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ARCH TECTURAL S QN FI CANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures). LI

The Bl ackintonHistorical District isan essentially linear district |ocated on
the north side of the Hoosac River, at the western edge of the city of North Adans,
near the Wllianstown |line. The district includes an unusual concentration of
early 19th century buildings and renmains the best-preserved mill cannunity in

North Adans. The BlackintonMill, a focal point of the cannunity, is situated
along the Troy & Greenfieldrailroad trackson the north bank of the river.

The present mill isa late 19th-early 20th century structinre, a replacenment of
the ca. 1822 industrial building that had originally stood on the site. QOpposite
the mill, across Massachusetts Avenue, i s a anall hill on vAilch stand four sub-
stantial residences built formill owlers. O both sides of Massachusetts Avenue
to the west of themill, and on the south sideto the east, are smaller hones
built for enployees. Mny of these houses have been altered, and the district
only includes the core of architecturally intact buildings near them Il - a

total of 20 structures. Also part of the district are two Blackinton-built (selgtcont™n|i""-

HSTCR CAL SN H CANCE of area. (Explaindevel opment of area, what caused it ,
and how it affected community; be specific).

The BlackintonHistoric District ishistorically significant as an Inportant

mi |l ccranunity founded by Sanford Blackinton, u leadingcitizen of North Adans
during the nineteenthcentury. Moreover, this area i sthe only sectionof the city
that retains much of its original early nineteenth century character and is N
the best-preserved mi || cannunity i n North Adans.

Sanford Blackinton, Rufus Wells, and J. L. Wite built a storemill here in 1822
for the manufacture of wool en goods. The Bl ackinton Wolen Mi || expanded and
prospered inthe eriutic manner typical of nineteenth century industry. Fires o<
and econoni ¢ depressions broxaght financial reverses, but the Civil Vr and mlitary
orders for wool left Sanford Bl ackintonthe wealthiest man in North Adans.

As inother early New England mi |l towns,, both Bl ackintonand his cofounder, i
Vells (Wite left early on), built hones across fron themill. Wells" hone was
built in1832 H died in 1844 and the house was eventually pvnthased by Sanford
Bl acki nton's nephew John, wio enlarged it in 18630 H then rented to 0. A Archer,
an inportant official'- of the BlackintonMiIl. The history of the first Sanford

Bl acki nton House and the W |iamBl acki nton House i s nore obscure. Both houses
have been renodel ed several times; but, intheir present form they appear to date ;
from around 1850.

During the 1840s and 1850s, housing for the Blackintonmill workers was constructed
on Massachusetts Avenuec Four of these QG eek Revival style residences, (see cogtiig-ijation

B BLI QFRAPHY and/ or REFEHRENES . r.

History of Berkshire County, Mass., F. W Beers, N, 1885 .
History of North Adans, 1746-1885, W F. Spear, No. Adans, 1885
Atlas of the Towns of Adans, No. Adans and Wl liamstown, D L Mller, N 1894 7 f
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Office of the Secretary, Boston North Adans . D
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. Istric

Indicate each itemoninventory foimv*iich i s being continued bel ow.
Architectural Significance, continued

chi orches and a conpany store.

The ol dest building inthe district isthe Wlls-Archer House, 1443 Massachusetts
Avenue (294) Itis9-Federal -style building, built ca. 1832, vAilch was substantially [
enlarged with Italianate-style additionssone twenty years later. Thebuilding's
original oval |eaded glass wi ndowinonegable endi s unique in North Adans.

Four virtually identical buildings onthe south side of Massachusetts Avenue (1414, N
1422 , 1428, 1434),adjacent tothemill, were built ca. 1840 to house mi |l workers.

Al'l are three bays wi de andfeature enclosed pedinented front-facing gables, comer
pilasters, andtrabeated entrance surroiinds. They are inafine state of preservation.

Besi de themstands the forner Bl ackinton Conpany Store, 1438 Massachusetts Avenue
(1839, # 284), wtich alsoretains G eek Revival-style details, including narrow conmer
pilasters, andfront-facing gable defined by a broken pedinent. Thebuilding retains

a first-story storefront probably added i nthe late 19th century. Despite the applica-
tion of artificial brick facing i nthe 1950s, andthe boarding-up of all w ndows
following the store's closureinthe md 1960s, the building continues to retain nuch
of its 19th century appearance. | ti s presentlj” used as a warehouse.

Two stylish residences, onthe north side of the street, the WIIliamBlackinton

House, , 1391 Massachusetts Avenue (ca. 1832, #291), andthe First Sanford Bl ackinton 1
House, 1431 Massachusetts Avenue (ca. 1850), are five-bay-w de G eek Revival-style
buildings with deep, closely paired Italianate-style brackets. Single-story, single-

bay porticoesshelter the central entryway, wiich are framed by sidelights anda or
transon. Both houses are part of a group of buildings inNorth Adans that tc”ether
are aregional variation of atransitional fbnTi:atraditional five-bay planwith both 1

G eek Revival andItalianate detailing. Tie WIIiamBalckintonHouse is additionally
noteworthy for its cast-iron ba;lconies and porch ornanentation, which were added ,
at a later date.

Marking the eastern edge of the district are the Monroe Tenpl e House, 1315 Massachusetts
Avenue, (1858, #288) andsimlarly, thoij*h nore nodestly styled, Monroe Tanple Cottage,
1337 Massachusetts Avenue (ca. 1856). The fornmer building i s anelaborately detailed
board-and-batten house, anall inscale, andclearly derivative fromthe works of
Andrew Jackson Downing. Thebuilding bears a strong resenblance to Design XVI,

a Gothicized "Bracketed FarmHouse of VWod," i n Downing' s 1850 publication, The
Architecture of Country Houses. Thesiting of the house, high on awooded hillside
above the road, andits naturalistic, ronantic|andscaping, are featuresrecannended

by Downing i n his books. " . -

The W A Hopkins House, 1349 Massachusetts Avenue (1872, #289) i s a three-bay,

square-plan Italianate-style building. Wth a shallowhipped roof, bracketed entry porch,
and atw -story polygonal bay on one side facade, the Hopkins House closely

resembl es a nunber of other dwellings scatteredthroiighout North Adans that together
formaregionally significant cluster. At 1379 Massachusetts Avenue, the Union>

Church  (#290), a fine, stick-stj/le Gothic Revival stmcture, was built by the

Bl acki nton Conpany i n 1871,. Gf frame constmction, the building featxn-es Gothicized o

- ! ¥ continued
%taple to Inventory form at bottom ( )
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I ndicate each itemon inventory form>diich i s being continued bel ow.
Architectural Significance, continued e

wi ndows surroimded by crosses, heavily buttressed and bracketed corners, and a |arge

recessed panel initsintegral steeple, on which is inscribedthe date of constmction.

The Union Church has been attributed to Troy, New York, architect Marcus Fayette
Qumi ngs, who was responsible for a nunber of significant propertiesinNorth Adans,
including several designed for the Blackinton famly.

St. Andrew s Chapel, at 1436 Massachusetts Avenue (1905, #285), was also built by
nenbers of the Blackinton famly. The churcHs stucco exterior, with appliedtimbering
in the gable and porch peaks, suggests both Tudor and Gothic antecedents.

VWi le the present Blackinton M Il's core was built in 1872, the majorityof the mll,
at 1476 Massachusetts Avenue, i s of early 20th century constmction (1908, 1917,

#284|). Inacity wheremlls were traditionally only ntodestly ornanented, Blackinton's
mll, withits cast-stone pilasters and crenelated parapets rising above a flat roof ,

Is an exception., A I|lidor Revival crenelated tower dom nates the facade. The 1872
wood-frame wing to the south i s now sheathed with asbestos siding. A cluster of small
outbui I dings near the railroad tracks at the rear of the mll | otwere alsobuilt in
1917. Nothing remains of the original, early 19th century stone mill.

Housi ng constmction continued inthe district into the 1880s, with one nenber of the
Bl ackinton famly, John P, building a large Stick Style/ Queen Anne house at 1413
Massachusetts Avenue (1880, #292), across fixxn the mll. COher nore nodest Queen
Anne-style houses were built at 2,3, and 5 Church Hill behind the mill owners'

resi dences.

Hi storical Significance, continued,/ - >,

and the conpany store, are included i nthe historic district. The store, w'ich

was built in 1839, also housed the post office, the connunity telephone, and the
first library. Both the Union Church and the Episcopal Chapel were also constncted
wi t h Bl acki nt on noney.

Sanford Bl ackinton [eft the anall m |l cannunity after the Civil Vr to noveto w
a far grander mansion inthe center of North Adans. His departure signified the

end to the closeknit, patemalistdc m |l connunities that typified North Adans'
industrial life at md century. ., ' Co

In 1880, John P. Blackinton built the fourth and |ast mansion on the hill. In

that sane decade several houses were built on the hill behind Union Church. They
were owned by a m xture of skilled workers and people not associated with the mill.
Al'though a mi Il connunity essentially controlled by one famly, Blackinton attracted
other residentswishing to |ocate outside the industrial center of North Adans.

Until 1900, the westemhalf of the village was considered part of the town of
WIliamstown, and attracted residents fron both connunities. Tw builders, WIlliam
A Hopkins fron North Adans and Monroe Tenple fron Wlliamstown, constncted their
hones here.ihe Hopkins House, 1349 Massachusetts Ave,is an Italianate-style residence
erected in 1872, Tanple's picturesque cottage was built farther up the hill in 1858
(1315 Massachusetts Avneue). O the corner of Mssachusetts Avenue and Doanes Lane

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Indicate each item on inventory form vdiich is being continued below.
Historical Significance, continued

is a anall Gothic Revival cottage built by Temple as his hone \sdiile his larger
residence was being constmcted on the hillside above.

Criteria for Evaluation

The Blackinton Historical District, the mogst intact 19th centmy mill connunity

in North Adams with well-preserved examples of residential, industrial, and
ecclesiastical architectiire, retains int~rity of setting, design, location, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association with a leading North Adars industrialist., .i.s®
The district thus fulfills Criteria A, B, and C of the National Roister of

Historic Places.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Indicate each item on inventory foimwhich i s being continued bel ow
Verbal Boundary Description and Justification f

The boundaries of the Bl ackinton Historic District were drawn to include a grouping of

intact mll-related stmctures al ong Massachusetts Avenue i nwestern North Adans.

Together, the single m ||, two chiirches, conpany store, stylish housing for m |l owners

and managers and nore nodest dwelling forworkers reflect the tjTpe of cohesive industrial

cannunity that characterized 19th century North Adans. See attached sketch nmap. (Scale: 1" =
200")

Specifically, beginningat the intersection of Ashton Avenue and t he Boston Z Mai ne

Railroad andtraveling northeasterly alongthe eastem side of Ashton Avenue (t he

western lot line of the Blackinton Mill, 1476 Massachusetts Avenue), thence turning

right onto Massachusetts Avenue andfollowing the southerncurb line tothe intersection

of Massachusetts Avenue and Vod Street; thence crossing Massachusetts Avenue and e

following the eastern curb line of Vdod Street to the northern (rear) | ot line of ' J'e

1443 Massachusetts Avenue; thence turning at the northem (rear) lot [ine of 1443 N

Massachusetts Avenue andtraveling totherear ot line of 1391 Massachusetts Avenue.

Then turning at aright angle andtraveling northeasterly alongthe westem (side)

lot line of Qne Church Hill; tum ng at aright angle andtraveling easterly alongthe

rear lot lines of properties onthenorth side of Church Hill tothe northem (side) «;

lot line of 25 Doanes Lane andcrossing tothe northern (side) | ot line of Four Doanes

Lane, thence tumi r™ and proceeding northeasterly alongthe west (side) lot |ine of '

1315 Massachi asetts Avenue; thence turning at aright angle and proceeding al ongthe

rear lot line of 1315 Massach;isetts Avneue t o t he east (side)lot line of sane; traveling

south along the east (side) lot line of 1315 Massachiisetts Avenue t o t he northern

curb line of Massachusetts Avenue; thence turning at aright angle and proceedi ng

northwesterly along the northem curbline of Massachusetts Avenue t ot he sout hwestern

corner of 1413 Massachusetts Avenue; thence crossing Massachusetts Avenue t ot he north-

eastern corner of 1422 Massachusetts Avenue; proceedingto the southeastem (rear) ,

comer of 1422 Massachusetts Avenue, tinmng at aright angle and proceedingal ong

rear lot lines tothe southwesterncorner of 1434 Massachusetts Avenue; thence timiing

at aright angle and traveling southwesterly along the eastern (side) | ot line of 1476

Massachusetts Avenue t o the tracks of the Boston & Maine Railroad. Then turningand

following the northern tracks of therailroad alongthe back |ot [ine of 1476 —

Massachusetts Avenue t o Ashton Avenue. t . V!

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



Area DI/1,

NORTH ADAVIS MRA
DISTRICT DATA SHEET
BLACKINTON HISTORIC DISTRICT

ML # Map # Historic Nare Street Address Date of Style
Construction
m T George Hopkins House 1 Church Hill 1888 ltalianate
2 2 Church Hill 1888 Queen Anne
N1 3 Church Hill ca. 1880-1890 Queen Anne
[ Temple House barn 4 Doanes Lane ca. 1870, NC
with mid 20th c.
alterations
4 25 Doanes Lane ca. 1880-1890 Queen Anne
‘ S Davies House 5 Church Hill ca. 1880-1890 Queen Anne
288 6 Monroe Temple House 1315 Mass. Ave. 1858 Italianate
7 Monroe Temple Cottage 1337 Mass. Ave. ca. 1856 Gothic Revival
289 8 W. A. Hopkins House 1349 Mass. Ave. 1872 Italianate
A 1361 Mass. Ave. ca. 1960-1970 NC
290 9 Union Church 1379 Mass. Ave. 1871 Gothic Revival
291 10 William Blackinton 1391 Mass. Ave. ca. 1850 Greek Revival
House
292 n John P. Blackinton 1413 Mass. Ave. 1880 Stick Style
House
293 12 First Sanford 1431 Mass. Ave. ca. 1850 Greek Revival

Blackinton House

294 13 Wells-Archer House 1443 Mass. Ave. 1832 Federal/ltalia



Area D/2,

NORTH ADAVS MRA
DISTRICT DATA SHEET
BLACKINTON HISTORIC DISTRICT

M # Mep # Historic Name Street Address Date of Style
Construction
[ 1422 Mass. Ave. ca. 1840 Greek Revival
282 li;- 1428 Mass. Ave. ca. 1840 Greek Revival
283 1434 Mass. Ave. ca. 1840 Greek Revival
285 St. Andrew's Chapel 1438 Mass. Ave. 1905 Gothic
284 Blackinton Company 1446 Mass. Ave. 1839 Greek Revival
Store
Blackinton Mill 1476 Mass. Ave. 1872 with 1908 Italianate
and 1917 additions Industrial
Blackinton Mill 1476 Mass. Ave. 4.mid 20th c. NC

Office
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BERWICK MAINE 03901
Area Code 207 - 69S-1100

THEX NO. 94-4494

June 10, 1985

Ns. Vallerie A Talfnage L e
Executive Director ?
Sate Hstoric Preservation Officer

80 Boylston Street . oo
Boston, M\ 02116 , : v )

Dear M. Tal nage:

W hereby certify that Berkshire KG Associates isthe ower of the
properthI ocated at 1476 Massachusetts Avenue, Bl ackington HD, North
Adans, Massachusetts. This property islocated within the North Adens

Mil'tiple Resource Area.

In addition, we hereby object toinclusion of thisHprope_rty in the
National Register inaccordance with theNational Hstoric Preservation

At Anendnents of 1980 and Federal Regul ations 36 GFR Part 60.

D | an
General Par ﬁgr

Rchard H Gl dberg
General Partner

SIAIE G- M NE
CQONY & YK

Wtness that on this the 10thday of June 1985, that Leonard D Kapl an,
. ﬁneral Part ner andFiAchard H Gl doer g, Gener al Partner, didappear
efore ne )

err.
fJotary Publit



