


NATIC»1AL REGISTER CRITERIA STATBHEKT {if applicable) 
One o f the best preserved examples of high s t y l e I t a l i a n a t e design 
i n Wakefield, t h i s house was designed by l o c a l a r c h i t e c t John 
Stevens. I t r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n , and meets 
C r i t e r i o n C of the NRHP on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTORAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe iirpartant architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

This i s one o f the best-preserved I t a l i a n a t e houses i n Wakefield. I t 
i s also one of the highest s t y l e examples. I t i s two s t o r i e s i n 
h e i g h t and three broad bays wide. I t s gable roof r i d g e i s p a r a l l e l 
t o the s t r e e t , an i n t e r s e c t i n g gable on the south facade contains a 
p a i r of I t a l i a n a t e arched windows flanked by smaller p a i r at each side. 
F i r s t f l o o r windows are f u l l l e n gth w i t h 4/4 sash. The door surround 
i s an eared a r c h i t r a v e design w i t h . f u l l length etched glass s i d e l i g h t s 
and a transom. A one s t o r y verandah runs across the south facade. I t 
i s supported on slender paired colonnettes. Paired brackets ornament 

* the eaves and the porch. 

HISTCEIICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and hew the 
building relates to the development of the conmunity. 

Chestnut S t r e e t was l a i d out i n 1847 between Main S t r e e t and North 
Avenue. I t was f a i r l y q u i c k l y b u i l t up judging by the number of 
I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e houses on i t s blocks. John Stevens, one of the few 
recorded a r c h i t e c t s working i n Wakefield i n the 19th c. was the 
a r c h i t e c t o f t h i s house. Stevens was working i n S.Reading between 1847 
and a t l e a s t 1871. Among other b u i l d i n g s , he designed the present Town 
H a l l which was o r i g i n a l l y the High School of 1871 and the Town H a l l of 
1858 given t o the town by Cyrus Wakefield. Nathaniel Dearborn who was 
l i v i n g here i n the 1870s was a p r i n t e r , born i n Boston i n 1814 who 
began working i n New York and l a t e r set up Boston's foremost type 
p r i n t i n g establishment. He published the American Textbook of L e t t e r s 
and i n 1846 moved t o South Reading where he was a c t i v e i n the 
Richardson L i g h t Guard, and was a t r u s t e e of the Lakeside Cemetery. 
He died i n 1891. 
The house was f o r many years owned and occupied by Frank T.Woodbury, a 
p h y s i c i a n 9n the Board of Health and Ruth Woodbury,Wakefield's w e l l -
known h i s t o r i a n . She i s p a r t o f a strong t r a d i t i o n i n Wakefield begun 
by L i l l e y Eaton and continued by many of h i s descendants and other 
r e s i d e n t s who documented and recorded the town's h i s t o r y , i t s b e t t e r 
known r e s i d e n t s , events and b u i l d i n g s . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Middlesex Registry of Deeds Plan Book 7 Page 30, 
Wakefield H i s t o r i c a l Society. V e r t i c a l F i l e s , Ruth Woodbury 
correspondence. 
Maps of 1874 (N.S.Dearborn), 1889 (Mrs. L.S.Dearborn), 1906 (Lucy S. 
Dearborn). 
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