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Location, Size and Shape (from an old abstract):
"One eighth acre, in the SW corner of that part of the west half of the 
SW quarter of section 31, township 72, North range 12, West of the 
fifth PM, Wapello County, Iowa; lying North of the right of way of the 
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad; so as to include the graves 
of General Joseph M. Street and other members of his family, with 
that of the Indian Chief Wapello, described as beginning at a stone 
standing a little North-East from the Grave of General Street, about 
two rods East, of the East or NorthEast corner of the lot as now 
fenced; thence in a Southwesterly direction, with the fence, six rods 
to a stone; thence Northwest, with the fence, six rods; and two thirds 
rods; thence Northeast, parallel with the fence, six rods; thence 
Southeasterly six and two thirds rods to the beginning."

Present Description of Location:
The MemoriarSite is about one-eighth of an acre located less than one 
mile East and South of the town of Agency. The double tracks of the 
Burlington Northern Railroad determines the boundary of the south 
side; a gravel road runs along the Southwest side; and the Harold 
McDowell farmland Northeast and Northwest sides.

Contents of the/Park (refer to sketch of the park):
1. Gravesite of General Joseph M, Street (vault-like, horizontal 

stone monument, erected above the grave) and other members of 
his family: his wife, Eliza Street (horizontal monument); Lucy 
Elizabeth-Infant (small obelisk); Lucy Frances, wife of Major 
John Beach and daughter of General Street (vertical stone with 
round ornament on top); and two smaller stones for infants "John 
Beach" and "Horace Pearce", sons of Alexander and Amelia F. Street.

2. Chief WapeTlo's gravesite (vault-Tike horizontal stone monument) 
.is included with the above mentioned gravesite, all of which are 
surrounded by a wooden, high picket fence.

3. A stainless steel marker toward the center of the park to draw 
attention to the Park.

4. A stone memorial Southeast of the gravesite, on which is read: 
"This stone marks the site of the Agency House which stood about 
fifty yards East. Agency House was built by General Joseph M. 
Street in 1839 for use of the Indian Agency. Placed by Elizabeth 
Ross Chapter of D.A.R., September 17, 1946."

5. A stone memorial Southwest of the gravesite, on which is read: 
"IN MEMORIAM. The site of the signing of the treaty, October 11, 
1842, for the purchase of Iowa from the Sac and Fox Indians...The 
first Christian service in interior Iowa, held in A.D. 1838, by a 
Methodist Circuit Rider, Reverend Thomas M. Kirkpatrick, in the 
wigwam of Chief Wapello, located on a knoll about 1/4 mile north­ 
west of this place. The influence of the church in community 
development has been inestimable. God gave the increase--! 
Corinthians 3:6. This plaque erected by the Methodist Church, 
Agency, Iowa."
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iTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This Iowa park commemorates certain past actions associated with 
white-Indian relations during the early 1840's. Its significance 
derives from being:
1. The precise location of the October negotiations that culminated 

in the 1842 Treaty by which theKSauk and Fox tribes reluctantly 
ceded to the U. S. Government the remainder of their holdings in 
Iowa. A stone marker indicates the spot where the signing 
occurred.

2. The exact site of the Sauk and Fox Indian Agency, built in 1838-39.
3. The general location of the Fox Indian encampment led by Chief 

Wapello.
4. The grayesite^of Indian agent General Street along with others of 

his family and of Chief Wapello. whose request to be buried beside 
his good friend, General Street, was honored upon his death in 1842,

5. The area of the first Christian service in the interior of Iowa 
(indicated by a stone memorial marker) held in the wigwam of Chief 
Wapello by a Methodist Circuit Rider, Reverend Thomas Kirkpatrick 
in 1838.

The thirteen year period of Sauk and Fox tenure in Iowa ended in 1846 
when the provisions of the 1842 Treaty demanded their removal beyond 
the Missouri River. This interlude in Iowa represented a final phase 
in their rapid decline that followed the Indian 1832 defeat in the 
Black Hawk War.

the defeat of resisting elements within these tribes, their holdings 
in eastern Iowa were ceded in 1832. Moving on into Iowa's interior 
when white population pressures compelled another land cession in 1837, 
by 1842 the tribes of the Sauk and Fox Nation relinquished their remain­ 
ing ten million acres of Iowa land. With the way now open for the final 
white settlement of Iowa, the tribes moved to western Iowa temporarily 
and in the fall of 1845 journeyed on to the headwaters of the Osage 
River in Kansas.

Joseph Street, an old acquaintance of the Sauks and Foxes, served them 
faithfully as agent from 1834 until his death in 1840. His son-in-law,



"Treaty With The Sauk and Foxes" October 11, 1842
"Indian Agency in Wapello County" by Major John Beach, Agent (Found in 
Chapter III of History of Wapello County, Iowa, by Waterman)

William T. Hagan, The Sac and Fox Indians (Norman: University of Oklahoma 
s Press, 1958)
Wendell H. Oswalt, This Land Was Theirs (second edition; New York: John 

Wiley and Sons, 1973), pp. 215-62
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6. To the South of the gravesite are large cement letters, spelling: 

"CHIEF WAPELLO".
7. Several trees and shrubs are included within the park. A farm 

fence surrounds it on three sides.
The property described has not been moved or altered from its original 
position. The Agency House, built for General Street, was torn down in 
1912, and its location is about 50 yards beyond the limits of the present 
park. It is hope that the park may be extended to include the excavated 
foundations of the house.

Future Development:
If possible, it is hoped by some that the following future improvements 
can be made:
1. Restore the deteriorating stone monuments of the gravesite 

(especially Chief Wapello's grave).
2. Because of recurrent vandalism & deterioration due to exposure 

to the elements, it seems wise to erect a protecting roof over the 
entire gravesite, completely surrounded by a hurricane {woven wire) 
fence that extends from the ground to the roof. Also, fill and 
decorate the ground upon which the gravesite monuments stands.

3. Seek an enlargement of the park to include the site of the old 
Agency House, with perhaps the future dream of rebuilding the 
Agency House for a County Museum.

4. Erect a sturdy fence around the boundaries of the park.
5. Plant trees and shrubs and flowering spots in the park.
6. Erect better parking, walkway facilities, night lighting and 

perhaps a few benches for resting (not picnicing).

7. Erect signs to identify the park, with information about its unique 
history.

We believe that the Chief Wapello's Memorial Park is of unique historical 
significance, and is worthy of much more care, improvement and promotion 
than it has received. It should be recognized as one of the major sites 
of the state of Iowa.

NOTE: When the CB&Q Railroad requested an easement through the old Agency 
property belonging to the Street family, an agreement was made to 
grant right-of-way if the Railroad company would continue the 
maintenance and repair of the park. This, they have done, along 
with installing the stainless steel spire-shaped marker. However, 
it is hoped that greater improvements can be made with the coopera­ 
tion of all involved.

GPO 921-724
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a retired army officer named John Beach, pursued a similar sympathetic 
approach. The Street family did well by the 1842 negotiations. The 
appreciative Indians presented the General's widow with a section of 
land on the Indian Agency surrounding the grave of her husband. Per­ 
haps remembering Black Hawk's fate, whose bones had been stolen from 
his grave within a year of his death in 1838, the Indians insisted 
that their former chief Wapello continue to rest in his grave near 
General Street, whom he had admired.

The present park comprises what was the garden area of the old Agency. 
This site contributes to a fuller appreciation of Iowa's early period 
of settlement and the course of Indian-white relations in general. On 
the one hand it indicates the deep enduring social consequences that 
accompanied white settlement, even upon particular Indians that were 
generally very friendly to the whites. On the other hand, as a 
reminder of the friendship that existed between General Street and 
Chief Wapello, the site refreshingly commemorates the spirit of 
accommodation and mutual tolerance that occasionally penetrated this 
sad history of conflict and despair.

GP 0 921-724
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Russell G. Ney, Pioneering on Iowa Prairies (published by the Methodist 
Church), pp. 8-71

Harrison L. Waterman, ed., History of Wapello County, Iowa (S. J. Clarke 
Publishing Company, 1914), pp. 19-21, 23-40, 49-54.

Messages by Governor John Chambers
"Second Annual Message - December 7, ,1842" (pages 262-268) 
"Third Annual Message - December 4, 1843" (pages 269-277) 
"To Prevent Trespassing Upon Certain Lands" - May 11, 1842 (page 307) 
(Found in Messages and Proclamations of the Governors of Iowa, 
Compiled and edited by Benjamin F. Shambaugh, pages 261-277, 307. 
The State Historical Society of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa 1903)

Iowa Biographical Series — John Chambers, by John Carl Parish, The 
State Historical Society of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa 1909. Chapter XIV, 
"Indian Affairs", pp. 162-186.

History of Wapello County, Iowa and Representative Citizens, Edited by 
Captain S. B. Evans, Biographical Publishing Company, Chicago, 1901. 
pp. 31-24

Wapello Chief, A Tale of Iowa, by Francis Roy Moore. The Torch Press, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 1938. pages 1-48

The Palimpsest, Volume X, Edited by John Ely Briggs. The State Historical 
Society of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa 1929. Page 161-180. "Indian Affairs" 
"Making the Treaty of 1842"

Annals of Iowa, Third Series. Historical Department of Iowa, Des Moines. 
Volume 2, pages 100, 104-105, 636-638 
Volume 6, pages 90-91, 375

UNPUBLISHED ARTICLES IN THE OTTUMWA, IOWA LIBRARY

"Essays on Wapello County", sponsored by Elizabeth Ross Chapter D.A.R. 
Copy 1 - pages 13, 14 
Copy 7 - pages 1, 2, 6, 15-16, 17-19

"Wapello County" (scrapbook of news clippings and pictures) 
AUDIO/VISUALS
"Tell It Like It Was" by the Confirmation Class of Agency United Methodist 
Church, 1973. A slide/tape presentation of the History of Agency and 
its Church.

NOTE: This is not an exhaustive list of resources. The background and
significance of the Chief Wapello Memorial Park is well documented.
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