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1 • Name of Property 

historic name Fort H i l l Historic D i s t r i c t 
father names/site number 

2. Location 
street & number 124. 130. 134, 144. 148. and 135 South S t ree t t i / ^ o t for publication  

ki/lA>icinitv citv, town Northampton 
state MA code 025 county Hampshire code 015 zip code 01060 

3. Classif ication 
Ownership of Property 
f x l private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
building(s) 

[Xl district 
I I site 
I I structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

_ 6 

Noncontributing 
T buildings 

sites 
structures 
objects 

^ Total 
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 

4. State/Federal Agency Cert i f icat ion 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In rt>y opinion the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

V;t.VLl̂ -, A ( . . I £ A ^ ^ < L ^ . rbLt] t>f 
3 Official Signature of certifying < 

Executive D i r e c t o r , Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission; 
State or Federal agency and bureau Sta te H i s t o r i c P re se rva t ion O f f i c e r 

Date 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

0 entered in the National Register. 

n 
See continuation sheet. 

1 ! determined eligible for the National 
Register. Q See continuation sheet. 

i I determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 
L H other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use For t H i l l H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Northampton, MA 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

D o m e s t i c / s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic/single dwelling 
Domestic/multiple dwelling 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

C o l o n i a l 
Kar ly Republ ic /Federa l 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

b r i c k foundation _  
walls c l a p b o a r d 

Mid-iqth Century/Greek Revival roof _ 
other 

s l a t e and asphal t 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Fort H i l l H is tor ic D i s t r i c t occupies an area of 2.2 acres in the southeast 
part of Northampton and comprises seven bui ldings l i n i n g South Street between 
Lyman Road and Lasalle Avenue. The D i s t r i c t i s located on a stretch of land 
that l i es between the M i l l River (west) and slopes down to a wide marsh (east 
and south). North of the D i s t r i c t , South Street leads d i rec t l y in to the 
center of town. The D i s t r i c t i s a small circumscribed area of f i ve contiguous 
propert ies on the east side of South Street , and one property d i rec t l y 
opposite on the west side of South Street (see Maps #1 and #3). I t is a 
well-preserved early Colonial enclave of houses b u i l t according to 
conventional arch i tec tura l patterns of the mid-eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centur ies. The D i s t r i c t contains six cont r ibut ing bui ldings and one 
non-contr ibut ing bu i ld ing , a mu l t i - ca r garage dating from the twentieth 
century. There are no in t rus ions wi th in the d i s t r i c t boundaries. 

The six cont r ibut ing bui ld ings are a l l 2 1/2-story residences with white 
clapboard s id ing ; a l l but one are f i ve bays wide and possess center ent r ies 
(see text supplement #1 from Wil l iam MacDonald, Northampton, Massachusetts, p. 
6 i p. 18). A l l dwell ings have e i ther a center chimney or two inside 
chimneys, and a l l have been continuously occupied as resiaences for over two 
centur ies, in some cases by the same or re lated fam i l i es . 

The houses are in very good cond i t ion , occupied by fami l ies who have 
maintained tnem well and preserved the h i s t o r i c i n t e g r i t y through restorat ion 
and sympathetic a l t e r a t i o n . Original pastures and f i e l d s at the rear have 
been sold fo r development; stone walls and fences are now gone. This d i s t r i c t 
i s made d i s t i n c t by i t s visual and h i s to r i ca l un i fo rmi ty , l im i ted area, 
uniform arch i tec tu re , and i t s existence fo r over two centur ies . The houses 
are described below, beginning on the east side of South Street at the 
northern end of the d i s t r i c t ; they are numbered as shown on hap # 1 . 

n n See continuation sheet 
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Description of Individual Buildings 

124 South Street (1792; Photo # 1 , Map # 1 , Assessors Lot #46). The Preserved 
Ba r t l e t t Homestead is Colonial in s t y l e , f i ve bay wide, two bays deep, and 
r ises 2 1/2 s tor ies to a slate-covered gable roof from which project two 
i n t e r i o r chimneys. The facade (west e levat ion) has a central entry with a 
recessed doorway and side l i gh t s framed by wide p i las ters supporting an 
entablature with a pro ject ing cornice. Window sash over most of the bui ld ing 
are 6/6, while those wi th in the gable ends are 2 /2 ; windows are set wi th in 
s l i g h t l y pro ject ing frames. At the facade, second-story windows meet the 
eaves l i n e . At the south e leva t ion , an entry is flanked Py p i las ters 
supporting an entablature with a pro ject ing cornice. A 1 1/2-story addi t ion 
extends from the rear (east) e leva t ion . 

130 South Street (ca. 1830; Photo #2, Map #2, Assessors Lot #84). The Theodore 
B a r t l e t t Homestead is Greek Revival in s ty le with a three-bay gabled en3 
oriented toward the s t ree t . A central chimney accommodates three or ig ina l 
working f i rep laces , one with a dutch oven. Most window openings contain 6/6 
sash set wi th in s l i g h t l y pro ject ing frames. The f i r s t story of the facade 
(west e levat ion) is sheltered by a one-story porch (probably an add i t i on ) . 
Conversion of the house to two-family use (date unknown) is re f lec ted by the 
two contiguous f ron t doors. Bay windows on the south elevat ion are addit ions 
(date unknown). 

34 South Street (ca. 1800; Photo #3, Map #3, Assessors Lot #84). The Colonel 
Elisha Strong House is Colonial in s ty le and r ises 2 1 /2-s tor ies . The large 
central chimney is set forward of the ridge l i ne on the asphalt-covered gable 
roof . The bu i ld ing rests on a low br ick foundation and i s f i ve bays wide and 
three bays deep. At the facade (west e leva t ion ) , a central entry is flanked 
by slender p i l a s t e r s , side l i g h t s , and another set of slender p i l a s te r s . The 
entry is capped by an entablature with a th in pro ject cornice. Windows of the 
second story f i t t i g h t l y under the eaves; a l l window openings contain 2/2 sash 
set w i th in s l i g h t l y pro ject ing frames. A 1 1/2-story e l l (added, date 
unknown) extends from the northeast corner of the house. 

144 South Street (ca. 1830; Photo #4, Map #4, Assessors Lot #90). The 
Parsons-Janes-Drury House is Greek Revival in s ty le and i s two stor ies in 
height with a gable roof possessing two i n t e r i o r chimneys. The symmetrical 
f ive-bay facade is set o f f by a wide f r ieze under the eaves and narrow 
cornerboards. The central entry at the facade is sheltered by a port ico with 
a hipped roof and square piers on pedestals. The windows have 2/2 sash and 
are capped with pro ject ing cornices. The north and south elevations of the 
house are two bays wide and pedimented; small oculus ex is t in the pediment. A 
two-story addi t ion (date unknown) projects from the rear of the house and has 
a two-story porch on i t s southern s ide. 

continued 
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148 South Street (1753, Photo #5, Map #5, Assessors Lot #102). The Charles 
Clapp House is now the headquarters of the Betty Al len Cnapter of the D.A.R. 
I t i s 2 1/2 s tor ies in height with a gabled roof from which projects a central 
chimney. The symmetrical f ive-bay facade has 12/12 sash windows, with those 
on the second f l oo r set t i g h t l y under the eaves and those on the f i r s t f l oo r 
capped by heavy cornices. The facade's central entrance has f l u ted p i l as te r s , 
a s i x - l i g h t transom, mul t ip le arch i t raves, and a moulded pediment. The side 
elevations each have a single bay of windows; the f i r s t and second f l oo r 
windows again contain 12/12 sash and the gable windows have 6/6 sash. There 
are two rear addit ions (date unknown), the f i r s t of which is possibly a 
remodelled lean- to . The i n t e r i o r f ron t staircase is reputed to be an exact 
copy of the pu lp i t staircase of King's Chapel in Boston. (See tex t supplement 
#2 from Harr ie t Kneeland , Some Old Northampton Houses, p. 27.) 

On the west side of South Street is 135 South Street (1797; Photo #6, Map #6, 
Assessors Lot #34). B u i l t close to the turn of the nineteenth century, the 
Eleazar Strong Homestead is one of the e a r l i e s t Federal s ty le bui ldings in 
Northampton. Note the gently sloping hipped roof with i t s two i n t e r i o r 
chimneys and evenly spaced windows on a smooth facade and the larger amount of 
window space in re la t i on to the to ta l area of the facade as compared to two 
ea r l i e r homes, 124 and 148 South Street . A den t i l l ed cornice appears beneath 
the roof . The house has two entrances with porticoes (east and north 
e levat ions) . Columns supporting the port icoes are echoed by p i las ters applied 
on the facade. A transom marks the space above the north ent ry ; recessed 
s ide l ights f lank the f ron t (west) door. 

Archaeology 

While no preh is tor ic period s i tes are cur rent ly w i th in the d i s t r i c t , i t i s 
possible that s i tes are present. The M i l l River, which flows near the 
d i s t r i c t is a major t r i bu to ry stream of the Connecticut River, also near the 
d i s t r i c t . These areas would have provided seasonally varied resources and 
favorable condit ions for nat ive subsistence and settlement a c t i v i t i e s . These, 
plus the fact that th is port ion of the Connecticut River Valley contains a 
high preh is tor ic s i te h i s to ry , indicate s i tes may be found in the d i s t r i c t . 
Any surv iv ing s i tes would be important in documenting patterns of preh is tor ic 
occupation w i th in the town and along the M i l l River which at present are 
poorly understood. 

There is also a high potent ia l fo r s i gn i f i can t h i s t o r i c archaeological s i tes 
w i th in the d i s t r i c t . Simi lar archaeological surv ivals may also ex is t for the 
18th and early 19th centur ies , the period to which standing structures wi th in 

cont i nued 
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the d i s t r i c t are dated. Analysis of h i s t o r i c archaeological remains could 
help document the period of Northampton's early settlement in the d i s t r i c t 
area, the settlement hiatus during Indian wars and, the re-establishment of 
the settlement in ca. 1713 a f te r the threat of Indian attack had subsided. 
These remains could also provide deta i led s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l , and economic 
information perta in ing to the se t t l e rs who characterized th is sett lement. 



8. Statement Of Significance y^irr H m H i^ rn r i r n i ^ t r i r r ^J»r^ha^.p^^.n• MA 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally • statewide locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ ^ A O B Q C I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ Z \ A H H B \ Z ] C • £ I | G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
A r c h i t e c t u r e 
Community Planning and Development 1753-1938 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N/A N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Fort Hill Historic District possesses integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, and workmanships as v/ell as significant associations with 
the development of the town of Northampton in the eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries. Circumscribed and small though i t i s , this district is 
comprised of six homes built by or for those who were among the f i r s t settlers 
and builders in Northampton. The resolve of these early people has had an 
important impact on the development of Northampton. For their pioneering 
spirit, the original owners of these six buildings can be considered vitally 
important to the history of Northampton. As the earliest settlers came west 
from Boston to Springfield and then north to fJorthampton, they brought with 
tnem the knowledge of eastern Massachusetts architecture and building 
techniques and the desire to build the same type of houses they had been 
accustomed to in Boston. As they settled along what was to become South 
Street, their homes shared many stylistic features yet differed in many 
details, in the same way that the owners of each had similar reasons for 
settling in Northampton but had unique identities. There is no other 
surviving contiguous group of eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century homes 
in Northampton. The Fort Hill Historic District is significant on the local 
level and meets Criteria A and C for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

.'Northampton, settled in 1654 and incorporated in 1884, was an important step 
beyond Hartford and Springfield in the progress of settlement northward along 
the Connecticut River. Tne Connecticut River forms the eastern boundary of 
the town, which extended nine miles westward. The town extends north from Mt. 
Tom a similar distance. The area was explored by woodsmen and fur traders who 
returned to form a settlement because of the rich open alluvial meadows of the 
great river. The settlers, farmers and artisans, moved up the Connecticut 
River from Hartford and Springfield. They were granted land, which had been 
purchased from the Nonotuck Indians, in two or more divisions to afford shares 
in meadow, forest, and village lots. Each man was guaranteed four acres in 
the river meadows. 

ni l See continuation sheet 
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The se t t le rs were Puritan Congregat ional ists, but did not come fo r re l ig ious 
reasons. They were farmers and art isans - frontiersmen with few assets but 
the i r hands. They established small farms which, in some cases, s t i l l produce 
abundant harvests of crops such as tobacco, asparagus, and commercial roses. 
Growth was stimulated by the town's l oca t i on , i n i t i a l l y on the north-south 
car t way along the Connecticut River, l a t e r by the ra i l road wiiich followed the 
same course, by water power on the M i l l River, by the f e r t i l e meadows, and, 
u l t ima te ly , by the educational i n s t i t u t i o n s founded and supported by the 
fortunes amassed by val ley growers: f i ve preparatory schools, a law school, 
Clark School for the Deaf, Smith Vocational School, a commercial co l lege, and 
Smith College. 

The Fort H i l l D i s t r i c t , a d i v i s ion of the o r ig ina l land grants assigned 
between 1654 and 1661, is on a r i se south of the o r ig ina l bed of the M i l l 
River (the bed has since been d iver ted , see Map #2) and was separated from the 
rest of Northampton by a ford through the r i v e r . Although the section of 
South Street along which the D i s t r i c t l i e s existed w i th in the f i r s t f i ve years 
of the founding of Northampton (1654), the town did not vote to construct a 
bridge over the r i ve r u n t i l 1661. The d i s t r i c t , though separated from the 
center of town and re l a t i ve l y unprotected, remained a t t rac t i ve because of the 
f e r t i l e r i ve r meadows which extended east of Fort H i l l establ ishing the r u r a l , 
agr icu l tu ra l character of the d i s t r i c t which persisted for well over a 
century. Undisturbed by commercial or i ndus t r ia l i n t r us i on , i t developed 
gradually from farmsteads to small res ident ia l l o t s ; a denser but s t i l l 
res ident ia l area. 

Settlement w i th in the d i s t r i c t can be a t t r i bu ted to several fac to rs . F i r s t , 
the area was unoccupied and near the town center; although from the central 
commercial and c i v i c d i s t r i c t by the M i l l River, i t was readi ly accessible by 
means of a f o rd . Secondly, a car t road (now South Street) providing the 
primary access to Northampton center from the south (Sp r i ng f i e l d ) , opened the 
l o t s to sett lement. F i n a l l y , i t afforded large l o t s , o r i g i n a l l y some 1,000 
feet deep, sui table fo r c u l t i v a t i o n and contiguous to the f e r t i l e meadowlands 
east of the d i s t r i c t i n the loop of the M i l l River (See Map #2) . The area 
behind 134 South Street reta ins some 450 feet of the or ig ina l back f i e l d s . 

The d i s t r i c t has been named for the native American Indian f o r t i f i c a t i o n on 
Fort H i l l , which predated a l l white settlements here (See Map #2). The 
resident Indians, the Nonotucks, v/ere a peaceful t r i be who were generally 
cooperative with the white s e t t l e r s . 

conti nued 
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The oldest surviv ing bui ld ing in the d i s t r i c t i s the Charles Clapp House at 
148 South Street (Photo #5) . The progenitor of the Clapp family in 
Northampton, Roger Clapp, was born in England in 1609 and immigrated to 
Dorchester, Massachusetts, at age 21 , in 1630. One of his sons. Preserved, 
journeyed to Northampton to claim the land that his father had acquired as a 
war grant. Preserved was one of the hearty souls who f i r s t b u i l t a house on 
v/hat would become South Street . Preserved's son, Roger, b u i l t the house at 
148 South Street as a wedding g i f t to his son, Charles, in 1753. 

The B a r t l e t t family were also among the f i r s t se t t le rs to come to 
Northampton. Robert B a r t l e t t served as a selectman in 1657 and 1663. The 
B a r t l e t t family also operated several ear ly m i l l s on the Nanhan River (which 
separated Northampton from Easthampton). Two houses in the d i s t r i c t were 
b u i l t for the B a r t l e t t fami ly ; the Preserved B a r t l e t t Homestead (1792) at 124 
Soutn Street and the Theodore B a r t l e t t Homestead (ca. 1830) at 130 South 
Street . 

Another important f igure in the settlement of Northampton was Elder John 
Strong. Two descendants of John Strong b u i l t houses in the D i s t r i c t ; Eleazar 
Strong at 135 South Street (1797) and Colonel Elisha Strong at 134 South 
Street (ca. 1000). 

The Parsons-Janes-Drury House at 144 South Street is named for the three 
fami l ies who p r i nc ipa l l y occupied the house through 1946. The house was b u i l t 
ca. 1830 fo r Nathaniel Parsons. 

In addi t ion to having important h i s t o r i ca l associat ion with the town of 
Northampton, the Fort H i l l H is to r ic D i s t r i c t a t ta ins arch i tec tura l 
s igni f icance for i t s rare concentration of wel l -preserved, a rch i tec tu ra l l y 
cohesive bu i ld ings . The arch i tec ts of these six houses are generally unknown 
and are probably nonexistent. The bui lders were local people probably using 
pattern books or simple accepted conventions. The d i s t r i c t possesses 
excel lent examples of both Colonial s ty le (124, 134, 148, A 135 South Street) 
and early Greek Revival s ty le (130 & 144 South Street) a rch i tec tu re . 

The d i s t r i c t remains a v i t a l res ident ia l enclave with some, although 
dramatical ly decreased, small scale farming undertaken. Largely due to the 
above-named academic i n s t i t u t i o n s , the town of Northampton retains a strong 
economic and cu l tu ra l base. 

continued 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Q s e e continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[ 3 State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Conmiission 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property 7 9 

UTM References 

Zone Easting 
J L 

J L 

Northing 

I I I . J L 

B 
Zone Easting 

D L ^ I I I 

J L _L J L 

J L 

Northing 

I . I • I I I 

Fxl See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

See assessors map. 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

f x ] See continuation sheet 
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UTM References (cont.) 
Zone Easting Northing 
A 18 694950 4687010 
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C 18 695020 4686960 
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J 18 694940 4687000 
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Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The d i s t r i c t boundaries conform to the l o t l ines of the present house l o t s . 
In the case of House #3 (assessor's l o t #84) at the s t reet address of 134 
South Street , the en t i re undeveloped deep l o t has been included; th i s l o t 
suggests that more generous town l o t s were avai lable at the tii;ie that these 
six houses were b u i l t . Note that house #1 and #2 w i l l be l a te r described as 
being related h i s t o r i c a l l y , and they o r i g i n a l l y shared a l o t . The current 
Assessor's map has placed House #2 on part of the much larger l o t #34, we have 
taken care throughout th i s appl icat ion form to idenf - fy each house by i t s 
Assessor's l o t number and s t reet number. 

The d i s t r i c t is bounded northeast by Lyman and beyond by a larger t r iangu lar 
area which became the estate of E. H. Lyman. I t has never been sub-divided 
and is now the Snith College pre-school campus. The l e t t e r s "URC" on Map #3 
are a Northampton zoning designation which means "urban r e s i d e n t i a l , class C," 
meaning that bui ld ings there are l im i ted to mu l t i - fami ly uni ts of three 
stor ies or less . 

The lo ts to the east, southeast, southwest and northwest of the d i s t r i c t were 
not sub-divided u n t i l l a te in the nineteenth century and are not included in 
the d i s t r i c t because the bui ld ings are of a l a te r date and for the most part 
undistinguished a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y . For instance, the houses on Munroe Street 
behind 148 South Street (House #5) were b u i l t in 1895, 1877-1884, 1869, 1870, 
1894-1895, and 1893-1894. The houses southwest of 135 South Street (House #6) 
v/ere b u i l t in 1908, 1885, and 1850. This o f fe rs an approximate time period 
during which the area moved from agr icu l tu ra l to urban res i den t i a l . 

Houses across from 144 and 148 South Street are as fo l lows: 145 South Street 
i s an early twentieth-century house (1908) b u i l t of cement blocks. 155 South 
Street , across from 148 South Street is a f a i r l y elegant house, b u i l t in 
1895. The long l o t #32 on Map #3 i s occupied by a late-nineteenth century 
elementary school bu i l d i ng . 
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6. Cabin of squared timbers behind 60 King Street: seventeenth century, restored 
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Once in a while one will be seen with seven openings over seven, 
13 or three over three. These latter are usually of quite early date. Some-
14 times, whatever the window arrangement, the second story will over­

hang the first somewhat. When this happens the building is known 
as a garrison house, a type derived from the earliest fortified colonial 
houses of the seventeenth century. As time passed the overhang be­
came a mere reminiscence—though it did give somewhat more space 
in the second story for a given size of foundation—and increased 
emphasis was given the entranceway, in order to be in tune with 
other, contemporary, houses. Northampton has a number of well-

15 preserved examples of these rather aristocratic white-painted dwell­
ings. Their proportions vary somewhat and the dates are sometimes 
matters of discussion, but that these houses record faithfully a way 
of life and an attitude toward building design is not in doubt. 

Two or three rows of them have been preserved, and it takes little 
effort to see them much as they were seen so long ago. One has to 
subtract from one's vision pavements, poles, wires, and signs, and 
sometimes added ells and garages. But the rest is the same: the 
houses proper, the distances between them, their color (white exterior 
paint came into common use in the early 1700's), the trees, and the 
climate. A good place to try to evoke the original effect is along South 
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Text Supplement # 1 

36 Street, where three houses whose dates span most of the 1700's stand 
ly in line. The forms of the oldest house suggest its eariy date, for it has 

smallish windows and, in contrast to the others, a fairly modest 
18 though nicely worked entranceway. In the next, built a couple of 

generations later, the windows have become taller. The entranceway 
is more elaborate in that its classical elements, derived ultimately 
from the architecture of ancient Greece and Rome, project further 

19 out from the body of the house. The youngest of the three, built at 
the turn of the century, has the most window space in comparison to 
the whole front surface of the house. Though the porch may be later 
than the house proper it does show the tendency, which developed 
strongly in the coming decades, to shelter the entranceway with a 

165 porch or a broad "piazza." Later, no American house could be with­
out one. The need for a compact, defensible house had by then long 
since ceased and fashions had changed. 

Throughout the 1700's there was another powerful influence that 
worked to shape American houses, and that was English Georgian 
architecture, seen in its more majestic colonial form, for example, at 
restored Colonial Williamsburg in Virginia. There, as in England, 
brick predominated. But in Northampton almost every house was of 
wood; the age of brick was yet to come (commercial buildings will be 
discussed later on). The influence of the Georgian style was neverthe­
less immense. The symmetry inherent in pairs of facade windows 
centered round the door, for example, is Georgian, and so are the 
classically-inspired entranceways. Doors flanked by fluted pilasters 

18 and capped by triangular pediments recalling ancient Mediterranean 
temple fronts were hallmarks of English Georgian design. Above all, 
the sense of balance and repose in these houses, their clean and un­
cluttered look—and their resulting dignity—are of Georgian origin. 

18 



Text Supplement # 2 from Kneeland, Some Old Northampton Houses. 

ton 1)\ I K T .iiuestor> and was prohahly from a niucli older 
liousi' tlicrt-, as it is an oxact cop)' of the pulpit staircase of 
King's ("liapel, which was made in 1717. 

In these brief records of some of the earU homes ol 
.Northampton we have perhaps cauniit some glimpses from 
tlie livi's of tiio>e who have made lor the town the noble 
name it In'ars. Tiieir coninion )i>y> .ind sorrows we can ini-
a^jine. their ph^^ical ills perhaps appreciate, but their ver\' 
real sulfi'rinn from actn.d fear of ('.o<l. the devil .ind the In­
dians we in our sheltered homes and broader lij^ht and knowl-
i'(lj;i ' can never fidU' imderstand. Th.it in spite of and even 
in the midst of the>c- fear> the\ weri' calm, cheerful, and 
I'ven merr\ , wi' ha\c numberless proots, revealing an inward 
>ource of sirentjth and the sweet .issmance of "a \er\- pres­
ent help in time of troid)le." .Mo>t worthy t lu ' \ are of out 
j;reatest respect and admiration. 





FORT HILL 
HISTORIC 
DISTRICT 

MAP # 2 

This map shows the original home lots prior to the Indian 
raids of 167$. The M i l l River i s pictured i n i t s original 
location; i t was diverted i n 193^. The proposed Fort H i l l 
D i s t r i c t i s outlined and the location of the Fort H i l l Indian 
encampment i s shown. * 
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1 • Name of Property 
historic name FORT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 
other names/site number 

2. Location 
street & number 124, 130, 134, 144, & 135 South Street f</Anot for publication 

H/jVicinitv~ city, town Northampton 
"FCT state code 025 county Hampshire code 015 zip code mnfiD 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Properly 
f x l private 
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I I building(s) 
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I I site 
I I structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 
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1 buildings 
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objects 
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MM 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

4. State/Federai Agency Cert i f icat ion 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, i hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official 
Executive Director, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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State or Federal agency and bureau O f f i c e r 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 
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State or Federal agency and bureau 
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P^^tentered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 
Register. Q See continuation sheet. 
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National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 
I I other, (explain:) 
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FORT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 
6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
DOMESTIC: SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING DOMESTIC: SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING 

DOMESTIC: MULTIPLE DWELLING 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation ^^^^^^ 
COLONIAL vvalls CLAPBOARD 
EARLY REPUBLIC : FEDERAL 
MID-19th CENTURY GREEK REVIVAL roof SLATE & ASPHALT 

other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Fort Hill Historic District possesses integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, and workmanship Circumscribed and small though it is, 
this district is comprised of six homes built by or for those who were among 
the first settlers and builders in Northampton. Settlement in the Connecticut 
River Valley as a whole, reached a peak in its growth during the Federal 
period. 

The area was topographically isolated. Therefore, it is not surprising that 
immigrants from other parts of the state, such as southeastern Massachusetts , 
or Worcester County, used familiar vernacular architectural forms which they 
brought with them. 

As the earliest settlers came west from Boston to Springfield and then north 
to Northampton, they brought with them the knowledge of eastern Massachusetts 
architecture and building techniques and the desire to build the same type of 
houses they had been accustomed to in Boston. As they settled along what was 
to become South Street, their homes shared many stylistic features yet 
differed in many details, in the same way that the owners of each had similar 
reasons for settling in Northampton but had unique identities. There is no 
other surviving contiguous group of eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century 
houses in Northampton. The Fort Hill Historic District is significant on the 
local level and meets Criterion C for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Northampton, settled in 1654 and incorporated in 1884, was an important step 
beyond Hartford and Springfield in the progress of settlement northward along 
the Connecticut River. The Connecticut River forms the eastern boundary of 
the town, which extended nine miles westward. The town extends north from Mt. 
Tom a similar distance. The area was explored by woodsmen and fur traders who 
returned to form a settlement because of the rich open alluvial meadows of the 
great river. The settlers, farmers and artisans, moved up the Connecticut 
River from Hartford and Springfield. They were granted land, which had been 
purchased from the Nonotuck Indians, in two or more divisions to afford shares 
in meadow, forest, and village lots. Each man was guaranteed four acres in 
the river meadows. 

ricl See continuation sheet 
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Fort Hill Historic District 
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Description of Individual Buildings 

124 South Street (1792; Photo #1 , Map #1 , Assessors Lot #46). The Preserved 
ad IS Colonial i n s t y l e , f i ve bay wide, two bays deep, ano 

r ises 2 1/2 stor ies to a slate-covered gable roof from which project two 
i n t e r i o r chimneys. The facade (west elevat ion) has a central entry with a 
recessed doorway and side l i gh t s framed by wide p i las ters supporting an 
entablature with a project ing cornice. Window sash over most of the bui ld ing 
are 6/6, while those wi th in the gable ends are 2/2; windows are set w i th in 
s l i g h t l y project ing frames. At the facade, second-story windows meet the 
eaves l i n e . At tne south e leva t ion , an entry is flanked by p i las ters 
supporting an entablature with a pro ject ing cornice. A 1 1/2-story addi t ion 
extends from the rear (east) e levat ion . 

130 South Street (ca. 1830; Photo #2, Map #2, Assessors Lot #84). The Theodore 
Ba r t l e t t Hotnestead is Greek Revival in sty le with a three-bay gabled ena 
onentea toward tne s t ree t . A central chimney accommodates three or ig ina l 
working f i rep laces , one with a dutch oven. Most window openings contain 6/6 
sash set wi th in s l i g h t l y pro ject ing frames. The f i r s t story of the facade 
(west e levat ion) is sheltered by a one-story porch (probably an add i t i on ) . 
Conversion of the house to two-family use (date unknown) is re f lected by the 
two contiguous f ron t doors. Bay windows on the south elevat ion are addit ions 
(date unknown). 3 

34 South Street (ca. 1800; Photo =3, Map =3, Assessors Lot #84). The Colonel 
Elisha Str-ong house is Colonial in s ty le and r ises 2 1 /2-s tor ies. The large 
central chimney is set forward of the ridge l ine on the asphalt-covered gable 
roof . The bui ld ing rests on a low brick foundation and is f i ve bays wide and 
three bays deep. At the facade (west e leva t ion) , a central entry is flanked 
by slender p i l a s te r s , side l i g h t s , and another set of slender p i l as te r s . The 
entry is capped by an entablature with a th in pro ject cornice. Windows of tne 
second story f i t t i g h t l y under the eaves; a l l window openings contain 2/2 sash 
set w i th in s l i g h t l y project ing frames. A 1 1/2-story e l l (added, date 
unknown) extends from the northeast corner of the house. 

144 South Street (ca. 1830; Photo #4, Map #4, Assessors Lot #90). The 
Parsons-Janes-Drury House is Greek Revival in s ty le and is two stor ies in 
neight witn a gaDie roor possessing two i n t e r i o r chimneys. The symmetrical 
f ive-bay facade i s set o f f by a wide f r ieze under the eaves and narrow 
cornerboards. The central entry at the facade is sheltered by a port ico with 
a hipped roof and square piers on pedestals. The windows have 2/2 sash and 
are capped with project ing cornices. The north and south elevations of the 
hcjse are two bays wiae and pedimented; small oculus ex is t in the pediment. A 
two-stc-y addi t ion (date unknown) projects from tne rear of the house and has 

.j.wO-story po>-ch on i t s southern s ide. 

continued 
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148 South Street (1753, Photo #5, Map #5, Assessors Lot #102). The Charles 
Clapp House is now the headquarters of the Betty Allen Chapter of the D.A.R. 
It is 2 1/2 stories in height with a gabled roof from which projects a central 
chimney. The symmetrical five-bay facade has 12/12 sash windows, with those 
on the second floor set tightly under the eaves and those on the f i r s t floor 
capped by heavy cornices. The facade's central entrance has fluted pilasters, 
a six-light transom, multiple architraves, and a moulded pediment. The side 
elevations each have a single bay of windows; the f i r s t and second floor 
windows again contain 12/12 sash and the gable windows have 6/6 sash. There 
are two rear additions (date unknown), the f i r s t of which is possibly a 
remodelled lean-to. The interior front staircase is reputed to be an exact 
copy of the pulpit staircase of King's Chapel in Boston. (See text supplement 
#2 from Harriet Kneeland , Some Old Northampton Houses, p. 27.) 

On the west side of South Street is 135 South Street (1797; Photo #6, Map #6, 
Assessors Lot #34). Built close to the turn of the nineteenth century, the 
Eleazar Strong Homestead is one of the earliest Federal style buildings in 
Morthampton. Note the gently sloping hipped roof with its two interior 
chimneys end evenly spaced windows on a smooth facade and the larger amount of 
window space in relation to the total area of the facade as compared to two 
earlier homes, 124 and 148 South Street. A dentilled cornice appears beneath 
the roof. The house has two entrances with porticoes (east and north 
elevations). Columns supporting the porticoes are echoed by pilasters applied 
on the facade. A transom marks the space above the north entry; recessed 
sidelights flank the front (west) door. 
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Archaeology 

While no preh is tor ic period s i tes are current ly w i th in the d i s t r i c t , i t i s 
possible that s i tes are present. The M i l l River, which flows near the 
d i s t r i c t is a major t r i bu to ry stream of the Connecticut River, also ne?"" t̂ ^e 
d i s t r i c t . These areas would have provided seasonally varied resources and 
favorable condit ions fo r native subsistence and settlement a c t i v i t i e s . These, 
plus the fact that t h i s port ion of the Connecticut River Valley contains a 
high preh is tor ic s i te h is to ry , indicate sites may be found in the d i s t r i c t . 
Any surviv ing s i tes would be important in documenting patterns of preh is tor ic 
occupation wi th in the town and along the M i l l River which at present are 
poorly understood. 

There is also a high potent ia l for s i gn i f i can t h i s t o r i c archaeological s i tes 
w i tn in the d i s t r i c t . Similar archaeological surv ivals may also ex is t for the 
18th and early 19th centur ies, the period to wnich standing structures w i th in 
the d i s t r i c t are dated. Analysis of h i s to r i c archaeological remains could 
help document the period of Northampton's early settlement in the d i s t r i c t 
area, the settlement hiatus during Indian wars and, the re-establishment of 
the settlement in ca. 1713 a f te r the threat of Indian attack had subsided. 
These remains could also provide deta i led soc ia l , c u l t u r a l , and economic 
information pertaining to the se t t le rs who characterized th is settlement. 



FORT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT, NORTHAMPTON. MASS. 
8. Statement of Significance FEL 2 1 .co'd 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

n nationally I I statewide locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria I | A I I B B T I C I l o 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I |A I | B I |C I lO I I E I | F I | G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

ARCHITECTURE —1 7*1.1-03. 18.10 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 

—ti/A . I \ -HU 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Fort Hill Historic District occupies an area of 2.2 acres in the southeast 
part of Northampton and comprises seven buildings lining South Street between 
Lyman Road and Lasalle Avenue. The District is located on a stretch of land 
that lies between the Mill River (west) and slopes down to a wide marsh (east 
and south). North of the District, South Street leads directly into the 
center of town. The District is a small circumscribed area of five contiguous 
properties on the east side of South Street, and one property directly 
opposite on the west side of South Street (see Maps #1 and #3). It is a 
well-preserved enclave of houses built according to conventional architectural 
patterns of the mid-eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. The District 
contains six contributing buildings and one non-contributing building, a 
multi-car garage dating from the twentieth century. There are no intrusions 
within the district boundaries. » % ^ . » 

The six contributing buildings are all 2 1/2-story residences with white 
clapboard siding; all but one are five bays wide and possess center entries 
(see text supplement #1 from William MacDonald, Northampton, Massachusetts, p. 
6 & p. 18). All dwellings have either a center chimney or two inside 
chimneys, and all have been continuously occupied as residences for over two 
centuries, in some cases by the same or related families. 

The houses are in very good condition, occupied by families who have 
maintained them well and preserved the historic integrity through restoration 
and sympathetic alteration. Original pastures and fields at the rear have 
been sold for development; stone walls and fences are now gone. This district 
is made distinct by its visual and historical uniformity, limited area, 
uniform architecture, and its existence for over two centuries. The houses 
are described below, beginning on the east side of South Street at the 
northern end of the district; they are numbered as shown on Map #1. 

See continuation sheet 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
n previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
I 1 recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

f x l See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
I I State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
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The settlers were Puritan Congregationalists, but did not come for religious 
reasons. They were farmers and artisans - frontiersmen with few assets but 
their hands. They established small farms which, in some cases, s t i l l produce 
abundant harvests of crops such as tobacco, asparagus, and commercial roses. 
Growth was stimulated by the town's location, i n i t i a l l y on the north-south 
cart way along the Connecticut River, later by the railroad which followed the 
same course, by water power on the Mill River, by the fertile meadows, and, 
ultimately, by the educational institutions founded and supported by the 
fortunes amassed by valley growers: five preparatory schools, a law school, 
Clark School for the Deaf, Smith Vocational School, a commercial college, and 
Smith College. 

The Fort Hill District, a division of the original land grants assigned 
between 1654 and 1661, is on a rise south of the original bed of the Mill 
River (the bed has since been diverted, see Map #2) and was separated from the 
rest of Northampton by a ford through the river. Although the section of 
South Street along which the District lies existed within the f i r s t five years 
of the founding of Northampton (1554), the town did not vote to construct a 
bridge over the rive?- until 1651. The district, though separated from the 
center of town and relatively unprotected, remained attractive because of the 
fertile river meadows which extended east of Fort Hill establishing the rural, 
agriculttral character of the district which persisted for well over a 
century. Undist'jrbed by commercial or industrial intrusion, i t developed 
gradually from farmsteads to small residential lots; a denser but s t i l l 
resicential area. 

Settlement within the district can be attributed to several factors. First, 
the area was unoccupied and near the town center; although from the central 
commercial and civic district by the Mill River, i t was readily accessible by 
means of a ford. Secondly, a cart road (now South Street) providing the 
primary access to Northampton center from the south (Springfield), opened tne 
lots to settlement. Finally, i t afforded large lots, originally some 1,000 
feet deep, suitable for cultivation and contiguous to the fertile meadowlands 
east of the district in the loop of the Mill River (See Map #2). Tne area 
behind 134 Soutn Street retains some 450 feet of the original back fields. 

The district has been named for the native American Indian fortification on 
Fort H i l l , which predated all white settlements here (See Map #2). The 
resident Indians, the Nonotucks, were a peaceful tribe who were generally 
cooperative with the white settlers. 

continued 
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The oldest surviving building in the district is the Charles Clapp House at 
148 South Street (Photo #5). The progenitor of the Clapp family in 
Northampton, Roger Clapp, was born in England in 1609 and immigrated to 
Dorchester, Massachusetts, at age 21, in 1630. One of his sons. Preserved, 
journeyed to Northampton to claim the land that his father had acquired as a 
war grant. Preserved was one of the hearty souls who f i r s t built a house on 
what would become South Street. Preserved's son, Roger, built the house at 
148 South Street as a wedding gi f t to his son, Charles, in 1753. 

The Bartlett family were also among the f i r s t settlers to come to 
Northampton. Robert Bartlett served as a selectman in 1657 and 1663. The 
Bartlett family also operated several early mills on the Manhan River (which 
separated Northampton from Easthampton). Two houses in the district were 
built for the Bartlett family; the Preserved Bartlett Homestead (1792) at 124 
South Street and the Theodore Bartlett Homestead (ca. 1830) at 130 South 
Street, 

Another important figure in the settlement of Northampton was Elder John 
Strong. Two descendants of John Strong built houses in the District; Eleazar 
Strong at 135 South Street (1797) and Colonel Elisha Strong at 134 South 
Street (ca. 1800). 

The Parsons-Janes-Drury House at 144 South Street is named for the three 
families who principally occupied the house through 1945. The house was built 
ca. 1830 for Nathaniel Parsons. 

In addition to having important historical association with the town of 
Northampton, the Fort Hill Historic District attains architectural 
significance for its rare concentration of well-preserved, architecturally 
cohesive buildings. The architects of these six houses are generally unknown 
and are probably nonexistent. The builders were local people probably using 
pattern books or simple accepted conventions. The district possesses 
excellent examples of both Colonial style (124, 134, 148, & 135 South Street) 
and early Greek Revival style (130 & 144 South Street) architecture. 

Tne district remains a vital residential enclave with some, although 
dramatically decreased, small scale fanning undertaken. Largely due to the 
above-named academic institutions, the town of Northampton retains a strong 
economic and cultural oase. 

« • continued 
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UTM References (cont.) 
Zone Eastina Northing 
A 18 694950" 4687010 
B 18 695040 4687000 
C 18 695020 4686960 

. D 18 695140 4586870 
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F 18 695010 4686910 
G 18 694960 4685880 
H 18 694920 4586900 

' I 18 694950 4585970 
J 18 694940 4587000 
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Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The d i s t r i c t boundaries conform to the l o t l ines of the present house l o t s . 
In the case of House #3 (assessor's l o t #84) at the s t reet address of 134 
South Street , the ent i re undeveloped deep l o t has been included; th i s l o t 
suggests that more generous town lo ts were avai lable at the time that these 
six houses were b u i l t . Note that house #1 and #2 w i l l be la te r described as 
being related h i s t o r i c a l l y , and they o r i g i n a l l y shared a l o t . The current 
Assessor's map has placed House #2 on part of the much larger l o t #84, we have 
taken care throughout t h i s appl icat ion form to i den t i f y each house by i t s 
Assessor's l o t number and street number. 

Tne d i s t r i c t i s bounded northeast by Lyman and beyond by a larger t r iangu la r 
area which became the estate of E. H. Lyman. I t has never been sub-divided 
and is now the Smith College pre-school campus. The l e t t e r s "URC" on Map #3 
are a Northampton zoning designation which means "urban res iden t i a l , class C," 
meaning that bui ld ings there are l im i ted to mu l t i - fami ly units of three 
stor ies or less . 

The lo ts to the east, southeast, southwest and northwest of the d i s t r i c t were 
not sub-divided un t i l l a te in the nineteenth century and are not included in 
t he_d i s t r i c t because tne bui ldings are of a la te r date and for the most part 
undistinguished a rch i t ec tu ra l l y . For instance, the houses on Munroe Street 
behind 148 South Street (House #5) were b u i l t in 1895, 1877-1884, 1869, 1870, 
1894-1895, and 1893-1894. The houses southwest of 135 South Street (House #5) 
were b u i l t in 1908, 1885, and 1850. This o f fers an approximate time period 
during which the area moved from agr icu l tu ra l to urban res iden t i a l . 

Houses across from 144 and 148 South Street are as fo l lows: 145 South Street 
is an early twentieth-century house (1908) b u i l t of cement blocks. 155 South 
Street , across from 148 South Street is a f a i r l y elegant house, b u i l t i n 
1895. The long l o t #32 on Map #3 is occupied by a late-nineteenth century 
elementary school bu i ld ing . 
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May 16, 1988 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shul 1: 

Enclosed you wi l l f ind the nomination forms for the following properties: 

Boston, Ozias Goodwin House; 7 Jackson Avenue 

Melrose, Melrose Public Library; 63 West Emerson Street 

Northampton, Fort Hi l l Historic D is t r i c t ; 124, 130, 134, 135, 144, 
and 148 South Street 

Peabody, George Peabody House; 205 Washington Street 

Sheffield, Sheffield Plain Historic D is t r i c t ; roughly 1/2-mile of 
U.S. Route 7, south from Cook Road intersection 

They have been voted e l ig ib le by the State Review Board and have been signed 
by the State Historic Preservation Off icer. Owners were noti f ied of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comnent. No comments have been received to date. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg ^ 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

BF/es 

Enclosure M/\Y 2 4 9̂88 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Presen'ation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 

** I 



February 14, 1989 FEB 2 \ 9̂89 
NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

Carol Shull 
National Register of H is to r ic Places 
Department of the I n te r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shu l l : 

Enclosed you w i l l f ind the fo l lowing nomination forms: 

Linwood H is to r ic D i s t r i c t , Northbridge ' HPCA # 11131 MA 

Lenox Rail Road S ta t i on , Lenox 
Joseph K. Manning House, Medford 
Fort H i l l H is tor ic D i s t r i c t , Northampton 

Al l have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have been signed by 
the State H is to r i c Preservation O f f i ce r . Owners were no t i f i ed of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to conment. Comments received to date are attached 
to the nomination form. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg U 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts H is tor ica l Coirenission 

Enclosures 

BF/rc 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


