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REGISTER WALTHAM, MA — MRA
Town Waltham, M assachusetts
Address 110 - 112 Crescent Steet

Historic Nane Gil bert Col burn House

Use Present doubl e residence
Original [
DESCRI PTI ON

Dat e c. 1870

Source deed research

Style [talianate

Architect unksown

clapboard

Exterior Wall Fabric

Outbuildings none

Major Alterations (with dates) none -

Condi tion good

M oved no- Date n/a-
Acreage 16,100 sq.  .tt.O* \h'Z
Setting Densely settled residential

area of md/late 19thcentury Walths

House near watch factory

Recorded by Edward W Gordon

Organi zation Wal tham Historical QGonm
Dat e June. 1986

revised C Jenkins 2/88



NATI ONAL REQ STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (i fapplicable)

#110- 112 Crescent Street i s awell-preserved exanple of atype of Italianate
doubl e-house that was built for American Véltham Vétch Gonpany workers during
the 1870's. Thefloral motif, carved inhigh relief, onthe house' s bold,
scrol | -work doorhood bracket, is found onother buildings throughout t he
nei ghbor hood west of Mbody St. It possesses integrity of |ocation, design,

«"setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and strong associations with the.,devel op-

ment ot the South Side by the Véltham Vatch Gonpany. |t neets criteria AandC
of the National Register of Historic Places. n

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE Describe important architectural featuresand
evaluate i nterms of other buildings within the community.

Architecturally, this property is significant as anessentially intact,
doubl e worker's house. Built ca. 1870, this house consists of a 5-bay x 2-bay
main block. | trises 2-stories froma granite foundation t oa broad gable roof.
Its main facade features paired entrances with replacenent doors and deep,
bracketed doorhoods, with bold scroll brackets. Thebrackets exhibit a floral
motif which appears onfront door brackets of c.1860's, 1870's houses throughout
this neighborhood. Flanking these entrances are?2-story, octagonal bays, with
apron panels. In general, windows arefully enframed and cornice headed. This
house' s edges ar edefined by narrow corner-boards. |tsrear ell appears todate
to the main block (c.1870). Unli ke other period houses in the area, thisone
retains original clapboard siding and 2/ 2 w ndow sash.

H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE Explain therole owners played 1 nlocal or state
history and howthebuilding relates tothe devel opment of the community.

\y

This house i s awell-preserved exanple of a type of post-Civil Vér worker's house
found throughout the south side,” but usuallyin analtered state. This house
was built c.1870. On My 4, 1870, Thonas Kirk, of Waltham purchased this
kouse's | ot from the Anerican V@l thamWatch Gonpany for $1,126.16 (see M ddl esex
Deed 1115:425). This deed restricted the property's usage t o domestic purposes
only - the owner could "never erect a building used by a butcher, currier,
tanner, varnish nmaker, ink makertiallow chandler, soap boiler, brewer,
distiller or charcoal burner." MNor could the | ot ever be used for "a |aboratory
or any noi sy, nauseous or offensive trade." This deed further stipulates that
no building could beerected that would "disturb the quiet or confort of the
nei ghborhood." Steamengines, iron foundries, coppersmths, [livery stables,
Ckurches or neeting houses were prohibited fromthe lot. 1Inaddition, any
building erected here hadt obewithin 15 of the street and the corporation was
act bound t oerect a fence. Furthernore, the owner hadt o have been an Anerican
citizen for aleast 20years! |n any event, Thonas Kerke quickly sold t he
property toGilbert Colburn ohl-lay 6, 1870 for $1,447.93. This house was built
for Colburn at sone point ca.l873. The 1871/1872 V&l tham Directory lists
Colburn as "boarding at C Wol ey's Adans Corner Spruce". The house appears on
the 1874 Vel tham nap | abel ed: G Colburn. Nb occupation is listed for Glbert

Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Maps/ At | ases: 1854, 1874, 1886, 1911, 1915
VWl thamDirectories: late 19th c. 8/ 85
M ddl esex Deeds: 1115:425, 1115:427, 3793: 262



HSTCR CAL S (N FCANCE  110-112 Crescent Street, continued

Colburn i nlate 19thc. directories. The house was owned by WIliam Col burn by
1886. H i slisted i nlate 19th/early 20th c. WaAltham Directories as an
enpl oyee of the Amreri can VWl t ham Wat ch Gonpany.
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1970 Atlas, City of Véltham
Conpi | ed by t he Vél t ham
Engi neering Division

Scale: 1 inch = IHJi..
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