FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02108

PHOTO  (3x3" or 3x5", black & white)
staple to left side of form

Photo number

SKETCH MP
Show property's location i n relation
to nearest cross streets and/or
geographical features. Indicate
all buildings between inventoried
property andnearest intersection.
Indicate north.

Recorded by Carole Zellie; ed. Candace JenkinsSetting Central

Organi zation Landscape Research

Date May. 1979 ~1983')
Assessor's Map # 18-215

(Staple additional

AEA F3M ND
46
Roll 19:1A
Town St oneham
Address Central Square

Historic Nane Dow Bl ock

Present Omer: Domnic Errico
Ori gl na] Oamner; NMhgps V)nw

Use: Present M xed retail and commerci al

institu-
tional

Original Comrercial &public
DESCR PTI ON
Dat e 1864
Source  Town history
Style Second Enpire
Architect Unknown
Exterior wall fabric Brick
Qut buil dings  None
Major alterations (with dates) Altered
at first-story shop level, m d20th
century.
Moved No Date NA
Approx. acreage 2.926 so. feet
Square; main commerci al

district

UM Boston North Quad
19 327340 4704920

sheets here)



ARCH TECTURY. S G\ A CANCE %Descri_be inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terns of other buildingswithin the connunity.)

The Dow Bl ock (1864) is the nmost important of the three major mid-late 19th century
comrercial blocks which define Stonehams Central Square; the others are the Chase
Block (42; 1874) andthe Qdd Fellows Building (43, ca. 1870). The Dow Block achieves
this stature through itsearly date, the quality andlIntegrity of its Second Enpire
style design, anditskey locationat the intersectionof Min andCentral Streets.
The brick, rectangular plan structurerises three storiesto apatterned slate roof.
It isarticulated by sandstone quoins, a bracketed comi ce anda slightly projecting
central pavillion. Sash onthe facade is vertically aligned andgrouped in threes;
third story windows are headed by nol ded sandstone lintels while second and third
story wi ndows are separated by Stick Style panels, Theground floor, containing
storefronts, isrelatively intact with original posts'and lintels still in place.

HSTAR CAL S GNHCANCE (Explain the role oMers played inlocal or state history and
how and buildingrelates to the devel opment of the commnity.)

The Dow Block is significant as one of three major md-late 19th century conmerci al
buil dings at the town center. Dating from the 1860s and 1870s, a time of considerable
prosperity in the local shoe industry, all three directly reflect the town's

devel opnment. Additionally, the Dovj Block is significant as a good |ocal exampleof
Second Enpire style comrercial architecture. Thus the DowBl ock nmeets criteria A and
C of the National Register of Historic Places.

The Dow Bl ock was built by an outside Investor from Charlestown in 1864. Cccupying

the apex of the triangle formed by Main, Central, andCentral Square, i twas andis

the nost inposing buildinginthe Square. Nineteenth century use was similar to that
of today, with sone original functions such as space for the Public Library and Post
Office.

Moses Dow, the builder, was the editor of the Waverly Magazi ne and owner of several
i mortant Charlestown buildings, including the Waverly House, a now-razed hotel.

B BL G3PHY and/ or REFERENCES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

Stevens, History of Stoneham

1887 Sanbom Map.
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Name  Stoneham Multiple Resource Area
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS
Nomination/Type  of Review
11. Buswell, Clara, House Entered In the
Nat i onal Register
12. Chanberl ain, Sanuel, House MMM A A
Nati onal Register
13. Cogan, Bernard, House Enteradinthe
Nati onal Register
14. Cogan, James, House Eilterea Ex ~
National  RegloteP
15. Colonial Beacon Gas Sation
stored in the
National Register
16. Cowdrey, George, House N XMV
Jf~tlonal Register
17. Danidls, Blake. Cottage M
national Begister
18. Dean, Slas, House Encerdl in the
Nat i onal Regi ster
19. Dow Bl ock Entaradin tha
NG -rilil Register
20. Durgin, E. A., House ‘ac-u".A la tdia
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WASO Form - 177
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" Jum 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Dow Block (Stoneham MRA)
Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

[U

resubmission

EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Working No

Fed. Reg. Da

Date Due

Action: ACCEPT
Entered In the RETURN

National Register

EH nomination by person or local government .REJECT.
e owner objection Federal Agency:

e appeal

Substantive Review: CH sample [H request im appeal D NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

.technical corrections cited below

.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2.

Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership

Public Acquisition

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible?

7. Description

Condition

excellent || deteriorated
n good I lruins
o fair mi unexposed

Status Present Use
Accessible
* yes no
Check one Check one
unaltered « original site
altered moved date.

Describe ttie present and original (if known) physical appearance

CH
Cu
CH
CH
CH
|

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Checl< and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CH summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity

CH applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource

e context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
CH justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
CH Photographs
» Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date Phone:.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000295



