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1. Name

historic Chilcdren's Villace of the rnartford

orrhan ssvlum

¢ . ] e p
and/or common N1 ldrents Villaee

2. Location

1580 slrany svenue
street & number v

N/A_ not for publication

o s
zervices

city, town llartford Mvicinity of congressional district l.s t
state Jornnecticut code OC county Lhartford code 003
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district ___ public X __ occupied ____ agriculture ____ museum
_X building(s) _X_ private —__ unoccupied ____ commercial ___ park
— structure ___ both —work in progress . educational ___ private residence
____ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment ___ religious
____ object ____in process _X vyes: restricted ____government . scientific
___ being considered ____ yes: unrestricted ___industrial transportation
N/A ___no —__ military _#_other: >OC.

4. Owner of Property

name Chilédren's cervices of Connecticut
street & number 1580 slbany svenue
city,town  Hartford N/A_ vicinity of state Connecticunt

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. City and Town Clerk, Municipal PBuildine, Room 104

street & number 2550 'ain Street

city, town Hartford

state Connecticut

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

. State Register of Historic Flaces

title has this property been determined elegible? ___ _yes x no

date 1980

— federal _X state ___ county ___ local

depository for survey records Conniecticyut S istorical

Cormmission

city, town Hartford

state Connecticut




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X __excellent _ deteriorated ____ unaltered x original site
___good —__ruins _X_altered ___moved date
- fair —___ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Ihe Children's Villace of the ~artford Orphan asyvlum (now Child and Family
Services, Inc.), consists of eirht buildines clustered about a central
rectansular ereen on a northwest/southeast axis. (Map 1). Situvated in a
park-like settine at the corner of nlkany and [loomfield Avenues in
nartford, the property undulates cently downhill to the rark iZiver. The
component buildines are roughly rectancular in plan. Construction mater-
ials are of red brick in a variation of the american or stretcher tond,
relisved by an occasional hlue or cdark-colored brick. Gahle roofs s cover—
ed with large rectancular shineles of wsrayv-ereen slate, are hroken by
varyings combinatjons of transverse gahles and shed dorm~rs creatine a
strikin= appearance., (lhotoeraph l). An access road en01rcles the comnlex
with the exception of the Keeney House to the northwards. &4 tree-lined
¢rive allows vehicular traffic to enter the erounds from Albhanv Avenue on
thhe southeast,

Fenestration throuzhout the Children's Villare is complex. “indows are of
douhle-hune sash, with either 5-over-l, 5-over-5, S-over-l, or 3-over-56
light comblnatnons. windows are placed elther alHElV or 1n egroups of two
or thres. shutters are emrellished with pierced dec1gns of rabhits, stars,
potted trees, or sailhtoats, one desizn bheing used consistently for each
house or cottarce., The overall effect is picturesque in comhination with
the roof treatment.

Ihe irumbull-kobinson Zouse, formerly the Administration buildine, closes
the green at the southeast end., (Map 1, Zuilding A). & pable roof with
rounded cdormers is intersected at either =nd by wines with eable roofs.

&~ porch occupies the space between these two wines., To the south, an ad-
dition desiened in 1948 by Schultz and Goodwin, architects, continues the
roofline of the main buildings. attached to the roof of this wine is a
shed dormer faced in slate. (Fhotosraph 2). &n auditorium i1, th2 central
portion of the building has an elaborate half-timbered ceiline with orie-
inal lizhtine fixtures. (Fhotosraph 3).

Froceedine in a clockwise direction from the Trumbull-lkohinson House, the
first building on the western side of the Green is the Hillyer Touse. (liap
1, Luildine i), The Hillyer House roof has a shed dormer with projectine
rables of differine size. [he dormer is faced in the same slate material
as the roof, (fhotoecraph 4). The entry, which faces the ereen, is derived
from adam Style models, Sideliehts with leaded class ranes and pilasters
supportineg an open-hed pediment and an arch with keystone anc¢ fan desien,
distinguish this doorway. The door is panelled, with leaded ¢lass windows.
(thotorsraph 5). & wine at the rear has a zahle-foofed portico over the
entrance repeatine many of these characteristics, with the addition of an
elliptical fanlight over the door., [he door itself has been replaced. (thoto-
eraph 5). The interior retains an oriscinal fireplace and mantelpiece in

the Lirector's office. (Fhotoeraph 7).

Jewell ilouse and fFerkins House define the remeinder of the western side of
the =zreen, (l.ap l, Zuildines G and F). The roof of the Jewell louse has a
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small shed dormer with eables at either end, slate-faced, An open porch
surrounds the entry. (Fhotoeraph 8). The Ferkins House is differentiated
by a much loneser shed dormer pierced by a projectine ecable in the center
and flanked by larrer sables at either encd. The central esable has an
attractive blincd arch above its window, decorated with a radiatine fan
desien in wood. an enclosed entry projects sliehtly from the buildine

to the left of center. (fFhotograph 9).

Closing the northwest corner of the green is the Cooley-Williams House,

a cornvalescent cottace built in 1928, (fap 1, buildine L). & larse, cable-
roofed central section is flanked on either side by eable-roofed wines,

A shed dormer alone the inside of both wines and center, is bhroken only
by a hay window with hipped roof ahove the entrance. The entrance itself
is within an arcacde. »t the outside of the wines, shed cdormers are pierced
by eables. wnclosed sun porches are placed on wines extendins from ejther
end., (Fhotoeraph 10). Lanterns of open metal lattice-work lieht the porch
enclosed by the arcade, (Fhotosrarh 11).

Un the eastern side, the esreein is hoarded by the (Goodwin and lfrainerd
Houses, (Map 1, huildines C and ). The Coodwin touse is almost a cdup-
licate of the lerkins House across the ereen, with a shed dormer flanked
ty laree cahles and interrupted by a central ecable. (Ihotooraph 12). The
rrainard tdouse is similar, thoueh different in detail., The shed dormer
has projectine rahbles at either end, the northern one protrudine farther,
Ho central eahble is present. ~t the south end of the buildine is an oren
porch and a small eahble, & hrick addition of 1963 is unortrusive, (Fhoto-
eraph 13). ihe doorway of the lrainard llonse is quite distinct from those
of the other houses, althouch utilizine many of the same détails. (Fhoto-
sraph 14), .indow shutters are pierced with a rahbhit-shaped desien, ¢jf-
ferine from the star, potted tree, and¢ sailboat patterns which are vsed
on the other cottares, (rhotoeraph 15).

Ihe ieeney liouse is not on the ereen, btut is located to the northwarcds

of the others., The expanse of the roof is penetrated only hy small dor-
mars and a small cahle roof over the entrance, luside, a laree room sjimi-
lar to the sucditorium, but wvithout helf-timberine, currently serves as

a =ymnasium, (ihotoeraph 16, (ap 1, ‘uildine L),

ine Children's Villaee is set 111 laree open srounds with wide exranses

of exass, [he ereen, eunclosed hy Miildines on all sicdes, has two rows

of maple trees raneed alone the northwest/sontheast axis. Flanteé close
to the buildines are numerous ornamental tress and shruhs, (Fhotorraph
17). Gutside of the Trumhull-hohinson DousSe, & sienpost greets visitors,
heearine a sheet-metal representation of the Children's Villaee with cdeco-
rative wrousht-iron scrollvork, (ithotoeraph 10). The jimpression created
is thet of a self-contained, rural community,



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric _____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion

—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —___conservation — law ___science

__1500-1599 ____ agricuiture ____economics ___ literature __ sculpture

____1600-1699 _X _architecture __ education — military X _social/

- 1700-1799 ____ art ____engineering —___ music humanitarian

—1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater

X 1900- _____communications ___industry ____ politics/government ____ transportation
____invention ____ other (specify)

Specific dates ] 993.]1925, 1928  Builder/Architect qro5yenor Atterbury

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

fhe Children's Villarce of the partford Crphan asylum wvas constructed at

the heienht of popularity of the 'icottare system" or plan for the care of
dependent children, and erticulates this philosophy in its desien. In
contrast to the earlier 'conecrecate system,' whick emphasized communal
livine arrarements, the '"cottaece system" stressed individual treatment

of children in an atmosphere as home-like as possible., The provision of
cottaces in a villare settine met this need, “hile on a much smaller

scale than Children's Villaces in .vew York state, the Bartford Children's
Yillaqe came nearer to the conceptual ideal., (Criterion &). [he work of
Grosvenor Atterbury, a town planner and architect, the villare complex
utilizes desiens tased on Enzlish vernacular country architecture, .hile
using similar architectural elements, each huildine in the villace is
digtinct in desien. Unity is expressed throueh the use of common materials,
brick ancd slate, and a common mocest, residential scale. Ihe overall effect

ff thelgillage 1s harmonious ancd aesthetic., (Criterion C). (thotocraphs
and . '

Fhe current institution operatine the Children's Village, Child@ and Fam-
ily services, Inc., is the product of a series of mereers between various
arencies concerned with the welfare of children. Its orieins may be traced
to the Female Lenefjcent Society, founded in 1219 for the welfare of fe-
male children, and theliartforﬁ Orphan sasylum, chartered in 1833 for the
care of male children.” *Foth oreanizations relied on local protestant
churches for suprort, and stressed relieious instruction. In 1835, a for-
mer school buildine on ‘‘ashineton Street in Hartford was donated éo the
vdartford Orphan asylum. The Female Leneficent Society and the Wartfor@
Urphan asylum merzed in 1855 under t%e latter name, and continued to ise
the ‘Jashineton Street orphan asylum,<-« ’ o

The orph§n asylum in Fartford was part of widespread, jinternational social
reforms in the 19th-century, Formerly, orrhaned chiléren were £91eoa£ed

to poorhouses or almshouses whare they mineled with paupers >thémm;ntailv
ill, the.deéf, and the blind, Ey the early l9th-centurv Suéh ﬁfaféiceé
were beglpnlng to be recoenized as a social evil, The éélufionlﬁas to>create
Separate institutions for different groups: Urphan Asylums, Insae Aevlum% ‘
§cnoqls for the deaf and tlind, ete. The Fartford Institution for tﬁé‘*;;%
in 1817, and the Hartford uUrphan 4sylum were both products of this réfgfm.
movement, providine alternatives to placement in almshouses, 3.

fhe orphan asylum not only caterecd to the needs of children who had lost both
parents, hut also assisted sinele-parent families when the survivine spouse
proved incapable of providines for the children. “ven complete family units

sufferine i :
U rine economic hardship could avail themselves of the services of an
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List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
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organization Connecticut Historical Commission _ date ¢/2¢/50
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
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orphan asylum, The Civil War, the stresses of a cyclical economy, and rapricd
urban erowth, combined to supply ample numbers of children to the asylum. 4.
Release was made either to the family when judeed capable of carine for the
child, or to local trademen or craftsmen throueh the apprenticeship system
for males, Female children were often indentured to families as domestic
servants. 5.

In 1879, overcrowding at the Washington Street asvlum led to the construction
of a new facility on Futnam Street. A laree brick buildine in the GQueen Anne
style, the new asylum offered accomodations for 150 boys and eirls, Dormjtory
livineg, seerepated by sex, and communal dinine were provided by this '"conere-
eate" institution. Unlike the earlier asylum on Washineton Street, h/ o ever,
children were sent to a public school nearby to lesson the effects of insti-
tutionalization, 6.

Ey the turn of the century, the ''cottarge system" was introduced into the
United States as an alternative to the ''conereesate system" used in asylums
throuehout the country,., Fased on zuropean and tnelish models, the cottage
system soucht to minimize the effects of institutionalization by placine
children in small units similar to homes, Children's Villares, consistine

of clusters of individual cottares, were constructed in New York at Hastines-
on-Hudson about 1900, and at Dobb's Ferry besinning about 1904,%°*Foth erew

to laree assemblages containine dozens of cottaeges, The attention of the
child welfare community was drawn to the cottage plan throueh the publica-
tions of Dr. H.H.Reeder and H.H.Hart, How Two Hundred Children Live and Learn,
and Cottage and Congregate Institutions, respectively., 9.

Lncouraeed by favorable reports on the cottape system, the trustees of the
dartford Orphan asylum in 1911 built a cottase for girls at the Putnam
Street asylum. The success of this experiment with the cottaee plan led
the trustees to endorse the system and plan a new orphan asylum built on
the cottage plan. In 1919, property on the outskirts of Hartford was ac-
quired, hew York architect and town planner Crosvenor Atterbury was chosen
to desien the Children's Villare, perhaps on the advice of H.H.Yart, with
whom correspondence was carried on in 1922, Ground was broken in 1923, and
the villaege completed by 1925, with the exception of the Cooley-Wjilliams
tiouse, or Convalescent Cottage, built in 1928, 10,

Atterbury had had useful experience in the desiesn of planned communities,
most notable of which was Indian Hill, built for the Norton Company of
Jorcester, Massachusetts during 1915-1916 and in the succeedine years. 1ll.
Some design featuresat the Children's Villare in Hartford also appear in
Worcester: steeply pitched, slate roofs with shed dormers. A contemporary
description is revealing of the aesthetic principles:

"Slate was chosen for the roofing material because of its economy, its
fire-resistine qualities, and because the color is eood in itself,

The roof material is the same throurshout, as we have said, to brine
uriity into the composition, where a collection of houses can be seen

all torether and from a distance, this common bond between the indi-
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vidual units is of the greatest value; it is like the family resemblance
that marks them all one kindred: it is like the soldier cap that trans-
forms the gane of boys into a reesiment., Only by this and similar evidences
of collective planning can there be produced dienity and carryine power
in an agereration of which the units taken sinely, must be too small or
too insienificant to be effective., 12,

The slate roofs of the Hartford Children's Village perform a similar uni-
fyine effect. The expanse of steeply pitched roofs dominate the appearance
of the village as seen from a distance. (FPhotosraph 1). Reinfarcing the unity
and harmony of composition is the use of brick and the relatively modest
residential scale of the cottages or houses, Skillful use of variations on
the same desien theme- transverse gables and gabled dormers intersectine

the roofline and shed dormers- differentjiates the cottaeces from one another,
In sunliebt, the projectine architectural elements anc their shadows con-
trast vividly with the bhrieht slate roofs. In the tension between the uni-
fyvine effect of materials and scale and the fraementation caused by the in-
terplay of lieht and shade from the eahles, an aesthetic result is achievecd,

The architect has responded to the challenre of creatine a home-like en-
vironment by evoking the illusion of individual homes in the context of a
village settine. The use of a revival style derived from Ynelish rural dom-
estic architecture intensifies the illusion. This style, with its use of
brick and slate buildineg materials, is common throughout the suburban areas
fringine Hartford. A popular choice amone homeowners of the 1920s, it is
appropriate for the Children's Villarge, strenegthenine its impression of
domesticity. This is further enhanced by spacious erounds, which serve to
demarcate the villaee clearly. The Fark River, albany and Floomfield Avenues
form natural boundaries within which open fields surround the villare on
all sides, heiehtenine the sense of a rural community,

In smaller details, each cottare is distinct: doors and fittines, shutters
with pierced desiens, porches and exterior liehts, all reflect individualized
treatment. Many such details are indebted to the principles of the Handicraft
movement, inspired by the Enelish artist William Morris. (See Fhotosraphs 3,
11, and 15 In America, the FRoycrofters and others led the Handicraft move-
ment, affecting the desi?n of many vtilitarian objects,

The Children's Villase explicates well the purposes of its founders, Stress-
ine individual care and treatment for each child, the '"cottase system" implied
the creation of dwelline units as small as practicahle, to duplicate the con-
ditions of a home, In the small scale of its houses and of the village jtself
it succeds in conveyine this impression. In contrast to the enormous Children's
Villaees of hew York, with populations of several hundred or more, the Fartford
facility's averace dallv population was less than 100, Children wpra sent to
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public school and allowed to participate in outside activities such as the
Foy and Girl Scouts, in order to inteerate them into the community at larre,
Grosvenor Atterbury, the architect of the Children's Villaee, has devised
varied treatment of the cottages to provide individual identities for each.
Hieh quality of desien and workmanship is evident in the construction of

the Children's Village, Moreover, the impact of the ensemhle of buildines
has been carefully thought out, yieldine a result which transcends the
comporent parts.
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