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The Ruth Ann Dodge Memorial is the work of sculptor 
Daniel Chester French and architect Henry Bacon. It is 
situated on a knoll adjacent to Fairview Cemetery in Council 
Bluffs, which affords a good view of the city.

The memorial consists of a statue of an angel, wreathed 
with laurel and holding a shallow basin of water on her right 
arm. The statue is cast bronze, 3/4" thick. It is about 8% 
feet high, and 5 feet 8 inches at greatest width. The pedestal 
is pink marble, cut to suggest a ship's prow, and garlanded 
with swags. It rises out of a semicircular reflecting pool, 
the floor of which is inlaid with earth-toned pebbles. The 
pool is ringed with three low marble "steps", the uppermost 
of which serves as the pool's edge. The pedestal is backed 
with a low marble platform, about 2 feet high, that forms 
benches on either side of the statue, and which has memorial 
inscriptions chiseled in the faces over the pool. The corner 
blocks of the platform are decorated with wreaths in bas- 
relief.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Ruth Anne Dodge Memorial is Iowa's only work by Daniel 

Chester French, a sculptor most popularly known for the Lincoln 
statue (Lincoln memorial, Washington), the Minuteman (North Bridge, 
Concord) and John Harvard (Cambridge). After Augustus Saint- 
Gaudens, French was perhaps the most prominent American sculptor 
of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, but his works (from 
1869 to 1924) were concentrated largely on the east coast. Ex­ 
ceptions included works in Chicago (especially for the 1893 ex­ 
position) , Minneapolis/St. Paul, Kansas City and Omaha.

The work was commissioned in late 1916, by Anne Dodge and 
Ella Dodge Pusey, for their late mother, Ruth Anne Dodge, whose 
husband was railroad magnate Grenville M. Dodge. The idea for the 
statue (an angel holding a basin of water) originated in a recur­ 
rent dream that came to Ruth Anne Dodge shortly before she died 
of cancer September 4, 1916. In the dream, an angel approached 
her with a bowl of water, urging the sick woman to drink. In the 
third occurrence, Mrs. Dodge dreamed that she did drink; she died 
shortly thereafter. Her daughters were much impressed by the 
story, leading them to plan a memorial on the theme.

Since the Dodges maintained a residence in New York as well 
as in Council Bluffs, the sisters' selection of Daniel Chester 
French to execute their mother's memorial was not unexpected, 
as they probably had seen examples of French's work in eastern 
cities. According to French's account book, first payment for 
the sculpture was made 18 December,1916. The memorial was fin­ 
ished in 1918, water in the fountain and pool turned on in May, 
1969. There was a private dedication ceremony, the date of 
which has not been fully established, although in later years 
Anne Dodge recalled it as March, 1920.

Over the years the memorial has suffered neglect, the 
water system is no longer in use, and the originally landscaped 
area has become overgrown; the statue has also been subject to 
vandalism. The Director of the Grenville M. Dodge house has 
proposed moving the memorial to the Dodge House grounds, in 
order to protect it from further defacement.
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Verbal Boundary Description

That portion of Lots 1, 2, and 3 of Thomas Elder's Addition to 
the City of Council Bluffs, Iowa more particularly described as follows;

Commencing at the Southwest corner of Lot 3 in said addition 
thence easterly along the southerly line of said Lot 3 a distance of 
166.1 feet thence northwesterly a distance of 124.55 feet along a line 
forming an interior angle of 84 26' with the southerly line of said 
Lot 3; thence westerly a distance of 157 feet along a line having an 
interior angle with the second described line of 105°46'; thence 
southerly along the easterly side of North Second St. in the City of 
Council Bluffs, Iowa distance of 153.5 feet on a line having an in­ 
terior angle with the third described line of 79°42' or to the point 
of beginning. (Such fourth line also forming an interior angle of 
90 6' with the first line described above.)


