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INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO.(713 828

HISTORIC NAME: "Haskell's Bloomfield Villa" COMMON NAME:  Humphreys house

LOCATION: 84 Llewellyn Road BLOCK/LOT 1208/11: 50-C/40

MUNICIPALITY: Montclair COUNTY: Essex

USGS QUAD: Orange . UTM REFERENCES:

OWNER/ADDRESS: Humphre}'s 9 Linda & George » Jr. Zone/Northing/Easting
See above

DESCRIPTION

Construction Date: circa 1859 Source of Date: Archival Records

Architect: A. J. Davis Builder:

Style: Italianate Form/Plan Type: Cruxform

Number of Stories: 2% + B

Foundation: Stucco

Exterior Wall Fabric: Asbestos shingle; staggered on turret wall.

Fenestration: 5 bays; 1/1 sash (some paired), 2/2 rear section.

Roof/Chimneys: Gable/ exterior chimney south of central pavillion; interior north wing.

* Additional Architectural Description: A 3 story gabled pavillion w/ corner brackets & open

bracing below roof dominates the structure at center w/ 2% story wings extending
north & south, & a rounded turret w/ conical roof & ornamental brackets below at
rear (east) of central pavilion. Bays 1 & 2 recessed back w/ 1 story polygonal

bay window projecting north & paired sash below cornice in lst floor, lst bay
window; paired smaller windows in the 2nd bay & paired sash above. Panelled entrance
door in recessed porch w/ external fanlight & shutters, Bay 4 below projecting
pavilion, paired narrow sash in molded arched surround w/ shutters on the 2nd floor
& smaller triple sash w/ the same details below gable. A 3 bay open porch w/
rounded Doric columns & open geometric style balustrade above & below extends
across the 3 center bays. Two story multi-light enclosed porch w/ flat roof in

bay 5. A 3-sided bay window w/ cornice & panels between windows projects south.
Circular open porch w/ floor length windows below turret on the lst floor.
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SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: ‘

House close 'to.east boundary, circular driveway from Llewellyn Road close

to west corner. -Large former carriage house on north-east corner. Lot sizes
111'x 295', - Less than one acre. _ -

.- -

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:  Urban O Suburban B

Open Space (] Woodland [J Residential 4 Agricultural (J Village (J

Industrial (J Downtown Commerical (] Highway Commercial (] Other CJ
Many of the alterations to the house date from the 19th century; probably during the
ownership of D. T. Warren. He purchased the house from Samuel Wilde in 1863. Warren
asked A. J. Davis for alteration plans, but it is believed that Warren probably had
someone else design the enlargement. Although the house has been enlarged and the
entire front facade changed, the house still retains many "distinctive original featurn
especially the four-story round tower, with its enc1rcllng veranda. "The cantilevered
eaves, the w1ndows, and the bay window of the south wing are all characteristic of

SIGNIF lCANCE

Scattered Buildings [J

This residence, the first house designed by Alexander Jackson Davis
in Montclair, was built for his friend & business associate, Llewellyn S. Haskell,
a drug importer from New York. In 1852, Haskell moved to the top of Orange
Mountain (now Eagle Rock Reservation) where he remodeled a farm house & began

to purchase land for Llewellyn Park. #84 Llewellyn Road was once #12 Eagle
Rock Way. ”

Original drawings show the architecture to be Italianate.  Some of the
original brackets remain under the tower eaves & those of the south wing. The
balustraded balcony over the main entrance was lost in subsequent alterations.

In 1860 Samuel Wilde, a coffee & spice merchant important in the development
of Montclalr, purchased tr%s home '&lu)r to completion_ from Haskell, Davis later
-de51gned -a.fine Gothlc style magsidm Tor Wilde on Béuth Fullerton %vemionge :) xgan

Bu11d1ng documented in the 1971 survey of the town by the Montclair Historical

Sociecy. It was also plctured in the Montclair St:at:= College photograpmc
exhibit, Cottages, Villas & Country Residences.

This Italianate style of Architecture was recommended by Andrew Jackson
Downing as bel.ng both picturesque & pract:.cal. '

ORIGINAL USE: ~Residence -~ - : - PRESENT USE: Res1dence s
PHYSICAL CONDITION: . Excellent. Cl Good E&- - Fair O Poor (] :
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY -Yes B Possible 1 - No- Part of Dlstnct[:l
THREATS TO SITE: RoadsD Development (3J. - Zoning [J . Deterioration (]

-+ . NoThreat G . Other(J- '

.

COhﬂWENIS

Sy e s -~
-

Alteratz.ons/modlfmat:lons: The double story enclosed porch, south of the
center pavilion, the open front porch & the small 2 story bay north of the
entrance are not part of the original structure.
the front gable are also later additions.
under "Surrounding Environment.)

The open truss details in
(For further information see above

REFERENCES:

Reproductions from Farm Map of the Townships of Bldomfi:eld and Belleville,
Essex County, N, J. Surveyed, drawn & published by James Hughes, 1865.

*"Haskell's Bloomfield Villa," Fact Sheet prepared by Jare B. Davies, Avery Archi-
tectural Library, Columbia University, February 2, 1972.

" A. J. Davis, "Day Book" and Drawings (Collection II),

Avery Library, Columbia .
University:; A. J_ Davis, "Journal" and Drawings (Val. VIT), Metropolitan Museum of Ar%.
-3 -RECORDED BY: Eleanor Prlce DATE: 6 12 81

ORGANIZATION: Preservation Montclair , 12/

Form revised by Maynett Breithaupt, June 11, 1985.
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Residenze, &4 Lleweliyu 2wad, ioatslizir, Wsw Jerssy.

Desicnod: in 1359-1860 by Alexnader Jacksan Davis, New York architect, for
Llewellym 3, Haslwell, Fagkell was than developing Llewellym Park in
Hest Cranse, contirucus with sroveriy owned by him in West Eloomfield
(now oniclair}, on which "this house wecs located,

s a7, .
Built: 136C- ? ., Consiructinn uns béﬁx&%ﬁpﬁaskell (tuilder, William H,
Yvers), dut tefore ihec houss waz comslsted, it was sold in 1260 to
Samuel 'filde, wnn cempleted it zond imoroved the groundéf In 1365 it

was sold to D. T, Warren,

Pregent owner: Parker Reid.

Now much zltersd fincluding modern siding), the house still retains
distinctive original features, in particular the demirant four-story
round tower with engircling wvsrenda (and circular réoms within),

ved EMI¥E vay window of the

The cantilevered eavés di > scuth wing are
chnracterisiic of Davis' work., 4 third story has been added to the
central seciion, which hzcz been srciecisd forward, and the entire
front if'agade is changsd,

Orizinal documents:

e,

olitan ¥Fussum of Art,

P Y . . - 7 7 Z,
A, J. Dawlist [Dey Bock, v, &7, vo. 156, 16C, 144, 155 (Lvery Avchi-
fvapnl 14 . C3a fimdvaraddyt fq +3 R
tectural Library, umoia University, &, J. Davis Collecticn I
2 po) i A

¥
[
©
[5)
<
}l.
/¢

)

i
(o]
£
3
3
i
N
I 1= -
ol
6o
(‘.
€
- b

A, J. Davis drawings:
2 sh2sta,chowing elevations of front and side and plans of 13t
. and 2nd fiocrs; =ntitled "Sleomfield Villa" (Avery Architec-
turcl Library, Colusbia University, a. J. Divis Collectien II,
folder 10)

1 sheet, showing plans of 13t and 2nd floors, which 1iffer in
details frzm the praceding, entitled (in Davie! lste hand-
writine) "2loomfisld Villa, Montclair, L., 3. #2s%3ll,™ with
two nobtations "inrren®, (K«ﬁro: n o Jluesum of Ard, AL J,
Davis TJollisction, vol, VII {nc. J14C6), Dol, 44)

.

. . .
LSl ey Ty1s 44
Yeaa £ v\an.'.,‘l e f: LAY‘r A

1 ool . W2 20 D!
ry, FPigieory of lientelair Towmziiin, Yeu Torl, 1564, p, 21T,
Tqd ; T e s 2z 1 o 4 0 3 -
Ventelair, the First 100 Yearc, tontelzir, 19€5f, vo. 33 and 23 (sartizlly

.
< Ao B
inaccurzte) .

2y

Jate of visit: lovember 19, 19

Cclumhia University -
A2 y Date: TFebruary 2, 1972
K puicot phrer Por ATTRL Hile w0 TR
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"Haskell's Bloomfield Villan 7—188

This house (Ealled "laskell's Bloomfield Villa" by its designer in lieu

of a more fanciful name such as "Litchfield" or "Lyndhurst"), was designed
between 1859 and 1860 in The Italian Style by New York architect Alexander
Jackson Davis for his friend Lewellyn Haskell.# It was built in 1862 on
land contiguous with Haskell's picturesque development known as "Lewellyn
Park", a considerable portion of which extended into West Bloomfield, De-
fore Hlaskell completed the house, he so0ld it to Samuel Wilde, who completed
it and imporved the grounds. (It is assumed that the house was completed
as shown by Davis' original drawings (photo, page one) which are now in the

archives of Avery Architectural Library, Columbia Universitye.

At a later date, the house was considerably enlarged. A third story was
added to the central section, which was projected forward and the entire
facade changed. Around the turn of the century, a classical revival porch
was added to the front and it may have been at this time that wood shingles

were put on over the original siding. (photo, page two)

The house still retains nhny of its distinctive orijinal features; in par-
ticular the dominant four-story round tower with encircling veranda, the
cantilevered eaves, the windows, and the bay window of the South wing are

characteristic of Davis!' work.

Haskell began to dispose of his West Bloomfield property in the 1870's

(which had been within the borders of the new town of Montclair since

1868). The surrounding area began to develop and by 1906 (map, page three)

Abr 0F HAKOLLY PR4CoEM nAT Soun 1y g7He Gwwors /192

Lewellyn Park was wholly within the town of West Orange. Although some prop-
=)

erty still rema:'.nsélto the West and North, newer houses surround’the villa

and obstruct the turn-of ~the-century view to Orange Road (photo, page two),

-—,()r'f n Frec‘x \/’,3 NPRE



7-189

Modern asbeslos siding now covers the wooden shingles and the classical
porch lacks its original balustrade and some of the columns. (photo, page
four) However, the house seems to be appreciated by its present owners
who are maintaining it in good condition. They do not. have any plans to

restore it to its original cewrditian,
ArrPeniance

% Davis referred to the building of this house on pages 156, 160, 16l and
165 of volume two of his day book.



