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CONDITION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Royalston CoiniDn Historic District is located aromd a triangular shaped coimDn, 
^ i c h is bounded by Main Street on the east and a small unnamed residential road on the 
north and west. Thirty-fom: buildings conpose the historic district: twenty-eight 
private residences, four public buildings and two large bams. The district is sur­
rounded by an untouched rural landscape of fields, woods, h i l l s and valleys. 

The residences in the district, with the exception of three houses - "White Heather" 
c. 1900, Waters hovise c. 1900 and a Queen Anne style house on Northeast Fitzwilliam 
Street c. 1890 - were a l l built before or d-uring the mid 1800's. They vary in style 
from Federal to Greek Revival, but have many unifying characteristics. Some of the 
cotrnion details include: two-story wood frame construction; clapboard siding, painted 
^A^iite; symnetrical facades, freqxiently of five bays; small paned windows, graced with 
fluted shutters; and large doors with fan and side lights. Several outstanding and 
representative residences in the historic district include the following: 

The Biillock Mansion (#21) a large two-story Federal duelling, stands on the west side 
of the coniiDn. I t was built in 1807 incorporating a small 1769 ho\Jse, which was used 
for the kitchen. A two-story e l l extends from the north side of the house. This 
e l l was originally a store with a curved ceiling ballroom on the second floor. The 
facade of the house is syimetrical, with five bays. A fine classical portico shelters 
the door vhldh. is surrounded by fan and side l i ^ t s . The house is adorned with an 
elaborate Gothic Revival style balijstrade, a late nineteenth century addition. 

. The Coltmns (#10), built in 1838, is a Greek Revival tetiple form house. I t is located 
just off the corniDn, vfcere Main Street intersects with Route 68. The two and one-
half story, vMte clapboard house is dominated by a large Doric tetrastyle portico. 
The portico protects the five bay, central entrance facade. 

The Adans Bijrr House (#14), located on Main Street north of the coimDn, was built in 
1855"̂  This two and one-half story house, with a medium pitch ridge roof, esdiibits 
many Greek Revival details. A sinple comice carries across the gable ends of the 
hovise, forming pediments. The ̂ i t e clapboard, five bay facade has a central entrance. 
Its small entrance porch is stick style. A two-story e l l extends from the north side 
of the house. 

The small Greek Revival cottage (#2), biailt in 1850, is typical of the hovses which 
line Main Street in the south end of the historic district. I t is a two-story 
side aisle house, gable end to the street, with a recessed entrance. The doorway 
is framed by side and transom lights. A sinple comice defines the pediment and pilas­
ters grace the comers. 

The p\±>lic buildings within the district include the First Congregational Church, the 
Town Hall, the Library and the Old School House. Unlike the private residences in the 
historic district, the pvblic buildings vary markedly in their date of construction, 
type of building material and architectural style. However, their variation does not 
detract from the mity of the historic district. 

The First Congregational Church (#19) designed by local architect Chauncey Chase and 
bti i l t in 1851, is a Greek Revival style meetinghouse. Located on the east side of the 
conrnon, i t is a one-story structure, with a pedimented portico. The portico, vhich 

continued 
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shelters three recessed round-arched doors, is supported by two Doric colunns and two 
sqvjare pilasters where the portico adjoins the main bmlding. A sinple entablature 
encircles the building; square pilasters define the comers. The square base of the 
steeple rises from the front of the main structure of the building and houses the 
clock. A round-arched belfry rests directly upon the base and is topped with an 
octagonal spire. 

The Town Hall (#18) is a vemacular Second Enpire btiilding, erected in 1867. It 
stands on the east side of the comnon. The two and one-half story, vhite clapboard 
structure supports a steep mansard roof. The facade of the building is cooposed of 
three main bays, with a rusticated first story and bracketed eaves. A heavy bracketed 
canopy hangs over the central entrance. The biiilding is topped with an octagonal 
cupola. 

The Old School House (#13), constructed in 1835, stands at the intersection \̂ here 
Main Street neets the Athol Road. I t is a two and one-half story, vhite 
clapboard building. A central entrance, capped with a dentilated comice, and three 
bays make up the facade of the school. A fine modillioned comice forms the pedi­
ment. A two stage sqviare tower and octagonal belfry rise from the roof. 

The Public Library (,#22) the only brick building in the district, was erected in 
1911. I t is a sinple Greek Revival structure of one story, located on the east side 
of the coimon. The facade of the library is conposed of three bays, two round-arched 
windows and a projecting, pedimented portico. The doorway is recessed and framed by 
two Ionic columns. A brownstone entablature, with a modillioned comice encircles 
the library. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Royalston Common Historic District is significant for i t s architecture and it s 
conmunity planning. I t is an outstanding exanple of a nineteenth century New England 
cctimon, retaining i t s 1850's shape and fine buildings. 

Toward the middle of the eighteenth century, Worcester Comty auctioned off unsettled 
areas to proprietors \*io woxiLd be responsible for their settlement. In 1752, a group 
of Bostonians bought 28,357 acres and were required to lay out a coniim, and'"to 
btjild a meetin^ouse, training f i e l d and burying ground." Settlement around the 
comtiiDn progressed slowly until about 1800, when a new meetinghouse, several houses 
and general stores were erected. By this time, Royalston had become the marketplace 
for the surrounding towns and farms. The role of a marketplace for Royalston, 
however, was short lived and by the mid-nineteenth century the ccranon had assumed 
its current residential character. Prosperous mill owners fxom South Royalston built 
elegant houses and several dignified public buildings around the connon between 1830 
and 1860. I t is largely these buildings that line the comiDn today and give i t i t s 
triangular shape. 

Eighteenth and nineteenth century New England town planning was based largely on the 
concept of a centrally located comnon. Royalston cormm is a particularly fine exanple 

^ y ^ , ^ comnon. The size of the town, i t s untouched rural setting and the location 
of the buildings around the comnon, illustrate well the form and character of this 
iiineteenth century town plan. 

•ae architectural significance of the Royalston Conncn Historic District is derived 
iron the age and unity of the buildings. The buildings, with five exceptions, were 
buxlt in the early nineteenth century and have a purity of architectural style They 
include Federal and Greek Revival buildings, spanning a period of about one hundred 
ana_fifty years. The vemacular transition of styles found in these buildings provides 
an informative record of rural architectural development. 
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The town of Royalston has no o f f i c i a l property boundaries. 
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O F F I C E O F T H E A S S E S S O R S 
T O W N O F R O Y A L S T O N , M A S S A C H U S E T T S 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington S t r e e t 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

A t t e n t i o n : Mr. Joseph R. Orfan t 

Dear S i r : 

Page 1 o f 2 

RECEn/ED 
rtB -̂ 4 1977 ' 

Your i n q u i r y t o Mr. Alan B. Thayer has been 
me f o r r e p l y and I s h a l l proceed t o i d e n t i f y the p r o p e r t i e s 
l o c a t e d w i t h i n the H i s t o r i c a l D i s t r i c t of Royalston. Previous 
to which I ' l l make comment about the l o c a t i o n of some of the 
b u i l d i n g s . 

The Adams-Burr House #15 i s west of the common; Greek 
Revival House #2 i s i n the n o r t h end of d i s t r i c t . The church,. 
#19, i s a two s t o r y b u i l d i n g on the west side of common. The 
Town H a l l #18 i s also on the west side^ l i k e w i s e the L i b r a r y 
#22. 

Using the map and l i s t i d e n t i f y i n g b u i l d i n g s by numbers 
I ' l l give'you the names of the owners, as of January 1, 1977, 
w i t h t h e i r c u r r e n t addresses, as requested. 

#r. 

#3. 

#^ 

#6 

m 
#8, 

Mr. & Mrs. James M. Barclay #2. 
Royalston 
Mass. 01368 

N a t a l i e S. Wells 
Royalston 
Mass. 01368 

Josephine E. Waters 
Royalston 
Mass. 01368 

17, 20 and 21 
Royalston Academy, I n c . 
c/o Katherine S. B. Cole 
1148 F i f t h Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10028 

#12. Harold L. Newton 
Royalston 
Mass. 01368 

#15. Katherine S. B. Cole 
1148 F i f t h Avenue 10028 
New York, N. Y. xaaSZS 

#13. Royalston H i s t o r i c a l Soc, 
c/o Pauline C. Smith 
Royalston, Mass. 01368 

#4. 

#7 

#9, 

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon E. P o i r i e r 
Royalston 
Mass. 01368 

Mr. & Mrs-. Charles A. Bosco 
Royalston 
Mass. 01368 

Mr. & Mrs. Jay C. Richardson 
Royalston 
Mass. 01368 

10, 11 and 16 
C a l v i n B u l l o c k Estate 
c/o Hugh Bullock 
1 Wall S t r e e t 
New York, N. Y. 

#14. F i r s t Congregational Church 
c/o Barney A. Stearns, Trustee 
S.- R. Rd., Royalston 
A t h o l , Mass. 01331 

#18. Town H a l l , Royalston 
c/o Selectmen 
Royalston, Mass. 01368 

#19. Same as #14 

Continued 
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#22 Phineas S. Newton L i b r a r y 
c/o Harold L. Newton 
Royalston, Mass. 01368 

#2.4 L i l l i s W. Bowers 
Royalston 
Mass. 01358 

#26 Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. 
Kymalainen 

Royalston, Mass. 01368 

#28 Humphrey L. Nash J r . 
Royalston 
Mass. 01368 

#30.Mr. & Mrs. L e s l i e G. 
MacManus 

Royalston, Mass. 01368 

#32 Mrs. E l s i e Vangel / 
c/o George P. Theodore 
Royalston, Mass. 01368 

#2 3 Mr. & Mrs. John F. Spaulding 
59 Tower Road 
Hingham, Mass. 02403 

#25. Dwight K. Stowell D. D. S. 
Royalston 
Mass. 01368 

#27. John Nash e t a l 
c/o John Nash I I 
12 West Park Road 
Iowa C i t y , Iowa 52240 

#29. J u l i a M. Johnson 
-'' Royalston 

Mass. 01368 

#31 Mr. & Mrs. John L. 
Royalston 
Massachusetts 01368 

Poor 

#33 & 34 
Estate of E l s i e B. Jewett 
c/o Fay Jewett 
Royalston, Mass. 01368 

Hope t h a t t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l be h e l p f u l i n keeping 
our g r e a t town on the map. Should t h e r e be other questions 
by your o f f i c e please get i n touch w i t h me. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

Barn^- A. Stearns, Clerk 
S. R. Rd., Royalston 
A t h o l , Masso 01331 
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