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Town | pswich
Address 47 County Street
Hi storic Nane Benjam n G ant House
Wse: Original residence

Present resi dence

Omership:Ixl Private individual
Private organization

Public

Original owner Rpnjamin Hrant

Present owner Chester Stone
CESCH PT1 ON
Dat e r. 17.\S

Source Waters |
Style early Second Peri od
Architect
Exterior wall fabric asbestos shingle
Outbui 1dings®

Major alterations (with dates)

siding (20th century)

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 1p.;c; than nnp arrP

Setting refirtenti3l

UM Ref erence: 19/ 349580/ 4726480

(Staple additional sheets here)
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ARCH TECTURAL SN FI CANCE  (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate i nterms of other buildings within community)

The Benjamin Gant House i sa 2 1/2 story end-gable structure with alarge cen-

tral chimmey. It consists of a oneroomdeep front sectionwith arear lean-to.
Its five bay facade i sslightly asymetrical. Despitethealteration of asbestos
siding, it i sanexcellent exanple of anearly eighteenth century house which

retains many of its original features.

HSTARCAL SSGNFH CANCE (explain therole owters played i nlocal or state history
and howt he building relates t ot hedevel opment of t he community)

The Benjam n G ant possesses integrity of location, design, setting and work-
manship and significant associations witli theearly devel opnent of |psw ch.

Benjam n Gant bought this land i n1735 (71:128) and built hi s house. Gant, a
corporal, was killed i nthe French andIndian Vér i n1756. Joseph Ross, an ol d
Revol utionary Vér sol dier, bought the house i n1784, andit remained i n his
famly until the md-20th century.

Mich of the original finish remains visible i nthe house andit islikely that
nore survives hi dden behind thewalls. Qe chanber chimey wal | has an unusual
conmbination of feather-edge panelling at the sides andraised field panelling
over thefireplace.

The central chimey was rebuilt above t heroof [evel i n1978. This house i s

protected by preservation easements, under a Preservation Agreenent between
the owner andthe I pswich Historical GConm ssion.

BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REHFEHRENCES

T.F Waters, Ipswich inthe Mass. Bay Col ony, vol. |, p. 449, vol. [, p. 777
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9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheets

UM NO \EHHD
10. Geographical Data ACREAGE NOT A" IMB

Acreage of nominated property approx. 1500

Quadrangle name Ipswi ch Quadrangle scale 1: 24000

UMT References
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Verfoal boundary description and justification
See continuation sheets and attached naps

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state A, code county code

state code county code

11- Form Prepared By
Margaret Welden

nameftile Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator with Edward Zimmer
(Ipswich Historical Commission)

oganization Massachusetts Historical Comm. dete April 1980
drest & numba 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-84 70
city or town Boston state M assachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated signi,ficance of this propecty within the state is:
national state lorai

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set fpptnpy the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signatun

Mg Executive Director. Massachusetts Historical GCardge

Far HORS ue only
1 hereby certify that this property is Included in the National Register

sper 9" the National Register
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property
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