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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIQR 12T
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts
COUN-TY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Bristol

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY DATE

(Type all entries complete applicable sections)

1. NAME —»B-

C OMMON:

Port Taber District

AND'OR HISTORIC:

Fort at Clark's Point
{2. LOCATION ~

STREET AND NUMBER:

Wharf Road (within Fort Rodman Military Reservat]

CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESS?

New Bedford District

STATE COUNTY:

M assachusetts 025 Bristol 005
3. CLASSIFICATtON

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC

[X| Disfrict . Building S Public Public Acquisition: 1 1 Occupied Yes:

Site . Structure . Private 1 11In Process 1 1 Unoccupied 511 Restricted

j 1 Being Considered 1 1 Unrestricted

Object =« ° Both 6cl Preservation work

in progresr No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I | Agricultural [ 1 Government n Pork Q Transportation fXI Comments

[<] Commerciol Q Industrial I | Private Residence *  Other (Specify) now be| ng

r~] Educational . Militory I 1 Religious rehabi | | t at ed

[ I Entertainment (3 Museum 1 | Scientific for uses CheCked
[4 OMER OF PROPERTY

OWNER' S NAME:

Custody of General Services Administration, Northeast Region

STREET AND NUMBER:

Post Office and Courthouse

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

Boston Massachusetts 025
(l LOCATfON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
Pl anning Department, City of New Bedford

STREET AND NUMBER:

Muni ci pal Building, WIlliam Street

CITY OR TOWN:

New Bedford Massachusetts 025

RjPMStNtATION IN EXISTING SURVEYT
Tl TUE OF SUR VEY:

Fort Taber Historical Site
DATE OF SURVEY: AUgUSt, 1972 . Federal . State . County (2 Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: —r

Pl anning Department, City of New Bedford

STREET AND NUMBER:

Muni ci pal Building, WIlliam Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

New Bedford Massachusetts 025
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DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
Excellent r Good Q Fo | | Deteriorated Q Ruins [Z] Unexposed
CONDITION (Check  One) (Check One)
Altered S Unaltered n Moved £1 Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PI-fYSICAI- APPEARANCE

The Fort Taber District, located in Fort Rodrman Military Reservation on Clark
Point, New Bedford, includes six significant structures—Fort Taber and five
maj or gun enpl acements. Wharf Road, the primary access to the district,
parallels Battery Barton-Walcott (2), Battery Gaston and the fort itself; a
macadam road gives access to Battery Cross, Battery Craig and Battery Barton-
Wal cott (1)" The area surrounding the district consists of sea-level plain
with scattered patches of grass and Austrian pine. A water treatment plant
(not included in this subm ssion) has recently been constructed at the tip of
Clark's Point, directly south-east of the fort.

Fort Taber is a seven-sided structure with a five-sided interior court. |t
three stories high, constructed of large, rectangular blocks of hand-cut granite
set inregular patterns. The depth of the fort fromthe exterior to the inteprior
wal |l is about forty-five feet; the terreplein consists of earth fill approxi
mately two and one-half to four feet deepJ® The seaward elevations of the fort
(north-east, south-east and south sides) are broken by "Totten-class" enbra-
sures, believed to be the only exanple of this class of gunport in the Nw
Engl and region. The landward elevation of the fort (north-west side) is brokbn™
by musketry |oopholes and a massive sally-port (the only entrance to the stru.;- —
ture) which is flanked by pilasters supporting an entablature and a low pedimn-*

m

The interior wall on four sides of the court consists of a series of large ar hes
each one formng one side of an interior roomwith granite walls and an archeja
brick ceiling covered with mastic. These roonms were used for artillery de- T
pl oyment and amunition storage. The fifth (north-west) side, once used as
barracks, has a rhythmc pattern of door and wi ndow openings which give out ohtc?
a bal cony; supported by fluted steel colums with leaf-1ike designs on the
capitals. The interior walls of the fort are surrounded at the top by a steetl
.cat-walk nounted on brackets. There are tw interior spiral stairways/ con-
structed of hand-cut triangular pieces of granite. The structure remains in 0O
good repair, though a few granite blocks in isolated sections have been pulle- z
apart at the construction joints by the formation of ice during the winter

mont hs. L D

All five gun enplacenents are constructed of reinforced concrete with asphaltlLc
expansion joints and are faced with earth; al | have steel and iron hardware.
Batterires Barton-Walcott (1) snd (2) were built in 1898-99; ordnance consisted
of one 8-inch disappearing rifle at each enplacement. Battery Gaston was buip-t
in 1899-1900; ordnance consisted of two 3-inch rapid-fire rifles on balanced-
pillar mounts. Batteries Craig and Cross were built between 1899 and 1901;
ordnance at each enplacenent consisted of two 5-inch rapid-fire rifles munte?
on barbette-carriages.

B \\m Q
NAOVAL >/



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD fChecfc One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian! -+ 16th Century S 18th Century S 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century n 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE{S) (If Applicable andKnown) 1861, 1898-1901

AREAS OF SIGNI F.IC ANC E ("Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal I | Education . Political
(1 Prehistoric 1 | Engineering * . Religion/Phi.
Historic [ I Industry losoph)'r 7, {MQ"\recree
[ I Agriculture [ 1 Invention Science
I 1 Architecture | 1 Landscape Q +Sculpture.
Art Architecture i | Sociol"Humon-
[~) Commerce Literature i torion
Q Communicati ons S Military Theater
[ I Conservation n Music r~l  Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Fort Taber District i srepresentative of t hedevel opnent of Anerican
coastal fortifications from t heRevolutionary period through themd-20th
century. Fort Taber itself i sanexanple of theforts constructed i n the
northeastern United States duringrthe Civil V&r and remains i na remarkable
state of preservation.

The original fortifications at this site consisted of a series of earthworks
built during theAmerican Revolution and nounted with six 24-pound csuinon.

No inmprovements were nade i nthese fortifications until thelate 1850's

when civil war appeared emnent. | n 1858, t heFederal governnent purchased
the land at Clark's Point andin May, 1861, theV\&r Departnment began constri:”c
tion of Fort Taber. Theinitial designs for thefort were drawn by Mj or
Richard Delafield, author of TheArt of Wér i nEurope - 1854-56, which becaitje
a standard ference for American Coastal fortifications i ntheperiod 1861-|
1880. Mpjor Delafield was assisted i nhis work onFort Taber by Captain
Robert E; y”e, who as General Leeled t he Confederate -force:S during t he Civi
War. Actual construction of thefort was supervised by ("ol nnpl Wnry_.j» gl!jiy?
Robots* -While on duty hrirpy™', yr.2j'SiyS2bf"rM'A~ABiirMs of BSLrliamentary Pr o-
ceMre, thestandard reference onthis subjecti— NewBedford's "Great Stone

Fleet", which assenbTred undyi Llle yuns of Fort Taber, dealt a severe blowto
the Confederacy with it sblockade of theentrances t oCharleston and Savannal h
Harbors i nlate 1861 and early 1862. A planned retaliatory attack by the

Conf ederate Shenandoah failed only because t heship could not pass F»rt Tabetr's
guns t oenter New Bedford Harbor.

Following theCivil War, Fort Taber remmined enpty until 1892, when t heCity

of NewBedford petitioned t heWar Departnent for use of theproperty. The r|e
quest was granted and Fort Taber becane Marine Park, a favorite recreation
area for thecity. However, at theoutbreak of theSpanish Anerican Vér i n
1898, theArny recliamed thefort, rehabilitated and garrisoned it. I n the
years from 1898 t 0 1901, five major gunenmplacements—Batteries Barton-Walcott
(1) and (2), Craig, Cross and Gaston—were constructed t o addt ot he defenses
of thefort. Further inprovements were nade i nFort Taber during World Vars

| andl |, but i n1947 t hefort was declared obsolete as a defense installatijon.
Since that time, F6rt Taber has been used as atraining center by the Arny,
Navy and Marine Corps and nost recently served as a Job Corps Center.

The City of NewBedford i snowi ntheprocess of acquiring Fort Taber from
the Federal government and plans torehabilitate thearea for use as a
military museum and park.



9 M\JARBBLI OGRAPH CAL ReFEIRENCES

Adj utant General's Office, US A Beseagiption of Military Forts and Posts, 1$79.
Henry, Janmes. History of Fort Rodman, 1969 (unpublished).

National Archives, Fortifications Division. Plans and Elevations of t he Fort
at Clark's Point (later Fort Rodman), NewBedford, Massachusetts, 1846-191':

New Bedford City Council Records, 1857-1898.

Vér Department Bulletin, Nos. 12, 14, 1920.

Wal | back, Lucy. History of theFortifications at Clark's Point, 1967.
10 GEGERAPH CAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGIT JDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THL. CbNTLR POINT OF A PROPERTY
p _OF_ LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LON GI TUDE N LAT'I'TUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
W 41 ° 35 - 40" 70 0 54'. 24 e o 1
NE 41° 35 < 40" 70 o 54 . 03"
SE M41° 35 32" 70 ° 54 =03 O
SW 41 » . . 7n ° « 00. :
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OFNOMINATED PROPERTY: 10 .87
ILIST ALLSTATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR CA  "A/ 'B4WU/D'ARL ES tn
COUNTY m
m
COUNTY:
to
H
U- FORVIPREPARED BY C
NAME AND TITLE:
Gerald W Butler, Curator n
ORGANI ZATION DATE H
ForS Taber Historical "Association,"Inc. January 22.- 1973
STREET AND NUMBER;
1 Wharf Road
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
New Bedford Massachusetts 025
[12; STATE LIAtSON OFFICER GfeRTIFtCAI ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As thedesignated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L aw | hereby certify that this property isincluded in the

89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Registef’..- - 17 - * . -:.;i-1Je-i. -

in theNational Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according tothec-iteria and procedures set n oo sy <"[--t
forth by theNational Park Service. Therecommended

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

level of significance of this nominationis:
National < State - Local [3

Dat®
Name

F. X' DAVOREN
St*-etary of t he Commonweal t h,

Title Chairman,

Massachusetts Historical Commss:ijn

Dot e January 24, 1973

GPO 931-894
































































































Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 19M) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach toor enclose with map)

C'OMNMAO’\:l\lE AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC ~ CODE  (Aflen~d by NP9
FORT TABER FORT AT CLARFCs POINT
2. LOCATION

MSSACHUSETTS BRISTOL NEW BEDFORD

STREET AND NUMBER

1 WHARF ROAD, FORT RCDMAN

3. MAP REFERENCE

'DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC |
WORKS JUNE 1970 1

REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, ANDNORTH ARROW,

DATE SCALE

0000

GPO 932.010









Form 10-301
(July 1968)

I. NAME
~"COMMON

Fort Taber District

2. LOCATION
STATE

M assachusetts
STREET AND NUMBER

1 Wharf Road

3. MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE

Gerald W. Butler

Fort Taber Historical

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach toor enclose with map)

AND/OH HISTOmc Q NUMERIC CODE (A**lenod
Fort at ClarkMAr~~t
y
GOUNTY iWFhB 1 1973 V-
Bristol 1~ rjjiNew Bedford
\ CAMIIL - = -
'""G'S]
NN L. C
DATE - SCALE
March, 1972 1 inch =470 feet

Assn.

REQUI REMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARI ES, WHERE REQUI RED, AND NORTH ARROW

Not e:

boundaries of this subm ssion are indicated by heavy black Iines,
Fort Taber Historical

Associ ation.

by NPS)

"B 5 1973

| abel ed

GPO 932. 010



Drawn for the FTHA by the Curator
Botter, SFH 03 12 1972

SCALE I-INCH= 470-FEET
CL

Map Key

Battery Barton-walcott (1)
2. Battery Craig
3. Battery Cross
4. Fort Taber
5. Battery Gaston
6. Battery Barton-Walcott (2)

BOUNDARIES
Ref Sh [-m-b

FENCE

FT TABER HIST ASSN-

BUZZARDS BAY

Treatment Plant (New)

NEW BEDFORD HARBOUR

MAP ‘A



Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 19M) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

1. NAME

9,0MMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC ~ CODE  (Afignod by NP9
FORT TABER FORT AT CLARK'S POINT

2. LOCATION

STATE COUNTY TOWN
MASSACHUSTMS BRISTOL N/

STREET AND NUMBER

1 W RO KR RDviN

3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE

B8 75
NEVBEFO) STH ; \nSS 1963

REOUI RCMKNTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARI ES, VWHERE REQUI RED, AND NORTH ARROWN

AROERTY BANDAR ES [H | NFATHD
NORTH AWM | N
LATI TUCE AND LONG TUZE d TED

GPO 932.010






6" Stecrefyiljy/
t"taiiac/msetts -Nijtoi'ical ‘ioommiiiion

Weston,  Vai). 02i0S
40 Beacon Street January 24, 1973

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, NW

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Attention: M. Jerry Rogers CERTI FI Ep MA £
Dear Jerry:
Encl osed i s a National Register submssion for:

Bristol County, New Bedford, Fort Taber District

This has been declared eligible for submssion by the Massachusetts
Historical Conmission, the State Review Board, and has been signed by
Secretary of the Commonweal th John F. X Davoren, Chairman of the
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion and designated the State Liaison
Officer.

W& ask your cooperation in processing this submssion as soon as
possible. As you know, transfer of title to Fort Taber from the General
Services Administrationto the City of New Bedford is now pending.
However, the property must be listed on the Register before this trans-
fer can be conpleted.

Thank you for your assistance.

Cordially,

Robert B Rettig
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

RBR pm
Ends.



ENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL REd STER

STATE

Date Entered

Port Tahnr District

Al so Notified
Hon. Edv/ard M. Kennedy
Hon. r.Cvard v;. I*rcoke
P> J. i'Jtj:rij;'j'ton
ii0t\. CrAgy 'y e''ee feses:
Director, Northeast Region

NRowl and: nm 2/ 8/ 73

Location

Kew Bedf ord
Bristol County

Sta-? LiTAson Offics!.*
[-u—- J'j'u ', 'f. r.i/orgj:i
Jcor :--jry of tlie Crsao-ivj iltli

Co. | :ii;3iou



24 [lay 1977

Keeper, The National Register of Historic Places
1100 L Street NW
Washi ngton, DC

Dear Si n

M hobby i sthestudy of t heseacoast forts built by the
United States. I ntrying tolearn all |l canabout these forts,
| recently spent alittle time i ntheOffices of theNational

Regi ster going over thefiles onsone of themany forts |isted
in the Register.

_ | baaane alittle puzzled as | wote, andsince talcingthe
time t oconpare those noted t oinformationl have at hone, | am
even nore puzzled about a fewthings i nthose files.

The things that puzzled ne are of several sortsi

QMER APPARENTLY NOI' GOR=ECT

Fort Livingston, Jefferson Parish, Lauisiana hast he o\mer
listed as Louisiana Wi ldlife andFisheries, 400 Royal St., New
Orleans. Inquiry of that organizationat that address showed
that they donot nor did they ever o®'vnthofort- only sone |and
on a nearby inhabited island.

NRIE NOI THE "H STCRI C' Mf-TB

Fort Taylor, I”nroe County, Florida was nanmed by t he Arny ,
for Zachary Taylo”- theGejieral Oder- states/that thename i s
"FORT TAYLAR'. As nearly/as | can/4ell, thp fort was renaned
"Fort Zachary 'J*ylor" in/the Rogister's paperwork. | was told
recentIK that t he Curator at the*ort us ”~theRegister as
his authority for calling ttte place Fort Zachary Tayl or.

M. Fort Taber Historic District, Bristol ITounty, f.'assachusstts,
the files state that Fort Taber i sa seven sided ?ranite affair.
The granite building was "Fort at Clark's Point" for many years,
then simply (asnearly as | canfind), thegranite fort on the
Port Rodnan Military Reservation. As nearly as | canfind,

Fort Taber was a tenporary locally manned gunbattery v, hich
existed late,in .the constructionof thE granit e fort, earllxi n
our Civil. Var. A paper i nthe PERCD CAL, published by the
Qo1 AL ON ABANDONED M LI TARY POSTS, Box 171, Al exandria, Va,
written by t hesane PY. Butl er who authored rmuch of t hefile on
the Fort Taber District, supports thesmaller Fort Taber.

MXED NAffiS IN THE NPS FI LES

Fort San Carlos deBarrancas,/Escanmbia Coiinty, Fler”ida,
is listed in theHistoric American”Building Survey as
Bateria dp San Antonio (HABS FLA .l vra.s/told at t he Bateria
that the/old sign fron. t he 1940s,' had been renoved because i t was
sho wel | /proven tha:t thestructure i sindeed/the Bateria and not
the Foi

VEl Ro/ cLAI r/ S

le file f)6r Fort Del aware, New Castle County,/L/elaware,
contains a phoi:o of a "disappearing gun7. This guE‘, on a honenade
carriage only/vaguely related t oanything theU Sy ARvIY ever built,
is very clearjly not anything theUS Arnyever cabled a disappearing
gun.






