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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Twickenham Historic District is predominately residential, 
encompassing an area of approximately 12 blocks located near the 
center of Huntsville and containing some 300 structures.X The prin 
ciple of the Twickenham Historic District is that it recognizes 
that every period of architecture, old or recent, is worthy of respect 
and that it is beneficial to study the various periods side-by- 
side. The district itself is a museum of architecture spanning 
sixteen decades, containing all of the periods of architectural styles. 
A large percentage of the structures are architecturally noteworthy. 
They range from a two-room, two-story frame Federal, to large mansions 
of several periods. Styling details peculiar to all of the major 
American architects - Latrobe, Nichols, locally famous George Steele, 
Downing, Richardson, and Wright are easily discerned within the 
district* ̂ Some of the best houses date from the 1920's, having 
modest echoes of Greene & Greene.

A complete list of structures and a verbal boundry is included 
in the Addendum.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Twickenham Historic District contains a 
Huntsville's best 150-year-old architecture, excellent examples of 
the styles of homes built from 1840 to 1920, and was the residence 
of several prominent Alabamians.

In an effort to forestall the ultimate destruction of a part of 
historic Huntsville, several interested organizations banded together 
to request that the City Council create a historic district in order- 
to preserve intact an area which contained a large number of homes 
and churches constructed during the first half of the nineteenth 
century. With the aid of William Murtaugh, then Educational Director 
of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the boundries were 
defined in such a way as to encompass a living architectural museum 
of structures built: over a period of time from 1814 to 1972.

Twickenham, the name chosen for the district, was derived 
from the first official name given to the town when it was chosen as 
the county seat by a board of commissioners on July 5, 1810. Within 
the District there are fifty-eight homes of various architectural 
types built prior to 1860 that have been researched and identified. 
Nine of these homes were included in the Historic American Buildings 
Survey in 1935. The detailed plans of these structures are on file 
in the Library of Congress. Excellent examples of Gothic, Eastlake, 
and Queen Anne homes are also included in the District as well as 
modern homes.

The Twickenham Historic District can be classified as a * living 
museum of architecture" because all of its structures are currently 
occupied and are being used for_resldential or professional purposes.

Since the movement to establish a historical district began in ~~" 
1962, at least eight old homes have been purchased in the area. These 
have been restored or are in the process of being restored. One old 
residence of Clinton Avenue scheduled to be demolished by the Housing 
Authority has been purchased and redeveloped on a lot in the District. 
An effort is being made to make new construction within the district 
compatiable with existing buildings.

The Twickenham Historic District was officially created by 
ordinance of the City Council on March 23, 1972.
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ADDENDUM 

Verbal Description of District

Beginning at a point located at the int^s^ction of the 
centerlines of Franklin Street and Peter Fagan^^feg^ 'jth'ence, 
proceeding westerly along the centerline of Peter Fagan Creek, 
as it meanders, for a distance of approximately 210 feet to a 
point, said point is further described as being the southwest 
corner of Lot, b, Block 211: thence, proceeding northwesterly 
along the western boundary of Lot b, Block 211, and its ex 
tension, for a distance of approximately 359 feet to a point 
on the southern boundary of Lot c, Block 211; thence proceeding 
westerly along the southern boundary of Lot c, Block 211, for 
a distance of approximately 3 feet to the southwest corner of 
Lot c, Block 211; thence, proceeding northwesterly along the 
western boundaries of Lots c, b, and a, Block 211, and their 
extension for a distance of approximately 444 feet to the south 
west corner of Lot &d, Block 210; thence, proceeding north 
westerly along the western boundaries of ^ots 3d, 7d, 6d, and 
6c, Block 210, for a distance of approximately 4o£ feet to a 
point on the southern boundary of Lot 5, Block 210; thence, 
proceeding westerly along the southern boundary of Lot 5, Block- 
210 for a distance of approximately 20 feet to the south corner 
of Lot 5, Block 210; thence, proceeding northwesterly along 
the western boundaries of Lots 5 and 3, Block 210 and their 
extension, for a distance of approximately 229 feet to a point 
on the centerine of Williams Avenue; thence, proceeding north 
easterly along the centerline of Williams Avenue for a distance 
of approximately 200 feet to a point on the centerline of 
Franklin Street; thence, proceeding northwesterly along the 
centerline of Franklin Street for a distance of approximately 
715 feet to a point lying on the centerline of Eustis Avenue; 
thence, proceeding northeasterly along the centerline of Eustis 
Avenue for a distance of approximately 360 feet to a point on 
the centerline of Green Street; thence, proceeding northwesterly 
along the centerline of Green Street for a distance of approx 
imately 365 feet to a point on the centerline pf Randolph 
Avenue, thence, proceeding southwesterly along the centerline 
of Randolph Avenue for a distance of approximately 140 feet to 
the western boundary of Lot 2, Block 30, if extended; thence, 
proceeding northwesterly along the western boundary of Lot 2, 
Block 30, for a distance of approximately 177 feet" to the 
northwest corner of lot 2, Block 30; thence, proceeding north 
easterly along the northern boundaries of Lots 2 and 3, Block 
30 for a distance of approximately 140 feet to a point on the
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centerline of Green Street; thendejL TMv6t ceed"ihg tohthwesterly 
along the centerline of Green Stife^t §^[%NJ^tjxrJce of approx 
imately 5 feet to a point on the \J^tl^rigis^r<£Snd^fi/y of Lot 4, 
Block 31, if extended; thence, pro&^ding nor^feasterly along 
the northern boundaries of Lots 4, x^^n^r^Vv^iock 31, and 
Lots 1 and 2, Block 32 and the extensre»-Sl^t5ne northern bound 
ary of Lot 2, Block 32, to a point on the centerline of Lincoln 
Street; thence, proceeding northeasterly along the extension 
of the northern boundary of Lot 3, Block 333, and the northern 
boundaries of Lots 3, Block 333, and the northern boundaries 
at Lots 3, 6a, 7a, 9b, e, f, g, h, and 13, Block 333 for a 
distance of approximately 796 feet to a point on the centerline 
of Figures alley according to G. W. Jones & Sons map of the 
City of Huntsville, 1929, thence, proceeding northeasterly along 
the northern boundaries of Lots 3a, b 5, 7, 9, 12a, 12b, and 
13c, Block 332, and the extension of the northern boundary of 
Lot 13c, Block, 332, for a distance of approximately 399 feet 
to the centerline of Calhoun Street; thence, proceeding north 
easterly along the extension of the northern boundary of Lot 
12, Block 331, and the northern boundary of Lot 12, Block 331, 
and the southern boundaries of Lots 3, 4, 5, and 6, Block 331, 
and the extension of the southern boundary of Lot 6, Block 331, 
for a distance of approximately 49& feet to a point on the 
centerline of White Street; thence, proceeding"southeasterly 
along the centerline of Whifee Street for a distance of approxi 
mately 324 feet to a point on the centerline of Wells Avenue 
said point is further described as lying on the north boundary 
of the southeast quarter of Section 36, T3s, Rls; thence, pro 
ceeding east along the centerline of Wells Avenue and the north 
boundary of the southeast quarter of Section 36, T3s, RIE for 
a distance of approximately 199 feet to a point; thence, pro 
ceeding south along the eastern boundary of the Church of 
Christ Scienist property to the centerline of Eustis Avenue: 
thence, proceeding east along the centerline of Eustis Avenue 
to the centerline of California Street; thence, proceeding 
southerly along the centerline of California Street to a point 
on the northeast corner of Block 1, Moorman-Newman addition: 
thence, proceeding southwesterly along the northern boundaries 
of the lots along the north side of Newman Avenue for a 
distance of approximately 1929 feet to a point lying approxi 
mately 149 feet east of the centerline of"Adams Street: thence, 
proceeding southeasterly parallel to Adams Street for approxi 
mately 299 feet to a point on the centerline of Newman Avenue; 
thence, proceeding southwesterly along the centerline of 
Newman Avenue for a distance of' approximately 149 feet to the 
centerUne ol ^Adams Street; thence, proceeding south easterly
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along the centerline of Adams Street for a distance of approxi 
mately 130 feet to a point on the southern boundary of Lot 7, 
Block 206, if extended; thence, proceeding southwesterly along 
the extension of the southern boundary of Lot 7, Block 206, 
and the southern boundary of Lot 7, Block 206 for a distance 
of approximately 206 feet to the south corner of Lot 7, Block 
206, thence, proceeding northwesterly along western boundaries 
of Lots 7, 6b, 6a, and 5, Block 206 for a distance of approxi 
mately 1$4 feet, to a point on the southern boundary of Lot 3, 
Block 206, thence, proceeding south-westerly along the southern 
boundary of Lot 3, Block 206 and its extension for a distance 
of approximately 311 feet to a point on the centerline of 
South Green Street; thence, proceeding southeasterly along 
the centerline of South Green Street to the southern boundary 
of Lot 12, Block 203, if extended; thence, proceeding south 
westerly along the extension of the southern boundary of Lot 
12, Block 203, and the southern boundary of Lot 12, Block 203, 
to its intersection with the centerline of Peter Fagan Creek, 
thence, proceeding northerly and northwesterly along the 
centerline of Peter Fagan Creek, as it meanders to a point at 
the intersection of the centerlines of Peter Fagan Creek and 
Franklin Street, the point of beginning.
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