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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Grand Island Carnegie Library is an exquisite example of a
small 1ibrary butlding executed in the Neo-Classical Revival style of
architecture so popular in Nebraska during the early 20th century.

The building, basically a two-story structure with the main floor
on the second level, measures 88 feet by 132 feet and rises approximately

20 feet above grade.

walls with the second floor supported by cast iron columns and fire

coated steel beams.

Construction is of 18 inch thick pressed brick

The exterior is trimmed with stone, terra cotta,

and molded pressed brick.

The low hipped roof is covered with slate

with tile hip rolls and the whole topped with copper cresting. The
front'(north§ facade reinforces the symmetry of the plan. The classi-
cally symmetrical facade rises above the partial basement on a high base
of rusticated brick. Wide steps lead monumentally through the stone
Tonic columns to the double doors of the main entrance on the upper

~ level.  Ornate iron grillework adorns the doors and transom light of

the entrance.

Through the entrance vestibule of the original building were the

lobby and the main desk.
area for the book stacks.
and west reading rooms.

Behind the desk was the receiving and storage :
To either side of the lobby were the east
The basement of the original structure was

used for storage, work rooms, and lecture room, with the boiler room
in a separate structure.to the rear of the Tot. The interior finishes
consisted of ‘plaster. on-brick walls with classically detailed cornices,

~ hardwood and ceramic tile floors and hardwood trim.
" .0F “thie "1obby ‘was “the steél columns with an imitation

The_main,feqture
marbTe finish.

"”Thé”building today retains its original character and integrity
.. on the exterior. The building is in good repair with the entrance
"‘Steps and a portion of the copper cresting the ohly' items in an obvious
state of disrepair. ~

The interior of the building has been stripped of all its non-
permanent features and is presently being converted to an adaptive use

as a music conservatory and private residence.
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STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANC.E .

The importance of the public }ibrary as a cultural institution is
an undeniable fact to most of the towns and cities in Nebraska. Grand
Island is no exception. The board of directors met for the first time
in 1884 and made their first book selections that same years The
library itself moved from place to place on a short term basis until
1889 when space in the new City Hall was found. It wasn't until February
of 1902 that a joint meeting of the Library Board and the City Council
decided to devise a plan for the maintenance of a new Public Library
Building. The city agreed to levy the sum of $2,000 for maintenance
and support of a library provided the Library Board secured a donation
of $20,000 for the building.

, By April of 1902 the board had accepted an offer from Andrew Carnegie
for the sum of $20,000. The board soon began to confer with the top

architectural firms in Lincoln and"Omaha and” found Tyler & Son of Lincoln
to be "the best and most reliable." .The board unanimously elected them
architects on June 28, 1902. One month later plans were received' by

the board for consideration. It was decided, at this time, that the
building would be made one~fifth smaller to allow for monies to fire-
proof the building, ' Complete construction documents were then prepared
and bids were received in March of 1903 with Falldorf and Kirchke
selected contractors. Ground was broken April 27, 1903, with President
Theodore Roosevelt attending. Final acceptance of the building was in
December, 1905.

The building was completed at a cost of $19,000 wfth $1,000 for
the architects' fees. The building exhibited the finest of design

skills and workmanship at the time. Today it still stands as an excellent

example of the small Carnegie Library and Grand_Island's first public
1ibrary building. - R
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