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7. Description SUnma Street Historic District, Adams Jtossachusetts

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered N original site
good ruins x altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Suner Street Hstoric District in Adans, Missachusetts, lies just outside
of the town's downtown conmercial district. Thedistrict has anarea of
approximately 27 acres. It isprimarily nade up of nineteenth-century single
fam|y hones, but includes several nultifam |y rowhouse bl ocks and two
institutional buildings. There are 78 buildings inthe district; onlythree
do not contribute to rts historical andvisual integrity.

The town of Adans islocatedin the northwest corner of the state. Itis
bounded by North Adans on the north. Savoy on the east, Cheshire on the south
and NwAshford and WIlianstown onthe west. The community's topography is
characterized by the north-south path of the Hbsac R ver and by nountain
ridges rising to the east andwest. Munt Qeylock, the highest pesk in
Massachusetts, domnates the western ridges. ttlement and activity have
focused in the river valley.

Sner Street, the nain axis of the Suner Street Hstoric District, runs in a
gglr]erall north-south direction. At the northern end of the district, itis

nded by the Hbosac R ver (flow ng behind Sunner Street? and t he cross
streets of Smth and Randal| Streets. Asecondary axis of the district i s
forned by Center and Qchard Street, runni nP a?prom mately perpendicular to
Smmar Street. Thedistrict extends /8 mle to the east and west fromwhere
Sner Street intersects CGenter and Qchard Streets.

Entering the district by Center Street fromthe west, it isfraned by two
churches, each currently used as aneeting place for alocal fraternal

organi zation. Therenainder of the district's buildings have residential
uses, although a funeral hone operates out of a forner residence on Suner
Street. Tned!stnct,_PartlcuI arly along Sumer, Qchard, and East Streets,
Is visually unified, with noderate setbacks fromthe tree-lined streets.

Sngle famly hones predomnate inthe district, with nunerous exanpl es of
Geek Revival- and Anne-styl e houses, and scattered exanpl es of nid
nineteenth-century styles. Thehouses are well-kept; inonly afew cases has
the _onggl nal siding been covered or the detailing renoved. of the houses
retain their original outbuildings, which includebarns, storage sheds, and
carriage houses (photo #52. ~Afew houses have early twentieth-century
garages, but these are not visually intrusive. There are only a few
Intrusions inthe district, the threelate twentieth-century houses on
Qandal | Street.

Besi des the single-famly residences, there are several nultifamly rowhouse
blocks inthe district. ~ e rowhouse is at the corner of Center and (randal |
Street. It isapromnent, brick structure with [ittle setback fromthe
street. The other three rowhouses inthe district are at its north end, on

(continued)
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Summer Street. They are of frame construction and are less visually dominant
than the brick rowhouse. These rowhouses were constructed in the 1aSOs and

1890s to provide rental housing for young, married executives in Adams' mills.

The potential for significant archaeological remains within the district is
high. While no prehistoric sites are currently known, the large amount of
open space within the district and its terrace setting above the Hoosac River
suggest that potential remains are likely. In terms of historical
archaelogical potential, the large lot sizes and the strong out-building
tradition in the district suggest a high likelihood of significant
nineteenth-century remains.

The following description of key and representative buildings in the district
is arranged chronologically, with single family houses treated first, followed
by multifamily houses and institutional buildings. Included in the
parenthetical comments after each address is the building date, the
Massachusetts Historical Commission inventory number (indicated by #999) and
the appropriate photograph number.

76 Center Street (ca. 1810, #337) The David Richmond House, at the corner of
Center and Summer Streets, is thought to be the oldest house in the district.
It is also the only building with elements of the vernacular Federal style in
the district. The house is a two-story, five-bay, side-gabled house with
simple trim and 6/6 window sash. The pedimented entry may be a Colonial
Revival addition.

72 Center Street (ca. 1840, #346, photo #4) The J. R. Smith House is the most
impressive and best-preserved Greek Revival-style house in the district. This
two-story, front-gabled house, with four broad pilasters supporting a fully
enclosed pediment, has massive proportions. The side-lighted entry is
recessed within the facade, and surmounted by a heavy, dentilated architrave.
In the gable field is a finely-detailed elliptical fanlight.

3-5 Orchard Street (ca. 1835, #591) The G. B. Whipple House has a compound
plan rarely found in Greek Revival-style houses. The central block is a wide
(five-bay) two-story, front-gabled structure that is flanked by one-story
wings. An unusual polygon-shaped window is centered in the main gable field.
Originally a single family residence, it is now a two-family home.
Unfortunately, inappropriate modern siding has robbed the house of much of its
visual integrity.

9 Summer Street (ca.l853, #363: photo #13) A more typical example of a Greek
Revival-style house in the district is the D. C. Richmond House. This
three-bay, side-hall entry house has modest corner pilasters with simple Doric
capitals and a closed, pedimented front gable. The entrance is framed by a
plain entablature with side-lights. The rectangular window in the gable field

(continued)
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s acomnan feature in the district.

65 Center Street (ca. 1840, #339) Many of the Greek Revival-style houses in
the district have later nineteenth-century alterations. A striking example is
65 Center Street, where a two-story, rectangular bay window with sticklike
detailing was introduced at the corner of this side-hall entry house in the
1890s. The large, two-story wing on the west elevation, with a full two-story
porch, may also be a late nineteenth-century addition.

4 Orchard Street (1870. #323, photos #7, #8) The Green House is a fine
example of the Second Empire style and one of the most elaborately detailed
houses in the district. The two-story house (including mansard story) has a
basically square plan. The main elevation is treated asymmetrically, with a
square, flat-roofed tower rising to the left of the main entry. Round-arched
and segmentally-arched windows prevail, all with dramatically embellished
surrounds. The unusual, convex mansard roof is broken by numerous dormers,
including two large, hooded, wall dormers with extravagantly punched
bargeboards.

2 Crandall Street (ca. 1870, #321) This restrained Italianate-style house was
built ca. 1870. It has a front-gabled plan with a narrow cross gable on the
side. On the main elevation, the small entry porch is balanced by a
one-story, projecting bay window, trimmed with paired brackets. The prominent
eaves are also decorated with paired brackets. On the north elevation is a
gable-roofed, projecting oriel, supported by large brackets.

5 Summer Street (ca.l876, #374: photo #12) The A. L. Bowen House is a more
elaborate example of the Italianate style. This two-story house has a decked,
hipped roof with centered, front and side cross gables. The entrance is
sheltered by a one-story porch crowned by a low balustrade. To the right of
the entrance is a two-story, bracketed window bay. Paired brackets also trim
the roof's overhanging eaves, and there are small, key-hole shaped windows in
the gable fields. The wrought-iron cresting on the roof deck is a rare
survival.

23 Summer Street (ca. 1890, #348) There are many Queen Anne-style houses in
the district, but the H. D. Smith House is an exceptionally well-detailed
example of the style. It has the irregular massing characteristic of the
Queen Anne style. The roof is hipped, with prominent lower cross gables.
Both gables have cut-away corners, decorated with brackets, features which
have a low survival rate. In the front gable field is an integral porch with
a circular opening (found on several houses in the district) and delicate
spindle work. Spindles also adorn the full-width porch.

28 Summer Street (ca. 1894, #343: photo #17) The D. B. Cooke House is a large
Queen Anne-style house with both clapboard and shingle wall coverings, a
common feature of the style. The house's most prominent feature is a

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(3-82) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior Jo--
National Parl< Service A<ir««» onty

National Register of Historic Places

Inventory—Nomination Form "emided
Summer Street Historic

Continuation sheet District, Adams, MA Item number 7 Page 2

rectangular, front-corner tower with an integral, double-arched porch within

it, all topped by a steep, wedged-shape roof. This type of tower is
characteristic of northern Berkshire County. There are three other examples
of the form in the district, at 6 Crandall, 21 Summer and 34 Summer Street.

16 Summer Street (ca. 1890, #372: photo #13) The delicate, lace-like
detailing in the peaks of the cross-gabled W. P. Beckwith House is its most
interesting feature. This detailing also appears in the gable of the small
entrance porch and the gable of the offset, corner-bay window. The house is
primarily sheathed in clapboard, but has a strip of vertical cladding just
above its raised stone foundation.

12 Summer Street (ca. 1894, #364: photo #12) Of all the Queen Anne-style
houses in the district, the James A. Flemming House has the most pronounced
Shingle-style elements. The full-width porch with spindle trim bulges to a
semicircular shape; its roof is covered with scalloped shingles. While the
house is clapboard-sheathed on the first floor, the second floor (and
originally the roof) is completely covered with square-cut shingles. The
central, hipped-roof dormer on the front elevation of the roof is gently
undulating in the Shingle manner.

26 Summer Street (ca. 1890, #347) While there are sticklike decorative
elements on many of the Queen Anne-style houses in the district, the J. C.
Field House is the only house that can truly be called Stick-style. The
house has vertical picket-fence cladding on the upper floors, characteristic
of Stick-style houses, and clapboards on the first-floor level. An angled,
gabled bay is offset on one corner. The full-width porch has a sunburst
pattern in the over-entry gable. There is a bold decorative truss in the peak
of the house's prominent front gable.

1-3 Summer Street (1865, #722) This house, significant as one of the first
multifamily houses in the district, was constructed in 1865 as a two-family
residence. The two-story, four-bay main block with gable roof is flanked by
small one-story ells with full-width, late nineteenth-century porches. The
two original entrances were in the ells; a twentieth-century entrance on the
main block has upset the symmetry of the main elevation. The house has a
heavy cornice and delicate spindlework on the porches.

69-79 Center Street (1881, #338: photo #6) The Menard Block is a large, brick
six-family rowhouse. The brick construction of the building is unusual, since
most rowhouses in Adams are constructed of wood. The 2 1/2-story building has
flat, undecorated walls with segmentally-arched windows and a brick, corbelled
cornice. The roof is side-gabled with twin cross gables at each end of the
building and four gable-roofed dormers between. The gable fields are sheathed
in wood shingles; gables and dormers alike have punched decorations in their
peaks.
(conttnued)
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27-31 Summer Strheet (ca. 1890, #345: photo #18) Amore typical Adams rowhouse
is the F. S. Todd Rowhouse, a three-family, frame residence constructed ca.
1890. This rectangular building is nine bays long. It is side-gabled, with a
prominent, central cross-gabled section. A porch runs the full width of the
building, its three individual cross gables decorated with patterned

shingles. Other Queen Anne-style details include the spindle work of the
porch balustrade and half-timber-inspired detail in the main front gable.

62 Center Street (ca. 1870, #156: photo #3) Oreof only two institutional
buildings in the district, the Trinity Methodist Church (how the Adams Masonic
Temple) is a building with Romanesque Revival massing and Gothic Revival
detail. Thebrick church is front-gabled, with a square bell tower atthe
left, front corner. The shallow portal has a broad, pointed-arched entry; a
larger, stained-glass window of the same shape is positioned immediately
above. The buttresses on the side elevations are quite shallow. There is
little ornamentation to the brick facade beyond occasional granite beltcourses
and projecting, brick window hoods.

63 Center Street (1871, #157: photo #2) St. Paul's Universalist Church (now
the Adams Elks Lodge) wasbuilt in 1871. It also has Gothic Revival detailing
on a Romanesgue Revival form. Built of light-colored brick with red brick and
brownstone contrasting trim, it has a cruciform, cross-gabled plan with a
front, right-corner bell tower (missing its original roof). A sharp,
pointed-arch portal frames the entrance. Both pointed-arch and rounded-arch
windows are arranged symmetrically on the facade. These two churches, sitting
across the street from each other, provide an impressive, if not
architecturally distinguished, entrance to the district.



8. Significance gymer Street Historic District, Adans, Massachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 X archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art _ engineering music humanitarian
X 1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications X industry politics government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates various dates- BuilderArchitect various architects

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Summer Street Historic District in Adams, Massachusetts, possesses
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship and
association. The Sunmer Street area is a well-preserved neighborhood of
nineteenth-century homes with very few intrusions. Most houses represent the
Greek Revival and Queen Anne styles. The district was home to many of Adams'
most successful merchants and to the owners and high-ranking employees of many
of Adams' local factories. These textile- and papermills were central to
Adams' economy and development throughout the nineteenth century. The Summer
Street Historic District meets criteria A, B, and C for the National Register
of Historic Places on the local level.

In 1762, the area around what is today known as Adams was divided into
settling lots and sold at auction as the Plantation of East Hoosuck. It was
incorporated as the town of Adams sixteen years later, in 1778. In its early
history, the town had two centers of activity--known as South Village and
North Village--that were separately incorporated as the towns of Adams and
North Adams in 1878.

The earliest settlers of the South Village were Rhode Island Quakers, who
arrived in the area in the late-eighteenth century in search of good

farmland. They settled primarily on the eastern ridges above the Hoosac River
and particularly along the Northampton Road (now Center and Orchard Streets),
the stage coach route that led through the town of Savoy on to Northampton.
The South Village's first inn was built on the Northampton Road ca. 1797 by an
early settler, Daniel Smith, just outside the current Summer Street district.
A quarter-mile east of the site of this inn (which no longer remains) stands
what is believed to be the Summer Street district's oldest house, a
Federal-style house at 76 Center Street (ca. 1810, #337).

Although the South Village developed initially as a farming community, its
soil proved not to be productive. The deep, swift Hoosac River, however, was
an early source of power for saw- and gristmills. During the War of 1812,
several of these mills were converted to textile factories. While most of the
textile mills ceased production after the war because of renewed British
competition, the Adams South Village Cotton and Woolen Manufacturing Company
(founded 1814) remained successful. This mill, which was owned by William B.
Plunkett after 1831, was the first of a number of thriving industrial
enterprises that would make Adams a prominent mill town throughout the
nineteenth century.

As Adams grew in the 1830s and 1840s from a primarily agrarian community to
one dominated by industry, the commercial economy of the town grew as well.

Many of the successful local merchants settled in the area around Center and
Orchard Streets, which developed into a fine residential neighborhood. Among

(continued)
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the earliest of these nerchants were Daniel and Henry Smth (sons of Daniel

Smth, the innkeeper), wvio omned D R &H D Smth, a store that sold
clothing and gentlenen's furnishings. The Smth brothers built the Geek
Revival -styl e house at 72 Center Street (ca. 1840, #346, photo #4) and | ived
there for nany years afterwards.

Dallas J. Dean was another prom nent nerchant who built a Geek Revival-style
house i nthe Sunmer Street district. Hs hone at 74 Center Street (ca. 1835,
#342,photo # 4) i sthefinest of its kind inthedistrict. Dean cane to Adans
in 1841 t o be t he business nanager of a local drygoods store. By the md
1850s, Dean had bought out his enployer's interest andwas on his way t o being
a politically activecitizen aswell. Hewas a selectnan and town assessor

for over twenty years, a nentber of the State Hbuse of Representatives in 1848
and 1876, and a nener of the State Senate i n1879. ADirector of the First
National Bank of Adans for nanﬁyears, he was al so on the Board of Directors
of the South Adans Savings Bank from its inception,

Apartner of Dean's for a short while was David R chnond, who |ived at 76
Center Street inthe 1840s and 1850s. R chnond and hi s son, Daniel C

R chnond, were thefirst active devel opers of the Sunmer Street district.
Both R chnonds were farmers who dabbled i nreal estate devel opnent, primrily
of their om land. They built a nunier of Geek Revival-style houses al ong
Sunmer Street i nthe 1840s. | n 1858, Daniel still owned (or held nortgages
on) four houses on thestreet, includinghis oam residence at 9 Sunmer Street
t(1ca. 1853, #363, photo #13), a three-bay, sidehall entry Geek Revival-style
ouse.

According toa nap of Berkshire Gounty published by H F Walling in 1858,
fourteen houses had been built inthedistrict by that year. Mst of these
were built inthe Geek Revival style, although several si nﬁle cottages, sone
with Italianate detailing, were also constructed. The Geek Revival style was
| ong-lived throughout Adans: front-gabled Geek Revival-style houses with
square wndows i nthe gable field were built well into the 1870s. The houses
in the Geek Revival style inthe Sumer Street district arealmost unifornly
wel | preserved, although nany have |ater nineteenth century additions. The
last Geek Revival additiontothedistrict, 20 Sunmer Street (ca. 1825, noved
1897, #365, photo #16) was noved by a teamof oxen from it sPark Street
location in 1897 tonake way for a comercial block on that site. The house's
resident at thetinme. Mss Ain Barker, issaid tohave refused t oleave her
hone during its nove, and t 0 have spent theten-day journey within the house.

The nost outstanding exanpl e of residential architectureof the 1870s i s the
Geen House at 4 Ochard Street (1870, #323, photos #7,8) a Second Enpire
house wi th magnificent detailing. WIlliamB Geen, wo i ssaid tohave had a
hand i nthe house's design, built his house i n1870. He was a prosperous

mer chant whose establ i shnent on Park Street specialized i ndrygoods, and sold

(conti nued)
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cl oaks, shaw's, carpets, wall paper, and | adies' shoes. Another |ocal

merchant who built inthis period was Al bert L. Bowen, who constructed his
handsone |talianate-style house at 5 Sunmer Street (ca. 1876, #374, photo
#12). Bowen was a principal of Bowen, Hole & ., a general nerchandise store
| ocated in Mple Gove, avillage within the town of Adans. |In addition, he
dealt in coal, hay and wood.

The district was primarily residential i n the md-nineteenth centurr, but
there were a fewexceptions. Commercial activity in Adans was |argely
concentrated on Conmercial Street, just outside the district tothe east. The
nei ghborhood' s proximty to the conmercial center neant that at |east one
residence was converted tocommercial useinthe 1870s. The |. Collins House
ca. 1850, #516, photo #1), an Italianate-style house at 2-4 Liberty Street

on the corner of Libertyand Center) operated as a grocery store from 1876 to
1904, with Charles F Sayles as proprietor. Today, the building again serves
as a residence.

The other nonresidential buildings introduced into the neighborhood in the
1870s ar ethe two churches facing each other on Center Street. St. Paul's
Universalist Church (1871, #157, photo #2) was the second hone of the pari sh.
The first, asmll, brick church on the Center Street site, was denolishedt o
nake way for the current Gothic Revival-stylebuilding. The parish sold the
building tothe local chapter of the Bks in 1929, and it continues to be used
as_a meeting EI ace for that organization. The Tr|n|tK. Met hodi st Church ( ca.
1870, #156, photo #3) was also constructed in the Gothic Revival style.

Met hodi sm has a history back tothe early nineteenth century in the
Berkshires, but a separate Methodi st conglregatlon was not forned inAdans
until the late 1860s. The Trinity Mthodist Church is currently owned by the
Adans Masoni ¢ Lodge.

The period from 1885 to 1895 narks the heaviest devel opnent of the Sunmer
Street district. Qver 25 houses were built inthe district in this decade,
nmost of themin the Queen Amne style. All but one or two of these late

ni neteen-century houses survive in good condition, with their intricate
spindle, stick and shingle detailing intact.

In the tradition of the Rchnond famly in the 1840s and 1850s, nuch of this
new devel opnent was acconplished by residents of the area. Luther Mers, a
carpenter, builder, and architect, lived at 18 Sunmer Street (ca. 1845 #373)
in the 1880s. Wile his work has not been investigated thoroughly, it seens
likely that he designed sone houses in the district. The sane can be said of
Hram T. Crandal |, carpenter and builder, who built his om house at 1
Crandal | Terrace (ca. 1851, #320) and a rowhouse on Center Street, and nay
have built other houses in the district.

(cont i nued)
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Janes M Henmng, a carpenter living just outside the district at 15 Orandal |
Street, built a nuniber of Queen Anne houses with Stick-styleinfluences along
Sunmer Street between 1890 and 1894. Hs advertisenment read: "Pansand
SFi)eCH‘lcatlons furnished and contracts taken for newwork and repairing old."

enmng's son, Janes A Henmmng, built andlived in afine Queen Anne-style
house with strong Shingle-style influences at 12 Sunmer Street (ca. 1894,
#364, photo #14).

In addition t ohousing |ocal nerchants, the Sunmer Street district was al so
hone to nany of the owners and enpl oyees of the burgeoning |ocal industries.
(e of these firms, the L. L. Brown Paper Gonpany, was |ocated just outside of
the district. The Broan Gnpany was founded 1n 1848 by Levi L. Brown, and
manuf actured fine |edger, record, bond, and |inen papers. Brown built his
first papermll at the corner of Center and Gonmercial Streets on the banks of
the Hoosac River. The factory, which had aworld wde narket duringits
heyday, renained in operation through the 1970s but was denolished I n 1974.

Miny of the managerial enployees of the L. L. Brown O)nﬁany lived in the
Sunmer Street district, including Herbert Harrington, the conpany bookkeeper,
who boarded at Liberty Street in the 1870s and 1880s, and Joseph Qunmings, a
conpany engi neer who |ived on Sunmer Street. Ednund D Jenks, one of Brown's
initidal partners, resided in a house at 5 Crandall Street that i s no |onger
standi ng.

Levi Brown also had a role in another inportant conpany in Adans, the Renfrew
Manuf acturing Gonpany. First located in the village of Renfrew the conpany
was incorporated In 1867, with Brown as president, Janes C Chal ners as
secretary, and Janes Renfrew Jr., as head agent. The firm manufactured

"gi nghans, turkey-red danask table cloths and other fancy goods." The Renfrew
Manufact uri ng Gonpany grew steadi |y until 1890. that tine the firmwas
operating five separate mlls and enpl oying nore than 2,500 operatives, naking
It the largest enpl oyer in Adans.

Janes Renfrew Jr., who gave his nan@ t othe conpany, built his om residence,
Geylock Rest, inthe district (ca. 1883, #173). Located at the end of a
long, circular drive off East Street, the house was an inpressive 2 1/2-story
mansi on, and an ear|y exanpl e of Colonial Revival design. The house, which
still stands, featured an Hshaped plan and a series of arched w ndows al ong
the first floor of the main facade. In the twentieth century it was used as a
convent for the Sisters of Providence and as the hone of the short-IivedByton
Arnold School. After standing vacant for several years, the house was
recently the subject of an unsynpathetic renovation (which includedthe
application of vinyl siding) for use as the Adans Gormunity Center.

Asmaller local textile manufacturer, enploying 160 operatives, was |locatedi n

(conti nued)
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the village of Maple Grove. Blackinton & Phillips, founded in 1853 by Peter
Blackinton and Benjamin Phillips, first produced woolen goods in rented mill

space in Maple Grove; by 1864 the firm had dissolved and Phillips had taken
title under the name B. F. Phillips & Son. The firm manufactured cassimeres,
ladies' dress goods, and shawls. While many industrialists of the period
built new houses in the Summer Street district, Phillips purchased an existing
Greek Revival-style house at 15 Summer Street (ca. 1850, #358) in the 1880s.

Other prominent Adams citizens who lived in or built houses in the Summer
Street district during the period of its greatest growth included E. Earl
Merchant, the Registrar of Deeds for Northern Berkshire County, who moved the
Greek Revival-style cottage (ca. 1835, moved ca. 1890, #341) currently located
at 70 Center Street to that location ca. 1890. Charles A. Waters, who was the
superintendent of the South Adams Gas and Water Works in the 1880s and 1890s,
lived in the eclectic Italianate-style house at 8 East Street (ca. 1840, ca.
1865 addition, #331, photo #10) during the period. The Superintendent of the
Adams Public Schools at this time, Walter P. Beckwith, had a handsome Queen
Anne/Stick-Style house built at 16 Summer Street (ca. 1890, #372, photo #13).
This house may have been built by the carpenter James F. Fleming. Henry J.
Bliss, a lawyer, and president of both the First National Bank of Adams and
the South Adams Savings Bank, built and lived in the Queen Anne-style house at
64 Center Street (ca. 1890, NI) in the 1880s.

The late nineteenth century brought the construction of multifamily rowhouses
to the Summer Street district. Multifamily houses of utilitarian design had
been used for workers in Adams mills since the middle of the century, but the
Summer Street district rowhouses were not designed for average factory
operatives. Instead, they were substantial buildings with stylish Stick and
Queen Anne detailing, meant for young, married, managerial employees. The
rowhouses provided high-quality rental homes for these families.

In 1881, Hiram Crandall, a local carpenter, built the first rowhouse in the
Summer Street district. This handsome, brick six-unit block with Stick-style
detailing was built at 69-79 Center Street (1881, #338, photo #6), adjacent to
Crandall's home off Crandall Terrace . With its location so close to the L.
L. Brown Paper Co., it seems likely that many Brown employees lived there.
The other three rowhouses in the district are frame structures located at the
north end of Summer Street. The rowhouse at 27-31 Summer Street (ca. 1890,
#345, photo #18), a three-family building, was owned, and perhaps built, by
Frederick S. Todd, a merchant selling plumbing, stoves and hardware on Myrtle
Street. Robert N. Richmond, an undertaker whose establishment also sold
furniture, draperies, and picture frames, was the owner of 33-41 Summer Street
(ca. 1904, #460, photo #18), a six-family rowhouse with fine Stick-style
detailing. The final rowhouse in the district, 38-48 Summer Street (ca. 1890,
#469), was owned by a W. N. Bixby at the turn of the century. It has been
sided with inappropriate modern materials.

(continued)
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The archaeological significance of the Summer Street district lies in its
historical archaeological resources. Surviving historical archaeological
features can help to document and better understand the transition of Adams
from a low density, agriculturally based community to a more compact,
industrial one. The large number of surviving houselots (primary buildings,

secondary buildings and landscaping) allow for several types of social,
economic, and chronological comparisons.
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The Sunmex Street Historic District boundaries are shown on the enclosed nap pren
pared for the Adans Historical Commssion. This nap was originally prepared for
a local historic district, using guidelines based on nore; purely visual criteria
than those used for the National Register. The boundaries for the National
Register historic district have been altered from these original boundariesi n
two places. At the northern end of the district, the local historic district
woul d have included houses along Sunmexr Street beyond Russell Street inorderto
protect the district visually. The hones in this area, while of the sane period
as those inthe district, are nuch nore altered and nuch | ess wel | -preserved than
houses inthe district. At the southern end of the district, 6 Grandall Street
had been omtted from the local historic district for reasons that are not clear.

The boundaries of the Sunmer Street National Register District were chosen to
enconpass the greatest concentration of nineteenth-century hones associated wth

the thenes of the district. To the west of the district along Center Street,

there are vacant lots on both sides of the road which provide a clear boundar

for the district. GCenter Street runs further west to Cormercial Street, whic
features comercial uses, as its nan@ suggests. To the south and southeast of the
district, the land rises fairly steeply, and houses areset nuch further apart

than inthe district. Mst of the houses in these directions were built in the
1920s and 1930s. To the northeast, the residences are contenporaneous wth those
in the district, but are largely cottages in vernacular styles. To the north of the
district along Sunmer Street, the houses inmediately outside the district are

| ess wel | -preserved than those inthe district, as discussed above. Beyond these
houses, the buildings on Sunmer Street have commercial uses.
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