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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED -XUNALTERED JAORIGINAL SITE
X_GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE_
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Royal ston QiniDhHistoric District islocatedarond atriangular shaped coi nin,
Mch 1sbounded by Main Street on the east and a smal |l unnaned residential road on the
north and west. Thirty-fom buildings conpose the historic district: twenty-eight
private residences, four publicbuildings andtwo |arge bans. The district is sur-
rounded by an untouched rural |andscape of fields, woods, hills and valleys.

The residences inthe district, withthe exception of three houses - "Wiite Heat her"
c. 1900, Véters hovisec. 1900 and a Queen Anne styl e house on Northeast Fitzwilliam
Street ¢. 1890 - were all built before or d-uring the md 1800's. They vary in stKI e
fromFederal to Geek Revival, but have nany unifying characteristics. Soneof the
cotrnion details include: two-story wood franme construction; clapboard siding, painted
Miite; symetrical facades, fregxiently of five bays; small paned w ndows, graced with
fluted shutters; andlarge doors with fan andside |ights. Several outstandingand
representative residences inthe historic district include the follow ng:

The Biillock Mansion (#21) alarge two-story Federal duelling, stands on the west side

of the coniiDn. It was built in 1807 i ncorPorati ng a small 1769 ho\Jse, whi ch was used
for the kitchen. Atwo-story e/l extends fromthe north side of the house. This

ell was originally astorew th acurved ceiling ballroomon the second floor. The
facade of the house is syimetrical, withfive bays. Afine classical porticoshelters
the door vhidh. i s surrounded by fan andside |i*ts. Thehouse is adornedwith an

el aborate Gothic Revival style balijstrade, alate nineteenth century addition.

. The Col trms (#10), built in 1838 is a@eek Revival tetiple formhouse. | tislocated
Lust of f the corniDn, vfcere Main Street intersects with Route 68. The two and one-
alf story, vM e clapboard house i s domnated by alarge Doric tetrastyle portico.

The portico protects the five bay, central entrance facade.

The Adans Bijrr House (#14), located on Main Street north of the coinih, was bhuilt in
185'7 This two andone-half story house, with anedi umpitch ridge roof, esdiibits
nany G eek Revival details. Asinplecomce carries across the gable ends of the
hovise, formng pedinments. The”ite clapboard, five bay facade has a central entrance.
Ifts ﬁrmkl\l entrance porch i s stick style. Atwo-story ell extends fromthe north side
of the house.

The small Geek Revival cottage (#2), hiailt in 1850, is typical of the hovses which
line Main Street i nthe south endof the historic district. | tisatw-story

side aisle house, gable endto the street, with arecessed entrance. The doorway

Is framed by side andtransomlights. Asinplecom ce defines the pedinent and pilas-
ters grace the comers.

The p2ic buildings within the district include the First Congregational Church, the
Town Hal |, the Library andthe Ad School House. Unlike the private residences inthe
historic district, the pvblic buildings vary markedly i ntheir date of construction,
type of building material andarchitectural style. However, their variation does not
detract fromthe mity of the historic district.

The First Congregational Church (#19) designed by local architect Chauncey Chase and
btiilt in 1851, i s a@eek Revival style nmeetinghouse. Located on the east side of the
conrnon, it is aone-story structure, with a pedinmented portico. The portico, vhich

cont i nued
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shelters three recessed round-arched doors, is supported by tw Doric colunns and two
sqvjare pilasters where the portico adjoins the mainbm ding. Asinple entablature
encircles the building; square pilasters define the comers. The square base of the
steeple rises fromthe front of the main structure of the building and houses t he
clock. Around-arched bel fry rests directly upon the base andis toppedw th an
octagonal spire.

The Town Hal | (#18) is avemacul ar Second Enpire btiilding, erected in1867.
stands onthe east side of the common. The two and one-half story, vhite cl
structure supports a steep mansard roof. The facade of the buil ding is coo
three main bays, with arusticated first story and bracketed eaves. Ahe
canopy hangs over the central entrance. The biiilding is toppedw th an
cupola.

The dd School House (#13), constructed in 1835 stands at the intersection\*here
Main Street neets the Athol Road. [tis atwoandone-half story, vhite

cl apboard bui | di n?. A central entrance, cappedwith a dentilated com ce, andthree
bays nake up the facade of the school. A finemodillioned com ce forns the pedi-
ment. A twostage squiare tower and octagonal belfry rise fromthe roof.

The Public Library (,#2) the only brick building inthe district, was erected in
1911, Itis asinple Geek Revival structure of onestory, located onthe east side
of the coinon. The facade of the [ibrary is co_?ﬁosed of three bays, tw round-arched
w ndows and a projecting, pedimented portico. e doorway is recessed and franed by
t\ao Ilort;ic colums. A brownstone entablature, with anmodillioned com ce encircles
the library.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Royal ston Cnmon Historic District issignificant for its architecture andits
conmuni ty planning. | tis anoutstanding exanpl e of anineteenth century New Engl and

cctinon, retaining its 1850's shape and finebuil dings.

Toward the mddle of the eighteenth cent u_r%, VWrcester Conty auctioned of f unsettled
areas to proprietors \*io woxiLd be responsible for their settlement. |n 1752, agroup
of Bostoni ans bought 28,357 acres and were required to [ay out aconiim and "to
btjild anmeetin®ouse, trai mnP field and burying ground.” Settlement around the
contiii Dh proPressed slowy until about 1800, when a new neetinghouse, several houses
and general stores were erected. By this time, Royalston had becone the nmarketpl ace
for the surrounding towns and farms. Therole of amarketplace for Royal ston,
however, was short |ived and by the md-nineteenth century the ccranon had assuned
its current residential character. ProsFerous. m |l owners fxomSouth Royal ston built
el egant houses and several dignified public buildings around the connon between 1830
and 1860. I tis largely these buildingsthat line the comDn today andgive itits

triangul ar shape.

Eighteenth and nineteenth century NewEngl and town planning was based |argely on the
concept of acentrally located coomon. Royalston cormmis aparticularly fine exanple
AKA'A ~common. The size of the town, its untouched rural setting andthe |ocation
of the buildings around the cormon, illustrate well the formand character of this

Iiineteenth century town plan.

«ae architectural significance of the Royalston Gonncn Historic District is derived
iron the age and unity of the buildings. Thebuildings, withfive excePH ons, were
buxlt inthe earlynineteenth century and have apurity of architectural style The
include Federal and G eek Revival buildings, spanning aperiod of about onehundred
ana_fifty years. The vemacul ar transition of styles found i n these buildings provides
an informativerecord of rural architectural devel opnent.
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hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures setforth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE alLcO? {AN\A LA 'ni CLQ-A-

TITLE TT, DATEyY//9/y"
J-x%ﬁutivfi D.i,yer:tnn Mas.sach'JSet'tgr-~1 Fitnri.cal Commii,sson
FOR NPS USE ‘ONLY

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT'TI-”JIHROPERTY ISINCLUDED INTHE NATIONAL REGISTER

DATE ,
i"lRECTOR. OFFfcEOF ARCHE

GPO 892.4S3



Form No 10-300a
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM

CONTI NUATION SHEET

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ITEM NUMBER

FOR NPS USE ONLY
JUL29 WB
RECEIVED

DATE ENTERED [E: 12 :I%

PAGE

NAMES F PROPERTIES WTHIN THE H STORI C DI STRI CT

©oONOTT~wWNE

NMRORNNNNNNNNNNRRRRRERRERE R
CPJonAWNFOOONOURAWNEO

The Anchor age

G eek Revival Residence
G eek Revival Residence
G eek Revival Residence
Wat er s House

Large barn of wood frame construction

\Whi t e Heat her

O d Store and Post Office
The Bastille

The Col ums

Li ghtening Rods

Federal Style Residence

O d School House

The Parsonage

Adamrs Burr House

Pi er ce- St ow House

Bachel | er - Chase House

Town Hal |

First Congregational Church
Sheds of wood frame construction
Bul l ock Mansion

Public Library

G eek Revival Residence
Federal Style Residence

Bar net Bul |l ock House
Raynond House

Nash House

-34, gtaii Geek Revival Residences
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OFFICE OF THE ASSESSORS

TOWN OF ROYALSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts Page 1 of 2
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Boston.  NaSsachusel(s 02108 RECEN/ED
Attention: M. Joseph R Orfant rnB 4 197

Dear Si r :

Your inquiry to M. Alan B. Thayer has been
ne forreply and | shall proceed to identify the properties

| ocated within the Historical District of Royalston. Previous
to which 'l nmake coment about the location of sone of the
buildings.

The Adams-Burr House #15 i s west of the common; Greek
Revival House #2 i sinthenorth end of district. The church,.
#19, i s a two story building on the west side of common. The
Town Hall #18 i s also on the west side® [ikewise the Library
#22.

Using themp and |list identifying buildings by nunmbers
"Il give'you the nanmes of the owners, as of January 1, 1977,
with their current addresses, as requested.

#r M. & Ms. James M Barclay #2. M. & Ms. CGordon E Poirier

Royal ston Royal ston
Mass. 01368 Mass. 01368

#3. Natalie S Wells #4., M. & Ms-. Charles A Bosco
Royal st on Royal ston
Mass. 01368 Mass. 01368

4~ Josephine E \Waters M. & Ms. Jay C Richardson
Royal st on #7 Royal ston

#6  \mss. 01368 Mass. 01368

m

#g 17, 20 and 21 #9, 10, 11 and 16

' Royal ston Acadeny, | nc. Calvin Bullock Estate
c/o Katherine S B. Cole c/ o Hugh Bullock
1148 Fifth Avenue 1 Wall Street
New York, N Y. 10028 New York, N Y.

#12. Harold L. Newton #14. First Congregational Church
Royal st on c/o Barney A Stearns, Trustee
Mass. 01368 S- R Rd., Royalston

At hol, Mass. 01331

#15. Katherine S B Cole #18. Town Hall, Royalston
1148 Fifth Avenue 10028 c/o Selectmen
New York, N Y. xaaSZS Royal ston, Mass. 01368

#13. Royalston Historical Soc, #19. Sanme as #14
c/o Pauline C Smth
Royal ston, Mass. 01368

Continued



Continuation

Page 2 of 2

#22 Phineas S Newton Library #23 M. & Ms. John F. Spaulding
c/o Harold L. Newton 59 Tower Road
Royal ston, Mass. 01368 Hi ngham Mass. 02403
#.4 Lillis W Bowers #25. Dwight K Stowell D D S
Royal ston Royal ston
Mass. 01358 Mass. 01368
#26 M. & Mrs. Robert C #27. John Nash et al
Kymal ai nen c/o John Nash | |
Royal ston, Mass. 01368 12 West Park Road
lowa City, lowa 52240
#28 Hunphrey L. Nash Jr . #29. Julia M Johnson
Royal ston - Royal ston
Mass. 01368 Mass. 01368
#30. M. & Mrs. Leslie G #31 M. & Mrs. John L. Ppgor
MacManus Royal ston
Royal ston, Mass. 01368 Massachusetts 01368
#32 Mrs. Elsie Vangel / #33 & 34
c/o George P. Theodore Estate of Elsie B Jewett
Royal ston, Mass. 01368 c/o Fay Jewett
Royal ston, Mass. 01368
Hope that this information will be helpful i n keeping
our great town on the nmap. Shoul d there be other questions
by your office please get i ntouch with ne.
Very truly yours,

Barn”- A Stearns, Clerk
S R Rd., Royalston
Athol, Masso 01331
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ENTRI ES | N THE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE INASSACIUJEITYS

Date Entered ~cC U 1376

Name L ocation

Kittredfie Manoloii North Andover

Essex County

~"Royalston Coaaon Historic District Royal st on

Wr cester County

Coolidge, Calvin, House Nor t hanpt on
Hasg) shire County
Train, Samel, House Vést on

M ddl esex County

to

RO Ch; =1 o

S oo ¢y O

Io

csi

Rocks Village Historic District

Al'so Notified

Hon. Edward M Kennedy

Haverhill wvicinity
Essex County

State Historic Preservation Officer

lion. Edward W Brooke Ifrs. Elizabeth R Aaadon

Hon. Paul Tsongas Executive Director, Ilassachuaatts
Bon, Edward P. Bol and Hi storical Goraialsaion

Hon. Silvio 0. Conte 294 Washl nston Street

Bon, Robert F. Drlnaa Bost on, >l asaachusetts 02108

INTI 2960- 75
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