
Form 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
(Rev . 6-72) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL R E G I S T E R OF HISTORIC P L A C E S 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries complete applicable sections) 

fHo 60^012 
r, ,nr> 1 S T AT 

S T A T E ; 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y : 

B r i s t o l 

FOR NPS USE O N L Y 
E N T R Y D A T E 

— » B -
1. NAME 

C O M M O N : 

Por t Taber D i s t r i c t 
A N D ' O R H I S T O R I C : 

F o r t a t C l a r k ' s Po in t  
{2. LOCATION ~ 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Wharf Road (within Fort Rodman M i l i t a r y Reservatj 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

New Bedford 

C O N G R E S S ^ 

D i s t r i c t 
S T A T E 

Massachusetts 025 

C O U N T Y : 

B r i s t o l 005 
3. CLASSIFICATtON 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

[X| D i s f r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

• Site • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t • 

S P u b l i c 

• P r i v a t e 

• Both 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

1 1 In P rocess 

j 1 B e i n g Cons ide red 

1 1 Occup ied 

1 1 U noccup ied 

6c1 P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s r 

Y e s : 

511 R e s t r i c t e d 

1 1 U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

[~] Commerc io l 

r~] E d u c a t i o n a l 

[ I En te r ta inment 

[ 1 Government 

Q I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t o r y 

( 3 Museum 

^ Pork 

I I P r i v a t e Res idence 

I 1 R e l i g i o u s 

1 I S c i e n t i f i c 

Q Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

fXI Comments 

now being 
reha b i l i t a t e d 
for uses checked 

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

(I 

OWNER'S NAME: 

Custody of General Services Administration, Northeast Region 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Post Office and Courthouse 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 025 
LOCATfON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Planning Department, City of New Bedford 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Municipal Building, William Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

New Bedford 

RjPMStNtATION IN EXISTING S U R V E Y T 

Massachusetts 025 

Tl TUE OF SUR V E Y: 

Fort Taber H i s t o r i c a l Site 
D A T E OF S U R V E Y : A U g U S t , 1 9 7 2 • Fede ra l • State • Coun ty ( 2 L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Planning Department, City of New Bedford 

—r 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Municipal Building, William Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

New Bedford 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 025 



\ 7 D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t ^ Good Q Fo 

(Check One) 

I I Deteriorated Q Ruins [Z] Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• Altered S Unaltered 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved £ 1 Original Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P l - f Y S I C A l - A P P E A R A N C E 

The Fort Taber D i s t r i c t , located i n Fort Rodman M i l i t a r y Reservation on Clark 
Point, New Bedford, includes six s i g n i f i c a n t s t r u c t u r e s — F o r t Taber and f i v e 
major gun emplacements. Wharf Road, the primary access to the d i s t r i c t , 
p a r a l l e l s Battery Barton-Walcott (2), Battery Gaston and the f o r t i t s e l f ; a 
macadam road gives access to Battery Cross, Battery Craig and Battery Barton-
Walcott ( 1 ) ^ The area surrounding the d i s t r i c t consists of sea-level plain 
with scattered patches of grass and Austrian pine. A water treatment plant 
(not included i n t h i s submission) has recently been constructed at the t i p of 
Clark's Point, d i r e c t l y south-east of the f o r t . 

Fort Taber i s a seven-sided structure with a five-sided i n t e r i o r court. I t i 
three stories high, constructed of large, rectangular blocks of hand-cut granite 
set i n regular patterns. The depth of the f o r t from the exterior to the inteprior 
wall i s about f o r t y - f i v e feet; the t e r r e p l e i n consists of earth f i l l approxi 
mately two and one-half to four feet deepJ^ The seaward elevations of the f o r t 
(north-east, south-east and south sides) are broken by "Totten-class" embra­
sures, believed to be the only example of t h i s class of gunport i n the New 
England region. The landward elevation of the f o r t (north-west side) i s brokbn 
by musketry loopholes and a massive sally- p o r t (the only entrance to the stru:;- — 
ture) which i s flanked by p i l a s t e r s supporting an entablature and a low pedim^n-^ 
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The i n t e r i o r wall on four sides of the court consists of a series of large ar 
each one forming one side of an i n t e r i o r room with granite walls and an archeja 
brick c e i l i n g covered with mastic. These rooms were used for a r t i l l e r y de­
ployment and ammunition storage. The f i f t h (north-west) side, once used as 
barracks, has a rhythmic pattern of door and window openings which give out ohtc^ 
a balcony;supported by f l u t e d steel columns with l e a f - l i k e designs on the 
capitals. The i n t e r i o r walls of the f o r t are surrounded at the top by a steetL _ 
.cat-walk mounted on brackets. There are two i n t e r i o r s p i r a l stairways/ con­
structed of hand-cut triangular pieces of granite. The structure remains i n 
good repair, though a few granite blocks i n isolated sections have been pulle-
apart at the construction j o i n t s by the formation of ice during the winter 
months. • • : . : i. . i , . 

A l l f i v e gun emplacements are constructed of reinforced concrete with asphaltlLc 
expansion j o i n t s and are faced with earth; a l l have steel and iron hardware. 
Batterires Barton-Walcott (1) snd (2) were b u i l t i n 1898-99; ordnance consisted 
of one 8-inch disappearing r i f l e at each emplacement. Battery Gaston was buip-t 
i n 1899-1900; ordnance consisted of two 3-inch r a p i d - f i r e r i f l e s on balanced-
p i l l a r mounts. Batteries Craig and Cross were b u i l t between 1899 and 1901; 
ordnance at each emplacement consisted of two 5-inch r a p i d - f i r e r i f l e s mounte^ 
on barbette-carriages. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

Sf: 

et 

$n 

PERIOD fChecfc One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n ! - • 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

S 18th Centu ry 

^ 19th Century 

S 20th Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E { S ) ( I f A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1 8 6 1 , 1 8 9 8 - 1 9 0 1 

AREAS OF SI.GNI F.IC ANC E ("Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

( 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

[ I A g r i c u l t u r e 

I 1 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

[~~) Commerce 

Q Communi ca t i ons 

[ I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

1 I Eng inee r i ng * 

[ I I ndus t r y 

[ 1 I n v e n t i o n 

I 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

L i t e r a t u r e 

S Military 

n Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

losoph)'^ ^, 

Sc ience 

Q • ScuIpture. 

i I Socio I ' 'Humon-

i t o r i on 

• Thea te r 

r~l T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

{^^S^ r̂ecree 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Fort Taber D i s t r i c t i s representative of the development of American 
coastal f o r t i f i c a t i o n s from the Revolutionary period through the mid-20th 
century. Fort Taber i t s e l f i s an example of the f o r t s constructed i n the 
northeastern United States duringrthe C i v i l War and remains i n a remarkable 
state of preservation. 

The o r i g i n a l f o r t i f i c a t i o n s at t h i s s i t e consisted of a series of earthworks 
b u i l t during the American Revolution and mounted with six 24-pound csuinon. 
No improvements were made i n these f o r t i f i c a t i o n s u n t i l the late 1850's 
when c i v i l war appeared eminent. In 1858, the Federal government purchased 
the land at Clark's Point and i n May, 1861, the War Department began constri:^c 
t i o n of Fort Taber. The i n i t i a l designs for the f o r t were drawn by Major 
Richard Delafield, author of The Art of War i n Europe - 1854-56, which becaitje 
a standard ference for American Coastal f o r t i f i c a t i o n s i n the period 1861-| 
1880. Major Delafield was assisted i n his work on Fort Taber by Captain 
Robert E; y^e, who as General Lee led the Confederate -force:S during the Civi 
War. Actual construction of the f o r t was supervised by (^olnnpl Wqnry_.j^,gl!jiy^ 
Robots* -While on duty hr^irpy^'^'^, y^.2j'SiyS2bf''^^'^~^Bii^^s o f BSLrliamentary Pro-
ce^^re, the standard reference on t h i s subjecti— New Bedford's "Great Stone 

Fleet", which assembTred undyi LJle yuns of Fort Taber, dealt a severe blow to 
the Confederacy with i t s blockade of the entrances to Charleston and Savannalh 
Harbors i n late 1861 and early 1862. A planned r e t a l i a t o r y attack by the 
Confederate Shenandoah f a i l e d only because the ship could not pass F»rt Tabetr's 
guns to enter New Bedford Harbor. 

Following the C i v i l War, Fort Taber remained empty u n t i l 1892, when the City 
of New Bedford petitioned the War Department for use of the property. The r|e-
quest was granted and Fort Taber became Marine Park, a fav o r i t e recreation 
area for the c i t y . However, at the outbreak of the Spanish American War i n 
1898, the Army recliamed the f o r t , r e h a b i l i t a t e d and garrisoned i t . I n the 
years from 1898 to 1901, f i v e major gun emplacements—Batteries Barton-Walcott 
(1) and (2), Craig, Cross and Gaston—were constructed to add to the defenses 
of the f o r t . Further improvements were made i n Fort Taber during World Wars 
I and I I , but i n 1947 the f o r t was declared obsolete as a defense i n s t a l l a t i j o n . 
Since that time, F6rt Taber has been used as a t r a i n i n g center by the Army, 
Navy and Marine Corps and most recently served as a Job Corps Center. 

The City of New Bedford i s now i n the process of acquiring Fort Taber from 
the Federal government and plans to r e h a b i l i t a t e the area for use as a 
m i l i t a r y museum and park. 
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10 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T J D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 0 D E F I N I N G T H L . C b.N T Li R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

p _ O F _ L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

C O R N E R L A T I T U D E L O N G l T U D E 
, l \ LAT'I'TUDE L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds Degrees M inu tes Seconds Degrees M inu tes Seconds Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

NW 4 1 ° 35 • 40 " 70 o 54' . 24 "• O 1 

• 
NE 4 1 ° 35 • 40 " 70 o 54 . 03 " 
SE ^^41 ° 35 • 32 " 70 ° 54 •^=03 ''" 

-; f-i; : 

SW 4 1 » • • 7n ° • 00. : 
A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 1 0 . 87 
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COUNTY: 

A 
U- FORM PREPARED BY 

N AME AND T I T L E : 

Gerald W. Butler, Curator 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

ForS Taber H i s t o r i c a l 'Association," Inc. 

DATE 

January 22.- 1973-
STREET AND NUMBER; 

1 Wharf Road 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

New Bedford 
[12; STATE LlAtSON OFFICER GfeRTIFtCAl lON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State • Local [ 3 

Name 

F. X.'DAVOREN 
S**-etary of the Commonwealth, 

T i t l e C h a i r m a n , 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commiss: 

Date January 24, 1973 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 025 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Registef'..- -- 1 ' - ' . - : .; i -1 J • - i . - • 

' ^ •'" ^ • y •."[- • t. 

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Dat^ 

1 j n 

G P O 9 3 1 - 8 9 4 

































































Form 10-301 
(July 19M) 

I . NAME 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

COMMON 

FORT TABER 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C 

FORT AT CLARFC's POINT 

NUMERIC CODE (Aflen»d by NPS) 

2. LOCATION 
S T A T E 

MSSACHUSETTS 
C O U N T Y 

BRISTOL 
TOWN * 

NEW BEDFORD 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

• 

1 WHARF ROAD, FORT RODMAN 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

'DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
WORKS 

D A T E 

JUNE 1970 

S C A L E 

1" = ioo!oo 
R E Q U I R E M E N T S : P R O P E R T Y B O U N D A R I E S , W H E R E R E Q U I R E D , A N D N O R T H ARROW, 

GPO 932.010 







Form 10-301 
(July 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 
I . NAME 

^COMMON 

F o r t Taber D i s t r i c t 
A N D / O H H I S T O m c Q 

F o r t a t C l a r k M ^ ^ ^ ^ t 
y 

NUMERIC CODE (A**lenod by NPS) 

li^B 5 1973 
2. LOCATION 
S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
COUNTY j W F h B 1 1973 V-

B r i s t o l 1 ^ rjjNew Bedford 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R \ ' ^ M I I L ' i - ; _ j — -

1 Wharf Road ' ^ ^ G ' S i : 

3. MAP REFERENCE ^vi^'^i 1. C 
SOURC E 

Gerald W. B u t l e r 
F o r t Taber H i s t o r i c a l Assn. 

D A T E •* " ' 

March, 1972 
S C A L E 

1 i nch = 4 7 0 f e e t 

REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW 

Note: boundaries of t h i s submission are indicated by heavy black li n e s , labeled 
Fort Taber H i s t o r i c a l Association. 

GPO 932.010 



Drawn for the FTHA by the Curator 

Botter, SFH 03 12 1972 

SCALE I-INCH = 470-FEET 
C/|_ FENCE 

Map Key 

1. Battery Barton-walcott (1) 
2. Battery Craig 
3. Battery Cross 
4. Fort Taber 
5. Battery Gaston 

^6. Battery Barton-Walcott (2) 

BOUNDARIES 
Ref Sh l-m-b 

NEW BEDFORD HARBOUR 

FT TABER HIST ASSN-

Treatment Plant (New) 
BUZZARDS BAY MAP 'A' 



Form 10-301 
(July 19M) 

1. NAME 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

9,OMMON A N D / O R H I S T O R I C NUMERIC CODE (Aflgnod by NPS) 

FORT TABER PORT AT CLARK'S POINT 
2. LOCATION 
S T A T E C O U N T Y TOWN 

MASSACHUSm'S BRISTOL NEV/ BEDFORD 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

1 WHARF ROAD, FORT RODMAN 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E 

USGS 75 
NEW BEDFORD,SOUTH ;\mSS. 1963 

REOUIRCMKNTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW, 

PROPERTY BOUNDARIES DELINEATED. 
NORTH ARROW DRAWJJ IN 
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE CITED 

GPO 932.010 





6^ S^ecrefyi/jy/ 

t^taiiac/msetts -^ijtoi'ica/ 'ioommiiiion 

Weston, ^/ai). 02iOS 
January 24, 1973 40 Beacon Street 

National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Attention:Mr. Jerry Rogers 

Dear Jerry: 

CERTIFIEp MAl£' 

Enclosed i s a National Register submission f o r : 

B r i s t o l County, New Bedford, Fort Taber D i s t r i c t 

This has been declared e l i g i b l e f o r submission by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the State Review Board, and has been signed by 
Secretary of the Commonwealth John F. X. Davoren, Chairman of the 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission and designated the State Liaison 
Officer. 

We ask your cooperation i n processing t h i s submission as soon as 
possible. As you know, transfer of t i t l e to Fort Taber from the General 
Services Administration to the City of New Bedford i s now pending. 
However, the property must be l i s t e d on the Register before t h i s trans­
fer can be completed. 

Thank you f o r your assistance. 

Cordially, 

Robert B. Rettig 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

RBR:pm 
Ends. 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 

Location 

Port Tahnr D i s t r i c t Kew Bedford 
Bristol County 

Also Notified 

Hon. Edv/ard M. Kennedy 

Hon. r.Cvard v;. I^rcoke 
i.:>ri. J . i'Jtj:rij;'j 'ton 
i:ot\. c-^r^sy 'y •''••.^•••-•: 

Director, Northeast Region 

NRowland:mm 2/8/73 

St at-? LiTAson Offics!.* 
l-.ur-- J ' j 'u f", 'f. r.i/or«j:i 
Jcor : --jry of tlie C rsao-i v j i l t l i 
Cliilr ': . ' . .!/ MasKachusetts h i s t o r i c a l 

Co. I : i i ; 3 i o u 



24 [.lay 1977 

Keeper, The National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
1100 L Street N W 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear S i n 

My hobby i s the study of the seacoast f o r t s b u i l t by the 
United States. I n t r y i n g to learn a l l I can about these f o r t s , 
I recently spent a l i t t l e time i n the Offices of the National 
Register going over the f i l e s on some of the many f o r t s l i s t e d 
i n the Register. 

I baaame a l i t t l e puzzled as I wrote, and since talcing the 
time t o compare those noted t o information I have at home, I am 
even more puzzled about a few things i n those f i l e s . 

The things th a t puzzled me are of several s o r t s i 

OWNER APPARENTLY NOT CORRECT 
Fort Livingston, Jefferson Parish, Lauisiana has the o\mer' 

l i s t e d as Louisiana W i l d l i f e and Fisheries, 400 Royal St., New 
Orleans. Inquiry of that organization at that address showed 
that they do not nor did they ever ô vn tho f o r t - only some land 
on a nearby inhabited i s l a n d . 

NARTE NOT THE "HISTORIC" NAf-TB 
Fort Taylor, l^nroe County, Florida was named by the Army ,  

f o r Zachary Taylo^- the Gejieral Order- states/that the name i s  
"FORT TAYLOR". As nearly/as I can/4ell, thp f o r t was renamed  
"Fort Zachary 'J^ylor" in/the Rogister's paperwork. I was t o l d  
recently that the Curator at t h e ^ f o r t u s ^ the Register as  
his a uthority f o r c a l l i n g ttte place Fort Zachary Taylor. 

At. Fort Taber H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , B r i s t o l ITounty, f.'assachusstts, 
the f i l e s state that Fort Taber i s a seven sided granite a f f a i r . 
The granite b u i l d i n g was "Fort at Clark's Point" f o r many years, 
then simply (as nearly as I can f i n d ) , the granite f o r t on the 
Port Rodman M i l i t a r y Reservation. As nearly as I can f i n d , 
Fort Taber was a temporary l o c a l l y manned gun battery v,'hich 
existed l a t e , i n .the construction of th£__granit_e f o r t , early i n 
our C i v i l . V;ar. A paper i n the PERIODICAL, published by the 
COUrlCIL ON ABANDONED MILITARY POSTS, Box 171, Alexandria, Va, 
w r i t t e n by the same P̂ r. Butler who authored much of the f i l e on 
the Fort Taber D i s t r i c t , supports the smaller Fort Taber. 

MIXED NAJffiS/ IN THE NPS FILES 
Fort San Carlos d'e Barrancas,/Escambia Coiinty, Fler^ida, 

i s l i s t e d i n the H i s t o r i c American^Building Survey as 
Bateria dp San Antonio (HABS FLA . I vra.s/told at the Bateria 
tha t the/old sign f ron. the 1940s,'had been removed because i t was  
so well/proven tha:t the structure i s indeed/the Bateria and not  
the Foi 

WEIRo/cLAir/S 
le f i l e f)6r Fort Delaware, New Castle County,/L/elaware, 

contains a phoi:o of a "disappearing gun7. This guÊ , on a homemade 
carriage only/vaguely re l a t e d to anything the U.Sy ARfvIY ever b u i l t , 
i s very clearjly not anything the U.S.Ajrmy ever cabled a disappearing 
gun. 




