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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
BELVILLE HOUSE DESCRIPTION

John Belville acquired the 80-acre "half of a quarter section" farm in December, 1829.
The Montgomery County tax records show a significant increase in the value of the house
and acreage in 1835, indicating the house could have been built in 1833 or 1834.

The stately two-story Federal style brick farmhouse is built in the shape of a WE,
with two rooms downstairs to the front, one centered behind it. The facade is hlghlzghted
with two centered front doors with a w1ndow on either end. Four windows are above these
openings on the second floor. Flemish bond brickwork was used on the facade, while the
other walls feature sixth row American bond brickwork. There are three corbelled chimneys,
two on the gable ends of the front part of the house, one on the rear gable end, Each
chimney has a pair of small attic windows which pierce the wood moulding under the roof.
Besides the double front doors there are two outside doors in the back room, as well as

one to the réar of the east front room. Rubbed brlck arches decorate each doorway ‘and
window on the first floor, while the second fldor windows are unadorned.

The floor plan upstairs includes three bedrooms across the f mt of the house which
were entered by a hallway running the length of that part of the house. .A fourth bedroom
over the rear part of the house has a patched floor indicating that a smaller winding
stairway may have originally come up to that room.

Five fireplace opening still remain in the house, although they have all undergone
changes over the years. Two fireplaces in the downstairs front section of the house were
closed in to fit coal burning grates. (The measurements of the whole fireplace unit are 6
feet by 2 feet) A large fireplace, 8 feet 8 inches by 2 feet, is located in the rear first
floor room, probably used as a kitchen fireplace when the house was new. Upstairs, the west
front bedroom has a brick flreplace as does the back bedroom. e

Unusual in this house are the floors, 1% lnch thlck boards, tongue and grooved so
tightly that no nails are visiple, even at the ends of the boards. ,Fleoor.bpepards are 4%
to 6% inches wide.’

Woodwork in all but the lower front two rooms are moulded and m@xtised, typical of the
first forty years of bulldlng in this area. Upstairs in the main hallway, each doorway into
the bedrooms features a plain T framing with five horizontal panels.on each door. Other
features of this early home include pegged and numbered refters in the attic, beaded peg
rail in one closet, a similar beaded baseboard and chair rail in other rooms, a solid
limestone basement, as well as a stone hearth in one of the bedrooms, and a stone door sill.
Heavy hewn timbers form a plate in the attic on all but the gable ends of the house. A
similar sill is visible in the basement under the center of the house.

) Frame additlons have been added to the east side and the back of the house, as well
as porched on the front and rear west side. These may be removed during restoration of the
house. Dependency buildings have all been recently removed.

The house is in a rapidly growing area of multiple family houses, commercial and
light industry.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Bullt for John Belville in 183/, the house is important for its asso-
Giations with the foundations of the Presbyterian faith in southwestern Ohio.

Born in New Castle, Delaware, December 21, 1800, of French Huguenot heritage, John L.
Belville attended Princeton Theological Seminary and was licenced to preach by the presby-
tery of New Castle in 1827. Sent as a missionary to the Dayton area, he reached here by
horseback about June lst. Without the benefit of a church building, he held meetings in
homes, s¢hool houses; and 1n the woods, meetlng the challenqe of bad roads or no roads, . ..
as well. L :

In May, 1828, he married Elizabeth Mann Long in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, and re-
wned to Ohio as stated supply and, later, pastor of Washington Presbyterian Church. The
aurch minutes record February 20, 1830 as the date the Rev. J. L. Belville became the pas-

tor. He helped to organize this church which served the neighboring communities of Center-

ville, Miamisburg, Carrollton, Alexandersville and Woodbourne. In 1829, land was secured
for a church building directly across the road from the 80-acre farm which the Belvilles
purchased the same year. Described by Beers in his History of Montgomery County (1882) as

"one of the most talented and eloguent divines of that day," he added many members to the

church rolls, particularly at a camp meeting in the early 1830's.

It was always difficult for the church "to raise the subscrlptlon" for the minister's
salary. A division arose in the church, comfortable settled in their new bulldlng, when
the trustees were -empowevred to select a number of seats and to set a price on them.
Belville weathered the crisis with a vote of confidence from his congregation.

By 1836, the congregation at Middletown requested one-third of Mr. Belvzlle s labors
among them. To lighten their financial obligations, the church voted to give up one- ~third
of Mr. Belville's time.- In 1840, he accepted a call to the church at Bellefountaine. He
is also listed as a minister for the church at Carrollton after it was built in 1846.

The 1850 census lists his residence in Washington Township with five children residing
at home: Elizabeth, Sarah, Jacob, Frances and Wickgliffe. Another daughter, Mary Ann (1829-
1857) is buried in the Washington Presbyterian cemetery. He is listed in that census as a
minister and farmer, and the value of his real estate made him one the township's most finan-
cially secure men. His children's lives are recorded in various Dayton histories, attesting
to their success.

In the larger church organization, Belville was present and assisted at the organization
of the synod of Cincinnati and was elected moderator of that body several times. He also
served as moderator of his presbytery several times. Three times he was selected a com-
missioner of the church's general assembly and took an active part in its deliberations.

When failing health forced him to relinguish his active church work, he retired to his
farm across the road from his first church, preaching as his health permitted. For a few

' years he was in charge of the Centerville Academy, a private school for boys in nearby Cen-

terville. In 1870, the Belvilles sold their farm and brick home to Osdar Maxwell and moved
to Dayton. John Belville died September 21, 1880, while his wife Elizabeth lived till
September 14, 1896. The Maxwell family occupied it until 1943.

The current owners are sensitive to the property's historic value and support its
rehabilitation.
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National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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Belville-Maxwell House Centerville vicinity
P Montgomery County

Also Kotified

Honorable Howard M. Metzenbaum

Honorable John H. Glenn, Jr. State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable John M. Ashbrook Dr., Thomas H. Smith

Honorable Clarenrce J. Brown Director

Honorable Tony P. Hall The Ohio Fistorical Scciety

Tnterstate 71 at 17th Avanve
Columbus, Ohio 43Z11
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For further information, please call the National Recister at (202)343--6401.



== = = = . ————— = ———— —— o —— " = s
= B E e = i . o = p— R
TN G5 o 3 i o o | i‘ aﬁf{f"‘? T - W & .
- / &k ’t& i 1 :ﬁ‘ }Q-"' 4 *al { Eﬁ ‘zj H. .\‘1:‘: i s 3 5 ‘ n'=l__‘ .i' ri_’ & 5
LA A AN LA i ENAa%Faad & 040 AJERA LA DR A 2 g,,
TINAME as it appears on federal register: E/':"?"' S Ry . g_{g 4}""““" =
| Belville-Maxwell House ' Belville, John, House o | 113
v L T4 ; .
85 LOCATION street & number city / tewn vicinity of state county @)nPs REGION.
= - : . | |
! ' of Centerville off OH 725 Centerville OH  Montgomery Lake Central
W of Centerville - _ 1@ ac —
'.‘-‘f DWNER fXPili'JiTE Gc‘m[ Dmumc,n{ O JLOUNTY LimulviFLE: L FEOERAL aRRNTY Nime)___ —— TS -__@‘_M!WNW' RATOR S |
SUSvEvS [IHAR! M _INRL i’*h‘ UNTED .:.,-; s -"w. _i.‘_: ONGRESS. RISTRICT :E‘:‘ URCE ol NOW |r\.|_‘ [ TETATE B ESFEDERAL e vz A—— E
AL RE f1an o Ty \-, Wik MATIBNAL HyTRORL LaRUsad A" __ = "-
Clwe, wi S A— | B T SR 1= Ol | | Dyoca  Semivar owanizenon 8
L CONDITION deteriorated Crltered Oeriginal site 'u,"_éf_-[. atures: _ CISUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 g SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT=2 UziuSUBSIMUALLI INTACT-3
’““’“‘““8’“’ Jruins Dunaltered “moved ] gf NOT INTACT-O 2[: KOT INTRCT-O EUNDI INTACT - O
l"_‘lg‘o.od Ounexposed Dreconstrueted unknown | WO UNKNOWN -4 LOUNKNOWN -5 SO UNKNOWN -6
Ofair Ounexcavated Dexcavated { 2 NOT APPLICABLE=17 GOINOT APPLICABLE-S Z I NOT APPLICABLE- ©

@ACCESS D\_’ES—Restricted [J YES =Unrestricted [J No Access [JUnknown 1@)‘18)‘1?”“ use OIYES Dnnl@

SAVED? [JYES i IS PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT? Qyes(Uno

@AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE :

DI ENGINEERING =11

[J LANDSCAPE ARCH.-

15 O POLITICS/ GOYT.* 21 [ RECREATION -28

{@CLAIMS: explain

first'O

[CJARCHEBLOGY = prehistoric=2 [ COMMERCE~6 CIENTERTAINMENT-26 O LAW=16 ] RELIGION=22 O SETTLEMENT=28
DI ARCHEOLOGY = historic~1 (3 COMMUNICATIONS=7 (DEXPLORATION-12  [J LITERATURE=1] O SCIENCE= 23 CJ URBAN PLANNING=31 | «gldest’ O
O AGRICULTURE=3 3 CONSERVATION =8 O HEALTH =27 [ MILITARY =18 [ SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN=24 [ OTHER (SPECIFY)
O ARCHITECTURE~4 O ECONOMICS=1 O INDUSTRY=13 O music= 19 [ SOCIAL / CULTURAL=30 ‘only’ O
O ART=5 [J EDUCATION=-10 O INVENTION =14 [ PHILOSOPHY = 20 [ TRANSPORTATION-25
@ functions @ dates of initial construction: i L
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: major alterations :
CURRENTLY: historic svents:
@ architectural style(s): '@arohita'ot: master builder: @ °rginoer:
®lmdscape architect /s garden designer: @intorior decorator: @ artist: ]@ artisan: @buﬂdortoontnotor:

@NAMEB give role & date
PERSOMAL:

EVENTS -

INSTITUTIONAL:

@NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP

reviewers initials date.

I i F ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBERA PUT ON REVERSE




OF PROVERTY 252/ e, = sl 7)%_41&_ e D hid

tttached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for
fication of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION
(SUBMITTED.

] Description:

Statement of Significance: _/hLJ h__ﬂiuégi]zﬂﬂ 34 ZcuxLa_jwﬂf%rPncxf A/n:dty\

-

ﬁ_~43u5ﬁé_am f~c4}5+rf4ﬂﬁ\<¢mﬁf1:%wf asked Tn arele—

%Q_Awlp +L;JU£?j+a$¥'duq1uq+d {ﬁﬁrtsourge;4«14€rwu 0? ol
ateas of sianthegnce oheclled, T ts¥he Statels r-cfsomaﬂ']m Ty To pravi gl
adx¥uajﬁfjmi:1nqwhan 4@ LFLD f\r PR =dulf evaluale {iW’TLDOujthp:ilﬂ,J&
Btbmgm:hy "Wk ‘}uma ou'f ;5 marieam e _and does nat J'\cu ln e
Goognaphicat-Buta. -~ hemEIgE: M_J;J_LLL:L b L@L@m

YiM=Reference(s): e Ue stians

Verbat—Beundary=Descriptiont— @Lgtf:,L

We Mw&_VNUMM% o o lM%%\hW{ ﬁk&f&\

Prlay for Ht  srea  no—w

cortttication: _))_ " baatesd .MML__QW reared A o
Photographic Co age:q‘f‘haj' LM a«(d?...., N; 9‘“«44@ a r-Q.

APPro pviate ., ,
Sl y—

Map Coverage:

Other:

tions concerning this nomination may be directed to AJJJ’Lgil:}ziutﬁf!}h
he National Register staff, telephone JO) — 4¢3~ (o4 ’?

k you for your attention to the above items.

UL LR 3.1—27
Date:
f, Branch of Registration




AR L e o 1/ Y [ AR A 1) LD S /}/@ N __STATE _ (/¢ L

| ched National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for
FMJ.D.’J of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION

MITTED.
.;bescription: ) ' /2,”.‘ w_ﬁ%
= =

Statement of Significance: IELS_J;'.L@_MEMJ_L‘E*H__J‘.Léfijiq,_tﬁ&@lﬁc{__ﬁl\zf_&m.f

| . s 0, 2 p
i ﬂ:ﬁ L;?’.u’%’ QRS Vg ‘ﬁc[_..()m ‘”w?“l'wﬁ_ ;‘C"hl n .sheel LICee asked 1n 2rcle —
|
!
|

{~ fw[ The MR stadT cvaluate The vesoucce. ja Jerans of o/
| ateas QL&.;:F:LL._Lc.m_M checled, TY s he Statels ses pan sthil e {s prau el
a&ﬁprk né%umw:m1xﬁjwfn}h Ah\ < FF<quLuﬂe 1ﬁ€r£§0MrUQh5L“PhT
(_BIEEHG@*‘ﬁPhY » wh 4 u:ﬁ_om{ 5 Ihar[c‘({{ud‘l((" Civm' does ha ¥ Jﬂc" [m t(_;___,‘h
| Gesguaphiest=Bata -=tereage: s, reYer Jo The et peduca L;Lco(‘( e
Ult=ReforEnce(s): pravcle answers 12 Hlde (’)uej‘f-r‘:m..s

i Certification:

Photographic Coverage:

Map Coverage:

' Other:

tions concerning this nomination may be directed to r/\,m('(,(‘ 'r'y-gn-\ri,/_f}h

:he National Register staff, telephone 07— %¢3-- (G-qm'j

ik you for your attention to the above items.

BUUZ [&&mﬂ)\ 'gl Date: MIQZE)

«f, Branch of Registration

—
i

WL el




I

/REV. (9/77)

JTEDSTATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

RECEIVED

{IONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

NAME /(- 1l - “ogueid Wi

HISTORIC

DATEENTERED

Belville, John, House

AND/OR COMMON

PALOCATION o (y 37 ity plf OH 793
STREET & NUMBER
On the grounds of the Grandview Ambulatory Cesfer. . .. .

CHY. TOWN » CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
CL“-T- G B M UWashington-Township— oty or IIT
! STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Ohio 039 Montgomery 113
£ CLASSIFICATION
CAYEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC __OCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
X BUILDING(S) X _PRIVATE Xunoccuriep __COMMERCIAL — PARK
—STRUCTURE __BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —_EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
! __SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
H —OBJECT —IN PROCESS Xves: restricTED __GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—_BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
—NO —MILITARY —-OTHER:

P OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME . i
Grandview Hospital Ambulatory Center _ s wf

STREET & NUMBER
1297 Miamisburg-Centerville Road

CITY, TOWN N STATE
Centerville ___ VICINITY OF Ohio - 45459
. BEILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE.

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Montgomery County Recorders Office
STREET & NUMBER

451 West Third Street

CITY. TOWN STATE
' " Dayton, Ohio 45402
KA REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE

DATE
. —FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPGSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN s STATE

:

L




AIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
_XCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED _XORIGINAL SITE
_GOOD . —RUINS XALTERED —MOVED DATE
Zralr __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
BELVILLE HOUSE DESCRIPTION

John Belville acquired the 8C-acre "half of a quarter section" farm in December, 1829,
The Montgomery County tax records show a significant increase in the value of the house
and acreage in 18325, indicating the house could have been built in 1833 or 1834.

The stately two-story Federal style brick farmhouse is built in the shape of a "T",
with two rccms downstairs to the front, one centered behind it. The facade is highlighted
with twc centered front doors with a window on either end. Four windows are above these
openings on the second floor., Flemish bond brickwerk was used on the facade, while the
other walls feature sixth row American bond brickwork. There are three corbelled chimneys,
two on the gatle ends of the front part of the house, one on the rear gable end. Each
chimney has 2 pair of small attic windows which pierce the wood moulding under the roof,
Besides the double frent doors, there are two outside doors in the back room, as well as

ore to the rear of the east front rcom. Rubbed brlck arches decorate each doorway and
window on the first floor, while the second floor windows are unacorned.

The floor plan upstairs includes three tedrocoms across the f mt of the house which
were entered by a hallway running the length of that part of the house. .A fourth bedroom
over the rear part of the house has a patched floor indicating that a smaller winding
stairway mey have originally come up to that room,

Five fireplace opening still remain in the house, although they have all undergone
changes over the years. Two fireplaces in the downstairs front section of the house were
closed in to fit coal burning grates. (The measurements of the whole fireplace unit are 6
feet by 2 feet) A large fireplace, 8 feet 8 inches by 2 feet, is located in the rear first
floor room, probably used as a kitchen fireplace when the house was new. Upstalrs, the west
front bedroom has a brick fireplace, as does the back bedroom. o

Unusual in this house are the floors, 1% inch thlck boards, tcngue and grOOVed so
tightly that no nails are visible, even at the ends of the boards. ,Flooxr-peards are 4%
to 6% inches wide.

Woodwork in all but the lower front two rooms are moulded and mQrtised, typical of the
first forty years of building in this area. Upstairs in the main hallway, each doorway into
the bedrooms features a plain T framing with five horizontal panels on each door. Other
features of this early home include pegged and numbered refters in the attic, beaded peg
rail in one closet, a similar beaded baseboard and chair rail in other rooms, a solid
limestone basement, as well as a stone hearth in one of the bedrooms, and a stone door sill.
Heavy hewn timbers form a plate in the attic on all but the gable ends of the house. A
similar sill is visible in the basement under the center of the house.

Frame additions have been added to the east side and the back of the house, as well
as porched on the front and rear west side. These may be removed during restoration of the
house. Dependency buildings have all been recently removed.

The house is.in a rapidly growing area of multiple family houses, commercial and
light industry.

- ————




IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII'V__"

B R

400a
UNITFED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THEINTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE oo g 4
ui peceivep bt [ @ 19
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES | )
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM ol i b
Belville, John, House, Montgomery County, Ohio
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 9 PAGE

Public Records:

Montgomery County Auditor's records
Montgomery County Recorder's records

U.S. Census records, 1859 and 1860 Census.




.

* AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

AIC  _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE X RELIGION
99 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —Law —SCIENCE
1599 — AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
/0-1699 —ARCHITECTURE : —EDUCATION , « * —MILITARY —SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —Music —THEATER
£1800-18939 —COMMERCE . EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRAANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —_OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION “geoww gEW
=
SPECIFIC DATES 19379 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENTOFSKHMHCANCEBUllt for John Belville in 183/, the house is important for its asso-
ciations with the foundations of the Presbyterian faith in southwestern Ohio.

! Born in New Castle, Delaware, December 21, 1800, of French Huguenot heritage, John L.
Belville attended Princeton Theological Seminary and was licenced to preach by the presby-
tery of New Castle in 1827. Sent as a missionary to the Dayton area, he reached here by

| horseback about June lst. Without the benefit of a church building, he held meetings in

" homes, school houses;, and 1n the woods, meetlng Lhe challenge of bad roads ©or no roads, ., ..
as well. -

In May, 1828, he married Elizabeth Mann Long in Bucks County, Pennsylvanla, and re-
turned to Ohio as stated supply and, later, pastor of Washington Presbyterian Church. The
church minutes record February 20, 1830 as the date the Rev. J. L. Belville became the pas-
tor. He helped to organize this church which served the neighboring communities of Center-
ville, Miamisburg, Carrcllton, Alexandersville and Woodbourne. In 1829, land was secured
for a church building directly across the road from the 80-acre farm which the Belvilles
purchased the same year. Described by Beers in his History of Montgomery County (1182) as

' "one of .the most talented and eloquent divines of that day," he added many members to the

; church rolls, particularly at a camp meeting in the early 1830's

_ It was always difficult for the church "to raise the subscrlptlon for the minister's

| salary. A division arose in the church, comfortable settled in their new buildlng, when

: the trustees were empowered to select a number of seats and to set a price on them. .
| Belville weathered the crisis with a vote of confidence from his congregation. )

By 1836, the congregation at Middletown requested one-third of Mr. Belville's labors

! among them. To lighten their financial obligations, the church voted to give up one-third

| of Mr. Belville's time.- In 1:840, he accepted a call to the church at Bellefountaine. He

i is also listed as a minister for the church at Carrollton after it was built in 1846.

: The 1850 census lists his residence in Washington Township with five children residing

! at home: Elizabeth, Sarah, Jacob, Frances and Wickgliffe. Another daughter, Mary Ann (1829-

'+ 1857) is buried in the Washington Presbyterian cemetery. He is listed in that census as a

| minister and farmer, and the value of his real estate made him one the township's most finan-

- cially secure men. His children's lives are recorded in various Dayton histories, attesting

| to their success.

; In the larger church organization, Belville was present and assisted at the organization

| of the synod of Cincinnati and was elected moderator of that body several times. He also

| served as moderator of his presbytery several times. Three times he was selected a com-

| missioner of the church's general assembly and took an active part in its deliberations.

When failing health forced him to relinquish his active church work, he retired to his
farm across the read from his first church, preaching as his health permitted. Por a few
years he was in charge of the Centerville Academy, a private school for boys in nearby Cen-
terville. 1In 1870, the Belvilles sold their farm and brick home to Oscdar Maxwell and moved

| to Dayton. John Belville died September 21, 1880, while his wife Elizabeth lived till

' September 14, 1896. The Maxwell family occupied it until 1943.

The current owners are sensitive to the property's historic value and support its
rehabilitation.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

From the north side of State Rt. 725 north along the east side of the unnamed road to
point 50" behind the house then east to the fence line of the hous
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a
e and then south to
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~ DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
BELVILLE HOUSE DESCRIPTION

John Belville acquired the 80-acre "half of a quarter section" farm in Decenm ber, 1829.
. The Montgomery County tax records show a significant increase in the value of the house
" and acreage in 1835, indicating the house could have been built in 1833 or 1834.

The stately two-story Federal style brick farmhouse is built in the shape of a "T",
with two rooms downstairs to the front, one centered behind it. The facade is highlighted
with two centered front doors with a window on either end. Four windows are above these
.openings on the second floor. Flemish bond brickwork was used on the facade, while the

{.-other walls feature sixth row American bond brickwork. There are three corbelled chimneys,
~ two on the gable ends of the front part of the house, one cn the rear gable end. Fach
chimney has a pair of small attic windows which pierce the wood moulding under the roof.
O\ Besides the double front doors, there are two outside doors in the back room, as well as
one to the réar of the ‘edst front rcom. Rubbed brlck arches decorate each doorway 'and
window oni the Tirst floor, while the second fldor windows are unadorned.

The floor plan upstairs includes three bedrcocoms across the f it of the house which
Jere entered by a hallway running the length of that part of the house. A fourth bedroom
over the rear part of the house has a patched floor indicating that a smaller winding
stairway may have originally come up to that room.

Five fireplace opening still remain in the house, although they have all undergone
charges over the years. Two fireplaces in the downstairs front section of the house were
closed in to fit coal burning grates. (The measurements of the whole fireplace unit are 6
feet by 2 feet) A large fireplace, 8 feet 8 inches by 2 feet, is located in the rear first
floor room, probably used as a kitchen fireplace when the house was new. Upstairs, the west
front btdfOOF has a brick fireplace, as does the back bedroom. i W ;

Unusual in thls ‘house are the floors, 1% 1nch thlck boards, tongue and grooved so
ightly that no nails are visible, even at the ends of the boards. ,Flooxr.boards are 4%

o 6% inches wide.

Woodwork in all but the lower front two rooms are moulded and Jnrtised, typical of the
irst forty years of bu11d1ng in this area. Upstairs in the main hallway, each doorway into
he bedrooms features a plain T framing with five horizontal panels.on each door. Other

satures of this early home include pegged and numbered refters in the attic, beaded peg
2il in one closet, a similar beaded baseboard and chair rail in other rooms, a solid
imestone basement, as well as a stone hearth in one of the bedrooms, and a stone door sill.
:avy hewn timbers form a plate in the attic on all but the gable ends of the house. A
imilar sill is visible in the basement under the center of the house.

Frame additions have been added to the east side and the back of the house, as well
s porched on the front and rear west side. These may be removed during restoration of the
2use. Dependency buildings have all been recently removed.

The house is in a rapidly growing area of multiple family houses, commercial and
ight industry.

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
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Oscar Maxwell, a grandson of William Maxwell, the publisher of the first newspaper
‘n the Northwest Territory, and his descendants owned the farm until 1943.

The property owner is supportive of rehabilitation of the property. They are sensitive
/"0 its historic value.

it
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Belville, John, House, Montgomery County, Ohio
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Public records:

Montgomery County Aduitor's records

Montgomery County Recorder's records
é 1850 and 1860 census records, Montgomery County.
...4

6@

Continuation sheet for Item Number 8 Page 1

The Belville House is significant as an example of early southwestern Ohio vernacular
farm architecture. In addition, Belville was an important individual in the early
settlement of the area, and in establishing the Presbyterian faith in this part of Ohio,

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
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.699 _XARCHITECTURE : __EDUCATION __MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
,0-1799 __ART _ ENGINEERING __MUSIC __THEATER
800-1899 __COMMERCE _XEXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
-_1900- __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
i __INVENTION G R
SPECIFIC DATES 1837 BUILDER/ARCHITECT
&TATEMENTOFSKN“HCANCE Repregentatlve of early souLPwestern Ohio yvernacular farm
f_qlghltecture.
ug RBorn in New Castle, Delaware, December 21, 1800, of French Huguenot heritage, John L.

#elville atlended Princeton Theological Seminary and was licenced to preach by the presby-
Xtely of New Castle in 1827. Sent as a missionary to the Dayton area, he reached here by
horseback about June lst. Without the benefit of a church bulldlng, he held meetings in
homes, sc¢hool hous es, and in the woods,rmeetlng the challenqe of bad roads Oor no roads,h
as well. " ) r

In May, 1828, he married Elizabeth Mann Long in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, and re—
~uacned to Ohio as stated supply and, later, pastor of Washington Presbyterian Churxch. The
‘murch minutes record February 20, 1830 as the date the Rev. J. L. Belville became the pas-
“or. He helped to organize this church which served the neighboring communities of Center-
rille, Miamisburg, Carrollton, Alexandersville and Woodbourne. In 1829, land was secured
Zor a church building directly across the road from the 80-acre farm which the Belvilles
purchased the same year. Described by Beers in his History of Montgomery County (1i182) as
"one of the most talented and eloquent divines of that day," he added many members to the
church rolls, particularly at a camp meeting in the early 1830's.

It was always difficult for the church "to raise the subs erlptlon for the minister's
salary. A division arose in the church, comfortable settled in their new bulldlng, when
che trustees were .empowered to select a number of seats and to set a price on them.
3elville weathered the crisis with a vote of confidence from his congregation. ' -

By 1836, the congregation at Middletown requested one-third of Mr. Belvtlle 's labors
silong them. To lighten their financial obligations, the church voted to give up one- ~third
of Mr. Belville's time.- In 1840, he accepted a call to the church at Bellefountaine. He
Ls also listed as a minister for the church at Carrollton after it was built in 1846.

The 1850 census lists his residence in Washington Township with five children residing
it home: Elizabeth, Sarah, Jacob, Frances and Wickgliffe. Another daughter, Mary Ann (1829-

857) is buried in the Washington Presbyterian cemetery. He is listed in that census as a
‘inister and farmer, and the value of his real estate made him one the township's most finan-
:ially secure men. His children's lives are recorded in various Dayton histories, attesting
.0 their success.

In the larger church organization, Belville was present and assisted at the organization
»f the synod of Cincinnati and was elected moderator of that body several times. He also
erved as moderator of his presbytery several times. Three times he was selected a com-

‘issioner of the church's general assembly and took an active part in its deliberations.

When failing health forced him to relinquish his active church work, he retired to his
‘arm across the road from his first church, preaching as his health permitted. For a few
years he was in charge of the Centerville Academy, a private school for boys in nearby Cen-
~erville. 1In 1870, the Belvilles sold their farm and brick home to Oscdar Maxwell and moved
Lo Dayton. John Belville died September 21, 1880, while his wife Elizabeth lived till
Zeptember 14, 1896.

] The current owners are sensitive to the property's historic value and support its

rehabilitation,
1 (See continuation sheet)
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