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5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _ building(s)
X public-local _ district
_ public-State X site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

n/a

* 6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Funerary: Cemetery

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Narrative Description

Bamstable. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do nat include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 _building
sites
.structures
_ objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the Nationai Register

n/a

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Funerary: Cemetery

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation

walls

roof
other GRAVESTONES: slate, sandstone
phyllite

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION . —

The Cove Burying Ground is located inthe southessterly part of Eastham, on the et Sde of U.S. Route 6,
a short distance from the Orleans rotary. Route 6 is a four-lane, dual-direction highway that follows the
course of the Colonial period Old King's Highway. Eagham isthe oldest of severd towns in the region
known as Lower Cgoe Cod. Orleans to the south and Wellfleet to the north are both offshoots of the
origina Eagham settlement.  Like most of the towns inthis "narrow land," Eastham spansthe entire area

between the Atlantic Ocean on the eest and Cgpe Cod Bay on the west.

The Cove Burying Ground is roughly rectangular in form, and encompassss about one acre of land. Its
north, south, and west Sdes are defined by agranite post and iron rail fence (photo #1). A centrd opening
on the west stregt Side provides pedestrian aocess while vehidles are admitted through a wider opening a
the NW comer. Both openings are or were equipped with chains to permit closure. The rear eestem edge
of the burying ground is defined by an irregular row of trees. The burying ground is sgparated from the
highway by a grassy areathat widens a its northem end where it terminates in a paved, crescent-shgped
drive a the northwest comer which provides limited parking. A contemporary wooden sign bearing the
name COVE BURYING GROUND isroughly centered behind the front (west) fence, facing the highway.

The character of the generd surroundings istypical of the Route 6 area, conssting of amix of residentia

and commercia properties, with most of the latter rdlaed to the prevailing summer resort trade. Immediate
neighbors includetwo 19* century front-gable houses (1150-1160 Sae Highway) to the north with ahip
roof Federd period house (1220 Sate Highway) just beyond. Anotherfi-ont-gableGresk Reviva style
house and bam (1080 Sate Highway) stand on the south side separated by a smdl wood lot. A mid-20™
century motor court is located directly acrossthe highway with another to the south and open lowlandsto

the north.

The Cove Burying Ground is the primary landmark remaining from the origina settlement of Eagtham,
then known as Nausst, in the mid-17* century. Thissite was chosen primarily due to its proximity to Town
Cove, along, narrow, and well-sheltered harbor thet lies immediatdly to the east. Laid out adjacent to the
first Congregational Mesting House ca. 1646, the burying ground takes its name from this important
topographical feature. 1t continued inuse until 1770, athough it was gradually phased out after the Bridge
Road Cemetery (see NR nomination) was laid out inthe new town center next to the ssoond meeting house
of 1720. Many of Eastham's early sdtlers are interred here, and the buria ground remains as the only
extant property assodated with most. Prevdent family names include Doane, Freeman, Hedge, Knowles,
Mulford, Paine, Show and Sparow. Most of these families are still well represanted in Eagtham ad

neighboring towns.

The burying ground landscape condsts of gently rolling terrain thet is maintained in rough turf, and dotted

with afew trees of modarate Sze and age  Native cedars predominate, occurring individualy and in small
groves a the north and south ends. Despite proximity to Town Cove, there are no viewsto the water. This
probably represents a change from earlier times when the landscgpe was more open and agriculturd in

character.

The gravestones, including both heed and foot stones, are lightly scattered throughout the burying ground
in seemingly random pattem, with heedstones facing in all directions indicating that they may have been
rearanged & sometime inthe past. Two small family plots are found in the northeest quadrant. The
Freaman family group conssts of three early 19" century graves sgt off by low granite curbing. The Doane

(continued)
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family giuup cunsyis uf MU gravas Sit of f By fbur low granite posts; it conssts ot one origina stone trom
1719 and one 1907 gonethat commemoratesa 1685 death. Both of these groupings were probably defined
inthe late 19* or 20* century.

The burying ground contains atotal of 50 known gravesincluding 37 marked by origina heedstones, one
prre-1905 replacement of an early-18* century sone that wes dolen in the late 19 century, six later
memorials commemorating deeths that occurred in the 17% century, one fieldstone marker of uncertain
origin, and five unlocated graves that were identified in 1905.

The 37 original headstones that have survived to the present time display desth dates spanning the period
1706-1770. Desaths, & recorded on heaedstones, occurred & regular interval during this period, with no
significant ggpsor dusterswith the exception of the 1760s when no nev markers gppeared. Detailed buria
records from this early period do not survive, but some loss of stones over the last 125 years has been
documented by a series of surveys conducted in 1876, 1904-05, 1975-76, and 1997.

About half of the marked graves include footstones as well & headdones The vast mgority of both

headgtones and footstones ae mede of date, but two sandgtone heedgones (#10, 11) and one phyllite

(lustrous date due to presence of mica) headstone/footstone pair (#32) exist e well. Together, these sones
provide a diverse picture of gravestone at inthe Colonia period.

Gravestone Descriptions

Representative and  especidly distinguished individual sones ae described bdow, generdly in
chronologicd order. Stone numbersrefer to a 1976 plan on the burying ground which is included & part of
the nomination.

The west-facing heedstone of Jonathan Sparrow (1633-1706/7; sone #24), located northwest of center is
one of the two oldest surviving dates. The inscription reeds "HERE LYES BURIED YE BODY OF
CAPT. JONATHAN SPRROW AGED 73 YEARS DIED MARCH YE 21" 1706." The headsone hes
been described &5 a

"beautiful and well-preserved example of the Boston-Charlestown school of the
|ate seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. It issmall (16.5" x 14" to the
bottom of the carving), but it brandishesa fearsome, toothy skull and flourishing
wings, while an hourglassreminds the observer of the steady approach of death.
The bordersare well carved in fruits and leaves, probably emblematic of the
Bounty of God and eternal life....The stone's upper case printing is sharp and
Srong, though the last name ismisspelled as'SPRROW." There are curious
Incisions near the ground on the left. Cutter's marks? Doodles? We do not know."
(Epitaphi & lcon: 63-64)

Jonathan, his two wives, and his father ae memoridized on a large boulder with a copper plague erected
by descendantsin 1876.

The heedgtone of Thankful Higgins (1692-1712; sone#26), located near the center of the burying ground,
is ancther richly carved early stone. Its toothy death's head and foliate borders ae smilar to the Sparrow
stone, but cmder in execution. The inscription enframed by the carved aress reeds "HERE LIES YE

(continued)
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BODY OF THANKFUL HIGCIINSDECEA'UJULV Vh 13* WI2IN VEiU* VEAR UF LIFc!."

The south-facing date headgone of Marcy Freeman (1631-1711; stone #38; photo #2) is one of three
gonesin a amal family plot that occupies the northeast comer of the burying ground. Digtinguished by
daborate Baroque style carving, this smal sone hes been judged to be one of the fmest on Cgpe Cod.

"Its central block isalarge heartin high relief, containing the biographical details.
Above it, inthe small tympanum, isarichly winged cherub face, handsome and
Impassive, the early harbinger of astylistic change from death's head to cherub
That would occupy the next hundred years. Although the cherub isbeautiful, an
Hourglass above reminds us of time and death. The borders, larger than usual
because of the narrow bottom apex of the heart, are alive with festoons and whorls
of cut stone, vaguely imitative of lush vegetation." (Epitapii & Icon: 64)

The gtone hes survived in unusually good condition. It hes been attributed to noted Boston carver
Nathanid Emmes

The Marcy Freeman stone is accompanied by that of her husband Major John Freamen (1621-1719; sone
#37) who "DIED OCTOBER 28™ 1719 IN THE 98™ YEAR OF HIS AGE" and their son Lieut. Edmund
Freeman (1655-1718/19: gone#39) who "DIED 11 FEBRUARY 1718/19 IN HIS 63* YEAR." John ad
Edmund's gonesare similar dark purple dates with well-defined foliate borders and winged skulls in their
tympana. They may dso have been caved by Emmes. All three gone are st off by a low granite curbing
that was probably added to descendants in the late 19% century. They are the only stonesiin this burying
ground to be 0 distinguished.

Another early date marksthe grave of Deacon Danid Doane (1636-172; sone #18). It is typicaly smdl
with awinged skull in the tympanum. An omate and well-defined foliate border surroundsthe inscription
which tells us that Doane died December 20, 1712 in his 76* year. This choice little sone is now rather
overwhemed by its neighbor, a 1909 memorid to John Doane.

The gtones of John Mulford (1671-1730; sone#10) and his wife Jemima Mulford (1666-1723; stone #12)
ae located neaer the center of the burying ground a short distance in from the front (west) side fence.
Jemimds south-facing stone is quite large with a well-defined foliate border that continues over the
tympanum which contains awinged skull with triangular nose and toothy jaw. It reeds"HERE LYES THE
BODY OF MRS. EMIMA MULFORD WIFE TO MR. JOHN MULFORD DECD MAY YE 8 1723 IN
YE 57* YEAR OF HER AGE." Thomeas Mulford (c. 1640-1706; sone#14), who may be John's father, is
adso buried nearby.

"Thomas stone isstylistically similar to Jonathan Sparrow's: he died lessthan a year
earlier, though date of death isan imperfect indicator of the date of astone. Jemima's is
by a different carver and in amore omate style: a"light-bulb™ skull, arichly carved,
bordered tympanum with whorls of considerable power all aroundit, replacing the fruits
an leaves of the older style." (Epitaph & Icon: 64)

The north-facing heedstone of Deacon Edward Knowles (1670-1740; stone #6) is located just eadt of the
Mulford group. The stoneis similar to that of JamimaMulford, but lessrichly carved, and more atenuated

(continued)
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in form and design. Its large luuudidi skull isfidiiiKd by wingssu smal llia lliey dlllOHt gppear e ears.
The inscription below the tympanum reeds "HERE LYES BURIED EDWARD KNOWLES DIED 16
NOVEMBER 1740 IN HIS70* YEAR."

The nearby stone of Deacon Samud Freeman (1688-1751; sone #3) is squat and lichen covered. Deacon
Samud died May 30, 1751 in his 63" year. The south-facing date heedstone of Mary Freeman (1694-
1770; sone #1) located adjacent to the west (stregt-side) fence in the southwest quadrant of the burying
ground, isthe latest of the Colonial period sones Mary, the widow of Deacon Samud, died March 5,
1770 & age 76. Both are typical sonesof the period with winged skullsand foliate borders.

The grave of Mary Knowles (1672-1745; sone #22) is marked by an unusud stone. The inscription is
surrounded by atypical foliate border, but the large tympanum contains a winged skull over cross bones
with aradiating background that resembles arising or setting sun. The sun motif was aminor convention
that gppeared briefly inthe mid to late 18* century. Mary, who was the wife of Cal. John Knowles, died
November 7, 1745 in her 73 year.

Three small partially shaped fiddstones in the southeest comer of the burying ground mark the graves of
members of the Paine family. They are Beniamin Paine (d. 1713; sone #33), Ben Pane (d. June 1716;
gone #35) and Bennett Paine (1671-5/30/1716; sone #34). The inscriptionson all three are quite wom.
An unmarkedfieldstonemay be the marker attributed to Mercy Freaman (d. 1736; next to sone #IR) in
1905.

The west-facing date headstone of Thomeas Lewes (1654-1718; sone#15) is located near the center of the
burying ground in its southwest quadrant. Although lichen-covered and deteriorating, this sone continues
to display arich foliate border; the tympanum contains an unusud heed with swirling "Medusa-like" hair
ingtead of the usud winged skull. It is attributed to carver William Grant. The inscription reeds "DIED
MARCH YE 19™ 1718 IN HIS64™ YEAR."

Severa members of the Hedge family including father Samud Hedge (1676-1714; sone #27), five year old
on Samud (1704-1709; sone #28) and daughter Thankfiil are interred near the southem edge of the
burying ground. The headgtone of Thankful Hedge (1698-1712; sone #29) is a smdl date with arich
foliate border and a lantem-type winged skull inthe tympanum. Attributed to the Lamson carving shop, it
reeds "DAUGHTER OF SMAUEL AND GRACE DIED APRIL YE 14™ 1713 AGED 13 YEARS 9
MONTHS." Young Samud's goneissimilar.

There are two sandgtone heaedgtones in the Cove Burying Ground, both in the southwest comer, and both
badly eroded. One marksthe grave of George Brown (c.1700-175?, gone#11) who "DIED 18 JANUARY
175 IN HIS51 YEAR." Theother belongs to John Mulford (1661 -1730; stone# 10) who "DIED APRIL
20 1730 EN HIS59™ YEAR."

Post Colonial Period

The Cove Burying Ground hes survived in reasongbly good condition, given its 338 year history. This
results from continuing care by descendants who continued to reside in Eagtham in large number, and from
a more antiquarian/presarvation interest that has characterized the late-19* and 20* centuries.
Neverthdess, many stones suffer from erasion and spalling/splitting.

(continued)
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In additionto Colonial ptiiud d.ues seveid iiieiiiuiia suiies have bemn placed Inthe bUryitlg gi'bUrtd by
descendants of early settlers who are thought to have bean buried there.

The earliest of the post-Colonia markers was raised by descendants in 1876 to honor members of the
Sparow family (sone #25). It is located near the center of the burying ground adjacent to the 1706/07
grave of Cgpt. Jonathan Sparrow described above. It is alarge boulder with a copper pand affixed to the
west Sde which bearsthe following inscription:

HERE RESTS THE DUST
OF
RICHARD SPARROW
AND HISWIFE
PANDORA
WHO CAME FROM KENT COUNTY ENGLAND
ABOUT 1633 AND SETTLED IN PLYMOUTH
ABOUT 1650 THEY CAME TO EASTHAM
AND SETTLED NEAR THISPLACE
WHERE HE DIED JANIUARY 8, 1660
HERRE ALSO RESTS
JONATHAN SPARROW ONLY CHILD OF RICHARD
TOGETHER WITH HISHRST TWO WIVES
REBECCA BANGSAND HANNAH PRINCE
HE SETTLED IN THE PART OF EASTHAM
NOW EAAST ORLEANS WHERE
AFTER FILLfNG MANY OFFCES OF HONOR
AND TRUST fN BOTH CHURCH AND STATE
HE DIED MARCH 21, 1706 AGED 73 YEARS
IN MEMORY OF
THESE EARLY SETTLERS OF OUR COUNTRY
WE THEIR DESCENDANTSHAVE ERECTED
THISTABLET AN THISCENTENNIAL YEAR
OF OUR AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE AD 1876

Sometime before 1906 a memoria stone was placed on the grave of the Rev. Samud Treat (stone #20)
after his original sone was stolen. It is a smple, dignified marble headgone with a curved top and
chamfered edges. It reads REV SAMUEL TREAT DIED MARCH 13, 1716 AGED 69 YEARS. The
memoriad was erected by Olive, Mercy, and Lucia Knowles, sgters of William Knowles who owned a
portion of the Samud Treat homestead on Fort Hill. Thisgenerd form of boulder with copper inscription
plague was followed for later memoriads. One was placed by the Doane Family Association on August 21,
1907 in memory of Deacon John Doane (€.1590-1685; stone #ID placed 1907), one of Eastham's seven
founders. Similarly the Association of Descendants of Raph Smith erected a monument to Ralph Swift
(1610-1685; sone #RS placed 1946), ancther town founder and "pioneer of digtinction." Three other
gones, erected by descendants in 1966 memoriadize Mayflower passangas Congance Hopkins Show
(1605-1677; sone CS), Giles Hopkins (1607-1690; sone #GH), and Lt. Josgph Rogers (1607-1678; stone
#IR).

Both the Cove Burial Ground and Bridge Road Cemetery have been surveyed many times. Theformer was

(continued)
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fiist studied t. 1876 by Jusepli Paine of Harwich. Both were surveyed by Stanley W. Smith, Edward M.
Whorf, and John W. Willard in November 1904 and May 1905, by Kendm Callins of Eagham in 1975-76,
and by Fannin/Lehner of Concord in 1997. The stones of five gravesrecorded in 1904-05 had disgppeared
by 1976. Afieldstonenext to sone#RR isbdieved to mark the grave of Mercy Fresman who died in 1736.
Four other stones disgppeared entirely between the surveys of 1906 and 1976. They include Joshua Bangs
(d. 1709/10), Hannah Remick (d. 1751), Jebez Show (d. 1750), and Beniamin Webb (d. 1746). Kendm
Callins, who conducted the 1975 survey, began repairing sones with fiberglassin 1975. The town hired
preservation consultant Minxie Fannin of Fannin/Lehner to reevduate the condition of stones in both the
Cove Buria Ground and Bridge Road Cameatery inlate fall 1997. Their report records existing conditions
and makesrecommendation for repair and maintenance.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric Stes are recorded within the Cove Burying ground, Sites may be present. Twenty-
eight prehistoric Sites are recorded in the generd area (within one mile), including ste 19-BN-196 which
covers a large area eest of Route 6 to the shordine of the channd leading to the Town Cove. That dteis
recorded as a village ste with little additional information. Environmenta characteristics of the buria
ground aso represent locationd criteria that are favorable for many types of prehistoric stes. The
nominated property includes awell- drained, level to moderatdly doping terrace within 1000 feet of severd
wetland aress including an estuarine channd connecting Nausst Marsh with the Town Cove. Given the
above infonnation, the relatively high ste density for Eastham (69 sites), and the location of most Stes in
the eastem part of town inthe vicinity of the cemetery, ahigh potentia exists for locating prehistoric sites
in this area. In generd, however, the potentia for locating significant prehistoric Stes on the cemetery
property is low due to the small size of the cemetery (1 acre) and the relatively degp impacts assodiated
with the excavation of graves over a 130 year period.

A high potentia exigts for locating historic archaeologica resourceswithin and neer the present boundaries
of the Cove Burying Ground. Further documentary reseerch combined with archaeologicd survey and
testing can identify the locations of unmarked graves and reaffirm the associations between existing
gravestones and actud graves Known and unmarked graves may represent the most common
archaeologicd resource in the cemetery.  Individua graves may include skeletd remains in addition to
clothing and other persond items interred with each individual. Funerary objects including coffin remains
and artifacts assodiaed with the initia intemment(s) and later memorids may dso be present with
individual or groups of graves A grave shaft discernable in the soil stratigraphy should be present with
individual and multiple internments. Post molds may aso be present from older fence lines that marked the

boundary of the cemetery. Archaeologica testing may dso identify heed and foot stones that ae
overgrown and presently not visible on the surface.
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Criteria Statement

The Cove Burying Ground is a remarkable Colonia period artifact that hes survived as the primary
physical document of the settlement and early history of Eastham and the Lower Cgpe Cod region. 1t was
the community's first burying ground, and marks the ste of the first meeting house and town center. It
remains today as the primary physica link with the 17* century origins of Eastham and its early families.
It dso provides an excdlent record of Colonial period New England funerary art and teste.

The Cove Burying Ground possesses integrity of location, design, meaterids, workmanship, feeling and
association.  Setting is the only factor that has been compromised s the early context consiting of the
Congregationd Meeting House and large digpersed famsteads has been replaced by moderae density
commercia and residential development of the 19* and 20™ centuries. The changesto setting condtitute a
minor impact on overal integrity.

The period of significance for the Cove Burying Ground spans the years from ¢. 1646 when the first
meseting house was congructed and the adjacent burying ground laid out, to 1907 when commemorative
markers were placed in the cemetery. The burying ground is considered significant on the locd level.

The Cove Burying Ground meds criterion A due to its unique and intimate associaions with the early
sttlement of Easham and the Lower Cgpe region.  The open, informal character of the landscape, the
types of stones, and their inscriptions and art work possess an unusualy doquent ability to bring the early
history if Eagham to life. It meds criterion C as a diverse and generdly wedl-preserved graveyard that
illustrates the changes testes and fortunes of both Eagham and its larger New England context. Severd
gones have been identified as unusudly fine works produced by noted Boston stone carvers including
Nathanid Emmes, William Grant, and the Lamson Shop. The Cover Burying Ground medts criteria
exception D because it contains graves of persons of transcendent importance to Eagtham, their age, and
their distmctive gravestone design and craftsmanship.

Historical Events and Trends Associated with Cove Burying Ground

The Cove Burying Ground is intimately associated with the key events that define the early history of

Eagtham. Those evants include establishment of the town and its Congregationa Mesting House in the
1640s, and the gradud population growth that resulted in the creation of North and South parishesin 1718.

Eastham was settled by seven Plymouth freemen and their families in 1644, and incorporated as the fourth

town on Cgoe Cod in 1646. Origindly known by the Indian name of Nausst, the early community

encompassad a vadt territory that messured 15 miles in length by 2 V2 miles in width, and embraced the
current towns of Orleans and Wellfleet in addition to Eastham. As the only established town eedt of

Y armouth throughout most of the I71* century, Eagham dso exerted influence over the additiond territory
that eventualy becamethe towns of Tmro, Chatham, Harwich and Brewster.

Six of the saven town fathers sattled on 200 acre farmateads in the southem half of Eagtham; the eest coast
with itsunusualy fertile soils was especidly prized. Another attraction of this areawas the Town Cove, a
long, narrow, and well-sheltered inlet whose 14' main channd easily accommodated the small ships of the

(continued)
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period. Inwas here, on the west centrd shore of Towh Cove, that a 20" square Congregationa Mesting
House was erected at about the time of incorporation, and a burying ground laid out adjacent. The latter,
which isthe only artifact to survive from this early period, takes its name from this important topographical
feature.

In 1651, the name of the town was changed from Nauset to Eagtham, and by 1655 it had grown from seven
to 29 heeds of family, with an estimated population of 150. The pattems of large farmsteads concentrated
in southem Eagtham persisted throughout the 17" century. Severd important figures occupied lands in the
immediate vicinity of Town Cove and the meeting house. Among them was Thomas Prence, who sarved as
govemor of the Plymouth Colony and leeder of the Eagtham settlement.  Prence owned 200 acres of the
mogt fertile land a the north end of the cove, and a pear tree that he brought from England is sad to have
marked his house ste through the late 19* century. (Freeman 1869: 364) Another prominent resident of
the areaweas the Rev. Samud Treat who lived in a parsonage erected for him by the town a the heed of the
cove. Prencewas buried off-Cape, but Treet restsin the Cove Burying Ground.

The Reverend Samuel Treat, son of Connecticut Govemor Robert Treat, came to Eastham in 1672 as the
first ordained minister of the Congregational Church. Shortly after hisarrival in 1676, the town voted to

construct a new meeting house on the site of its predecessor "near the burial ground." The building

committee consisted of Deacon Samuel Freeman, Lt. John Freeman, Thomas Paine, and John Doane
(Freeman 1869: 368); all but Paine are buried in the Cove Burying Ground. In 1695, abell and belfry were
added to the meeting house, and in 1700 the building was lengthened 15' to create the square plan that

characterized many early meeting houses. Reconstruction and improvement of the Congregational meeting

house reflected steady increasesin population and wealth. By 1695, thetown's freemen voters numbered

114, trandlating to a population of about 600. (Freeman: 373-375)

In 1718, theyear after Rev. Treat died, thetown extended acall to Rev. Samuel Osbom, and appropriated
600 pounds for a new meeting house. By this time however, "Eastham's long and narrow sea-bounded area
made onecentral meeting house inconvenient to many (Trayser 1951: 17) and a controversy arose over the
best location of the new house. In was agreed to divide Eastham into north and south parishes, with
outsiders given responsibility for determining the exact location of the dividing line. A new South Parish
Meeting House was erected inwhat isnow Orleansin 1718; thefollowing year a"burial-place was laid out
at [its] west end." (Freeman 1869: 382) The North Parish occupied the old meeting house road until 1720
when their new house and burying ground were completed on Bridge Road. In 1723, Billingsgate, the
northernmost portion of Eastham was established asthe North Precinct, creating a de facto third parishin
Eastham. (Freeman 1869: 385-386)

The Cove Burying Ground was gradually phased out of use after the Bridge Road Cemetery was laid outin
1720. Basad on the evidence of gravestone degth dates, buriads continued a the former until 1770 and did
not begin a the latter until 1754. The overlap may reflect the desire of resdents to be buried neer loved
onesdready interred a the Cove Burying Ground, or the thrifty desreto use the older ground until it was
filled.

People Associated with Cove Burying Ground

Many of Eagtham's earliest and modt influentia resdents are interred a the Cove Burying Ground.
Prevaent family namesinscribed on gravestones here include Doane, Freeman, Hedge, Knowles, Mulford,

(continued)
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Pane, Show and Sparrow. These are the same sumames that are found on 17* century lists of freemen
voters, and of both loca and county office holders. They remain well represented in Easham and its
severd neighboring towns today.

Although the Cove Burying Ground was the only Eastham cemetery until 1720, few specific hames from
17* century lists can be matched upwith specific gravestones. There areseveral reasonsfor this. One is
that only avery small minority of those whodied in 17* century outposts like Cape Cod appear to have
been commemorated by gravestones. Ancther isthe inevitable loss of gravestones over time. Together,
these two factors help to account for the fact that only eight 17* century gravestones have been identified
on the entire Cape Cod, with none in Eastham. (Epitaph & Icon: xii) Thus, while we know from vital
recordsthat substantial numbers of people died in 17* century Eastham and were most likely interred inthe
Cove Burying Ground, their graves are not marked by period stones. Finally, some of Eastham's early
settlers, including Gov. Thomas Prence, died and were buried elsewhere. Nevertheless, several 17* century
residents have been positive linked with the Cove Burying Ground either through period stones, or later
commemorative markers erected by descendents. For example, at least three Mayflower passengers are
buried her including Lt. Joseph Rogers (1607-1678; stone #JR), Constance Hopkins Snhow (1605-1677;
stone #CS) and Giles Hopkins (1607-1690; stone #GH), all known through markers placed in 1966. Lt.
Rogers arrived in Eastham via Duxbury and Sandwich. He was amember of the Plymouth Colony Militia,
and was listed as a freeman voter inEastham by 1655. (Freeman 1869: 361) Mrs. Show was the daughter
of Sephen Hopkins, and married Nicholas Show, an associate of Prenceand an original Eastham settler.
Nicholas was a man of note, serving asthe first town clerk from 1646-1662, and also as selectman and
deputy. (Freeman 1869: 364)

The Deacon John Doane (c. 1590-1685; sone#JD) grave Ste is commemorated by a stone placed in 1907.
Doare arrived in Plymouth around 1630, and in 1644 joined his colleegue Gov. Prence as one of Nauset's
origina seven settlers. At Plymouth, Doane sarved as church deacon, deputy to the Genera, Court, and
assgant to Gov. Prence, and was amember of the Committeeto Revise the Lawsin 1636. In Easham he
continued as deacon and deputy. Doare lived out his life on a large Easham farmstead, north of the
harbor, whose site was still marked by acdlar holein the 1860s (epitaph: Freeman 1860: 370) Severd of
his offspring are buried in the Cove Burying Ground.

The grave of Capt. Jonathan Sparrow. Esquire (1633-1706/7; sone #24) who was an Eagham freeman
voter by 1655, is marked by one of the oldest stones in the burying ground. Sparrow was a provincia

deputy and representative for many years, inaddition to serving as magisrate and schoolmaster. Members
of Sparrow's immediate family, including his parents and wives, were commemorated in 1876 with a
marker placed near his heedgtone (stone #25).

Major John Freeman (1621-1719; stone #37), another 1655 freeman voter, isalso buried here along with
his wife Marcy Freeman (1631-1711; stone #38), and their son Lt. Edmund Freeman (1657-1718/9; stone
#39). John, who was €elected assistant to Govemor Prencein 1666, died October 28, 1719 inthe 98* year
of hislife. When Eastham joined other towns in accepting the new colonial charter in 1691, their
commitment was financed by mortgaging two islands at Billingsgate to Freeman, demonstrating iswealth
and influence (Deyo 1890: 723). Marcy died September 28, 1711 at age 80. (Freeman 1869: 364)
Edmund married Sarah Sunderland and together they raised a large family in Eastham. (Freeman 18609:
382)

(continued)
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Another important resident interred at the Cove Burying Ground isthe Reverend Samuel Treat, son of
Connecticut Govemor Robert Treat. He came to Eastham in 1672 asthefirsordained minister of the
Congregational Church. Treattook a stronginterest intheregion's native population, learning their
language, and preaching throughout the entire Eastham territoryfromTraro to Yarmouth. Treat was
supported by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel among the Indians, and hasbeen compared
favorably to the Rev. John Eliot in the success of his efforts. (Freeman 1869! 366) Rev. Treat was buried in
the CoveBurial Ground, next to the church he served inMarch 1717. His gravestone disappeared in the
late 19* century, but areplacement waserected by MissLucia Knowles sometime before 1905. Lucy's
brother William F. Knowles had inherited part of the old Treat farmstead on Fort Hill. (Trayser/Lowe: 147,
Freeman 1869: 381)

Maog of those who lie in the Cove Burying Ground are the less wdl-known ditizens who formed the
beckbore of the 17% and 18 cantury Esgham community. Remarkadly, many lived long lives even by
today's sandards according to dates provided by insriptions. The Deecon Danid Doare (1636-1712;

gone #36) died on Deoamber 20, 1712 in his 76* year. Dr. David Doare (1674-1748; sone #5) died

November 18, 1748 in his 74* year. Cgot. Sarud Feamen (1660-1742; done#7) died January 30, 1742
in his 82" year. Desoon Sarud  FHaamen (1637-1712; gone #18) died Novarbe 20, 1712 in his 75*

year. He care to Eadham from Watetown where his family were lage landowvnars maried May

Southworth in 1658, and saved on the mesting house building committee in 1676, (Freeman 1869: 368,

380) Cal John Knowles (1672-1757; sone#23) died Novambear 3, 1757 in his 85* year; his wife May
Knowles (1672-1745; sone #22) died Novembe 7, 1745 in her 73" year. Thomes Mulford (¢.1640-1706;
gone #14) wes are of the 114 Esghamfreemenvaters liged in 169%6. (Freamen 1869 375) Heis buried
hare dong with his son Jdhn (1671-1730; gone#10) ad daughter-irHaw Janima Mulford (1666-1723;

done #12).

In addition to smply marking the fina reting place of early Eadhem reddents the gravestones inthe
Cove Burying Ground have aunigue ability to illuminate some of the persond ddtalls of ther lives While
moa of the resdents dited above gopear to have lived long, respedted, and hapy lives, athers gopesr to
have bea afflicted by persond and familid tragedy, the most common of which wes the lass of young
children. An example isthe Hadoe family; severd of whose mambas are intared near the southem edge
of the burying ground. In this casafiveyear old Savud Hedge (done #28) died in 1709, followed by 13
year old Thankfiil Hedge (done #29) in 1713, and 34 year old faher Samud Hadoe (Stone #27) in 1714
Wife Graoe gopears to have bean buried dsavhare Othars who died young indude Joghua Doare (1740-
1743, gone #13), the son of Jodua J. ad Betty, who died /August 22,1 743 & age 3 years 3 months ad
Thankfiil Higgins (1692-1712; done #26) who died in her 20¢ yer.

Gravestone Artigry and Warkmanship and Cove Burying Ground

Gaad
The Cove Burying Ground contains mary fi neearly gravestanes which illusfrate changing locd ad
regiond tegtes through the evalution of bath gaitgphs and iconogrgahy in the Colonid period. In addition,
Fvad gones have bam identified as the work of noted Bogion area done carvars  For these ressons it hes
bem judged to be ane of the ten mogt nateworthy old burying grounds on Cape Cod schdars Diane Hume
Geaorge and Mdcam A. Ndson in their 1983 work Epitgphs & Icons Refar to sadtion 7 of this nomination
for desriptions of gpecific dones Together, they provide an extensive and diverse picture of funerary art
in the Colonid period.

(continued)
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Materids

Both the materials and carvings for these stones originated off-Cape, aregion which lacks natural sources
of dlate, sandstone, limestone, marble and other easily worked stone to fiimish the raw material for anative
carving industry. Themajority originated in population centers at Plymouth and Boston which possessed
close govemmental and economic ties to Eastham, and were accessible by both water and overland routes.
A small number of sandstone markers were introduced to the Cove Burying Ground at the end of its period
of active use, adding diversity tothe date stones that had dominated earlier periods. Thegenerally small
scale of most stones inthis burying ground clearly testifies to their expense inearly Eastham. (Epitaph &
Icon: xiii)

Cavers
Thework of saverd Boston areacarvers hes been positively or tentatively identified hereincluding
Nathaniel Emmes, William Grant, and the Lamson Shop.

Nathaniel Emmes (1690-1750) worked in Boston with his sons Henry (1716/7-1767) and Joshua (1719-
1772). Basd on the evidence of probate records, Nathaniel was one of the most popular Boston carvers in
the first half of the 18* century. "Typically, Emmes skulls and graceful feathered wings are designed to
fill the various sized tympanums arches. Often asat of crossad bones or adecorated border arch is used
abovethe skull." (Gabd, AGS Newdetter, Summer 1986) Nathanid hes been identified as the creator of
the exceptional datethat marks the grave of Marcy Freeman (1631-1711; sone#38) which isdescribed in
section 7. That stone epitomizes the Emmes style.

The extensve Lamson family, including Nathanid (1693-1755) and brother (?) Cdeb (1697-1760)
followed by descendants Cdeb (1760-C.1800), John (1732-1776), Josgph (1658-1722) and saverd others,
The Lamsons worked in the Maden/Charlestown areajust north of Boston. The datethat marks the grave
of Thankful Hedge (1698-1712; stone#29) has bean attributed to the Lamson carving shop.

The headgtone of Thomas Lewes (1654-1718; sone#15) has been attributed to a less well-known carver
named William Grant. Finally the very early heedstone of Jonathan Sparrow (1633-1706/7' sone#24) is a
"beautiful and well-preserved example of the Boston-Charlestown schoal of the late seventeanth and early
eighteenth centuries."

Motifs and Epitaphs

This burying ground is especidly rich in the winged skull motif, which dominated gravestone art

throughout most of the 17* century, and its gradud transition to the winged cherub by the end of the
century. For example, the date heedgone of Marcy Freamen (1631-1711; sone#38), distinguished by fine
Baroque style carving, has been judged to be one of the finest on Cgoe Cod. Attributed to noted Boston
caver Nathanid Emmes it is an early example of the transition.

"Its...richly winged cherub face, handsome and impassive, theearly harbinger of
a stylistic change form death's head to cherub that would occupy the next hundred
years.... Theborders, larger than usual because of the narrow bottom apex of the
heart, arealive with festoons and whorls of cut stone, vaguely imitative of lush
vegetation." (Epitaphs & Icon: 64)

(continued)
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Colonial and Federal Period Cemetery context

The Cove Burying Ground hes survived as an extraordinary document of Eastham's Colonia period
history, especidly when viewed in conjunction with its successor, the 18* century Bridge Road Cemetery.
Together these two graveyards chronicle three centuries of Eagham history, society, and aesthetic taste.
Both have been judged among the 10 best burying grounds on Cape Cod. (Epitaph & Icon: 64) According
to the Inventory of Historic Assts of the Commonwesdlth, there are gpproximatdy 120 cemeteries on Cape
Cod, 35-40 of which dateto the Colonia period.

There arefour cemeteries within the current Town of Eastham. The oldest isthe Cove Burying Ground,
laid out in the 1640s adjacent to the first Congregational Meeting House, and actively used until 1770
(MHC #800). Second isthe Bridge Road Cemetery which was established adjacent to the second Meeting
House of 1720 and remained in acfive use unfil 1886 (MHC #803). Third isthe Methodist Cemetery laid
out adjacent to the Methodist Church of 1821, and incorporated as the Evergreen Cemetery in 1892 (MHC
#802). The last is the Congregational and Soldiers Cemetery which is associated with the third
Congregational Meeting House of 1830 (MHC #801) (Deyo 1890: 733)

Two other cemeteries were laid out within the origina Eagtham territory. The Orleans Old Burying
Ground was laid out in 171819 when Eastham's South Parish was edtablished, and the South Parish
Congregationa Meseting House constmcted. Similarly, the Wdllfleet Old Burying Ground was after
Eastham's North Precinct was established in 1723, and the North Precinct Congregationd M eeting house
was constmcted.

Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries

The 19* and 20* century history of the Cove Burying Ground, constituting a secondary period of
significance, illugtrates the growth of antiquarian and presarvation interests that arose with the nationa
centennia of 1876. Thisfrend wes first sen a the Cove Burying Ground in 1876 when descendents
erected a memoria to members of the Sparrow family (stone #25), and located it adjacent to the 1706/7
grave of Capt. Jonathan Sparrow. The antiquarian intent of thiseffort isdear in the inscription which reeds

in part:

"In memory of these early settlersof our country we their descendants have erected
thistablet inthis centennid year of our American indegpendence AD 1876"

Later familial tributes included a memorial to Deacon John Doane (c. 1590-1685; stone #ID placed 1907),
one of Eastham's founders, that was dedicated by the Doane Family Association on August 221, 1907.
Similarly, the Association of Descendants of Raph Smith erected amonument to Raph Smith (1610-1685:
gone #RS placed 1946), a founder of the Town Hingham, an early sattlers of Eastham, and a"pioneer of
distinction." Three other stones, erected by descendants in 1966, memoaridize Mayflower passangers
Congtance Hopkins Show (1605-1677; dtone #CS), Giles Hopkins (1607-1690; stone #GH), and Lieut.
Josph Rogers (1607-1678; done#JR).

Both the Cove Burial Ground and Bridge Road Cemetery have been surveyed severd times. Theformer
was first studied c. 1876 by Josgph Paine of Harwich,  Both were surveyed by Stanley W. Smith, Edward

(continued)
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M.Whorf and John W. Willard in November 1904 and May 1905, by Kendm Collins of Eagtham in 1975
76, and by Fannin/Lehner of Concord in 1997. The latter two surveys focused on conditions and necessary

repairs.
Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potentia to further document one of the few

surviving components of Eastham's or Nauset's initial settlement and first medtinghouse center. Thee
resources have the potentia to provide socid, cultural and economic information relating to the individuals,
families and religious groups that mede that initial settlement possible. Additional documentary reseerch

combined with archaeologicad survey and testing within and around the current boundary of the cemeatery

can identify the full range of graves present a the Cove Burying ground. Unmarked graves are probably

present and the current pattem of grave sones may not, in every ingance, represent their actua placement.

While the burying ground was laid out in ca 1640, no actud 17* century graves have bean identified.

Only a very smal minority of those who died in 17* century outposts like Cgpe Cod gppeer to have been

commemorated by gravestones. Only eight 17* century gravestones have been identified on the entire
Capewith none reported in Eastham.  Vital records indicate that substantiad numbers of people died in 17*

century Eastham, and most were probably buried a the Cove Burying Ground. None of these graves ae
marked by gravestones. Period stones representing some of these deeths were erected as commemoraive
gones by descendants of individuals after the desths  Archaeologica ressarch can help identify these
graves as well as later unmarked graves resuhing from stolen, dameaged, and overgrown stones.  Eighteenth

century unmarked graves may dso be present representing paupers, shipwreck victims and other unknown

persons.  Archaeologica ressarch can dso help test the accuracy of family groupings in the cemetery.

These groups may have been identified in the lae 19th or 20* century. Documentary research and

archaeologica testing can do test the extent to which the granite posts and iron rail fence on the north,

south and west Sdes of the cemetery represent the actud boundaries of the burial ground. These bounds
may have been erected inthe 18* or 19* centuries long after the first buriads, most of which were probably
not marked with sone markers, were made. Some burias, possibly those of unknown persons, paupers, or

other indigent persons, may have intentionaly been buried outsde the actua buriad ground boundary.

Artifact disfributionsmay dso be present associated with funerary or memoria sarvices for specific
individuas a their time of desth or individuasand groupings of individuas (possibly the entire buria

ground) at later dates.

Much of the aiove information can be obtained through unobtmsive archaeologica research. That is,
information can be obtained by mapping artifact concentrations and the locations of features such as grave
shafts and post molds without disturbing actuad skeleta remains. Socid, culturd and economic
information relating to the 17* and 18* century Easham settlement can be obtained in this manner,
however, more detailed studies can be implemented through the actud excavation of burids and their
andysis. Osteological studies of individuas interred a the buria ground have the potential to offer a
wedth of information relating to the overall physicad gppearance of the town's first settlers, their
occupations, nutrition, pathologies and cause of desth. This information can dso be usad to determine the
actud number of individuals interred a the buria ground. The overall context of the grave, including
material culture remans can provide information on burial practices, reigious beliefs, economic status,
family structure and numerous other topics relating to the individual, the overdl sattlement and, the
Congregationd society. Information may dso be present indicating the extent to which the geographica
isolation of the Eastham sattlement providedfreedomf romthe more orthodox socio-religiousbeliefs of the
Plymouth and Massachusatts Bay settlements.

(end)

102"1$



NPS Fom. 10-900< OUB Appml  No. 102*-001$

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Cove Burying Ground

Section number ' Page — Eastham (Barnstable), MA

9. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES: COVE BURYING GROUND

Commonwed Collaborative, Inc. Final Report, Eastham Comprehensve Community Survey Project:
Survey Forms. Massachusetts Historical Commission and Town of Eastham. 9/1995

Deyo, Smeon L. History of Barnstable County, Mass. New Y ork: H.W. Blake Co., 1890

Eastham Historical Society. CoveBurying Ground (1660-1770) and Bridge Road Cametery (1754-1886)
Survey. Eastham Historical Society Archives, 1976.

Eastham, Town of Records of the Town of Eastham. Buria Records 1894-99, Birth, Marriage, Degth
Records  1744-1849, 1836-1899.

Fannin, Minxie and Janes Gravestone Conservation Asssssment: Cove Burying Ground and Bridge Road
Camday, Eagtham, Massachusetts  1997-98.

Freeman, Frederick. The History of Cape Cod, Vd. |, The Annds of Barnstable County and of its Severd
Towns V. || The Annds of the Thirteen Towns of Barnstable County. Y armouthport: Pamessus Imprints
1965 reprint of 1858-62 original.

Freeman, Rev.James A Description of History of Eastham in the County of Barnstable, September, 1802
Massachusdtts Historical Society Collections. |, vol. 8: 154-186.

George, DianaHume and Malcohn A. Nelson. Epitaph and Icon: A Field Guideto the Old Burying
Grounds of Cgpe Cod, Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket. Orleans. Pamessus Imprints, 1983.

Lowe, Alice Alberta. Nausat on Cape Cod: A History of Eastham. Eastham Historical Society, 1968.

Paine, Josah. Founder's Day Edition, August 26, 1916 of the Early Settlers of Eastham. Containing
Sketchesof the Early Settlers of Eastham. Books| and 2. Yarmouth: G.W. Swift, 1916.

Prat, Enoch. A Comprehensve History, Ecclesiastical and Civil of Eastham, Wdlfleet and Orleans,
County of Barnstable, Mass From 1644-1844. Y armouth, 1844.

Trayser, Donald G. Eagtham, Massachusetts  1651-1951: Eastham's Three Centuries. Eastham
Tercentenary Committeg, 1951.

Maps, Plans, Atlases

Map of the Town of Eastham. Josiah Rogers, Elijah Knowles, and Smeon Kinsman, 1794.
Plan of the Town of Eagtham. John G. Hdes, 1831.

Map of Barngtable, Dukes and Nantucket Counties. Henry F. Walling, 1858.
MXas of Barnstable County. George H. Waker & Co., 1830.

Atlas of Barnstable County. Waker Lithograph & Publishing Co., 1908,

(end)



Cove Burying Ground Bamstable.MA
Name of Property County, State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 1 acre

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 419310 4629060 3.
Zone Basting Northing Zone Easting Northing
4.
Zone Easting Northing Z6ne Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Candace Jenkins. Preservation consultant, with Betsy Friedb)erg. NR Director. MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission .date  April 1999
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard . tdgohane  617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this Kem at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Eastham
street & number 2500 State Highway . tdephone

city or town Eastham state MA . Zip code_ 02642

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of tHistoric Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



MPS fom 10-900-* OUB Afipmtl  No. 1024-001$
(Ms)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Cove Burying Ground
Section number Page ' Eastham (Barnstable), MA

10. GEOGRAPHIC DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries are confinedto a cemetery lot which is Eastham Assessors Map ot #18/028, marked on
atached assessors map.  Nickerson & Berger Engineers, Orleans, 1975 updated through 1997.

Boundary Justification

The current lot reflects the historic extent of the property.
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April 5, 1999

The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

Ms Caad Shull

Nationd Regige of Higoric Haoes
Depatmeant of the Interior

Nationd Pak Savice

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400
1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

Endossd plesse fmd the following nomination for:

Cove Burying Ground, Ste Highway #6, Esghem (Bamdiable Co.),

Massedhusdts

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the Siate Review Board and hes bean sgned by the
Sate Higtoric Presarvation Officer. The ownars of property in the Certified Locd Govemment

community of Eagham were notified of pending Sate Review Board condderation 60-120 days
before the medting.

T

Betsy Friedberg, Nationd Regger Director
M assechusatts Historicd Commisson

George Abbatt, Chair, Esghem Higtoricad Commisson, CLG
Candece Janking Presarvaion Conaultant

Thomes Newton, Chair, Essham Board of Sdedmen

S e Leven, Esgham Town Hane

Saeh Korjeff, Cgoe Cod Commisson

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470

Fax: (617) 727-5128 - TDD: 1-800-392-6090
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



