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1. Name 

historic Siinmer Street H i s to r i c D i s t r i c t 

and or common same 

2. Location 

not tor publication 

code 003 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
^ district public occupied agriculture museum 

building(s) K private unoccupied X commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational X private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process 

^/f^_ being considered 
X yes: restricted government scientific in process 

^/f^_ being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
in process 

^/f^_ being considered 
no military other: F r a t e r n a l 

4. Owner of Property 

name 
Multiple owners; see attached l i s t 

street & number 

city, town vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. North Berkshire County Registry o f Deeds 

street & number 65 Park Street 

city, town Adams state MA 01220 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title H i s t o r i c A s s e t s o f t ± e Comnonwea l th ^̂ ^s this property been determined eligible? yes ^ no 
of Massachusetts 

date 1978-1979 federal ? state county 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Coranission 

city, town 80 Boylston Stureet, Boston 

local 



7. Descr ipt ion Sunmer Street Historic D i s t r i c t , Adams, J'tossachusetts 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered ^ original site 
good ruins x altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Summer Street Historic District in Adams, Massachusetts, lies just outside 
of the town's downtown commercial district. The district has an area of 
approximately 27 acres. It is primarily made up of nineteenth-century single 
family homes, but includes several multifamily rowhouse blocks and two 
institutional buildings. There are 78 buildings in the district; only three 
do not contribute to its historical and visual integrity. 

The town of Adams is located in the northwest corner of the state. It is 
bounded by North Adams on the north. Savoy on the east, Cheshire on the south 
and New Ashford and Williamstown on the west. The community's topography is 
characterized by the north-south path of the Hoosac River and by mountain 
ridges rising to the east and west. Mount Greylock, the highest peak in 
Massachusetts, dominates the western ridges. Settlement and activity have 
focused in the river valley. 

Summer Street, the main axis of the Summer Street Historic District, runs in a 
generally north-south direction. At the northern end of the district, i t is 
bounded by the Hoosac River (flowing behind Summer Street) and the cross 
streets of Smith and Randall Streets. A secondary axis of the district is 
formed by Center and Orchard Street, running approximately perpendicular to 
Summer Street. The district extends 1/8 mile to the east and west from where 
Summer Street intersects Center and Orchard Streets. 

Entering the district by Center Street from the west, i t is framed by two 
churches, each currently used as a meeting place for a local fraternal 
organization. The remainder of the district's buildings have residential 
uses, although a funeral home operates out of a former residence on Summer 
Street. The district, particularly along Summer, Orchard, and East Streets, 
is visually unified, with moderate setbacks from the tree-lined streets. 

Single family homes predominate in the district, with numerous examples of 
Greek Revival- and Queen Anne-style houses, and scattered examples of mid 
nineteenth-century styles. The houses are well-kept; in only a few cases has 
the original siding been covered or the detailing removed. Many of the houses 
retain their original outbuildings, which include barns, storage sheds, and 
carriage houses (photo #5). A few houses have early twentieth-century 
garages, but these are not visually intrusive. There are only a few 
intrusions in the district, the three late twentieth-century houses on 
Crandall Street. 

Besides the single-family residences, there are several multifamily rowhouse 
blocks in the district. One rowhouse is at the corner of Center and Crandall 
Street. It is a prominent, brick structure with l i t t l e setback from the 
street. The other three rowhouses in the district are at its north end, on 

(continued) 
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Summer Street . They are of frame construction and are less v i sua l l y dominant 
than the br ick rowhouse. These rowhouses were constructed in the laSOs and 
1890s to provide rental housing fo r young, married executives in Adams' m i l l s . 

The potent ial fo r s i gn i f i can t archaeological remains wi th in the d i s t r i c t is 
h igh. While no preh is tor ic s i tes are current ly known, the large amount of 
open space wi th in the d i s t r i c t and i t s terrace set t ing above the Hoosac River 
suggest that potent ial remains are l i k e l y . In terms of h i s to r i ca l 
archaelogical po ten t i a l , the large l o t sizes and the strong out -bu i ld ing 
t r a d i t i o n in the d i s t r i c t suggest a high l i ke l ihood of s i gn i f i can t 
nineteenth-century remains. 

The fo l lowing descr ipt ion of key and representative bui ld ings in the d i s t r i c t 
i s arranged chronological ly , wi th single family houses treated f i r s t , fol lowed 
by mul t i fami ly houses and i n s t i t u t i o n a l bu i ld ings . Included in the 
parenthetical comments a f te r each address is the bu i ld ing date, the 
Massachusetts His tor ica l Commission inventory number ( indicated by #999) and 
the appropriate photograph number. 

76 Center Street (ca. 1810, #337) The David Richmond House, at the corner of 
Center and Summer Streets, i s thought to be the oldest house in the d i s t r i c t . 
I t i s also the only bu i ld ing wi th elements of the vernacular Federal s ty le in 
the d i s t r i c t . The house is a two-story, f ive-bay, side-gabled house with 
simple t r im and 6/6 window sash. The pedimented entry may be a Colonial 
Revival add i t ion . 

72 Center Street (ca. 1840, #346, photo #4) The J . R. Smith House is the most 
impressive and best-preserved Greek Revival-sty le house in the d i s t r i c t . This 
two-story, f ront-gabled house, with four broad p i las ters supporting a f u l l y 
enclosed pediment, has massive proport ions. The s ide- l ighted entry is 
recessed w i th in the facade, and surmounted by a heavy, dent i la ted arch i t rave. 
In the gable f i e l d is a f i ne l y -de ta i l ed e l l i p t i c a l f a n l i g h t . 

3-5 Orchard Street (ca. 1835, #591) The G. B. Whipple House has a compound 
plan rare ly found in Greek Revival-sty le houses. The central block is a wide 
( f ive-bay) two-story, front-gabled st ructure that is flanked by one-story 
wings. An unusual polygon-shaped window is centered in the main gable f i e l d . 
Or ig ina l l y a single family residence, i t i s now a two-family home. 
Unfortunately, inappropriate modern siding has robbed the house of much of i t s 
visual i n t e g r i t y . 

9 Summer Street (ca. l853, #363: photo #13) A more typ ical example of a Greek 
Revival -s ty le house in the d i s t r i c t is the D. C. Richmond House. This 
three-bay, s ide-hal l entry house has modest corner p i las te rs wi th simple Doric 
cap i ta ls and a closed, pedimented f ron t gable. The entrance is framed by a 
plain entablature wi th s i d e - l i g h t s . The rectangular window in the gable f i e l d 

(continued) 
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is a common feature in the district. 
65 Center Street (ca. 1840, #339) Many of the Greek Revival-sty le houses in 
the d i s t r i c t have l a te r nineteenth-century a l te ra t ions . A s t r i k i n g example is 
65 Center Street , where a two-story, rectangular bay window with s t i c k l i k e 
de ta i l i ng was introduced at the corner of th is s ide-hal l entry house in the 
1890s. The la rge , two-story wing on the west e leva t ion , wi th a f u l l two-story 
porch, may also be a l a te nineteenth-century add i t ion . 

4 Orchard Street (1870. #323, photos #7, #8) The Green House is a f ine 
example of the Second Empire s ty le and one of the most elaborately deta i led 
houses in the d i s t r i c t . The two-story house ( inc luding mansard story) has a 
bas ica l ly square plan. The main elevat ion i s treated asymmetrically, with a 
square, f l a t - roo fed tower r i s i n g to the l e f t of the main entry. Round-arched 
and segmentally-arched windows p reva i l , a l l with dramatical ly embellished 
surrounds. The unusual, convex mansard roof i s broken by numerous dormers, 
including two la rge , hooded, wall dormers wi th extravagantly punched 
bargeboards. 

2 Crandall Street (ca. 1870, #321) This restrained I t a l i ana te -s t y le house was 
b u i l t ca. 1870. I t has a front-gabled plan with a narrow cross gable on the 
s ide. On the main e levat ion, the small entry porch is balanced by a 
one-story, pro ject ing bay window, trimmed with paired brackets. The prominent 
eaves are also decorated wi th paired brackets. On the north elevat ion is a 
gable-roofed, pro ject ing o r i e l , supported by large brackets. 

5 Summer Street (ca. l876, #374: photo #12) The A. L. Bowen House i s a more 
elaborate example of the I ta l ianate s t y l e . This two-story house has a decked, 
hipped roof with centered, f ron t and side cross gables. The entrance is 
sheltered by a one-story porch crowned by a low balustrade. To the r i gh t of 
the entrance is a two-story, bracketed window bay. Paired brackets also t r im 
the roo f ' s overhanging eaves, and there are smal l , key-hole shaped windows in 
the gable f i e l d s . The wrought-iron crest ing on the roof deck is a rare 
su rv i va l . 

23 Summer Street (ca. 1890, #348) There are many Queen Anne-style houses in 
the d i s t r i c t , but the H. D. Smith House is an except ional ly we l l -de ta i led 
example of the s t y l e . I t has the i r regu la r massing charac ter is t i c of the 
Queen Anne s t y l e . The roof i s hipped, with prominent lower cross gables. 
Both gables have cut-away corners, decorated wi th brackets, features which 
have a low survival ra te . In the f ron t gable f i e l d is an integral porch wi th 
a c i r cu la r opening (found on several houses in the d i s t r i c t ) and del icate 
spindle work. Spindles also adorn the f u l l - w i d t h porch. 

28 Summer Street (ca. 1894, #343: photo #17) The D. B. Cooke House is a large 
Queen Anne-style house with both clapboard and shingle wall coverings, a 
common feature of the s t y l e . The house's most prominent feature is a 

(continued) 
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rectangular, f ront-corner tower wi th an i n t e g r a l , double-arched porch wi th in 
i t , a l l topped by a steep, wedged-shape roof . This type of tower is 
character is t ic of northern Berkshire County. There are three other examples 
of the form in the d i s t r i c t , at 6 Crandal l , 21 Summer and 34 Summer Street . 

16 Summer Street (ca. 1890, #372: photo #13) The de l i ca te , l ace - l i ke 
de ta i l i ng in the peaks of the cross-gabled W. P. Beckwith House is i t s most 
in te res t ing feature. This de ta i l i ng also appears in the gable of the small 
entrance porch and the gable of the o f f s e t , corner-bay window. The house is 
pr imar i l y sheathed in clapboard, but has a s t r i p of ve r t i ca l cladding j u s t 
above i t s raised stone foundation. 

12 Summer Street (ca. 1894, #364: photo #12) Of a l l the Queen Anne-style 
houses in the d i s t r i c t , the James A. Flemming House has the most pronounced 
Shingle-style elements. The f u l l - w i d t h porch with spindle t r im bulges to a 
semicircular shape; i t s roof is covered with scalloped shingles. While the 
house is clapboard-sheathed on the f i r s t f l o o r , the second f l oo r (and 
o r i g i n a l l y the roof) i s completely covered with square-cut shingles. The 
cen t ra l , hipped-roof dormer on the f ron t elevat ion of the roof i s gently 
undulating in the Shingle manner. 

26 Summer Street (ca. 1890, #347) While there are s t i c k l i k e decorative 
elements on many of the Queen Anne-style houses in the d i s t r i c t , the J . C. 
Field House i s the only house that can t r u l y be cal led S t i ck - s t y l e . The 
house has ver t i ca l picket-fence cladding on the upper f l o o r s , charac ter is t i c 
of S t i ck -s ty le houses, and clapboards on the f i r s t - f l o o r l e v e l . An angled, 
gabled bay is o f f se t on one corner. The f u l l - w i d t h porch has a sunburst 
pattern in the over-entry gable. There is a bold decorative truss in the peak 
of the house's prominent f ron t gable. 

1-3 Summer Street (1865, #722) This house, s i gn i f i can t as one of the f i r s t 
mul t i fami ly houses in the d i s t r i c t , was constructed in 1865 as a two-family 
residence. The two-story, four-bay main block with gable roof i s flanked by 
small one-story e l l s with f u l l - w i d t h , l a te nineteenth-century porches. The 
two or ig ina l entrances were in the e l l s ; a twentieth-century entrance on the 
main block has upset the symmetry of the main e levat ion. The house has a 
heavy cornice and del icate spindlework on the porches. 

69-79 Center Street (1881, #338: photo #6) The Menard Block is a la rge , br ick 
s ix - fami ly rowhouse. The br ick construct ion of the bu i ld ing is unusual, since 
most rowhouses in Adams are constructed of wood. The 2 1/2-story bu i ld ing has 
f l a t , undecorated walls with segmentally-arched windows and a b r i c k , corbel led 
cornice. The roof is side-gabled with twin cross gables at each end of the 
bu i ld ing and four gable-roofed dormers between. The gable f i e l ds are sheathed 
in wood shingles; gables and dormers a l i ke have punched decorations in t he i r 
peaks. 

(cont±nued) 
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27-31 Summer Str^eet (ca. 1890, #345: photo #18) A more typical Adams rowhouse 
is the F. S. Todd Rowhouse, a three- fami ly , frame residence constructed ca. 
1890. This rectangular bu i ld ing is nine bays long. I t i s side-gabled, with a 
prominent, central cross-gabled sect ion. A porch runs the f u l l width of the 
bu i l d i ng , i t s three indiv idual cross gables decorated wi th patterned 
shingles. Other Queen Anne-style deta i ls include the spindle work of the 
porch balustrade and ha l f - t imber- insp i red deta i l in the main f ron t gable. 

62 Center Street (ca. 1870, #156: photo #3) One of only two i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
bui ldings in the d i s t r i c t , the T r i n i t y Methodist Church (now the Adams Masonic 
Temple) i s a bu i ld ing with Romanesque Revival massing and Gothic Revival 
d e t a i l . The br ick church is f ront-gabled, with a square bel l tower at the 
l e f t , f ron t corner. The shallow portal has a broad, pointed-arched ent ry ; a 
la rger , stained-glass window of the same shape is positioned immediately 
above. The buttresses on the side elevations are qui te shallow. There is 
l i t t l e ornamentation to the br ick facade beyond occasional granite beltcourses 
and p ro jec t ing , br ick window hoods. 

63 Center Street (1871, #157: photo #2) St. Paul's Universal is t Church (now 
the Adams Elks Lodge) was b u i l t in 1871. I t also has Gothic Revival de ta i l i ng 
on a Romanesque Revival form. B u i l t of l i gh t -co lo red br ick wi th red br ick and 
brownstone contrast ing t r i m , i t has a cruci form, cross-gabled plan with a 
f r o n t , r ight -corner bel l tower (missing i t s or ig ina l r o o f ) . A sharp, 
pointed-arch portal frames the entrance. Both pointed-arch and rounded-arch 
windows are arranged symmetrically on the facade. These two churches, s i t t i n g 
across the s t reet from each other, provide an impressive, i f not 
a rch i tec tu ra l l y d is t inguished, entrance to the d i s t r i c t . 



8. S ign i f icance Sunmer Street Historic D i s t r i c t , Adams, Massachusetts 

P e r i o d A r e a s of S i g n i f i c a n c e — C h e c k a n d j u s t i f y b e l o w 

X 

prehistor ic 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

archeology-prehistor ic 
X archeology-histor ic 

agr icul ture 
X archi tecture 

art 
commerce 
communica t ions 

S p e c i f i c d a t e s v a r i o u s d a t e s -

communi ty planning 
conservat ion 
economics 
educat ion 

_ engineering 
explorat ion sett lement 

X industry 
invention 

landscape archi tecture 
law 
l i terature 
mil i tary 
music 
phi losophy 
pol i t ics government 

BuilderArchitect various archi tec ts 

rel ig ion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitar ian 
theater 
t ransportat ion 
other (specify) 

S t a t e m e n t of S i g n i f i c a n c e ( in o n e p a r a g r a p h ) 

The Summer Street His tor ic D i s t r i c t in Adams, Massachusetts, possesses 
i n t e g r i t y of l oca t i on , design, s e t t i n g , mater ia ls , workmanship and 
associat ion. The Sunmer Street area is a well-preserved neighborhood of 
nineteenth-century homes with very few in t rus ions . Most houses represent the 
Greek Revival and Queen Anne s ty les . The d i s t r i c t was home to many of Adams' 
most successful merchants and to the owners and high-ranking employees of many 
of Adams' local fac to r ies . These t e x t i l e - and papermills were central to 
Adams' economy and development throughout the nineteenth century. The Summer 
Street Histor ic D i s t r i c t meets c r i t e r i a A, B, and C for the National Register 
of His tor ic Places on the local l e v e l . 

In 1762, the area around what is today known as Adams was divided in to 
s e t t l i n g l o t s and sold at auction as the Plantat ion of East Hoosuck. I t was 
incorporated as the town of Adams sixteen years l a t e r , in 1778. In i t s ear ly 
h i s to ry , the town had two centers of act iv i ty--known as South Vi l lage and 
North V i l l age - - tha t were separately incorporated as the towns of Adams and 
North Adams in 1878. 

The ea r l i es t se t t l e rs of the South Vi l lage were Rhode Island Quakers, who 
arr ived in the area in the late-eighteenth century in search of good 
farmland. They set t led pr imar i ly on the eastern ridges above the Hoosac River 
and pa r t i cu la r l y along the Northampton Road (now Center and Orchard S t ree ts ) , 
the stage coach route that led through the town of Savoy on to Northampton. 
The South V i l l age 's f i r s t inn was b u i l t on the Northampton Road ca. 1797 by an 
ear ly s e t t l e r , Daniel Smith, j u s t outside the current Summer Street d i s t r i c t . 
A quarter-mi le east of the s i te of th i s inn (which no longer remains) stands 
what i s believed to be the Summer Street d i s t r i c t ' s oldest house, a 
Federal-style house at 76 Center Street (ca. 1810, #337). 

Although the South Vi l lage developed i n i t i a l l y as a farming community, i t s 
so i l proved not to be productive. The deep, sw i f t Hoosac River, however, was 
an ear ly source of power fo r saw- and g r i s t m i l l s . During the War of 1812, 
several of these m i l l s were converted to t e x t i l e fac to r ies . While most of the 
t e x t i l e m i l l s ceased production a f t e r the war because of renewed B r i t i s h 
competi t ion, the Adams South Vi l lage Cotton and Woolen Manufacturing Company 
(founded 1814) remained successful. This m i l l , which was owned by Wil l iam B. 
Plunkett a f t e r 1831, was the f i r s t of a number of t h r i v i ng indus t r ia l 
enterprises that would make Adams a prominent m i l l town throughout the 
nineteenth century. 

As Adams grew in the 1830s and 1840s from a pr imar i ly agrarian community to 
one dominated by indust ry , the commercial economy of the town grew as w e l l . 
Many of the successful local merchants se t t led in the area around Center and 
Orchard Streets, which developed in to a f ine res ident ia l neighborhood. Among 

(continued) 
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the earliest of these merchants were Daniel and Henry Smith (sons of Daniel 
Smith, the innkeeper), who owned D. R. & H. D. Smith, a store that sold 
clothing and gentlemen's furnishings. The Smith brothers built the Greek 
Revival-style house at 72 Center Street (ca. 1840, #346, photo #4) and lived 
there for many years afterwards. 

Dallas J. Dean was another prominent merchant who built a Greek Revival-style 
house in the Summer Street district. His home at 74 Center Street (ca. 1835, 
#342,photo # 4) is the finest of its kind in the district. Dean came to Adams 
in 1841 to be the business manager of a local drygoods store. By the mid 
1850s, Dean had bought out his employer's interest and was on his way to being 
a politically active citizen as well. He was a selectman and town assessor 
for over twenty years, a member of the State House of Representatives in 1848 
and 1876, and a member of the State Senate in 1879. A Director of the First 
National Bank of Adams for many years, he was also on the Board of Directors 
of the South Adams Savings Bank from its inception. 

A partner of Dean's for a short while was David Richmond, who lived at 76 
Center Street in the 1840s and 1850s. Richmond and his son, Daniel C. 
Richmond, were the f i r s t active developers of the Summer Street district. 
Both Richmonds were farmers who dabbled in real estate development, primarily 
of their own land. They built a number of Greek Revival-style houses along 
Summer Street in the 1840s. In 1858, Daniel s t i l l owned (or held mortgages 
on) four houses on the street, including his own residence at 9 Summer Street 
(ca. 1853, #363, photo #13), a three-bay, sidehall entry Greek Revival-style 
house. 

According to a map of Berkshire County published by H. F. Walling in 1858, 
fourteen houses had been built in the district by that year. Most of these 
were built in the Greek Revival style, although several simple cottages, some 
with Italianate detailing, were also constructed. The Greek Revival style was 
long-lived throughout Adams: front-gabled Greek Revival-style houses with 
square windows in the gable field were built well into the 1870s. The houses 
in the Greek Revival style in the Summer Street district are almost uniformly 
well preserved, although many have later nineteenth century additions. The 
last Greek Revival addition to the district, 20 Summer Street (ca. 1825, moved 
1897, #365, photo #16) was moved by a team of oxen from its Park Street 
location in 1897 to make way for a commercial block on that site. The house's 
resident at the time. Miss Ann Barker, is said to have refused to leave her 
home during its move, and to have spent the ten-day journey within the house. 

The most outstanding example of residential architecture of the 1870s is the 
Green House at 4 Orchard Street (1870, #323, photos #7,8) a Second Empire 
house with magnificent detailing. William B. Green, who is said to have had a 
hand in the house's design, built his house in 1870. He was a prosperous 
merchant whose establishment on Park Street specialized in drygoods, and sold 

(continued) 
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cloaks, shawls, carpets, wall paper, and ladies' shoes. Another local 
merchant who built in this period was Albert L. Bowen, who constructed his 
handsome Italianate-style house at 5 Summer Street (ca. 1876, #374, photo 
#12). Bowen was a principal of Bowen, Hole & Co., a general merchandise store 
located in Maple Grove, a village within the town of Adams. In addition, he 
dealt in coal, hay and wood. 

The district was primarily residential in the mid-nineteenth century, but 
there were a few exceptions. Commercial activity in Adams was largely 
concentrated on Commercial Street, just outside the district to the east. The 
neighborhood's proximity to the commercial center meant that at least one 
residence was converted to commercial use in the 1870s. The I . Collins House 
(ca. 1850, #516, photo #1), an Italianate-style house at 2-4 Liberty Street 
(on the corner of Liberty and Center) operated as a grocery store from 1876 to 
1904, with Charles F. Sayles as proprietor. Today, the building again serves 
as a residence. 

The other nonresidential buildings introduced into the neighborhood in the 
1870s are the two churches facing each other on Center Street. St. Paul's 
Universalist Church (1871, #157, photo #2) was the second home of the parish. 
The f i r s t , a small, brick church on the Center Street site, was demolished to 
make way for the current Gothic Revival-style building. The parish sold the 
building to the local chapter of the Elks in 1929, and i t continues to be used 
as a meeting place for that organization. The Trinity Methodist Church (ca. 
1870, #156, photo #3) was also constructed in the Gothic Revival style. 
Methodism has a history back to the early nineteenth century in the 
Berkshires, but a separate Methodist congregation was not formed in Adams 
until the late 1860s. The Trinity Methodist Church is currently owned by the 
Adams Masonic Lodge. 

The period from 1885 to 1895 marks the heaviest development of the Summer 
Street district. Over 25 houses were built in the district in this decade, 
most of them in the Queen Anne style. All but one or two of these late 
nineteen-century houses survive in good condition, with their intricate 
spindle, stick and shingle detailing intact. 

In the tradition of the Richmond family in the 1840s and 1850s, much of this 
new development was accomplished by residents of the area. Luther Myers, a 
carpenter, builder, and architect, lived at 18 Summer Street (ca. 1845, #373) 
in the 1880s. While his work has not been investigated thoroughly, i t seems 
likely that he designed some houses in the district. The same can be said of 
Hiram T. Crandall, carpenter and builder, who built his own house at 1 
Crandall Terrace (ca. 1851, #320) and a rowhouse on Center Street, and may 
have built other houses in the district. 

(continued) 
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James M. Flemming, a carpenter living just outside the district at 15 Crandall 
Street, built a number of Queen Anne houses with Stick-style influences along 
Summer Street between 1890 and 1894. His advertisement read: "Plans and 
Specifications furnished and contracts taken for new work and repairing old." 
Flemming's son, James A. Flemming, built and lived in a fine Queen Anne-style 
house with strong Shingle-style influences at 12 Summer Street (ca. 1894, 
#364, photo #14). 

In addition to housing local merchants, the Summer Street district was also 
home to many of the owners and employees of the burgeoning local industries. 
One of these firms, the L. L. Brown Paper Company, was located just outside of 
the district. The Brown Company was founded in 1848 by Levi L. Brown, and 
manufactured fine ledger, record, bond, and linen papers. Brown built his 
f i r s t papermill at the corner of Center and Commercial Streets on the banks of 
the Hoosac River. The factory, which had a world wide market during its 
heyday, remained in operation through the 1970s but was demolished in 1974. 

Many of the managerial employees of the L. L. Brown Company lived in the 
Summer Street district, including Herbert Harrington, the company bookkeeper, 
who boarded at Liberty Street in the 1870s and 1880s, and Joseph Cummings, a 
company engineer who lived on Summer Street. Edmund D. Jenks, one of Brown's 
in i t i a l partners, resided in a house at 5 Crandall Street that is no longer 
standing. 

Levi Brown also had a role in another important company in Adams, the Renfrew 
Manufacturing Company. First located in the village of Renfrew, the company 
was incorporated in 1867, with Brown as president, James C. Chalmers as 
secretary, and James Renfrew, Jr., as head agent. The firm manufactured 
"ginghams, turkey-red damask table cloths and other fancy goods." The Renfrew 
Manufacturing Company grew steadily until 1890. By that time the firm was 
operating five separate mills and employing more than 2,500 operatives, making 
i t the largest employer in Adams. 

James Renfrew, Jr., who gave his name to the company, built his own residence, 
Greylock Rest, in the district (ca. 1888, #173). Located at the end of a 
long, circular drive off East Street, the house was an impressive 2 1/2-story 
mansion, and an early example of Colonial Revival design. The house, which 
s t i l l stands, featured an H-shaped plan and a series of arched windows along 
the f i r s t floor of the main facade. In the twentieth century i t was used as a 
convent for the Sisters of Providence and as the home of the short-lived Byton 
Arnold School. After standing vacant for several years, the house was 
recently the subject of an unsympathetic renovation (which included the 
application of vinyl siding) for use as the Adams Community Center. 

A smaller local textile manufacturer, employing 160 operatives, was located in 

(continued) 
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the v i l l age of Maple Grove. Blackinton & P h i l l i p s , founded in 1853 by Peter 
Blackinton and Benjamin P h i l l i p s , f i r s t produced woolen goods in rented m i l l 
space in Maple Grove; by 1864 the f i rm had dissolved and P h i l l i p s had taken 
t i t l e under the name B. F. Ph i l l i p s & Son. The f i rm manufactured cassimeres, 
lad ies ' dress goods, and shawls. While many i n d u s t r i a l i s t s of the period 
b u i l t new houses in the Summer Street d i s t r i c t , Ph i l l i p s purchased an ex is t ing 
Greek Revival -s ty le house at 15 Summer Street (ca. 1850, #358) in the 1880s. 

Other prominent Adams c i t i zens who l i ved in or b u i l t houses in the Summer 
Street d i s t r i c t during the period of i t s greatest growth included E. Earl 
Merchant, the Registrar of Deeds for Northern Berkshire County, who moved the 
Greek Revival -sty le cottage (ca. 1835, moved ca. 1890, #341) cur rent ly located 
at 70 Center Street to that locat ion ca. 1890. Charles A. Waters, who was the 
superintendent of the South Adams Gas and Water Works in the 1880s and 1890s, 
l i ved in the ec lec t ic I t a l i ana te -s t y le house at 8 East Street (ca. 1840, ca. 
1865 add i t i on , #331, photo #10) during the per iod. The Superintendent of the 
Adams Public Schools at th is t ime, Walter P. Beckwith, had a handsome Queen 
Anne/Stick-Style house b u i l t a t 16 Summer Street (ca. 1890, #372, photo #13). 
This house may have been b u i l t by the carpenter James F. Fleming. Henry J . 
B l i s s , a lawyer, and president of both the F i r s t National Bank of Adams and 
the South Adams Savings Bank, b u i l t and l i ved in the Queen Anne-style house at 
64 Center Street (ca. 1890, NI) in the 1880s. 

The la te nineteenth century brought the construct ion of mul t i fami ly rowhouses 
to the Summer Street d i s t r i c t . Mul t i fami ly houses of u t i l i t a r i a n design had 
been used for workers in Adams m i l l s since the middle of the century, but the 
Summer Street d i s t r i c t rowhouses were not designed for average factory 
operat ives. Instead, they were substantial bui ld ings wi th s t y l i sh Stick and 
Queen Anne d e t a i l i n g , meant fo r young, married, managerial employees. The 
rowhouses provided h igh-qual i ty rental homes for these fami l i es . 

In 1881, Hiram Crandal l , a local carpenter, b u i l t the f i r s t rowhouse in the 
Summer Street d i s t r i c t . This handsome, br ick s i x -un i t block with S t i ck -s ty le 
de ta i l i ng was b u i l t at 69-79 Center Street (1881, #338, photo #6) , adjacent to 
Crandal l 's home o f f Crandall Terrace . With i t s locat ion so close to the L. 
L. Brown Paper Co., i t seems l i k e l y that many Brown employees l i ved there. 
The other three rowhouses in the d i s t r i c t are frame structures located at the 
north end of Summer Street. The rowhouse at 27-31 Summer Street (ca. 1890, 
#345, photo #18), a three-family bu i l d ing , was owned, and perhaps b u i l t , by 
Frederick S. Todd, a merchant se l l i ng plumbing, stoves and hardware on Myrtle 
Street . Robert N. Richmond, an undertaker whose establishment also sold 
f u r n i t u r e , draperies, and picture frames, was the owner of 33-41 Summer Street 
(ca. 1904, #460, photo #18), a s ix - fami ly rowhouse wi th f ine S t ick -s ty le 
de ta i l i ng . The f i na l rowhouse in the d i s t r i c t , 38-48 Summer Street (ca. 1890, 
#469), was owned by a W. N. Bixby a t the turn of the century. I t has been 
sided with inappropriate modern mater ia ls . 

(continued) 
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The archaeological s igni f icance of the Summer Street d i s t r i c t l i e s in i t s 
h i s to r i ca l archaeological resources. Surviving h i s to r i ca l archaeological 
features can help to document and bet ter understand the t rans i t i on of Adams 
from a low densi ty, ag r i cu l t u ra l l y based community to a more compact, 
indus t r ia l one. The large number of surv iv ing houselots (primary bu i ld ings , 
secondary bui ldings and landscaping) allow for several types of soc ia l , 
economic, and chronological comparisons. 
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The Summer Street Historic District boundaries are shown on the enclosed map pren 
pared for the Adams Historical Commission. This map was originally prepared for 
a local historic district, using guidelines based on more; purely visual criteria 
than those used for the National Register. The boundaries for the National 
Register historic district have been altered from these original boundaries in 
two places. At the northern end of the district, the local historic district 
would have included houses along Summer Street beyond Russell Street in order to 
protect the district visually. The homes in this area, while of the same period 
as those in the district, are much more altered and much less well-preserved than 
houses in the district. At the southern end of the district, 6 Crandall Street 
had been omitted from the local historic district for reasons that are not clear. 

The boundaries of the Summer Street National Register District were chosen to 
encompass the greatest concentration of nineteenth-century homes associated with 
the themes of the district. To the west of the district along Center Street, 
there are vacant lots on both sides of the road which provide a clear boundary 
for the district. Center Street runs further west to Commercial Street, which 
features commercial uses, as its name suggests. To the south and southeast of the 
district, the land rises fairly steeply, and houses are set much further apart 
than in the district. Most of the houses in these directions were built in the 
1920s and 1930s. To the northeast, the residences are contemporaneous with those 
in the district, but are largely cottages in vernacular styles. To the north of the 
district along Summer Street, the houses immediately outside the district are 
less well-preserved than those in the district, as discussed above. Beyond these 
houses, the buildings on Summer Street have commercial uses. 
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156 62 Center 
Street 

Trinity Methodist ca. 1870 
Church 

Romanesque/ 
Gothic 
Revival 

157 63 Center 

Street 

St. Paul's ca. 1871 
Universalist Church 

Romanesque/ 
Gothic 
Revival 

NI 64 Center 

Street 

Henry J. Bliss 
House 

ca. 1890 

339 65 Center 
Street 

George N. Briggs ca. 1840 
House 

Greek Revival 
w/Stick 
addition 

341 70 Center 
Street 

Crosier House, 
E.E. Merchant 
House 

ca. 1835 
moved ca. 
1890 

Greek Revival 
Cottage 

338 69- 79 Center 
Street 

Menard Block 1881 Brick Row-
house/stick 

346 72 Center 
Street 

J.R. Smith House ca. 1840 Greek Revival 

342 74 Center 
Street 

D.J. Dean House ca. 1835 Greek Revival 
w/20th century 
porch 

337 76 Center 

Street 

Richmond House ca. 1810 Vernacular 
Federal 

NI 1 Crandall 
Street 

intrusion ca. 1965 non-
contributing 

NI 3 Crandall 
Street 

intrusion ca. 1965 non-
contributing 

NI 5 Crandall 
Street 

intrusion ca. 1965 non-
contributing 

321 2 Crandall 
Street 

Berkshire Mfg. 
Co. House 

ca. 1870 Italianate 

NI 4 Crandall 
Street 

ca. 1890 Queen Anne 

322 6 Crandall 

Street 

Jenks House ca. 1890 Queen Anne 
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320 

NI 

329 

NI 

440 

NI 

331 

NI 

NI 

NI 

NI 

328 

173 

328 

327 

m 

HI 

516 

NI 

471 

323 

1 Crandall 
Terrace 

1 East Street 

3 East Street 

5 East Street 

6 East Street 

7 East Street 

8-8 1/2 East 
Street 

9 East Street 

11 East Street 

12 East Street 

16 East Street 

16 1/2 East 
Street 

18 East Street 

21 East Street 

23 East Street 

25 East Street 

2 7 East Street 

2-4 Liberty 
Street 

10 Liberty 
Street 

20 Liberty 
Street 

4 Orchard 

Street 

H.T. Crandall Estate ca. 1851 

M.E. Potter House 

D. Burt House 

CA. Waters House 

Bishop Cottage 

Greylock Rest 

J.B. Richmond 
House 

G.B. Anthony 
House 

I . Collins House 

ca. 1890 

ca. 1890 

ca. 1890 

ca. 1894 

ca. 1890 

ca. 1840, 
ca. 1865 
addition 

ca. 1890 

ca. 1890 

ca. 1890 

ca. 1890 

ca. 1885 

ca. 1888 

ca. 1890 

ca. 1895 

ca. 1890 

ca. 1895 

ca. 1850 

Greek Revival/ 
Italianate 
addition 

Queen Anne 

Queen Anne 

Queen Anne 

Queen Anne/ 
Stick Style 

Queen Anne 

Greek Revival/ 
Second Empire 
Addition 

Queen Anne 

Queen Anne 

Queen Anne 

Queen Anne 

Queen Anne 

Colonial 
Revival 
Queen Anne/ 
Shingle Style 

Queen Anne 

Queen Anne 

Queen Anne 

Italianate 

ca. 1840 Greek Revival 

A.S. Harrington 
House 

The Green House 

ca. 1840 

1870 

Greek Revival 

Second Empire 
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591 3-5 Orchard 
Street 

G.B. Whipple, 
C.A. Babbitt House 

1835 Greek Revival 

447 6 Orchard 
Street 

ca. 1904 Shingle 

HI 2 Orchard 
Street 

ca. 1890 Queen Anne 

8-8 1/2 Orchard 
Street 

ca. 1890 Queen Anne 

HI 7 Orchard 
Street 

ca. 1895 Queen Anne 

MI 9 Orchard 
Street 

ca. 1895 Queen Anne 

HI 10 Orchard 
Street 

ca. 1895 Queen Anne 

HI 12 Orchard 
Street 

ca. 1890 Queen Anne 

NI 14 Orchard 
Street 

ca. 1890 Queen Anne 

NI 16 Orchard 
Street 

ca. 1890 Queen Anne 

448 18 Orchard 
Street 

ca. 1880 Queen Anne/ 
Shingle 

NI 20 Orchard 
Street 

ca. 1890 Queen Anne 

722 1-3 Summer 
Street 

J.R. Smith House ca. 1865 Vernacular 

Double House 

374 5 Summer 
Street 

A.L. Bowen House ca. 1876 Italianate 

377 6 Summer 
Street 

M.C. Richmond House ca. 1894 Greek Revival 

3 70 7 Summer 
Street 

D.M. Davis House ca. 1870 Italianate 

NI 8 Summer 
Street 

ca. 1890 Queen Anne 

363 9 Summer 

Street 

D.C. Richmond House ca. 1853 Greek Revival 
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366 

356 

364 

10 Summer 
Street 

11 Summer 
Street 

12 Summer 
Street 

F.D. Dean House 

John Pitt House 

James A. Flemming 
House 

ca. 1845 Greek Revival 

ca. 1840 Greek Revival 

ca. 1894 Queen Anne/ 
Shingle Style 

449 13 Summer 
Street 

W.C. Richmond 
House 

ca. 1876 Greek Revival/ 
Italianate 

362 

358 

14 Summer 
Street 

15 Summer 
Street 

James A. Flemming 
House 

ca. 1885 Queen Anne 

B.F. Phillips House ca. 1850 Greek Revival 

372 16 Summer 
Street 

W.P. Beckwith House ca. 1890 Stick Style 

3 76 

373 

17 Summer 
Street 

18 Summer 
Street 

I.A. Hoxie Cottage ca. 1850 

Arnold Hcxnestead ca. 1845 

Vernacular 
Cottage 

Cottage w/ 
Italianate 
Detail 

367 19 Summer 
Street 

F.M. Leonard House ca. 1853 Greek Revival 
Cottage 

365 20 Summer 
Street 

Dr. J.L. Barker 
House 

1825/moved Greek Revival 
ca. 1890 

380 21 Summer 
Street 

D.D. Bowen House ca. 1894 Queen Anne 

369 

348 

22-24 Summer 
Street 

23 Summer 
Street 

H. Warden House ca. 1850 Greek Revival 

H.D. Smith House ca. 1890 Queen Anne 

340 25 Summer 
Street 

Mrs. G.M. Burt 
House 

ca. 1860 Greek Revival 

347 26 Summer 
Street 

J.C. Field House ca. 1890 Stick Style 

345 27-31 Summer 
Street 

F.S. Todd Rowhouse ca. 1890 Stick Style 
Rowhouse 

343 28 Summer 

Street 

D.B. Cook House ca. 1894 Queen Anne 
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349 30 Summer 
Street 

H.F. Barrett House ca. 1894 Queen Anne 

344 32 Summer 
Street 

W.C. Ainshire House ca. 1894 Queen Anne 

460 33-41 Summer 
Street 

R.N. Richmond 
Rowhouse 

ca. 1904 Stick Style 
Rowhouse 

313 34 Summer 
Street 

Dr. A.J. Bond 
House 

ca. 1890 Queen Anne 

299 36 Summer 
Street 

S.L. Renne House ca. 1853 Greek Revival 

469 38-48 Summer 
Street 

W.N. Bixby Rowhouse ca. 1890 Queen Anne 
Rowhouse 
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