yr Cicoofy/
FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 153-E
Office oi the Secretary, State House, Boston

| 1. Town Worcester

Address 909 Main Street

jgame Pilgrlia Congregational Churc.

Present use church
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number i‘ilgrim uongrEgational!
Present owner Church of Worcester

3. Description:

1887-1688
Date
Source Building notices, Nutt
TP PR Roll 8 —I— vol . |1
/" Style  Rnmanfisque Revival
"4. Map. Draw sketch of building location' V A~Architect  Stephen Eftrle
in relation to nearest cross streets and
#'- other buildings/ Indicate north. ' Exterior wall fabric brick
L _ Wooden building
W he Outbuildings (describe) attached
Other features rock-faced sandstone
Vowh oA sti- =0 MO ' trim, triple arched entry, porch
I/ with stone colums, tower with opei
| andi ng .. LA (L
‘Altered  no Dot e
S e a-oor, Ry r sk foee’\ o taMoved ' no ' Dat e
ZEoben BV r_r-7- - - Assessors' Book 7, p.|
A'UIf~.5 Lotsize: 1 17,250 sqg.ft. "
Ore acre pi* iess Ove one acre
Approximate frontage 169*
Approximate distance of building from street
(i
ERRY -6. Recorded'by AN Y e

Organization®orc. Heritage Pres. Soc;

Date December 1977

(over)



7. Original owner (if known) Pilgrim Congregational Church
Original us® church
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

 Recently steamcleaned andrestored, the Pilgri mCongregational Chkrch
I's an unusual exarTBI e of Romanesque Revival architecture. The building
Is constructed of brick with rock-faced sandstone w ndow and corner trim
Nearly rectangular in plan, thechurch has gables on it sfacade (west)

and sidewalls (north and sout h%, apparently corresponding tothe nave and
transept. Principal features of the building are a high corner tower
(which rises toan open belfry andi s trimred with rounded stone corners

.J"and spiral -carved stone finials), atri-partite arched entry porch, rose
"W ndow and ar ched w ndows t hroughout. Both the high quality of the build ng*£

>

design andi t s excellent condition nake i t an unusually fine exanpl e of
Victorian architecture.

. Oganized in My 1883 the PilgrimCongregational Church was "received
into the Congregational fellowship"inMrch of 1885 | n the neantine
land at t hecorner of Main and Gardner Streets had been given to the
congregation by Francis B. [Jnowes and Ms. Helen C Know es, Awooden
chapel had been built on the property in [88ij. and was first occupied I n
January of 1885, In 1886 aneffort was nade tocollect donations for
the construction of a nore substantial building. As aresult, thecorner-
atone of the present church was |aid on Cctober 22, 1887, Constructed
tJy' the building firmof Cutting & Bishop, the church was conpl et ed by

uly, 1888, Arotind thesane time the wooden chapel was renodel ed for
use as a Sunday school .

10. B bliography and/ or references (suchas local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early naps, etc.) .
Sanitary Engineer,, vol, XV, I|./2/1887, supplement, p, iv; vol, Xv,
VI6/1887, p.532; vol, XVI, 7/3/1887, .p2"8 (building

I . notice
Nutt, C History of V‘l)rcgster, vol, I'l, pp, 817-818 (history of church)
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



pilgrim dagvicatad ffitfurclf

A United Church of Christ

911 MAIN STREET AT GARDNER WORCESTER, MASS. Of610

Oct. 7, 1979

M. Charles A Harrington

Acting Keeper of t heNational Register
Heritage Conservation andRecreation Service
Deot. of t helnterior, Pension Bldg.

440 GStreet, N W

Washi ngton, DD C 20241

Att: Nord - refer ;r663

Dear M. Harrington:

The Board of Trustees of Pilgrim Co_ngregat i onal Church
met on Friday, Oct. 5, 1979anddecided they do not wish

to belisted inthe National xiegister of Historic places
at this time.

In your letter of 3e.;t. 27, 1979 you have t heproperty listed-

as follows onyour label: Pilgrim Congregational Churchof
viorcester, 909 Main Street, .orce-ter, Max 01610 RE Wbrcester

Multiple Resource Areal/ Church.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

J.. M Amt, Clerk
. Pilgrim Congregational Church
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