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4/27/84 DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The San Bernardino Main Post Office is an Italianate Beax-Arts inspired structure. The 
architects made extensive use of cast terracotta ornament, some of which was glazed with 
bright blue and green. The central arcade on the front elevation was a conventional way 
of monumentalizing the structure.

LOCAL CONTEXT

San Bernardino is an incorporated community with a 1982 population of 106,500. When 
the town was founded in 1841, the economy was based on the citrus industry, which 
supported the area for almost a century. Urban sprawl came to San Bernardino in the 
1950s; today, little architecture from the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries remains,

No archaeologic or paleontologic resources are known to exist within or adjacent to the 
subject property. Subsurface investigation or additional research do not appear to be 
justified.

The site was previously occupied by four wood frame houses, with a total interior area 
of roughly six thousand square feet.

The building has two stories and a full basement. It is constructed of reinforced poured
concrete and is topped with a red tile roof. Specific features of note include:
0 Acanthus leaf pattern terracotta tile capitals and voussoirs on intrados of arches

on front arcade;
0 Seven-bayed groin-vaulted entrance vestibule; 
0 Second-floor balcony with wrought iron railing.

The surrounding land uses are primarily commerical; the post office is three blocks north­ 
east of the San Bernardino Civic Center.

The portion of the roof facing the main elevation is pitched, and covered with red terra­ 
cotta tiles. The workroom is covered with a flat asphalt compostition roof. A dentil mold­ 
ing expresses the interior second-floor lines. The rigid symmetry of the facade indicates 
the structure's Beaux-Arts parentage, though the detailing and roof treatment give it a 
Mediterranean /Italianate feeling.

The lobby has plaster walls and a gray and white marble wainscoting, and the workroom 
retains its hardwood floor.

ALTERATIONS
The building is in excellent structural condition and is well maintained. The only modi­ 
fication visible from the exterior is the replacement of the original wooden doors with 
aluminum frame glass doors. The lobby has been extensively remodeled. The orginial 
lockboxes and service counter have been removed, and bays of new lockboxes have been 
installed. A metal and glass partition separates the lockboxes and self-service area from 
the new service counters.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building is a good example of the federal building program in the 1930s, which re­ 
sulted from a simple acceleration of the Keyes-EIIiot Act of 1926. The building is a locally 
important example of early twentieth century architecture, in a town with few surviving 
buildings dating before 1950.

ARCHITECTURE

The San Bernardino Downtown Station is a stylistically ambiguous blending of Mediter­ 
ranean and Renaissance Revival ornamental motifs, applied to a classical box. The 
second story federal offices have access to a large veranda, which is currently unused. 
This building is actually on the margin between the small-scale combined federal build­ 
ing/post office, and the large buildings constructed in Los Angeles and San Francisco; 
and the structure^ is less monumental than the urban post office/courthouse building 
type in both size and scale. The building is one of a very few which have survived 
from the first half of this century in San Bernardino, and it therefore contributes to 
the continuity of the urban fabric more than it would in a town with a more active 
preservation movement. Its local significance is increased due to the paucity of sur­ 
viving buildings from the 1930s and earlier in San Bernardino. The building has re­ 
tained substantial integrity of location, design, materials, and workmanship, and the 
alterations to the public lobby have not significantly impaired the integrity of the 
interior spaces.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The site is on the northeast corner of the intersection of 5th Street and D street 
in the City of San Berrnardino. It has a 200-foot frontage on 5th Street, with an 
approximate 213.5' frontage on D Street, and its eastern border.
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