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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area.(Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). • • . 

The Blackinton Historical Di s t r i c t i s an essentially linear d i s t r i c t located on 
the north side of the Hoosac River, at the western edge of the city of North Adams, 
near the Williamstown line. The d i s t r i c t includes an unusual concentration of 
early 19th century buildings and remains the best-preserved m i l l cannunity in 
North Adams. The Blackinton M i l l , a focal point of the cannunity, i s situated 
along the Troy & Greenfield railroad tracks on the north bank of the river. 
The present m i l l i s a late 19th-early 20th century structinre, a replacement of 
the ca. 1822 industrial building that had originally stood on the site. Opposite 
the m i l l , across Massachusetts Avenue, i s a anall h i l l on vAilch stand four sub­
stantial residences b u i l t for m i l l owners. On both sides of Massachusetts Avenue 
to the west of the m i l l , and on the south side to the east, are smaller hones 
b u i l t for employees. Many of these houses have been altered, and the d i s t r i c t 
only includes the core of architecturally intact buildings near the m i l l - a 
t o t a l of 20 structures. Also part of the d i s t r i c t are two Blackinton-built (se!g^cont^n|i^^-

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected community; be specific). 

The Blackinton Historic D i s t r i c t i s historically significant as an Important 
m i l l ccranunity founded by Sanford Blackinton, u leading citizen of North Adams 
during the nineteenth century. Moreover, this area i s the only section of the c i t y 
that retains much of i t s original early nineteenth century character and i s ,̂  
the best-preserved m i l l cannunity in North Adams. 

Sanford Blackinton, Rufus Wells, and J. L. White b u i l t a store m i l l here in 1822 
for the manufacture of woolen goods. The Blackinton Woolen M i l l expanded and 
prospered in the eri u t i c manner typical of nineteenth century industry. Fires • < 
and econonic depressions broxaght financial reverses, but the C i v i l War and military 
orders for wool l e f t Sanford Blackinton the wealthiest man in North Adams. 
As in other early New England m i l l towns,, both Blackinton and his cofounder, i 
Wells (White l e f t early on), b u i l t hones across fron the m i l l . Wells' hone was 
b u i l t in 1832. He died in 1844 and the house was eventually pvmchased by Sanford 
Blackinton's nephew John, w*io enlarged i t in 1863o He then rented to 0. A. Archer, 
an important off i c i a l ' - of the Blackinton M i l l . The history of the f i r s t Sanford 
Blackinton House and the William Blackinton House i s more obscure. Both houses 
have been remodeled several times; but, in their present form, they appear to date ; 
from around 1850. .„ 

During the 1840s and 1850s, housing for the Blackinton m i l l workers was constructed 
on Massachusetts Avenuec Four of these Greek Revival style residences, (see cogtiig-ijation 
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Architectural Significance, continued 

chiorches and a conpany store. 

The oldest building in the d i s t r i c t i s the Wells-Archer House, 1443 Massachusetts 
Avenue (294) It is 9-Federal-style building, b u i l t ca. 1832, vAilch was substantially i 
enlarged with Italianate-style additions sone twenty years later. The building's ; 
original oval leaded glass window in one gable end i s unique in North Adams. 

Four v i r t u a l l y identical buildings on the south side of Massachusetts Avenue (1414, ^ 
1422 , 1428, 1434),adjacent to the m i l l , were b u i l t ca. 1840 to house m i l l workers. 
A l l are three bays wide and feature enclosed pedimented front-facing gables, comer 
pilasters, and trabeated entrance surroiinds. They are in a fine state of preservation. 

Beside them stands the former Blackinton Conpany Store, 1438 Massachusetts Avenue 
(1839, # 284), w^ich also retains Greek Revival-style details, including narrow comer 
pilasters, and front-facing gable defined by a broken pediment. The building retains 
a f i r s t - s t o r y storefront probably added in the late 19th century. Despite the applica­
tion of a r t i f i c i a l brick facing i n the 1950s, and the boarding-up of a l l windows 
following the store's closure i n the mid 1960s, the building continues to retain much 
of i t s 19th century appearance. I t i s presentIj^ used as a warehouse. 

Two stylish residences, on the north side of the street, the William Blackinton 
House,,1391 Massachusetts Avenue (ca. 1832, #291), and the First Sanford Blackinton 1 
House, 1431 Massachusetts Avenue (ca. 1850), are five-bay-wide Greek Revival-style 
buildings with deep, closely paired Italianate-style brackets. Single-story, single-
bay porticoes shelter the central entryway, wiiich are framed by sidelights and a ' r 
transon. Both houses are part of a group of buildings in North Adams that tc^ether 
are a regional variation of a transitional fbnTi:a traditional five-bay plan with both ,t 
Greek Revival and Italianate detailing. Tlie William Balckinton House is additionally 
noteworthy for i t s cast-iron ba;lconies and porch ornamentation, which were added , • 
at a later date. 

Marking the eastern edge of the d i s t r i c t are the Monroe Temple House, 1315 Massachusetts 
Avenue, (1858, #288) and similarly, thoij^h more modestly styled, Monroe Tanple Cottage, 
1337 Massachusetts Avenue (ca. 1856). The former building i s an elaborately detailed 
board-and-batten house, anall in scale, and clearly derivative from the works of 
Andrew Jackson Downing. The building bears a strong resenblance to Design XVI, : 
a Gothicized "Bracketed Farm House of Wood," in Downing's 1850 publication, The 
Architecture of Country Houses. The sit i n g of the house, high on a wooded h i l l s i d e 
above the road, and i t s naturalistic, ronantic landscaping, are features recanmended 
by Downing in his books. ., . -

The W. A. Hopkins House, 1349 Massachusetts Avenue (1872, #289) i s a three-bay, 
square-plan Italianate-style building. With a shallow-hipped roof, bracketed entry porch, 
and a two -story polygonal bay on one side facade, the Hopkins House closely 
resembles a number of other dwellings scattered throiighout North Adams that together 
form a regionally significant cluster. At 1379 Massachusetts Avenue, the Union > 
Church (#290), a fine, stick-stj/le Gothic Revival stmcture, was b u i l t by the 
Blackinton Conpany in 1871,. Off frame constmction, the building featxn-es Gothicized *• 

o... -1 -r (continued) 
Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Architectural Significance, continued ' • ' 

windows surroimded by crosses, heavily buttressed and bracketed corners, and a large 
recessed panel in i t s integral steeple, on which i s inscribed the date of constmction. 
The Union Church has been attributed to Troy, New York, architect Marcus Fayette 
Cumnings, who was responsible for a number of significant properties in North Adams, 
including several designed for the Blackinton family. 

St. Andrew's Chapel, at 1436 Massachusetts Avenue (1905, #285), was also b u i l t by 
members of the Blackinton family. The churcHs stucco exterior, with applied timbering 
in the gable and porch peaks, suggests both Tudor and Gothic antecedents. 

While the present Blackinton Mill's core was b u i l t in 1872, the majority of the m i l l , 
at 1476 Massachusetts Avenue, i s of early 20th century constmction (1908, 1917, 
#284|). In a c i t y where mil l s were traditionally only mtodestly ornamented, Blackinton's 
m i l l , with i t s cast-stone pilasters and crenelated parapets rising above a f l a t roof „ 
is an exception., A llidor Revival crenelated tower dominates the facade. The 1872 
wood-frame wing to the south i s now sheathed with asbestos siding. A cluster of small 
outbuildings near the railroad tracks at the rear of the m i l l l o t were also b u i l t in 
1917. Nothing remains of the original, early 19th century stone m i l l . 

Housing constmction continued in the d i s t r i c t into the 1880s, with one member of the 
Blackinton family, John P., building a large Stick Style/Queen Anne house at 1413 
Massachusetts Avenue (1880, #292), across fixxn the m i l l . Other more modest Queen 
Anne-style houses were b u i l t at 2,3, and 5 Church H i l l behind the m i l l owners' . 
residences. 

Historical Significance, continued ,/ - >, . A 

and the conpany store, are included i n the historic d i s t r i c t . The store, w^ich 
was b u i l t in 1839, also housed the post office, the connunity telephone, and the 
f i r s t library. Both the Union Church and the Episcopal Chapel were also constmcted 
with Blackinton money. 

Sanford Blackinton l e f t the anall m i l l cannunity after the C i v i l War to move to wv 
a far grander mansion in the center of North Adams. His departure signified the 
end to the closeknit, patemalistdc m i l l connunities that typified North Adams' 
industrial l i f e at mid century. .,„ ' . -, 

In 1880, John P. Blackinton b u i l t the fourth and last mansion on the h i l l . In 
that same decade several houses were b u i l t on the h i l l behind Union Church. They 
were owned by a mixture of skilled workers and people not associated with the m i l l . 
Although a m i l l connunity essentially controlled by one family, Blackinton attracted 
other residents wishing to locate outside the industrial center of North Adams. 

Until 1900, the westem half of the village was considered part of the town of 
Williamstown, and attracted residents fron both connunities. Two builders, William 
A. Hopkins fron North Adams and Monroe Temple fron Williamstown, constmcted their 
hones here.ihe Hopkins House, 1349 Massachusetts Ave,is an Italianate-style residence 
erected i n 1872. Tanple's picturesque cottage was b u i l t farther up the h i l l i n 1858 
(1315 Massachusetts Avneue). On the corner of Massachusetts Avenue and Doanes Lane 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom - ' 
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Historical Significance, continued 

i s a anall Gothic Revival cottage b u i l t by Temple as his hone \s4iile his larger 
residence was being constmcted on the h i l l s i d e above. 

Cr i ter ia fo r Evaluation 

The Blackinton Historical D i s t r i c t , the most intact 19th centmy m i l l connunity 
in North Adams, with well-preserved examples of residential , industr ia l , and 
ecclesiastical architectiire, retains i n t ^ r i t y of setting, design, location, materials, 
workmanship, feel ing, and association with a leading North Adams industrialist., .'i.s:^ 
The d i s t r i c t thus f u l f i l l s Cr i ter ia A, B, and C of the National Rois te r of 
Historic Places. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y fo rm at bo t tom 
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Verbal Boundary Description and Justification f ' " ' . 

The boundaries of the Blackinton Historic D i s t r i c t were drawn to include a grouping of 
intact mill-related stmctures along Massachusetts Avenue in western North Adams. 
Together, the single m i l l , two chiirches, conpany store, stylish housing for m i l l owners 
and managers and more modest dwelling for workers reflect the tjTpe of cohesive industrial 
cannunity that characterized 19th century North Adams. See attached sketch map. (Scale: 1" = 

200") 
Specifically, beginning at the intersection of Ashton Avenue and the Boston Zi Maine 
Railroad and traveling northeasterly along the eastem side of Ashton Avenue (the 
western l o t line of the Blackinton M i l l , 1476 Massachusetts Avenue), thence turning 
right onto Massachusetts Avenue and following the southern curb line to the intersection 
of Massachusetts Avenue and Wood Street; thence crossing Massachusetts Avenue and • 
following the eastern curb line of Wood Street to the northern (rear) l o t line of ' J'• 
1443 Massachusetts Avenue; thence turning at the northem (rear) l o t line of 1443 ^ 
Massachusetts Avenue and traveling to the rear l o t line of 1391 Massachusetts Avenue. 
Then turning at a right angle and traveling northeasterly along the westem (side) 
l o t line of One Church H i l l ; tuming at a right angle and traveling easterly along the 
rear l o t lines of properties on the north side of Church H i l l to the northem (side) « ; . . 
lo t line of 25 Doanes Lane and crossing to the northern (side) l o t line of Four Doanes 
Lane, thence t u m i r ^ and proceeding northeasterly along the west (side) l o t line of ' 
1315 Massachiasetts Avenue; thence turning at a right angle and proceeding along the 
rear l o t line of 1315 Massach;isetts Avneue to the east (side)lot line of same; traveling 
south along the east (side) l o t line of 1315 Massachiisetts Avenue to the northern 
curb line of Massachusetts Avenue; thence turning at a right angle and proceeding 
northwesterly along the northem curbline of Massachusetts Avenue to the southwestern 
corner of 1413 Massachusetts Avenue; thence crossing Massachusetts Avenue to the north-
eastern corner of 1422 Massachusetts Avenue; proceeding to the southeastem (rear) , 
comer of 1422 Massachusetts Avenue, tinming at a right angle and proceeding along 
rear l o t lines to the southwestern corner of 1434 Massachusetts Avenue; thence timiing 
at a right angle and traveling southwesterly along the eastern (side) l o t line of 1476 
Massachusetts Avenue to the tracks of the Boston & Maine Railroad. Then turning and 
following the northern tracks of the railroad along the back l o t line of 1476 . ,. .• >• 
Massachusetts Avenue to Ashton Avenue. t • ; V ' 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



NORTH ADAMS MRA 
DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

BLACKINTON HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Area D/1, 

MHC # Map # Historic Name Street Address Date of 
Construction 

Style 

m T George Hopkins House 1 Church Hi l l 1888 Ital ianate 

2 

'̂ 1 

2 Church Hi l l 

3 Church Hi l l 

1888 

ca. 1880-1890 

Queen Anne 

Queen Anne 

i Temple House barn 4 Doanes Lane ca. 1870, 
with mid 20th c. 
alterations 

NC 

• 
4 25 Doanes Lane ca. 1880-1890 Queen Anne 

s Davies House 5 Church Hi l l ca. 1880-1890 Queen Anne 

288 6 Monroe Temple House 1315 Mass. Ave. 1858 I tal ianate 

7 Monroe Temple Cottage 1337 Mass. Ave. ca. 1856 Gothic Revival 

289 8 W. A. Hopkins House 1349 Mass. Ave. 1872 Ital ianate 

A 1361 Mass. Ave. ca. 1960-1970 NC 

290 9 Union Church 1379 Mass. Ave. 1871 Gothic Revival 

291 10 William Blackinton 
House 

1391 Mass. Ave. ca. 1850 Greek Revival 

292 n John P. Blackinton 
House 

1413 Mass. Ave. 1880 Stick Style 

293 12 F i rs t Sanford 
Blackinton House 

1431 Mass. Ave. ca. 1850 Greek Revival 

294 13 Wells-Archer House 1443 Mass. Ave. 1832 Federal/ I tal ia 



Area D/2, 

MHC # 

282 

283 

285 

284 

Map # 

I I 

li;-

Historic Name 

NORTH ADAMS MRA 
DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

BLACKINTON HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Street Address 

St. Andrew's Chapel 

Blackinton Company 
Store 

Blackinton Mill 

Blackinton Mill 
Office 

1422 Mass. Ave. 

1428 Mass. Ave. 

1434 Mass. Ave. 

1438 Mass. Ave. 

1446 Mass. Ave. 

1476 Mass. Ave. 

1476 Mass. Ave. 

Date of  
Construction 

ca. 1840 

ca. 1840 

ca. 1840 

1905 

1839 

1872 with 1908 
and 1917 additions 

4.mid 20th c. 

Style 

Greek Revival 

Greek Revival ^ 

Greek Revival 

Gothic 

Greek Revival 

Italianate 
Industrial 

NC 
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June 10, 1985 

T E L E P H O N E 

Area Code 207 - 69S-1100 

TELEX NO. 94-4494 

Ms. Vallerie A. Talfnage . ' •• 
Executive Director ? , ' ' 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street . •--• 
Boston, MA 02116 , : v'' " . 

Dear Ms. Talmage: 

We hereby certify that Berkshire K.G. Associates is the owner of the 
property located at 1476 Massachusetts Avenue, Blackington H.D., North 
Adams, Massachusetts. This property is located within the North Adams 
Multiple Resource Area. 

In addition, we hereby object to inclusion of this property in the 
National Register in accordance with the National Historic Preservation 
Act Amendments of 1980 and Federal Regulations 36 CFR Part 60. 

General 
D. Kaplan 
Partner 

Richard H. Goldberg 
General Partner 

STATE OF MAINE 
COUNTY OF YORK 

Witness that on this the 10th day of June 1985, that Leonard D. Kaplan, 
• General Partner and Richard H, Goldberg, General Partner, did appear 
before me. . ^ 

err: 
fJotary Publ it 


