
MONT.CLAIR MRA, MONTCLAIR, ESSEX COUNTY, NJ (Prominent Architects) 7-180
054 NEW J&RSEY OFFICE OF CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

'HISTORIC PRESERVATION SECTION
INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO.Q/]3 928

HISTORIC NAME: "Haskell's Bloomfield Villa 1 
LOCATION: 84 Llewellyn Road

COMMON NAME: Humphreys house 
BLOCK/LOT 1208/11: 50-C/40

MUNICIPALITY: 
USGS QUAD: 
OWNER/ADDRESS:

Montclair COUNTY: Essex
Orange UTM REFERENCES:
Humphreys, Linda & George, Jr. Zone/Northing/Easting
See above

DESCRIPTION

Construction Date: circa 1859 Source of Date: Archival Records

Builder:

Form/Plan Type: Cruxform

Architect: A. J. Davis

Style: Italianate

Number of Stories: 2\ + B

Foundation: Stucco

Exterior Wall Fabric: Asbestos shingle; staggered on turret wall.

Fenestration: 5 bays; 1/1 sash (some paired), 2/2 rear section.

Roof /Chimneys: Gable/ exterior chimney south of central pavillion; interior north wing.

Additional Architectural Description: A 3 story gabled pavillion w/ corner brackets & open 
bracing below roof dominates the structure at center w/ 2^ story wings extending 
north & south, & a rounded turret w/ conical roof & ornamental brackets below at 
rear (east) of central pavilion. Bays 1 & 2 recessed back w/ 1 story polygonal 
bay window projecting north & paired sash below cornice in 1st floor, 1st bay 
window; paired smaller windows in the 2nd bay & paired sash above. Panelled entrance 
door in recessed porch w/ external fanlight & shutters . Bay A below projecting 
pavilion, paired narrow sash in molded arched surround w/ shutters on the 2nd floor 
& smaller triple sash w/ the same details below gable. A 3 bay open porch w/ 
rounded Doric columns & open geometric style balustrade above & below extends 
across the 3 center bays. Two story multi-light enclosed porch w/ flat roof in 
bay 5. A 3-sided bay window w/ cornice & panels between windows projects south. 
Circular open porch w/ floor length windows below turret on the 1st floor.
Alterations/modifieationa:—See "Comments" on reverse aid 

File No. RR-ZI 9Q MiPHOTO Negative File No. f 29 ap (Indicate North)



SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES:

House close 'to -east boundary, circular driveway from Llewellyn Road close 
to west corner. 'Large former carriage house on north-east corner. Lot size* 
111*x 295*. - Less than one acre.

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: Urban d Suburban & Scattered Buildings d 
Open Space d Woodland d Residential C3 Agricultural d Village d 
Industrial d Downtown Commerical d Highway Commercial d Other d

Many of the alterations to the house date from the 19th century; probably during the 
ownership of D. T. Warren. He purchased the house from Samuel Wilde in 1863. Warren 
asked A. J. Davis for alteration plans, but it is believed that Warren probably had 
someone else design the enlargement. Although the house has been enlarged and the 
entire front facade changed, the house still retains many "distinctive original featur 
especially the four-story round tower, with its encircling veranda. "The cantileverec 
eaves, the windows, and the bay window of the south wing are all characteristic of

S

SIGNIFICANCE: the firsc house designed by Alexander Jackson Davis
in Montclair, was built for his friend & business associate, Llewellyn S. Haskell, 
a drug importer from New York. In 1852, Haskell moved to the top of Orange 
Mountain (now Eagle Rock Reservation) where he remodeled a farm house & began 
to purchase land for Llewellyn Park. #84 Llewellyn Road was once #12 Eagle 
Rock Way.

Original drawings Show the architecture to be Italianate. Some of the 
original brackets remain under the tower eaves & those of the south wing. The 
balustraded balcony over the main entrance was lost in subsequent alterations.

In i860 Samuel Wilde, a coffee & spice merchant important in the development 
of Montclair, purchased this home prior t a completion from Haskell. Davis later 

fine Gothic, style as&&ifc& for wL13* ifti $&i£h Fullerton A 'designed -a., fine Gothic, style as&&ifc& for wL13* ifti $&i£h Fullerton Avenue c. 1870- ~- • - •'.-... , ... : Cno longer extan
Building documented in the 1971 survey of the town by the Montclair Historica 

Society- It was also pictured in the Montclair Stat a College photographic 
exhibit, Cottages, Villas & Country Residences.

This Italianate style of Architecture was recommended by Andrew Jackson 
Downing as being both picturesque & practical.

ORIGINAL USE: -Residence -.'>••• ••' PRESENT USE: Residence 
PHYSICAL CONDITION: Excellent d Good & Fair d Poord 
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes S Possible d .- No Part of District d 
THREATS TO SITE: , Roads d Development d Zoning d Deterioration d

".-r , No Threat (^ . Other d 
COMMENTS:, . ,- ,^ v , ..-/ ..... - .. • •

Alterations/modifications: The double story enclosed porch, south of the 
center pavilion, the open front porch & the small 2 story bay north of the 
entrance are not part of the original structure. The open truss details in 
the front gable are also later additions. (For further information see above 
under "Surrounding Environment. )____________________________________
REFERENCES:

Reproductions from Farm Map of the Townships of Bloomfield and Belleville, 
Essex County, N. J. Surveyed, drawn & published by James Hughes, 1865.

*"Haskell's Bloomfield Villa," Fact Sheet prepared by Jane B. Daviesr, Avery Archi 
tectural Library, Columbia University, February 2, 1972.

A. J. Davis, "Day Book" and Drawings (Collection II), Avery Library, Columbia
TTn-i yor?"" "^y .* a -T natr-ic^ ".Tmir-nal " anA Drawings (Vr>1 . V_TT) f Mot-rnpn Titan Museum of Ar

r.: 'RECORDED BY: Eleanor Price DATE: • - ,
ORGANIZATION: Preservation Montclair 6/12/81

Form revised by Maynett Breithaupt, June 11, 1985.
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7-186

Residence, fA Llewellyn Road, ?'ont.ciuir, New Jersov.

_____in 1359-1860 by Alexnad«r Jackson Davis, New York architect, for 
~ Llewellyn 3. Haaiwll. Kaakell was then developing Llewellyn Park in

West- Grange', contiguous with -property owned by bin in West Eloonifield
(nov; I-Iontclair), on which 'this house WGS located.

Built: I860- 1 . Construction was be^un by H«skell (buildsr, William H. 
1'yers), but before the house was coirplstod, it was sold in I860 to 
Samuel V/ilde, who completed it and improved the groundft in 156p it 
was sold to D. T, Warren.

Present owner; Parker P.eid.

How much altered (including T.odern siding), the house ati.ll retains
distinctive original features, in particular the dominant four-story 
round tower wi'ch ensircliw: vsranda (and circular rooms within). 
The cantilevered eave'i a'iS'^Iil'bay window of the south wing are 
characteristic of Davis' work. A third story bis been added to the 
central section, which has been projected forward, and the entire 
front facade is changed.

Original documentsj
A. J. Davis r /"Cay Bocic) v, 2j,% pp. 156'. 160, Ic4. 165 (Av«ry Archi 

tectural Library, Columbia University^ A. J. Davis Collection I) 
A. J. Davis ' /uournaly, p. 185 (Me.trcoolitan I-'ussum of Art,, A. J.

Davis Collection, no". 24.66.1400)" 
A. J. Davis drawings:

2 sheets,showing elevations of front and side'and plans of 1st 
and 2nd floors; entitled :i 3loonifield Villa* (Avery Architec 
tural Library, Columbia University, A. J. Divis Collection II, 
fol-ier 10)

1 sheet, showing plans of 1st and 2nd floors, which differ in 
details from c.he preceding, entitled (in Davis 1 Iste hand 
writing) "Bloonfield Villa, I^ontclair, L. 3. -laa'csll," with 
two notations n'7r,rrcrn". (Metropolitan I'useuni of Art, A. J. 
Do.vic Collection, vol. VII (no." 24.66.14c6) t fol. 44)

T^G^ r: '-3•'COS "*

Far^Tllr.p of the Tcwnshipa of 21 coalfield e.nd Eslleville.. "ssex County, 
I'. J. Surveyed . . . and published by J.-ILVSS Hugh?.s. Philadelphia,

'.^ilttouore, Henry. History of :;:cntclair Tovmsl'.ir). :Te" York, 1^94, p. ?1C. 
Mcntclnir, the Firrt IQO" Years. ^":on " al£Lir > -^J t ??. 55 ~nd 53 (partially 

inaccurate)

Date of visit; November 19, 1971.

.^ ,'» •
Prepared byj c)&fW. '•-*• <J<';'-'>(. «' 

Coltur.bis University 
Dato: February 2,

**<*"*





L ?*+<«£'< But kit n^ fy fro*u/tenf 'ctu'+ecXx (O~7/3 -
£es0urce ^',5+^5 fy Llewellyn

"Haskell's Bloomfield Villa" 7-188

This house (called "Haskell's Bloomfield Villa" by its designer in lieu 

of a more fanciful name such as "Litchfield" or "Lyndhurst"), was designed 

between 18^9 and i860 in The Italian Style by New York architect Alexander 

Jackson Davis for his friend Lewellyn Haskell** It was built in i860 on 

land contiguous with Haskell's picturesque development known as "Lewellyn 

Park", a considerable portion of which extended into West Bloonif ield. Be 

fore IlaskelJ. completed the house, he sold it to Samuel Wilde, who completed 

it and imporved the grounds, (it is assumed that the house was completed 

as shown by Davis 1 original drawings (photo, page one) which are now in the 

archives of Avery Architectural Library, Columbia University*

At a later date, the house was considerably enlarged. A third story was 

added to the central section, which was projected forward and the entire 

facade changed. Around the turn of the century, a classical revival porch 

was added to the front and it may have been at this time that wood shingles 

were put on over the original siding, (photo, page two)

The house still retains many of its distinctive original features; in par 

ticular the dominant four-story round tower with encircling veranda, the 

cantilever ed eaves, the windows, and the bay window of the South wing are 

characteristic of Davis 1 work.

Haskell began to dispose of his West Bloomfield property in the 1870's 

(which had been within the borders of the new town of Montclair since

1868). The surrounding area began to develop and by 1906 (map, page three)
flijr of //A/*n.c</ ff&ffPfrttf writ foi-v v* rrtfftt GLV/VGW spw
Lewellyn Park was wholly within the town of West Orange. Although some prop-

erty still remafjntfvto the West and North, newer houses surroundv the villa

and obstruct; the* turn-of -the -century view to Orange Ftoad (photo, page two).
C i — < <~>4 YC ^ '• f"^ e a Vp; a ; v

'-.Sv..-V /V, id A- / ij,.r ' •'

'• - f *** y -, 1,1 -• . "• '• ,' ! 'LJ i^ ' • '
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T^1odern asbestos siding now covers the wooden shingles and the classical 

porch lacks its original balustrade and some of the columns, (photo, page 

four) However, the house seems to be appreciated by its present owners 

who are maintaining it in good condition. They do not have any plans to • 

restore it to its original .

•& Davis referred to the building of this house on pages 156, 160, 16U and 
3,65 of volume two of his day book.


