


NATI GIAL REQ STER (R TER A STATBHEKT {if applicabl e)
e of the best preserved exanples of high style Italianate design
in Wakefield, this house was designed by local architect John
Stevens. | t retains integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association, and meets
Criterion C of the NRHP on the local level.

ARCH TECTARAL SI G\ FI CANCE  Describe iirpartant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings within the community.

This is one of the best-preserved Italianate houses in Wakefield. It

is also one of the highest style exanmples. | tis tw stories in

hei ght and three broad bays wide. | t s gable roof ridge is parallel

to the street, an intersecting gable on the south facade contains a

pair of Italianate arched wi ndows flanked by smaller pair at each side.

First floor windows are full length with 4/4 sash. The door surround

is an eared architrave design with.full length etched glass sidelights

and a transom A one story verandah runs across the south facade. |t

is supported on slender paired colonnettes. Paired brackets ornament
* the eaves and the porch.

HSTCE I CAL SIGN FI CANCE Explain the role cwiers played in local or state history and hew the
building relatesto the devel opment of the connunity.

Chestnut Street was laid out in 1847 between Main Street and North
Avenue. | twas fairly quickly built up judging by the nunber of
Italianate style houses on itsblocks. John Stevens, one of the few
recorded architects working in Wakefield inthe 19th c. was the
architect of this house. Stevens was working in S. Reading between 1847
and at least 1871. Among other buildings, he designed the present Town
Hal | which was originally the High School of 1871 and the Town Hall of
1858 given to the town by Cyrus Wakefield. Nathaniel Dearborn who was
living here in the 1870s was a printer, born in Boston in 1814 who
began working in New York and |ater set up Boston's foremost type
printing establishment. H published the American Textbook of Letters
and in 1846 noved to South Reading where he was active in the
Richardson Light Guard, and was a trustee of the Lakeside Cenetery.

H died in 1891,

The house was for many years owned and occupied by Frank T.Wodbury, a
physician 9n the Board of Health and Ruth Woodbury, Wakefield' s well-
known historian. She is part of a strong tradition in Wakefield begun
by Lilley Eaton and continued by many of his descendants and other
residents who documented and recorded the town's history, its better
known residents, events and buildings.

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES
M ddl esex Registry of Deeds Plan Book 7 Page 30,
Wakefield Historical Society. Vertical Files, Ruth Wodbury
correspondence.
Maps of 1874 (N.S. Dearborn), 1889 (Ms. L.S.Dearborn), 1906 (Lucy S
Dear born).
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