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1. Name of Property
liistoric name Athol High School

other names/site number  Athol Regional Junior High School

2. Location

street & number 494 School Street not for publication
city or town  Athol vicinity
state  Massachusetts code MA county  Worcester code 027 zip code 01331

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property _v/ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

national statewide v/|ocal
Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, SHPO, MA Historical Commission Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Parl< Service Certification
hereby pertify that this property is:

. entered in the National Register . determined eligible for the National Register
determined not eligible for the National Register . removed from the National Register
other (explai/

21N 11

ignature of the Keeper Date of Action
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.) (Do not Include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

X private X building(s) 1 0 buildings
public - Local district 0 0 district
public - State site 0 0 site
public - Federal structure 2 0 structure

object i 0 0 object
3 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) listed in the National Register
N/A None

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.) (Enter categories from instructions.)
Education, school Vacant/Not in Use

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.) (Enter categories from instructions.)
Art Deco foundation:  Concrete

walls:  Brick, stone, concrete

roof: Asphalt

other:
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The Athol High Schodl in Athol, Worcester County, Massachustts is aflat-roofed, H-plan building composed of two
1915 s=dtions (formerly the added wings of an 1832 Sructure on the Ste) and amain centra block and reer additions
(1937) to the 1915 wings (Photograph 1). The building is Sted on adight rise from Schoal Street, south of the Millers
River and the Springfidld Termind railroad tracks, the building is gpproximatdy Vi mile south and west of Athol's center.
The surrounding neighborhood is mostly composad of single and multi-family houses from the late 19th cantury
(Photograph 7). A low granite wall on the property separates the front lawn of the building from the Sdewak and is a
contributing resource; the wall predates the 1937 condruction, and likely dates to the 1890s Directly behind (north) the
building, the land risesrdatively segply and ismostly wooded.  Two concrete-tie retaining walls a the reer, which dete
to 1937, ds0 comprise acontributing structure.

Narrative Description

The Athol High Schod islocated on School Street in Athol, Worcester County, Massachusetts, about ahalf mile fromthe
town center. The H-plan dructure condgsof a centrd 1937 section and two Sde wingswhich origindly dated to 1915.
The 1915 wings hed originally bean added to acentrd section dating to 1892, which was demadlished in 1937 for the new
centrd section. A gymnasum section, dso dating to 1937, is on the rear of oneof the wings. Severd late 19" century
resdences ae till extant in the neighborhood, while the areajust north of the schodl is wooded.

The entire building istwo gories with araised besament, and is of load-bearing brick congtruction, with awarm red brick
exterior. The recessad main block, which hes acentrd entrance and two mgjor bays on each Sde, is flanked on both ddes
by projecting 3-bay wings. These 1915 sactions on the eedt and west Sdes of the building were renovated extengively in
1937 when the new central section and additions were condructed, o thet their original festures ae virtualy
unrecognizable, except for their footprint. All of the building festures an Art Deco design that was popular in the 1930s
All three sctions have asmple b tcourse that ddinestesthe besamat leve from the first story, and unomamented
coping, alater dteration, marks the top of therooflineof al sections

The main centrd block hes acentra entrance with two bays of windowsflankingeech sde. The main entrance projects
dightly from the main fafade, with granite curbing and segps (Photograph 6). The limestone architrave around the
entrance isrdatively unomamented, but features the schodl's later name, "Athol Junior High School/Athol Royaston
Regiond Schod Didtrict,” in apand abovethe door. The pand formerly displayed the origind neme, "Athol High
Schoadl." The pedimeant features carved, geometrica floral Art Deco motifsand isframed by egg-and-dart molding. Paired
glassand duminum-frame doors are recesssd in the limestone-framed entrance. Simple wood pilagtersflank the doors
which have atransom above Above the centrd entrance isatall, narrow window with duminum sseh and wide concrete
Seppad surround, which extends to the roofline. The surround is ormamented with vertica and horizontal grooving,
typica of Art Deoo and Art Modeme styles. The centra block's rooflineis broken by a stepped pargpet, with a round
meddlion that contains acarving of the town sedl. Therooflineis different from the origind 1937 faBede; a photograph
from 1949 dhows thet the roofline rose ebove thefl ankingwings and was cgopad with aflat, wide limestone coping with
vertica grooves

The bayson each sde of the entrance feature banks of four windows, which are sgparated by pandsof brickswith black
and blue hues The windows are /1 duminum sseh, st within asmple limestone surround. Conarete heedars with degp
horizonta grooves frame the top of the banks of windows Thewindow openings in the besament level are separated by
red-brick pands, and ae currently covered with wood pands A Smple sone bdtcourse ddineatesthe besamant leve
from thefirst gory, while Smple sone or concrete coping, amore recant dteration, marks the roofiine.
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The projecting eest and west wings haveidentica fenestration on the front facades, smilar in arangemat and Syletothe
centrd block. Thewindows in the first and sscond gories are st in two banks of window openings, with three windows
sparated by apand of black and blue bricks. Mogt of the windows are 11 double-hung duminum sseh, while a amdl
number have duminum sseh with a 122 duminum hopper opening. The original window seeh gopear to have been 12/12
wood double-hung seeh on the first and second stories, and 88 wood double-hung seeh on the besamatt leve.

Thewes wing of the building is on agranite and limestone foundation: the southem portion of the wing, which dates to
1915, isonthe granite foundafion (Photograph 5). The portion of the wing & the rear, condructed in 1937, rests onthe
limegtone foundation. The west evation of the wing is nearly identicd to the front fafade, with acentrd projecting
entrancefl ankedby two bays of windows on either dde that are the same arangemeant as the front facade, with the
exception that the windows are in benks of four rather then three. The entrance is aso Smilar to the front centrd entrance,
dthough it hes more smpligtic geomeric floral carvings in the pediment, and the name of the schodl isnat carved into the
done Immediatdy south of the entrance bay are samdl, narrow windowsin the first and second story. These windows
contain /1 duminum sseh within asmple limestone surround.

Similar to the west wing, the eest wing of the building rests on a 1915 granite and a 1937 limestone foundation
(Photograph 2). The eest Sde hes acentrd entranceidenticd to the west devation of the west wing, and the southern bay
hes the same window fenegtration found in the southern bay of the west wing. In the northem section of the bay is the
gymnasum section that was added in 1937. The northem section of the wing isfive bays wide, with the centered bays
projecting dightly from the building plane. The raised besamat leve hes sngle windows that have bean covered with
wood pands Thefirst gory dso hes windows within asmple limestone surround, which have bean covered with wood
pands Thelarge windows in the second gtory, where the gymnasum islocated, contain 30/40 fixed panes witha
cantered hopper-gyle duminum window. The windows have alimestone lintel. The windows in the projecting bay are
sgparated by apand of black and blue bricks, and havefive duminum vents immediately below the windows and brick

pands

The rear, or north, devation of the building contains the additionsto the 1915 eest and west wings and reex of the centrd
section (Photographs 3, 4). In the west Sde, there are no openings in the besement and first story. The ssoond ory
contains aberk of three windows, with 11 duminum saeh, st within asmple limestone surround. Thefirst and second
dories of the central section have two satsof benks of four windows, with /1 duminum seeh, st within asmple
limegtone surround. Unlike the front and dSde devations of the building, the reer does not fegture the pands of black and
blue bricks betwean the windows. The central section ao hes aprojecting section on the eedt, with abrick anokestack
and 11 duminumrsash windows on the north and west devation of this projection. Thewindows in the first and ssoond
dories are s within Smple limestone surrounds. A limestone beltcourse runs aoross the devation of the building between
the besamant andfirst-storylevds, with the exception of the gymnasium wing, which does not have abdtcourse

The eestan sde of the reer devation is much larger, as it houses the gymnasium. It hes four of the gymnasum windows
in the canter of thewing, and isblind a the besamat andfirst-storylevels. An entrancein the westem part of the
devation, on thefirst gory, isacoessed by admple ded darcase Entrances ae d<o located in the eegten Sde, on the
first and seoond gories, which are connected by asmple, open ged daircase A saiesof onegoryflat-roof edadditions
ae in the arook betwean the gymnasum area and centrd section.

Interior

The interior plan of the building fegtures latera centrd corridorswith dassooms on both Sdes, and Sairways a the front
centrd entrance and at the eedt and west ends of the respective eedt and west wings. Thethreelevd interior is compasd
of a besament level, which contains ancillary functions such s laboratories, cafeteria, and locker rooms; afirst gory leve
with eght dassrooms and two offices, and the ssocond fioor, smilar in layout to the first floor, dthough it contains no
offices. Thegymnasum isin the northeest section of the building and istwo dories in height.

Themain corridorsof eech floor have linoleum-cladfl oorsand amoath linoleum wainscoting (Photograph 11). The walls
ae intergparsed with metd lockers betwean the dassroom doors. These dassroom doors are typically sngle wood- pand
with nine lights and atransom above. More recent doors are wood with asngle vertical window. The centra dairway hes
ashort run of geps, which leedsto both thefirst floor and besement from the front central entrance. The Sairway festures
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admple mdd railing, with aternating plain and tumed metd bauders (Photograph 10). The treads are covered with
lindeum at thefir stfloor and rubber in the area leading to the basamant. A chair lift has bemn ingalled in this dairway.
Theeed and wet dairways have a woad railing with smple wood balugers the treeds are covered with rubber
(Photograph 19). An interior doarway separates each dairway from the corridors Thexinterior doorways have paired
woad doors framed by multipane transom and Sddights (Photograph 12). Some of the doars are Smple wood- frame
with full gass pands while atha's have a half glasspand in the uppa part of the doar (Photograph 20). Lighting
throughaout thefloor siscompaosed of hangingfluor escentlighting, with some safety lighting in the hallways and basamant
(Photogr aphs 8,16).

The basamat levd haslowe celings than thefir stand ssoondfloor s(Photograph 17). Thefir stand ssoond celling
hdghts gppear to be intact: some rooms have decarative tin cailings, dthough theseare only s in the 1915 sdtions
(Photograph 15). The mgjority of the rooms have plain pleger cdlings (Photograph 13). Thercomsall have smple
woad trim around the bassboards windows and bladkboards Every dassoom has built-in shdves a dosgts that do
have the plain wood trim (Photograph 15). Some dassrooms alo reain the original radiators and covers (Photograph
9).

Qupply raoms for bodks with built-in shdves arelocated outsde the maarity of the dassooms The main festure of the
fir stfloor isthe gymnasum/auditorium in the northeest corner of the building. This gpace has a wood parquet floor tiled
walls and woaod bleachers dong the west wall. Sarage goaoss are behind and undemesth the bleachers Along the eesem
dde of theraom isa woad gage with a prosoenium arch framed by mdded wood panding andflutedwoad pilagers
(Photograph 14). Flooring thraughout thefir stfloorisa mix of woodflooringand aress that have bean covered with
lindeum and carpeting (Photographs 8, 9,13).

The ssoond floor islaid out dmogt identicaly to thefirst floor plan, except that the gymnasium is not open to this floor.
Skylightsilluminate the centra corridor, and there isalocker dcove centered in the north Sde. The sscond floor dso
contains the library in the north sde, with built-in shelves and raised-pand  bookcases (Photograph 16). The ssoond floor
dasrooms d0 contain sgparate dorage goenss for books smilar to those found on the first floor. Flooring throughout
the ssoond floor isamix of wood flooring, and aress that have bean covered with linoleum and carpeting.

The besemeant leve contains oaces for laboratories, acafeteria (Photograph 18), and two locker rooms. The locker
rooms have tiled wals andfl oors,and sgparate shower goaces Thislevd isdso where sarvice goeoss are located, auch a8
the dectrica room, boiler room, and janitorial supply rooms

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtes are known on the schodl property, Stesmay be present. Two andat Stesare
recorded in the generd area(within gpproximately one mile). A single ancient Native American ste (19-WR-398) is
reportedly located gpproximatdy 1,725 feet (526 meters) northeest of the school, downdope from it, onthe north Sde of
the Millers River. The Ste isrecorded as achipped gone scatter, and according to the ste form, neither the artifact types
nor gte location hed bean confirmed & the time the form wes prepared.  The second Ste—an isolated gpat find (19-WR-
734)— wes reported on afloodplai nknoll in the Tully River wetlands gpproximately 5,350 feet (1,631 meters)
west/northwest of the school. The gpat find wes agray quartz flake. Thisste isdso located well downdope from the
schod and north of the Millers River a its confluence with Tully Creek.

Environmentd characterigtics of the schodl property represant locationd criteria (dope, soil drainege, proximity to
wetlands) that are favorable for the presance of andient Native American Stes. The schoal oocupies awedl-drained, leve
to moderatdy doping, high riverine terrace in dose proximity to wetlands Soils dong Schoal Street and immediatdy
surrounding the schoal are generdly sandy and formed on glacid outwash plains and dream tarraces. North and
downdope of the schodl to Main Stredt, land surfaces are gegply doped and soils are extremdy sony. The Millers River
islocated less than 1,000 feet north of the schoal. An intermittent drainege lies approximeatdy 863 feet (263 meters) eest
of the schoal. The entire town of Athol lieswithin the Millers River drainage, part of the larger Connecticut River

dranage
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In spite of the information presented above, the potentia for locating significant ancient Native American resources on the
schodl property islow. Only the level to moderatdy doping terraced area north of School Street is sengitive for andent
Native American resources. The gegply doped and extremdy gory area north of the schoal to Main Street hes alow
sengtivity for andent Stes. School condruction (1852, 1892, 1915, 1937), landscape features (wakways, aooess roads,
retaining walls), and utilities would have destroyed any potentia andient Native American resources that might have bean
presat in the area The extant schoal tructure, which hes a besemant, covers neerly the entire terraced areaunorth of
Schod Stredt. The remiaining portion of the terraced area surrounding the schoadl hes logt integrity due to ingtalation of
the landscepe features and utilities described above Few, if any, andent Stesin the region occupy high riverine tarrece
landforms similar to the Athol High Schod location.

The potentid for locating significant historic archasologica resources on the schod property isdso low. Condruction of
the extant schodl building, landscaping, landscape features, and utilities would have destroyed any historic archaeologica
resources that predated school congtruction in 1915 and 1937. The extant school building is centrdized on the buildeble
portion of the high riverineterrace. Any structurd evidence from the 1852 wood-frame schoal or 1892 sructure have
bean destroyed by schod congtruction. No bams, gables outbuildings, or occupationd-rdated fegtures (trash pits,
privies, wells) have bemn identified with any of the schodl buildings. Although someof these sructures were likely
presant, especidly with the 1852 schooal, they too were do likely destroyed by congtruction of the exigting facility.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

A
[ ]
. B
Cc
° D

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Worcester, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from Instructions.)

Education,
Architecture

Period of Significance

1915-1960

Significant Dates
19151937

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

NA

Cultural Affiliation
NA

Architect/Builder

Funk and Wilcox, 1915

J. Williams Beal and Sons, 1937
Leand B. Taylor (builder) 1937
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Period of Significance (justification)

The period of sgnificance of 1915-1960 reflectsthe earliest date of congmction of the building (the 1915 wings) to the
National Regider cut-off date of 50 yearsfrom the date of the nomination.

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

The Athol High Schod retains integrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, fedling, and assodaion, and
fulfills National Regiger Criteria A and C with alocal leve of sgnificance. The Ste was home to the town's only high
schodl for over 100 years, chronicling the town's regponse to educationd neads and population growth over the course of
uccessve building episodes As such, the schodl is eligible under Criterion A for its assodiaion with the Town of Athol's
efforts in public education. The building is one of nine 19*' and early 20*' century buildings remaining in the town thet
represant public education endeavors  In its current configuration, the Athol High Schoal building isthe product of two
building gpisodes The dde wingswere built in 1915 on either Sde of an 1892 schoal building. The 1892 building, in
tum, was replaced in 1937 by the present centrd block. The 1915 wingswere dso modified in 1937. The school wesd<o
expanded during this renovation, with additiond dassooms, agymnasum, and cafeteria added to the north of the
building. The building sarved as Athol's only high school until 1957, when it became the Junior High and Middle Schooal.
The current building is dso significant under Criterion A for its assodaion with the Public Works Adminigtration in the
19305 a5 apat of the New Ded and its community-basad simulus condruction projects. The building dso meats
Criterion C as an excdlent example of Art Deco schodl architecture, with awell-preserved interior and exterior, and for
its assodation with the BagtonHbesad architecture firms of Funk and Wilcox and J. Williams Bed and Sons The Art Deco
design was acommon gyle for educationd buildingsin the early 20™ century, and the schodl dandsout as one of only
threeexamples of Art Deco architecture in the town of Athal.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)
Public education efforts in Athol

The Massachusatts Condtitution established education as aprimary god for towns within the Commonwedth. The 1780
Condiitution gated "it shdl bethe duty of the legidatures and magidrates, in al future periods of the Commonwedth, to
cherish the interegts of ...public school and grammar schodls in the towns.” Athol, apredominantly rurd community in
ealy 19*' century Massachusetts, followed other towns in the Satein regards to public education.' However, in Athol the
first schoolhouses were built in 1766; one on West Hill, and the other a 1850 Flessant Street. Neither building is till
ganding. By 1774, the town had six schools and wes divided into Schodl Didricts or "Squedrons.” Two didricts were
located north of the Millers River, and four digtrictswere south of the river. By 1850, there were thirteen schod didtricts,
and therefore 13 sgparate schodl buildings. During the 1870s and 18805 Athol was becoming amore industrid
community, thus increesing the population & arapid rate. The town developed abuilding program in 1889 that
congructed four new public schodls within the next five years™ These schodls included the Main Streat School, Highland
Schooal, Lake Pak School, and the High School. In 1909 the district sysem wes abolished, which resulted in the dosure
of saverd of the remaining one-room schoolhouses.

The location of Athol's high school hes bean at this Ste snce 1856. Parentsin Athol hed been sending their childrento
private acadamies qauch as New Sdem Academy, the Powers Indtitute, and Athol Academy, for secondary education since
the erly 19th century. However, adatelaw pessed in 1827 required thet towns with more than 500 househodlds provide a
high schod for the community; and in 1855, the Sate canaus indicated that Athol had apopulation of 2,395, presumably
resulting in more than 500 househdds” Accordingly, anumber of discussions and medtings were hdd to detemine the

' Massachusetts Constitution, Chapter V, Section I1.

"WiWizmG.Lord, History ofAthol, Massachusetts, 1953, pg. 64.

A Abdract of the Gaaus of the Commonwedth of Massachusdtls 1855, Frand's Deitt, Seadary of the Commonwedth, Bogton,
William White Printer. (1857)
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location of the high schoal. A dispute between the residents of the Upper Village and the Lower Village led to a bitter
battle over the location. Findly, & the town medting in May 1856, adose vote determined the current location of the
proposed schod in the Upper Village" A two-acre parcd of land was purchesed from Rebecca Kendall. Thefirsthigh
schodl wes asmdl, wood-frame building, designed by the architecture firm of Skirmer and Bigelow a acost of $2575.
Thisbuilding hdd two grammar school rooms on thefirst floor and the high school on the second floor. The schodlhouse
sarved &s the high schoal until 1892, when it wiss determined that more goece wes nesded for the ever- growing
population. The origina building was then rd ocated just down the Sreet to 440 Schoal Street, where it wes ussd for
multifamily housing until it wes desroyed by firein 1956.

The brick building congructed in 1892 on this site contained 10 rooms for the sudents At the time of its congtruction, it
waes thought that "none of the living would see this building obsolete or inedequiate for the neads of Athol."" Yetin 1915,
it wes determined that the building was too amdl for the 200 pupils thet were utilizing it. The resdents voted to expand
the building, and d<o build the Riverbend Junior High Schodl, located & 174 Riverbend Street two blocks avay. The
Baogton firm of Funk and Wilcox designed the new additions to the high school, and Athol resdent Ldand B. Taylor wes
sHedted a8 contractor. Two-dory esdt and west wingswith besaments were added, as well as new boiler and dectrica
sysems When the building was completed at acost of $50,000, it could accommodate 450 students

The town's ne=d to build the new high schoal on Schod Strest in 1892 and to expand itin 1915 to accommoddte ever
more pupils can be attributed to the dynamic growth that Athol wes experiencing in these decades The degefor Athol's
growth was st in the 18705 when the naturd water power manufacturing advantages conferred on the town by the
Millers River were augmented by the congtruction of two railroad connections. Theserailroad connections were theline
betwean Athol and Springfield, which was gpened in 1870, and the congtruction of the Fitchburg Railroad through Athol
to the Hoosac Tunnd and the Berkshires in 1879. In subsequent years, severd manufacturing concems established
thriving factoriesin central Athol, including the L.S. Starrett Company/Athol Machine Company, which mede quality
precison tools; the Union Twist Drill Company, which mede twist drills and high-grade gear and milling cutters, and the
Lee Brothers Shoe Company/Legs Shoe Factory. Other large manufacturing businessesinduded Raymond's Seeh ad
Blind Factory, which weas located a adisance southeedt of central Athol, on Water Street/Lake Ellis Road.

Overdl, the devdopment of trangportation infrastructure, manufacturing plants, and commerdid busnesses mede Athol
an economic canter for this region of Massachusdtts a the tum of the 20* century. The indudtrid activities atracted new
businessinvestment and provided jobs for workers who moved to the areg, increasing the town's population and thereby
creafing aned for expanded schodl facilities. The Town's decison to locate the 1892 high schod building on the Ste of
the eaxrlier schoal, adte that the town dreedy owned, may have a0 bean influenced by the rlatively centra geographic
location of the dte within the town's boundaries. Its centrd location would be the most convenient ane for al of Athol's
high schod gudents Another factor may have bean the eamnargance of the Schodl Streat neighborhood as adesireble ad
growing residentia quarter for Athol. Thisneghborhood was well-pogtioned in the late 19* century for residentia
devdopment, due to its location on the south dSde of the Miller River, a& adight digance from the established commercia
canter dong Main Street on the north Sde of the river. The location was convenient to both Main Stret and the Athol
railroad depot, and successful maenegars and business ownears were building large resdences on Schodl Street by a leegt
the early 1890s These housssinduded the one & 166 Schod Strest (extant) owned by George W. Bishop, Roadmedter
for the Fitchburg Railroad, and another a 503 Schodl Strest (extant) that was the home of lumber deder Willard Newton
The esablishment of a dreet railway dong Schod Strest in 1894 would have mede the neighborhood accessble for
further devdopment as asregtcar suburb within the town, which gopears to be borne out by the somewhat maore modest
houses that are located in the blocks south of Allen Street. Good transportation links to downtown businesses ad
workplaces, dong with the documented growth of Athol's indudtries in the first two decades of the 20* century, likely led

William G. Lord, Higory of Athol. Massadhusetts 1953, pg. 66. After conalitation with the Athol Public Library Referaoe
librarian ad locd resdenthigorian, the boundaies of "Upper Village' ad "Lower Village' coud nat ke daemined. They ae
presumed to corespond to the hilltop location and uoper envirans of the area surounding the high schod site (Upper Village), ad
the lower-levd neghbarhoods to thewest and to the narth (Lower Village).

" Abdract of the Gaaus of the Commonwedth of Massadhuesdtls 1855, Frands Dewitt, Seardary of the Commonwedth, Bogton,
William White Printer. (1857)
Kober\J\i\o\sk\, Images ofAmerica: Athol Massachusetts, \999,pg. 19
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to the devdopment of additiond resdencesin this neighborhood and throughout town, resulting in the need for the
congtruction of the school's wingsin 1915 to accommodate alarger school population.

Funk and Wilcox and Ldand B. Taylor

George Funk and William Wilcox, the architects of the 1915 wings, desgned anumber of public buildings around the
tum of the century. The mgjority of these buildings were in Bogion and the surrounding area, and indluded a number of
fire gations and thesters Of particular nate are the Somerville Theatre (NRMRA) (1914) in Somerville, the Srand
Theetre (1918) in Boston, and the Weare Thedtre (1920) in Beverly. The firm dso desgned buildingsin Athol, including
the Athol Seoond Unitarian Church and the Commercid House-Leonard Hotel. The Athol High Schoadl isthe only high
schodl building known to have bean designed by the firm, dthough they were respongble for the Sareh Greerwood
Elementary Schodl in Bogton. Leland B. Taylor was an Athol resdent who constmcted severd buildings in the areg,
including the Memorid Building and the Starrett Block, and worked with Funk and Wilcox on the Commercid House-
Leonard Hotdl.

Public Works Adminigtration Program

By the 19305 the town continued to grow and educationd gods hed changed, resulting in the nesd for expandon ad
improvements In addition, the physica facilities provided by the 1892 high schod building were then 40 yeersold and
likely conddered obsolete in terms of goatid planning and generd condition. The schoal board sought to improve auch
departments as budness, home economics, and the physica educafion program” The availability of funding assigance
fromthe Fedard Govenmeant would haveincressad the feasibility of the town improving its schoal buildings during the
economic hard times of the Great Depression, when on October 28, 1936, the School Committee received notice thet the
Fedad Public Works Administration (PWA) offered to contribute up to $212,850 toward the construction of a Junior-
Senior High Schoal. A town meeting held days later discussad the nesds for better dassrooms, [aboratory, auditorium, and
gymnasum facilitiesin the high school. At amedting a the end of Novermber, the town determined thet it would need to
rase ebout $300,000, of which 45% would be provided by the Fedard grant. The baance wes to be raised by the Town
Tressury on a20-yeer bond. At this same November medting, the town voted to use the PWA grant in order to add to the
exiging High Schod and Riverbend Junior High Schodl, rather than congtruct an entirdly new building.

The PWA program wes part of Presdent Franklin D. Roosevdt's New Ded reforms during the Grest Depresson. Crested
in 1933, the program provided severd billion dollars for new congruction of public facilifies such as arports, housng
devdopments, hospitds, and schools. Through these congtruction projects, the PWA was seen as an dtempt to revive the
American economy by providing employment and improving the morde of the American public during the Great
Depresson. Bawean July 1933 and March 1939, the PWA program funded over 34,000 projects, including 70% of the
schoals and one-third of the hospita's congtructed during this paiod” Unfortunately, while the program supplied over $6
billion in Sx years, the congruction work did not significantly improve the economic condition in America, or reduce the
unemployment rate.' However, it did provide the govemment with an opportunity to distribute funds a the locd levd to
meke the attempt to improveloca economies, and provided the nation with many public buildings that still exist today.

The PWA issmilar to the WPA (Works Progress Adminigtration), as both funded the congtruction of public buildings,
bridges, ad railroads. However, the WPA dso employed artidts, actors, and writers as part of the Fedard Thedler Project,
Federd Art Project, and Fedard Wiriters Project. Additionally, WPA projects usad welfare lebor for relief purposes In
contradt, PWA work was completed by contractors who hired their own hep and paid union wages™ or where wege rates
were not officially st by law, the project owner wes reguired to confer with labor advisors in regiona PWA offices and

" Annud Report of the Town of Athol, Report of the School Committes, Decermber 31, 1937.

" The Heanor Roosevdt Pepers”"Public Works Adminidtration.” Teaching Eleanor Roosevdt, ed. by Allida Black, June Hopkins,

. a. (Hyde Pak, New York: Eleenor Rooseveh Nadond Higtoric Site, 2003). http:/Mww.nps.gov/archiveldra/glossary/pwahtm

[Accessed February 17, 2009].
' The Heanor Roosevdt Papars"Public Works Adminigtration.” Teeching Eleanor Roosevdt, ed. by Allida Black, June Hopkins, et.
al. (Hyde Park, New Y ork: Eleanor Roosevdt Nationd Historic Site, 2003). http:/Mww.nps.gov/archive/dro/glossary/pwahtm
[Accessed Feruary 17, 2009].

Waker C. Brown, r/ie Traracnp/, duly 31, 1935.
10



Athol High School Worcester, MA
Name of Property County and State

egablish minimum wege rates that took collective agreameantsinto consideration, as well as wage rates actudly paid in the
vicinity for amilar work." Athol hed anumber of WPA prgjectsin the late 1930sand early 1940s Some of these
induded sdewdk repairs, the ingdlation of a septic sygem a the town infirmary, bookbinding, sewing, repairs to the
schodls, improvements to the cemeteries, and beautification projects. A WPA  project in 1938 induded adding a retaining
wall behind the new high school. Heavy rains hed |eft the egp dopeto the reer of the schod susoeptible to alanddide.
The Athol PFlanning Board and WPA Prgjects Committee alotted $18,000 for labor and $1462.50 for materids, ad

would employ 50 men for & leest four months The retaining wall was condructed of concrete ties and encirded 50 feet of
the dope a the rear of the school. A similar wall was condructed hafway up the hill as well. Smdl grubs ad tresswere
dso planted into the dopeto prevent future eroson.”

J. Williams Bed and Sors

Shortly after the 1937 town mesfings, J Williams Bed and Sons of Bosion were sHected as the project architects. The
firm dso desgned, among other buildings, the Bogon University (Huntington) Theetre in Boston, aresdentid area
known as Harriswood Cresoent (NR)  (1890) and other housesin the Roxbury section of Bogton, an goartment house in
the Allston-Brighton area, and Eliot Congregetiond Church in Roxbury (NR) (1873)™. The firm wes dso reponsble for
anumber of municipa buildings, including the Dyer Memorid Library in Abington (1932), the Wapole Town Hall (NR)
(1881)," and the US. Pogt Office in Rockland (1932). Additionadlly, the firm is credited with anumber of school
buildings such &s the King Street Grammar Schodl in Hanover (1889), the Calvin Coolidge High Schodl in Mdrose (NR)
(1898), and the Northampton Public High Schodl (1939).

During the congtruction, high school students hed to attend dasses a the Riverbend Junior High Schoal, two blocks avay
a 174 Riverbend Stret. 1n 1937, just before the high schodl reopened, the Town of Athol switched over to the 6-3-3 plan
on atwdvegrade program. Under this plan, grades one through six were in the dementary schoodls gredes seven, eight,
and ninein the junior high school, and grades ten, deven, and twdvewere in the senior high school. Many citiesand
towns in Massachusatts as well as acrass the country, were adopting this plan a the time. With the congtruction of the
new high schodl and adoption of a new educationd plan, Athol was dearly concemed about the education of its younger
citizens.

The new building was compossd of the 1915 wingsthat hed bean added to the 1892 schodl building, and anew centra
section, rear wings, and gymnasum. The remodeing/congtruction project areated function-specific goeoes, including
laboratories for chemidry, physics and biology, asawing room, acafeteriathat could hold up to 200 dudents, an
auditorium/gymnasium with locker rooms and showers and alibrary and sudy hall. The building wes desgned in the Art
Dexo gyle, popular in the 1930sfor inditutional and commercid buildings, but arare example of the stylein Athol. The
1915 wings were dtered to adgpt to the more modern architecturd style, and the footprint of the schod chenged, as the
new gymnasum added asignificant amount of souare footage to the eestem sdeof the building, behind the origind esdt
wing.

By 1955, Athol'spopulation hed reeched its peek of 12,186 residents, due largdly to its confinued indugtrid growth. In
1956, the town of Athol joined with the neighboring town of Royagton to form the Athol-Royadston Schod Didtrict, due
to the latter's smdler schodl-age population. With this consolidation and a conssquent increesein Sudents the town
condructed anew high school a 2363 Main Sreet in Athol & the same time. The origina high schodl wes then lessed by
Athol to the Schod District for use as aJunior High Schodl. It remained the Junior High and Middle Schod until 2003,
when the building wes vacated.

At presant, the building is being converted to senior housing usng Federd and State higtoric tax credits, and its
rehabilitation will met the Secretary of the Interior's Sandardsfor Rehabilitation. The rehabilitation will convert the

" Public Buildings Architecture Under the Public Waks Adminigration 1933-39 Va. 1, pece X.
Athol Daily News, July 28,1938.
Harrisvood Gresoat Nationd Regiger Nomingtion, 1986,
"Eliot Congregetiondl Church Nationdl Regiser Nomination 1994,
Wapde Toan Hal Nationd Regiger Nomingtion 1981
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numerous dassooms to individual gpartment units, but will retain the wide corridors and the center and dde Sairways.
The gymnasium/auditorium section will be divided intotwo sgperatefl oorsin order to reuse this goece for additiond
goatments Neoessary code and accessibility upgradeswill be incorporated into the building and its Site, but these
upgrades have bean designed to be as sendtive as possible to the important character-defining dements of the building
ad itsdte

Higtory of Athol's Schodl Building Efforts

The earliest schoadl buildings congtructed in themid 18* through early 19 century were usudly oneroom buildings and
likely very primitive. Thetown voted in 1763 to raise gpproximately 13 pounds to provide itsfirst school.”* Ambitious
schodl building congtruction did not begin until the mid- to late-19* century. Of note are twelve public schodl buildings,
including the High Schooal, which were recorded on Masssechusdtts Historical Commission inventory formshby the Athol
Historica Commission in the late 1970s Those schodl buildings that were inventoried were congructed between 1827
and 1928.

One-room schoolhouses typified the schoal building typein Athal in the early tomid 19 century. The eerliest inventoried
schodhouse in Athol, the Athol Center Didtrict Schoolhouse #1 (MHC # ATH.20), was condructed in 1827 on Morse
Face There ae reports of a schoolhouse in South Athol condructed in the 1830s, but this building was destroyed by fire
in 1916 The Chesnut Hill Schoodlhouse (MHC #ATH.I 1), located & 925 Chestnut Hill Avenue, wes built in 1850 and
was ussd as aschoolhouse until 1905, roughly around thefimethe schod digtrict sygem was abolished. This schodl
building does not gppear to be extant. The Old Flessant Srest Schod (MHC  # ATH.23) was condructed in 1857 on what
is now the Route 2 bypass The New Sherbom Schodlhouse (MHC  # ATH.22) wes condructed ca 1869. In the late 19*-
century, with an expanding population and changing views towards education, the one-room schoohouse became less
common.

Larger schod buildings became anecessity in the late 19 century, adirect result of the increesing Sudent population. In
1873 the 2/2-gory Athol Poor Farm Schoolhouse (MHC # ATH.9) was condructed a 1125 Templeton Roed. Its name
derived from its location a the reer of the Wefare House 1n 1887, the town voted to buy land from AmosL. Cheney ad
build the Hapgood Schod (MHC # ATH.46) & 415 Hagpgood Street. The pared wes originally aburiad ground. The
Highland Schod (MHC #ATH. 32) was condructed ca 1880 on Main Stret, above Uptown Common. The building was
designed in the Gresk Revivad yle, gpparently the only schodl building in Athol designed in this manner.

A building program, developed in 1889, congmcted four new public schodls within the next five years. What followed
wes asaiesof larger two- and three-qtory brick schod buildings, typically with square or rectangular plans. These
schodls induded the Main Strest School, Highland Schoal, Lake Pak School, and the High Schoal. Thefirst of these wes
the Main Strest Grade School (MHC  # ATH.78), condructed in 1889 & the intersection of Cand and Main Strests The
schoolhouse saved the lower downtown part of Athol until 1967, when the Flessant Strest Elementary Schodl opened.
Condructed in 1890, the Highland Grade Schod (MHC # MHC.77) was located on Auburn Place, but was demdlishedin
1981. The building sarved the Athol Center areauas agrade schodl until 1967, when the more modem Fleesant Street
Blementary Schod opened. The Lake Park Schoaol was condructed in 1894; the Site of the building is now achildren's

playground.

Another wave of congtrucfion commencad in the early 20 century. During thistime, the Riverbend Junior High School,
Ellen Bigdow School, Sandersand Siiver Leke Schodls and the Lyman Ward Grade School were congructed. The
Riverbend Junior High Schod wes condructed in 1915, and the Bigdow Schod wes likely congtructed around the same
time. Both of these buildingswere designed in the Colonid Revivd style. They have similar symmetrica facades brick
congruction, and gone trim. The Riverbend Junior High Schod feetures 3-bay wingsthat bear a striking ressmblance to
the 1915 wings on the Athol High School. The Sandas Siret and Silver Leke Schodls (MHC  # ATH.49) were both
condructed in 1919, and each hed addifions in 1922. A short time later, the Lyman Ward Grade Schodl (MHC #ATH.79)
was condructed in 1928 on Main Siredt.

Lilley B. QusneV, Athol Meassechusdtts Pedt and Presart, 1899, pg. 123-124.
" Lord, 84-85.
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More modem congtmction took place in the mid- to late-20* century, with the High Schodl condructed in 1957 and the
Junior High Schodl condructed in 1967. Both buildings are located on Flessant Street, and till sarve Athol as the High
School and Junior High Schodl today.

Sausof Extant Athol Schodl Buildings

Of the inventoried schod buildings, an esfimated nine are still ganding. Mogt of these have had mgor dterations, and
only three are till utilized as schoal buildings. Many of the inventoried former schod buildings have been converted into
goartments or single-family resdences, while the Main Srest Schod hes bean converted into office gpace

The Athol Center Didtrict Schoolhouse #1 (1827) wes later converted into the SL. Morse Manufacturing and Curry Shop,
and isnow asingle-family resdence The Old Ressant Strest Schodl (1857) wias moved to its current location a 599 New
Sherborn Roed in 1955 and converted to resdences. The New Sherborn Schoolhouse (1869) wes converted to residences
in 1909, when the Schod District sysem wes abolished. The Athol Poor Farm Schoolhouse (1873) was moved ad
dtered to beoome acarriage barn and shop for the Welfare House™ The Highland Schodl (1880) and the Hapgood Schoal
(1887) were converted into gpartmentsin 1940 and 1973, respectively. The Main Strest School (1889) gopears to be the
only schodl building converted into offices; it was used as the Human Savices Center and is now the Environmentd
Center." Despite efforts to use the abandoned Lyman Ward Schodl as apolice heedguartersin 2003, it gopears the
building is currently vacant™'

Only the Riverbend Junior High Schod (1915), the Bigdlow Schod (ca 1915), and the Sandars Strest Schodl (1919) ae
still used &8 schoal buildings. The Riverbend Junior High Schoadl was the first and only Junior High Schoadl in Athol unfil
1957, when the new High Schodl was condructed and the old High Schoal wes converted in the Athol-Royd ston Junior
High Schoal. At thistimethe Riverbend Schodl became agrammar school. The Riverbend and Sandars Srest schodls are
both sfill sarving as dementary schools, while the Bigelow Schod saves as the town's atemafive schoal .

Architecturd Context

The Art Deco style was popular during the late 1920sand the 19305 and emphadzed geometric pattamnsthat were ether
angular or curvilinear. The style stressed hard-edged, strong geometric pattems, enhanced by strong, bold colorsand
forms. Thedementsof this style are ssan in the contrast of warm red and black and blue bricks, and in the degp vertical
and horizonta grooves thet adorn the window and door surrounds: Animal and plant formsin ahighly stylized desgn are
dso typica of the style, and are displayed on the building's entrances. While mary WPA project buildingswere
completed in this style, it gopears that the high schodl is arare example of the Art Deco sylein Athal.

Only two other known Art Deco buildings are found in Athol: the Garbose Building and the Y orke Theatre. The Garbose
Building a 407-413 Main Stret was condructed in 1926 and was designed by Carroll Saint Hilaire and Albert J. Smith.
The building was origindly usad as adore, dentig office, and photography studio. The Y orke Theetre was condructed in
1930 and wes a0 designed by Albert J. Smith. The building, located & 461-467 Main Stredt, saved as adance hall,
bowling dley, resaurant, and theeter. Unlike the Athol High Schoal, both buildings are condructed primarily of concrete
block, rather than brick. The Y orke Thestre istwo gories, with storefront windows on the first sory, and bends of
horizontal windows on the ssoond gtory. The fafade hes carved Art Deco motifs, such as geometricd floral shgpes ad
caved verticd grooves dong each window and entry opening. Both of these daments are smilar to those Art Deco
features found on the Athol High School. Similarly, the Garbase Building is dso two gories in height, with a concrete
block feBede and blonde-brick Sde eevation. It hes modem storefront windows on the first gory and wood-framed

" Robat Tuhdski, Imeges of Americar Athol, Massadhusdtts 1999, pg. 29.

" Massadhusdits Departmant of Reregtion and Consarvaion: Athal Reconmeissance Repart, Saing 2008, hittp://athal -

magov/docsAtholHLIReport.pdf. (Accessed 19 Feruary 2009)

7 Warceder Tdegran and Gazete "End of Sation Bresk: 55yegr wait doses for nawv Athol HQ." 7, March 2007.

http/Avwwy allideardhivescom/aimeav-enforoement-corredtionsllaw-palice-foroes|620658- .html. (Acoessed 19 Fearuery 2009)
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windows on the ssoond story. The faBede dso hes carved Art Deoo daments but its metal comice and dentils differ from
the Imple cag-gone comice that wes originally onthe Athol High Schodl building.
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31, lot 161.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The boundary isdrawn to include the entire lot historically assodated with the Athol High School.
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(Note: These photographs were taken with a 6.2 megapixel digital camera at high resolution and printed on HP Premium
Plus Photo Pgper using HP gray photo pigmented inks per the National Park Service March 2008 Photo Policy Expansion
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Index to Photographs:

Photograph 001 View of south facade, facing northwest.

Photograph 002 View of eest wing, and partial view of south facade, facing west.

Photograph 003:  View of east wing, north elevation, facing west.

Photograph 004  View of north elevation, facing south.

Photograph 005 View of west elevation, facing northeast.

Photograph 006 View of south (central main) entrance, facing north.

Photograph 007:  View of south facade from High Stret, facing north.

Photograph 008  View of northwest classroom onfirst floor, facing northwest.

Photograph 009:  View of paneled partition in classroom on north side, first floor, facing northwest.

Photograph 010 View of central entrance on south facade from half-landing of central stairway on first floor, facing
south.

Photograph Oil  View of main corridor of first floor from central stairway, facing east.

Photograph 012 View of interior doors at east wing stairway onfirst floor, facing east.

Photograph 013  View of classroom in southeast corner of first floor, facing southeast.

Photograph 014 View of gymnasium and stage onfirst floor, facing southwest.

Photograph 015  View of classroom i n southwest corner of second floor, facing northeast.

Photograph 016 View of library on second floor, facing southeast.

Photograph 017 View of center classroom on south side, basement level, facing northwest.

Photograph 018:  View of cafeteria on basement level, facing southwest.

Photograph 019 View up of east stairway from basement level landing, facing esst.

Photograph 020:  Vjew of east stairway entry doors to main corridor on basement level. facing esst.
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Fgure 2. Firg Hoor Flan

Fgure 3. Ssoond Hoor Plan '
Fgure4. Ground Hoor Flan
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Hgure 6. Athol High School, 1937 Classook ' A
Figure 7. Athol High School, 1949 Classbook K
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Figure 10. Sanbomn Map of Athol, Shest 6, March 1906

Fgure 11. Sanbom Map of Athol, Sheat 7, October 1911

Fgure 12. Sanbom Map of Athol, Shest 8, July 1917 BEANEEA
Fgure 13. Sanbom Map of Athol, Sheat 9, April 1925

Fgure 14. Sanbom Mep of Athol, Sheet 9, April 1925-dune 1936
Fgure 15. Sanbom Map of Athol, Sheat 9, April 1925-September 1949

Propaty Owner:

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Richard Hayden, Stratford Capital Group, LLC

street & number 100 Corporate Place, Suite 404 telephone 978-535-5600 x14

city ortown Peabody state MA Zip code_01960

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewvng the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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About your digital files:
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About your prints:

Printer make and modd: HP Photogmart 8050
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Ink: Hewlett Packard Vivera 95 and 100
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Figure 5. Athol High School, 1930 Classbook
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Figure 6. Athol High School, 1937 Classhook
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Figure 7. Athol High School, 1949 Classhook
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Figure 8. Athol High School Entrance, 1938 Classhook
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Figure 9. Athol High School Assembly Hall, A.H.S. Review 1917
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Figure 10. Sanbom Map of Athol, Sheet 6, March 1906
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Figure 11. Sanbom Map of Athol, Sheet 7, October 1911
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Figure 12. Sanbom Map of Athol, Sheat 8, July 1917
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Figure 13. Sanbom Map of Athol, Sheet 9, April 1925
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Figure 14. Sanbom Map of Athol, Sheet 9, April 1925-June 1936
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The Commonwedth of MasarhTRCHiS'

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

Decamber 29, 2010

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

National Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationd Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad please find the following nomination form:
Athol High School, 494 School Street, Athol (Worcester), MA

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the Siate Review Board and has been dgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commert.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massechusatts Historical Commission

Enclosure

cC. Anthony Brighenti, Chair, Board of Sdedmen
Jn R Greme Athol Higtoricd Commisson
Richard Hayden, Stratford Capitd Group, LLC
RitaWddh, VHB, Conaultant
Jon Lambet, Athol Flanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 « Fax: (617)727-5128
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc



