach by the presby
tery of New Castle in 1827. Sent as a missionary to the Dayton area, he reached here by 
horseback about June 1st. Without the benefit of a church building, he held meetings in 

• . I . • . • . . 

homes, · school houses; ·and in the wocids·, . rcieeting the challenge qf bad roaqs .or no _roads, .. . 1, ._., 
as well. -·• · .,._ •.,. ., .. ,. · ·'· ·'· ··· · ·. ' · "' ... · '· .. ·· ·· · · · ·-- -~ , 

In May, 1828, he married Elizabeth Mann Long in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, and re
turned to Ohio as stated supply and, later, pastor of Washington Presbyterian Church. The 
church minutes record February 20, 1830 as the date the Rev. J. L. Belville became the pas
tor. He helped to organize this church which served the neighboring communities of Center
ville, Miamisburg, Carrollton, Alexandersville and Woodbourne. In 1829, land was secured 
for a church building directly across the road from the BO-acre farm which the Belvilles 
purchased the same year. Described by Beers in his History of Montgomery County (lr182) as 

• "one of .the most talented and eloquent divines of that day," he added many members to the 
church rolls, particularly at a camp meeting in the early 1830's. 

It was always difficult for the chur!==h l't~ raise the_ subs_cription_" for __ :t:he m~ni:5t_e_r _' s 
salary. A division arose in the church, comfortable settled in their new building, when 
the trustees were -empowered t.o select a number of seats and to set a price on them. . 
Belville weathered the crisis with a vote of confidence from his congregation. ·•- - - -

By 1836, the congreg~tion at Middletown requested one-third of Mr •. Belville's labors 
among them. To lighten their financial obligations, the chur.ch voted to give up -one-thi.rd 
of Mr. Belville 1 s time.- In 1840, he accepted a call to the church at Bellefountaine. He 
is also listed as a minister for the church at Carrollton after it was built in 1846.-

The 1850 census lists his residence in Washington Township with five children residing 
at home: Elizabeth, Sarah, Jacob, Frances and Wickgliffe. Another daughter, Mary Ann (1829-

, 1857) is buried in the Washington Presbyterian cemetery. He is listed in that census as a 
minister and farmer, and the value of his real estate made him one the township's most finan
cially secure men. His children's lives are recorded in various Dayton histories, attesting 
to their success. 

In the larger church organization, Belville was present and assisted at the organization 
of the synod of Cincinnati and was elected moderator of that body several times. He also 
served as moderator or: his presbytery several times. Three times he was selected a com
missioner of the church's general assembly and took an active part in its deliberations. 

When failing health forced him to relinquish his active church work, he retired to his 
farm across the rQad from his first church, preaching as his health permitted. For a few 
years he was in charge of the Centerville Academy, a private school for boys in nearby Cen
terville. In 1870, the Belvilles sold their farm and brick home to Osdar Maxwell and moved 
to Dayton. John Belville died September 21, 1880, while his wife Elizabeth lived till 

' September 14, 1896. The Maxwell family occupied it until 1943. 
The current owners are sensitive to the property's historic value and support its 

rehabilitation. 
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HISTORIC 
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AND/OR COMMON 

[·~LOCATION lA) ~ /I -~ -- 1 t· 1 ()
1
tj 7cJ :5 .a.l CLu \_j __ r J~J:. '_.-J,.,'.LlX ... ( 6---.lA 

Sl REET & NUMBER l,' 
On the grounds of the Grandview Ambulatory ~~B-rrJ'R-~UBLICATION 

--------------- ---------

VICINITY OF 

CODE 

III 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY CODE 

Ohio 039 . -- ____ ::..:..;.;:~ ____________ _:_ ____________________ _ Montgomery 113 

[}}CLASSIFICATION 

CAlEGORY 
__ DISTRICT 

XBUILDINGIS) 

_STRUCTURE 

___ SITE 

__ OBJECT 

OWJ\'ERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC _ OCCUPIED 

~PRIVATE ~ . UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH __ WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
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__ BEING CONSIDERED ___ YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 
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NAME 

PRESENT USE 

__AGRICULTURE __ MUSEUM 

__ COMMERCIAL _ PARK 

__ EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER: 

Grandview Hospital Ambulatory Center ✓ 
-- ------------- - ---------=--------

STREET & NUMBER 

1997 Miamisburg-Centerville Road 
------ ------

CITY. TOWN STATE 

Centerville _ VICINITY OF Ohio - 45459 

~LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Montgomery Cou.n ty Fecorders Office 

STREET & Nl.JMBER 
451 West Third Street 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

Dayton, Ohio 45402 

[JJ REP RE SENTA TION IN EXISTING SUR VEYS 
TiTLE 

DATE 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 
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CITY. TOWN STATE 

----- ... 
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/NDITION 

__ DETERIORATED 

.. _RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

__ UNALTERED 

---~LfERED 

CHECK ONE 

_X"oRIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

BELVILLE HOUSE DESCRIPTION ----- -------
John Belville acquired the 80-acre "half of a quarter section" farm in December, 1829. 

:.; The Montgomery County tax· records show a significant inc1°ease in the value of the house 
and acreage in 1835, indicating the house could have been built in 1833 or 1834. 

The stately two-story Federal style brick farmbouse is built in the shape of a "T", 
with two rooms downstairs to the fr·ont, one centered behind it. The facade is highlighted 
with two c0ntered front doors with a window on either end. Four windows are above these 

/ openings on the second floor. Flemi:::h bond brickwork was used on the facade, while the 
C-other walls feature sixth row American bond brickwork. There are three corbelled chimneys, 
..,, two on the gable ends of the front part of the house, one on the rear gable end. Each 
) chimney has a pair of small attic windows which pierce the wood moulding under the roof. 

~Besides the double front doors, there are two outside doors in the back room, as well as 
one to tne ··rear c{f the ·east {font room . . Rubbed brick arches de~~rate each doorway ·and 

window on th'e 'first f!'o'cir ~ wnile the s·econd floor wi.ndows" 2.re unadorned. 
The floor plan upstairs includes three bedrooms across the f mt of the house which 

.1ere entered by a hallway running the length of that part of the house. · . A fourth bedroom 
·wer the rear part of the house has a patched floor indicating that a smaller winding 
:stairway may have originally come up to that room. 

Five fireplace opening still remain int.he house, although they have all undergone 
char.ges over the years. Two fir·eplaces in the downstairs front sect.ion of the house were 
closed in to fit coal burning grates. (The measurements of the whole fireplace unit are 6 
feet by 2 feet) A large fireplace, 8 feet 8 inches by 2 feet, is located in the rear first 
floor room, pt 'obably used as a kitchen fireplace when the house was new. Upstairs, the west 
front bedroom has a brick fireplace, as does the bac_k be.droom. .. " , _, .- ,, 

• J. I :: .. , , .. . ·.,. ! _. _ . . ... ...i.. r,, - • ,., ;,,., ,, • r: I .,.,,,. ...• , ,. • , . , , , •: · · ,,,,,. 

Unusual in this house are the floors, l½ inch thick boards, tongue and grooved so 
ightly that no nails are visiple1 even at the ends of the boards_ .. . , F.l90.r--.);)9ards are 4½ 
o 61, inches. wfde :· - , ___ ,. · .. , .. -· - ,, .... ·-·-- . 

Woodwork in all but the lower front two rooms are moulded and .. .1rv~rtised, typical of the 
i_rst fo~ty y·ears .. of b~1ildin-g in this area. Upstairs in the main hallway, each doorway into 
;1e bedrooms features a plain T framing with five horizontal pan~ls,on each door. Other 
,2.atur'e·s of°· this early home include pegged and numbered refters in the attic, beaded peg 
~il in one closet, a similar beaded baseboard and chair rail in other rooms, a solid 
imestone basement, as well as a stone hearth in one of the bedrooms, and a stone door sill. 
, avy hewn timbers form a plate in the attic on all but the gable ends of the house. A 
imilar .sill is visible in the basement under the center of the house. 

Frame additions have been added to the east side and the back of the house, as well 
s parched on the front and rear west side. These may be removed during restoration of the 
'JUSe. Dependency buildings have all been recently removed. 

The house is in a rapidly growing area of multiple family houses, commercial and 
ight industry. , 1 

United states Department of the Interior~ Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
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Oscar Maxwell, a grandson of William Maxwell, the publisher of the first newspaper 
n the Northwest Territory, ahd his descendants owned the farm until 1943. 

The property owner is supportive of rehabilitation of the property. They are sensitive 
/ o its historic value. 

'-· 
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The Be.lvipe House is significant as an example of early southwestern Ohio vernacular 
farm architecture. In addition, Belville was an important individual in the early 
settl ement of the area, and in establishing the Presbyterian faith in this part of Ohio, 

-, 
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' AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ARCHEOLOGY -PREHISTORIC __ COMMUNITY PLANNIN-G __ LANDSCAPE ARCHITcCTU RE XRELIGION 

_AHCH EOLOGY-HISTORIC __ CONSERVATION _LAW __ SCIENCE 

, :3 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE __ SCULPTURE 

,699 _x,ARCHITECTU RE ___ EDUCATION _MILITARY __ SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

/0-1799 __ ART _ ENGINEERING __ MUSIC _THEATER 

, 800- 1899 _COMMERCE -.XEXPLORA Tl ON/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

.,, _._ 1900- __ COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOV ERNMENT __ OTHER !SPECIFY) 

"' __ INVENTION .' _: ' 

,. 
SPECIFIC DATES 1 83 7 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE vernacular farm Representative of early soutl,west.ern Ohio 
(architecture. 
J Born in New Castle, Delaware, December 21, 1800, of French Huguenot h er itage, John L . 
. ile lville atlended Princeton Theological Seminary and was licenced to preach by the presby
~~tery of New Castle in 1827. Sent as a missionary to the Dayton area, he r eached here by 

'1orseback about June 1st. Without the benefit of a church building, he held meetings in 
1.1ornes, school house's~···and in the woods·, ·meeting th~ cha:1ien,g:e· qf .bad 

0

ro.a'qs ·or _no _roads, .... 
a s well. · ·., ._,, -~,~ ... ,, .. , .. .. ·'· -~-·-· · ·- · · 1· .. ,,.. '-•· · .!. • .-.. 

1
· ' • • • • • • •• - ~ •• ~~ •• • 

I In May, 1828, he married Elizabeth Mann Long in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, and re
·~•-1.cned to Ohio as stated supply and, later, pastor of Washington Presbyterian Church. The 

I htffch minutes record Fe~ruary. 20, 1830 as. the date the Rev: J. L: Belville. b~came the pas
:~or. He helped to organize this church which served the neighboring communities of Center
.rille, Miamisburg, Carrollton, Alexandersville and Woodbourne. In 1829, land was secured 
:~or a church building directly across the road from the BO-acre farm which the Belvilles 
i_.--nrchased the same year. Described by Beers in his History of Montgo:ncry County (l:l82) as 
"one of the most talented and eloquent divines of that day," he added many members to the 
.~hurch rolls, particularly at a camp meeting in the early 1830' s. 

It was always difficult for the church "to raise the subscription" for the minister's 
-:: alary. A division arose in the church, comfo~ta·b-le set tied i.n their new -b·u-ilding, ;;_,h·e-~ 
,:he trustees were -empowered t!o select a nwnber of seats and to set a price on them. . 

[
;3elville weathered the crisis with a vote of confidence from his congregation. '·· · •. - - · · 

By 1836, the congregation at Middletown requested one-third of Mr. Belville's labors 
.among them. To lighten their financial obligations, the chur.ch vot~d to give up ·one-thi'rd 
~f Mr. Belville's time~ In 1840, he accepted a call to the church at Bellefountain~. He 
'-s also listed as a minister for the church at Carrollton after it was built in 1846·.- - · 

The 1850 census lists his residence in Washington Township with five children residing 
-1t home: Elizabeth, Sarah, Jacob, Frances and Wickgliffe. Another daughter, Mary Ann (1829-
857) is buried in the Washington Presbyterian cemetery. He is listed in that census as a 
,inistGr and farmer, and the value of his real estate made him one the township's most finan
:ially secure men. His children's lives are recorded in various Dayton histories, attesting 
:o their success. 

In the larger church organization, Belville was present and assisted at the organization 
,if the synod of Cincinnati and was elected moderator of that body several times. He also 
erved as moderator of: his presbytery several times. Tl,ree times he was selected a com-

1is s i oner of the church's general assembly and took an active part in its deliberations. 
When failing health forced him to relinquish his active church work, he retired to his 

rarm across the road from his first church, preaching as his health permitted. For a few 
r"ear s he was in charge of the Centerville Academy, a private school for boys in nearby Cen
-. erville. In 1870, the Belvilles sold their fann and brick home to Osdar Maxwell and moved 
Lo Dayton. John Belville died September 21, 1880, while his wife Elizabeth lived till 
_3eptember 14, 1896. 
I 

The current owners are sensitive to the property's historic value and support its 
rehabilitation, 
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